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 June 2024 
 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” -- a tool 
that you can use to share the latest, most up-to-date information 
on what is happening in the Lutheran Women Missionary 
League-New England District (LWML-NED) * and 
nationally.   For more news and information, visit  
www.lwml-ned.org 
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  SEND MITES TO:  Barbara Lis, Treasurer  
               LWML-New England District 
 P.O. Box 932 
 Niantic, CT 06357 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    2b 

Living Stones Homeschool Cooperative,  

Redeemer, Gorham, ME ( Rec’d to date $ 607.41 ) 
$ 1,115 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2024-2026 is $85,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations 

payable to LWML-NED.  
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2024-2026 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $85,000 allocated as follows:   

         $55,250 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$21,250  for national LWML Mission Projects; and $8,500 for 

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru May 31, 2024, is  

$11,703.71  = 16% of Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

 

 

Rose and Honeysuckle

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT   
 

 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 
 

Confirmation is a commitment to God.   

 

Confirmation Sunday takes place generally during the months of May or June.  As we 

participate in the ceremony, memories of our own confirmation float back into our minds.  

My home LCMS congregation in Tonawanda New York had a three-Sunday celebration.  

The first week was “Question Sunday”.  Did any of you have that?  The confirmands sat in 

the front pew and the pastor, from the lectern, asked us questions from our three years of 

confirmation classes.  The entire congregation was present!  A sigh of relief came after that 

service was over.  Week two was the actual confirmation ceremony.  So, I ask you ladies, 

who remembers their confirmation verse?  I do!  Rev 2:10; “Remain faithful unto death and 

I will give you the crown of life”.  It is always a delight when a newly confirmed young 

adult receives my verse.  Week three the confirmands received their first communion in 

front of the congregation.  Do you remember what your confirmation was like?  Every 

year, at confirmation time, it is an opportunity for us to think about our commitment to God 

and to recommit ourselves to our Lord. 

 

The LWML-NED ladies are a committed group.  They love to share the gospel.  They are 

happy to join in to work at whatever project is ongoing.  They pledge their coins.  They 

give of themselves in every way possible.  And they have fun doing it.  If you would like 

to join in on more activities – put on your purple and come!  We open our arms to each 

and every person.  What a joy to be able to say John’s words (John 17:4) “I have brought 

you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.” 

Come and join in all the fun 

One and all are on the run 

Making quilts or cooking soup 

Managing a bible group 

Its spreading the word; giving a prayer 

There’s much to be done, please come and share. 

 

In Christian Fellowship       June 
Dr. June Rae Merwin, President, LWML-NED 
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LWML District 2024-2026 Mission Grant #2b 
 

2b Living Stones Homeschool Cooperative,  

 Redeemer, Gorham, ME  $1,115 
 

Living Stones Homeschool Cooperative has been added to Redeemer 

Lutheran Church ministry efforts.  On Wednesdays, during the school year, 

22 students will be at Redeemer.  Funding will help include necessary things 

such as background checks, proper first aid kit, and children’s hymnals. 

 

           Praise and thanks to our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 

LWML National 2023-2025 Mission Grant #11 

Lutheran Women in Mission Finish the Job 
Ministry in Mission, Haiti — $85,000 

About This Mission Grant 
Ministry in Mission has been working in Haiti for 15 

years with the leadership of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Haiti to meet the needs of people as they 

respond to devastating hurricanes and political unrest. 

An earthquake in 2021 destroyed many churches and 

work has begun to rebuild the churches. Currently the 

churches are open for worship as work continues. The 

necessary materials are in the country to finish floors, 

repair electrical work, install toilets, and complete 

furnishings.  

This grant will help purchase other needed supplies to 

finish work. Ministry in Mission and the Lutheran Church 

of Haiti continue to care for the needs of people at the 

Center of Refuge Orphanage and The Jacamel Lutheran 

Home for the elderly. 

 

 

  

 
This church in Carrefour Declos was 

damaged in 2017 from Hurricane Matthew. 

We repaired it and put on a sturdy roof. In 

2021 the earthquake destroyed it again. 

We were able to salvage the roof but the 

entire structure including the foundation 

was not viable. We rebuilt the church but 

did not have enough money to finish the 

floor and bathroom. 

 

It is with sadness in our hearts, yet confident hope in the resurrection to eternal life  

for all who believe that we write this note to you. Our beloved sister in Christ,  

Peggy Wang entered her eternal rest with the Lord yesterday, June 5, 2024.  
 

Please keep all of Peggy's family and friends in your prayers, as together we  

mourn her death yet rejoice in the blessings of God in her life. We especially thank  

and praise God for the greatest blessing of calling Peggy to faith in her crucified  

and risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and strengthening her to live that life of faith  

every day that had been written for her in the book of our heavenly Father. 

“WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT.” 
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Summer Resources (lwml.org/summer)  

From Memorial Day to Back to School, along with 4th of July and other summertime themes … here 

are devotional resources and service ideas for you and your LWML group. 

Devotions 

• Back to School — Christian Life, Witnessing 

• Back to School in the Word! — Christian Living, School 

• Free to Live — Christian Freedom 

• Firmly Planted — Weeding, Christian Life (2-Minute Tuesday) 

• Summertime — Christian Life (2-Minute Tuesday) 

• The Flag of Freedom — Citizenship 

• Walking in His Light — Patriotism and Personal Spirituality 

Litanies/Responsive Readings/Short Programs 

• Blessing of Convention Participants — Convention 

Bible Studies 

• Freedom in Christ — Holiday 

• Mountaintop Adventures — Transfiguration 

Sketches and Drama 

• God's Fireworks — Holiday, Christian Life 

Leadership 

• LWML Mailbox Member Program — Connect with women in your church who aren't 

involved in LWML currently. Use this program monthly as you reach out. Learn how to get 

started here and quickly access the monthly resources for summer. 

Mission Service Activities 

• Pack the Pantry 5k 

• Sponsor a No-Cost Garage Sale! 

• Support Our Military Personnel, Chaplains, and Our Veterans! 

• Fill a Backpack with School Supplies for the Children that Use Your Local Food Pantry! 

• Plan a Refugee Sunday Service 

• School Kits for Youth in Mexico 

• Breaking Down the Language Barrier 

• Simple monthly mission service ideas throughout the year — printable calendar 

Gifts From the Heart 

Gifts from the Heart Toolkits — LWML Toolkit Kits are kit suggestions that you can use for Gifts 

from the Heart in your district, zone, and local groups. These kit lists are simply a “jumping off” 

point to use as you share God’s love and serve the Lord with Gladness 

  

Preparing 

for your 

society or 

group 

gathering 

and need 

ideas? 

 

Check out 

what is 

available on 

our LWML 

website. 

 

https://www.lwml.org/posts/devotion/back-to-school
https://www.lwml.org/posts/devotion/back-to-school-in-the-word
https://www.lwml.org/posts/devotion/free-to-live
https://www.lwml.org/posts/word/firmly-planted
https://www.lwml.org/posts/word/summertime
https://www.lwml.org/posts/devotion/the-flag-of-freedom
https://www.lwml.org/posts/devotion/walking-in-his-light
https://www.lwml.org/posts/litany/blessing-of-convention-participants
https://www.lwml.org/posts/short-bible-studies/freedom-in-christ
https://www.lwml.org/posts/short-bible-studies/mountaintop-adventures
https://www.lwml.org/posts/sketch/gods-fireworks
https://www.lwml.org/mailbox
https://www.lwml.org/mailbox
https://www.lwml.org/mission-servants-activities/2012/03/july-2016
https://www.lwml.org/mission-servants-activities/2012/03/august-2016
https://www.lwml.org/posts/mission-servants-activities/may-2017
https://www.lwml.org/posts/mission-servants-activities/august-2017
https://www.lwml.org/posts/mission-servants-activities/june-2018
https://www.lwml.org/posts/mission-servants-activities/august-2018
https://www.lwml.org/posts/mission-servants-activities/august-2019
https://www.lwml.org/posts/mission-servants-activities/mission-service-calendar
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/free-resources/lwml-toolkit-kits
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APRIL 26-27  --  LWML-NED DISTRICT CONVENTION 

 

Below are excerpts from “Reflections” written by Nursen Ogutveren from the 

Mt. Laurel Zone after attending our New England District Convention. 

 

Gifts of Generosity 
Building Confidence at the LWML-NED Convention 

Reflections by Nurșen Ӧğütveren 
 

Attending the 2024 LWML-NED Convention as 

the young woman representative for the Mt. 

Laurel District was a transformative 

experience that filled me with warmth and 

profound inspiration.  

 

From the moment I stepped into the Marriott, I 

was absorbed in an atmosphere of warmth and 

welcome. It was more than just the smiles and 

greetings; it was a sense of coming home to a 

family I never knew I had. Despite my diverse 

background and being relatively new to the 

Lutheran faith, I never felt out of place. These women, many of whom differed from me in age and 

race, embraced me wholeheartedly, dissolving any fears of not fitting in.  

 

As a young woman representative, I felt so grateful for the generosity I experienced. I was given 

a role to play during the unfamiliar proceedings, and I was given such thoughtful gifts, my favorite 

being the Meant for Good bible study by Donna Snow. (Which has definitely convinced me that I 

HAVE to attend the fall conference to hear her speak in person!)  

 

Katie Schuermann's keynote on "Pew Sisters" was the highlight of the event. I was so moved by 

her testimony, and the joy she has in God despite her long journey of barrenness.  

 

Another practical and delightful takeaway from the conference was learning about the many 

resources on the LWML website. My favorite has to be the Mite prayer calendar, which has 

become a cherished part of my daily routine with my young toddler. It's been a wonderful tool for 

introducing him to prayer and showing him how we can talk to God about anything, any time.  

 

The confidence I felt surrounded by such extraordinary women gave me a fresh perspective on 

the crisis of self-doubt many young women face today.  By contrast, in a room full of joyful, 

mission-focused women serving God with generous hearts, I could see that the antidote was right 

in front of me. There is so much wisdom in God's invitation to generosity. Generosity is the ultimate 

act of self-confidence. In giving, we declare that we are enough, and that we have enough to share.  

 

Reflecting on those transformative two days, I am overwhelmed with gratitude for the countless 

blessings I received.  

We thank Nurșen Ӧğütveren for her thoughts. 

 

 
Nursen, Megan Hollrah, Page Veino, and Stephanie Schultz 

https://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/mite-challenge-calendar?month=11&year=2019
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Summertime  
  

How has your summer gone? Have you been enjoying the warmer 

weather, time off from school or work, and carefree days to just enjoy 

yourself? That, of course, is what summers are for, but it can also 

become a time to take a vacation away from God. Maybe we are too 

busy going here or there to go to church regularly during the summer 

months. We take vacations which can limit our attendance at church on 

Sundays. Our schedules are different, and it is easy to skip doing 

devotions or reading the Bible as regularly as we normally do. 

 

James 4:8a states Draw near to God, and He will 

draw near to you. God wants us to have a continuous relationship with Him. 

He wants us to enjoy the blessings He provides, and He desires us to 

involve Him in all that we do. LWML has many resources that you can use to 

stay connected with God even though you may be away from home or our 

usual routines. Visit lwml.org   and you will find many devotions and Bible 

studies that you can print out and take with you as you travel. Take along 

the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly to read as you relax at the lake. Praise God 

for the beauty of His world as you visit different areas of the country and spend time with family 

and friends. And remember He desires a relationship with you. 

 

Valerie Biberdorf, LWML North Dakota District President, 2016–2020 

 

  

 

 

 Our dear Lydia Comfort Dog lost her fight with 

 kidney failure and was put to sleep with the  

 Team’s Top Dog Joyce and primary care givers  

 Karen and Troy holding her on May 20th.  

  

 The congregation at Messiah, Lynnfield was  

 blessed with 10 years of unique outreach ministry 

 throughout New England as well as around the  

 US, bringing the mercy, compassion, presence and 

proclamation of our Savior Jesus Christ to people who we never would have met 

without Lydia Comfort Dog.  We are so much richer in our relationships with our 

Lord, because He taught us so much through this unique ministry. 
************************************* 

Dear LWML-NED members - NED has been blessed with the wonderful outreach ministry of 

Lydia and her team over the past ten years.  LWML-NED has supported this ministry for many 

years.  Thank you all for your devotion to this program.  In Christian Fellowship.  June 

 

 

 



 

Page 7 of 7 
 

What’s going on in New England! 
 

Koinonia Zone - St. Peters Lutheran Church, Norwalk, Ct 
 

WINGS Service Project – The Special Women's Ministry at St. Peters has 

selected ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN as their first service project. According to Pastor Kotila, the 

Branch Manager for OGT located in the New England District, their greatest need at the 

moment is for Hygiene Kits. Flyers are available in the church Narthex and on their 

website https://www.ogt.org/special-projects/ which list the contents of these Kits. Items 

can be brought to church through July 31st and placed on the table in the Narthex. 

 

Orphan Grain Train enables God's people to share material resources and bring Christ's 

name and character to needy people far and near.   

 

OGT News:  A shipment on June 3rd was sent to the Christian Appalachian Project 

(CAP) which aids those less fortunate over an 8-state area and is 

headquartered in Kentucky. The shipment included over 1100 boxes 

of Linens, Men’s and Womens Clothing, Coats, Hygiene supplies, 

Medical supplies, Diapers, and Coveralls. Also included were            

11 Bicycles, 10 wheelchairs, 25 commodes, 10 CPAP machines and           

8 Sewing Machines. 

 

 

 

  

        LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS 
Date Location Function Other Info 

JUNE/22/2024 First Lutheran, 

Holyoke, MA 

LWML-NED Board of Directors 

Meeting  10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Questions: 

June Merwin at 
president@lwml-ned.org   

NOV/01-02/2024 

 

Hotel UMass, 

Amherst, MA 

(New Hotel) 

RETREAT  

Speaker:  Donna Snow 

Topic:   Meant for good:  

              a Study of Joseph 

Questions: 

Christina Anop at 
ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org  

JUN/26-30/2025 Omaha, 

Nebraska 

41st Biennial  

LWML Convention 

“Growing in God’s Grace,” But 

grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

him be the glory both now and to the 

day of eternity. (2 Peter 3:18) 

Hosting Districts –  

LWML Nebraska North & 

LWML Nebraska South 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ogt.org/special-projects/
mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
mailto:ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org

