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          May 2024 
 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” -- a tool 
that you can use to share the latest, most up-to-date information 
on what is happening in the Lutheran Women Missionary 
League-New England District (LWML-NED) * and 
nationally.   For more news and information, visit  
www.lwml-ned.org 
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  SEND MITES TO:  Barbara Lis, Treasurer  
               LWML-New England District 
 P.O. Box 932 
 Niantic, CT 06357 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    2a 

Short Term Mission Scholarships, LWML-NED  

 ( Rec’d to date $1,877.46) 
$ 2,000 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2024-2026 is $85,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations 

payable to LWML-NED.  
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2024-2026 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $85,000 allocated as follows:   

         $55,250 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$21,250  for national LWML Mission Projects; and $8,500 for 

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru April, is  

$10,580.71  = 12% of Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

 

 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT   
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 
 

I am delighted, honored, and humbled that you have elected me President of LWML-

NED….and a bit overwhelmed!  As I said at the convention, it takes a village to raise a 

child and it will take all of us (you – each of you - and me) to have LWML-NED continue to 

serve the Lord by expanding our mission work worldwide. We started on the right path 

by increasing our mission goal to $85,000 for the 2024-2026 biennium.   That’s the great 

thing about Lutheran Ladies – when you put out a call for help, countless workers step 

forward.  I thank you all, in advance, for your assistance and support. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Sharon Dever for the wonderful job she did 

as LWML-NED President during a very challenging four years (2020-2024).  She had 

COVID and all its ramifications to contend with….yet she guided the District though this 

difficult period and even grew our mission support.  Thank you, thou good and faithful 

servant.  I would also like to express my gratitude to the LWML-NED Board of Directors 

for their willingness to serve the Lord in our District.  All of the committee chairs have 

agreed to remain on the LWML-NED Board.  I am much appreciative of their willingness to 

serve. 

   

So let us begin – as our wonderful LWML prayer (The League Pledge) states – we will 

obediently work in the harvest fields, we will give willing service, we will pledge our 

hands, our feet, our voices, our lips, our silver & our gold and our will to do His will.  

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.”  

Col 3:23. 

 

Please feel free to call (860-581-0379) or write (june.merwin@gmail.com) if you have any 

questions or suggestions.  May God bless you, until we meet again. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
 

June 

 

Dr. June Merwin, LWML-NED President 

For Your Information:  The LWML-NED Executive Committee voted 

to accept Sue Lastowski’s resignation as Treasurer, and Barbara Lis’ 

installation as Treasurer, beginning March 31, 2024.  This enabled 

the transition process to begin and to be ready by Convention. 

 

mailto:june.merwin@gmail.com
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LWML District 2024-2026 Mission Grant #2a 

 

2a Short Term Mission Scholarships, LWML-NED $2,000 
 To provide scholarships to members of LCMS-NED  

 congregations embarking on Short Term Mission Trips. 

 

2b Living Stones Homeschool Cooperative,  

 Redeemer, Gorham, ME  $1,115 
 Living Stones Homeschool Cooperative has been added to  

 Redeemer Lutheran Church ministry efforts.  On Wednesdays, 

 during the school year, 22 students will be at Redeemer.  Funding 

 will help include necessary things such as background checks,  

 proper first aid kit, and children’s hymnals. 

 

NOTE:  The mite overage for the last biennium ending March 31st was $7,730.07.  The generous 

convention offering #2 plus mites received in April allowed us to pay our number one 2024-2026 

Mission Grant “Pads and Pencils Project” for the Gbarnga Lutheran Mission, Liberia.  We were able 

to send Jon Rossman home with a check for $5,000 and fully pay for this Grant.   

Praise and thanks to our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

LWML National 2024-2026 Mission Grant #10 

Set Apart To Serve 

LCMS Office of Pastoral Education — $100,000   

About This Mission Grant 
Set Apart to Serve is a Synod-wide initiative that 

focuses on forming and recruiting fulltime church 

workers to teach the saving faith to God’s people. 

Since Christ provides workers for His church through 

His people, every congregation needs to talk 

intentionally to our youth and adults about church 

work to stimulate enrollment in Christian education, 

deaconess, director of parish music, director of family 

life, and seminary programs.  

 

This grant will partially fund anticipated expenses of a 

broad, rigorously planned, and well-constructed, 

multi-year sustained effort across the LCMS to affect a 

positive, cultural change in the way church worker 

vocations are perceived. Prospective students will be 

encouraged and inspired to consider and prepare to 

serve the Church in lifelong professions that advance 

the Gospel both in the U.S. and abroad.  

 L: Acolytes extinguish the Paschal candle on 

Sunday, May 8, 2022, at St. John Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, Palmer, Kan. LCMS 

Communications/Erik M. Lunsford 
R: The crucifer holds the processional cross at 

the opening Divine Service during the LCMS 

Lutherans in Black Ministry Family 

Convocation 2022 on Wednesday, July 27, 

2022, at Trinity Lutheran Church, Mobile, Ala. 

LCMS Communications/Erik M. Lunsford 



 

Page 4 of 6 
 

 

 

GIFTS FROM THE 

HEART at our 

District Convention 

went to BIRTHRIGHT 

in Danbury, CT. 

This is the list of items 

received: 

 44 packages of diapers totaling 2265 diapers   45 packages of wipes 

 43 baby bottles   29 bottles of baby wash/shampoo 

   9 baby powders   10 hooded towels 

 88 washcloths     4 tubes of diaper ointment 

 86 blankets 148 onesies 

 39 outfits     4 bibs 

 11 pairs of socks     3 pairs of tights 

 12 teethers, toys, etc. $575 in gift cards 
 

Thank you, women of the New England District! 

 

Summertime Motivation 
 

Summer will soon be here! Some groups do not meet during this vacation season and there 

is nothing wrong with this practice. Just as a vacation is good for the body and the soul, a 

break from meetings can be refreshing. How many of us though, whine when vacation is 

over and we go back to our daily routines? What if we do not give our sisters time to whine? 

Find a way to stay in touch with your members. Share a special prayer request or Bible verse 

each week. Social media makes it easy to “follow” our friends, but do not forget that many 

times it is that special personal touch that can keep the members bound in harmony. That 

just might be the inspiration — the motive — to return in the fall. 

 

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let 

the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be 

thankful (Colossians 3:14–15). 

 

Frances Molitor 

LWML Texas District President 
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APRIL 26-27, 2024, MARRIOTT HOTEL, TRUMBULL, CT 
 

Theme:    “SONGS IN THE NIGHT” 
Based on: Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night, (Job 35:10). 

 
 

  

Priority 
2024-2026 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS 

Grant 

Amount 

1 Pads & Pencils - Gbarnga Mission – Jon Rossman            PAID $5,000.00 

2a Short term mission scholarships - LWML NED $2,000.00 

2b 

Living Stones Homeschool Cooperative - 

Redeemer Lutheran, Gorham ME $1,115.00 

3 

Sanford Maine Preaching Station - 

Redeemer Lutheran Church Gorham ME $5,000.00 

4 

Christ in Their Homes - 

Open Arms Christian Preschool Bedford MA $1,500.00 

5 Groceries & Gospel - Hands of Grace CT $4,500.00 

6a Food and Clothing Co-op – Concordia Theological Seminary $2,000.00 

6b 

Bethel Oromo - New LCMS congregation serving  

Ethiopian people Boston area $5,000.00 

7a 

Ministry of Early Childhood - Immanuel Lutheran School 

Bristol CT $5,000.00 

7b 

FLC Peer Fellows Pilot Program –  

First Lutheran Church of Boston MA $5,000.00 

7c Elaina's Lift - Christ Lutheran Church, Amston CT $1,500.00 

8a 

How Can I Understand? Lutheran Books for Southeast Asia - 

Lutheran Heritage $2,500.00 

8b 

Capstone Ministries, Escalon CA  

Assistance to Kenyan poor families $2,500.00 

9a 

Return to Shephard of the Valley in Navajo NM –  

Our Savior Lutheran, Topsfield MA $2,000.00 

9b 

Give a Chance to Learn Christ's Love –  

Immanuel Luth School, Danbury CT $5,000.00 

10a 

Supporting LCMS Missionaries in the field - Mission Central 

LCMS $704.00 

10b 

Educating Lutherans and proclaiming God's Word around the 

world - Issues, Etc. $704.00 

10c 

Lutheran Seminarians for Haiti's Future - Ministry in Mission 

LCMS $1,761.00 

10d Unequally yoked workshop - Poblo International $1,761.00 

10e Freezer Friends - Our Savior Lutheran Church, Topsfield MA $704.00 
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APRIL 26-27, 2024, MARRIOTT HOTEL, TRUMBULL, CT 
 

Theme:    “SONGS IN THE NIGHT” 
Based on: Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night, (Job 35:10). 

 
Our Convention is over.  Our new Mission Goal has been approved for 2024-2026 to be 

$85,000.  Our new Mission Grant list has been approved.  We installed new Officers: 

 

    President      VP Organizational Resources      Secretary        Chairman, Nominating Comm 

 Dr. June Merwin          Doreen Wiese               Susan Lastowski              Jennifer Gierke 

 

Junior Pastoral Counselor        VP Special Focus Ministries       Nominating Committee 

Reverend Kevin Mongeau                   Nancy Stinnett                              Sage Veino 

 

Missing:  Barbara Lis, Treasurer; Delberta Novicki, Nominating Committee 

Watch for more news on the Convention in the Beacon and upcoming issues of the PIO. 

  

        LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS 
 

Date Location Function Other Info 
06/22/2024 First Lutheran, 

Holyoke, MA 

2024-2026 LWML-NED  

Board of Directors Meeting 

10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Questions: 

June Merwin at 
president@lwml-ned.org   

11/01-02/2024 Hotel UMass, 

Amherst, MA 

(New Hotel) 

Retreat Speaker:  Donna Snow 

Topic:   Meant for good:  

a Study of Joseph 

Questions: 

Christina Anop at 
ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org  

06/26-30/2025 Omaha, Nebraska 41st Biennial LWML Convention 

“Growing in God’s Grace,” 
But grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory 

both now and to the day of eternity. 

(2 Peter 3:18) 

Hosting Districts –  

LWML Nebraska North & 

LWML Nebraska South 

 

mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
mailto:ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org

