April 15, 2020
We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On”
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most upto-date information on what is happening in the
LWML New England District and nationally.
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org
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ended March 31st

Partial Mission Grant Funded:
#8 Free Med Check-Ups/ - $1,807.24 toward $3,000
Eye Screening India
Unfunded Mission Grants:
#8 Free Med Check-Ups/Eye Screening India - $1,192.76
#9 LCMS Missionary Expenses – $3,075.00
The LWML-NED BOD will work to resolve the shortfall.

Barbara’s Bits
Dear friends, "LET THERE BE LIGHT!" For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6.
I cannot wait to celebrate our Convention Theme with you when we can finally be socially
near to each other. This social distancing is very hard!
I understand it’s even harder for our first responders, our medical doctors, nurses,
technicians, and hospital staff, our police, fireman, sanitation workers, mail and package
delivery workers, and everyone on the front line, and actually for the entire world. Can you
think of one person unaffected by this pandemic? It is even harder for the families and
friends of those who have died. Our sister-in-Christ Joanie Forrester was called home last
week following a brief hospitalization due to COVID-19. We grieve at our own loss of a
friend here on earth. But we rejoice with all the saints above, who welcome her to her
eternal home. Thanks be to God!
Reverend Sandeno from Redeemer Lutheran Church in Gorham, Maine was going to be a
Focus Forum speaker at our Convention. When I informed everyone that the convention
was canceled, he responded with these lovely words about our LWML: “While I miss the
opportunity to join you in convention this year, I still thank God for the work that you have
done and continue to do. As Christ opened the eyes of the man born blind such that he saw
the Light and believed in Him, may the work of our New England District LWML long
support the ministry of the Light shining in this world's darkness.” He is risen! He is
risen, indeed! Alleluia!
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2020 LWML-NED Convention
“Let there be Light”

Genesis 1:30

The Business of the Convention the Election of Officers and selection of
Mission Grants will be conducted through voting by postal mail to delegates
from each society.
❖ Each LWML Society at our District churches may have 2 delegates.
❖ According to our Bylaws, voting members of the Board of Directors and

Past District Presidents are also eligible to vote.
❖ Voting results will be distributed throughout the District and on our

website.
❖ See our website for the slate of Candidates and Mission Projects to be

voted on."

Calendar News:
April 24th to 25th

2020 LWML-NED Convention (Taunton, MA)
Theme: “Let there be Light” Genesis 1:3
Guest: Debbie Larson, President LWML

ZONE SPRING RALLIES
Events
Postponed

Cancelled

March 22nd

Eastern Zone Spring Rally at Trinity Lutheran in West Roxbury
Theme: “The Cameroon Ministry in West Roxbury”
rd
May 3
Koinonia Zone Spring Rally a Spring Tea in Danbury
Theme: “My Quilt, My Life” Speaker: Norma Lopez-Burton
rd
May 3
Mid-Valley Zone at Trinity Lutheran Church, Springfield MA
th
May 16
Northern Zone Spring Rally at Our Savior Lutheran Church,
Westminster, MA
Mountain Laurel Zone LWML Ladies are invited to attend Spring Rallies in all
Zones.

I JUST ASKED A SIX-YEAR-OLD
IF HE UNDERSTANDS WHY THERE IS NO SCHOOL-HE SAID YES BECAUSE THEY ARE OUT OF TOILET PAPER
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A Message on COVID-19
The LWML-NED Board of Directors having cancelled our District Convention are
counseling us to follow the guidelines set out by state and federal authorities. We,
Lutheran Women in Mission can take a proactive approach! Look around you and be of
service to those who need help in your church and community. There are those that
need help buying groceries, picking up medication, getting their mail, etc.
Together, we can meet these current challenges and, with the Spirit’s help, find
opportunities that the Lord puts before us as we serve His people and share His Gospel.
Luke 12:22 reads, "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life …
Continuing in verse 25, "And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his
span of life?" Jesus instructs that we not be anxious and He shares exactly what we
should do. "Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in
the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys" (and
dare I say where no virus attacks). For where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also" (Luke 12:33-34).

LCMS and LWML LINKS
(Shift and click on link below)

TO USE DURING THIS COVID-19 TIME

For LCMS Sermons use this link: https://www.lcms.org/worship/sermons
For LCMS Bible Studies for congregation and individuals use this link:
https://www.lcms.org/worship/bible-studies

For LCMS Kids-in-Devine-Service use this link:
https://www.lcms.org/worship/kids-in-the-divine-service
For LWML Bible Studies use this link: http://www.lwml.org/bible-studies
For LWML April 2020 Program Helps use this link: http://www.lwml.org/featured-program-helps
For LWML Growth and Development use this link: http://www.lwml.org/growthanddevelopment

How Far IS 6 feet?
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2019-2021 Mission Grant 9

Wind River Indian Reservation Transportation at
Fort Washakie in Wyoming
Wind River Lutheran Mission

$40,000

Wind River Lutheran Mission (WRLM) works with the Shoshone and Arapaho tribes and is
currently the only existing full-time mission with a pastor living on site. In this high poverty
area of Native Americans, children receive little or no support when it comes to Christian
education. A large part of this ministry focuses on outreach to the children of the Wind River
Reservation. Parents allow WRLM staff to pick up their children and take them to Sunday
school or VBS. In most instances this is the only opportunity to share the Gospel of Christ with
children living on the reservation. With a suitable vehicle purchased with this grant money,
children will be able to continue the approximately eighty-eight-mile round trip for Sunday
school at Fort Washakie and the sixty-mile round trip for “Monday” school at Crowheart.
WHEREAS, the transportation needs of the people of
the Wind River Indian Reservation are great and the
Wind River Lutheran Mission is unable to finance the
cost of reliable transportation; therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the delegates gathered at the 2019
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Convention in
Mobile, Alabama, vote the sum of $40,000 to help
fund Wind River Indian Reservation Transportation.

What’s Happening in our Zones
Northern Zone: Our LWML in Bedford, MA is not meeting until the stay-at-home ordered is lifted. Special
handmade cards are being sent to our Church family to be uplifting and supportive. We are staying
connect through emails.
As a church Bedford, MA is conducting Sunday and Holy Week services on Facebook, meetings and
Sunday School via Zoom. The children's Sunday school lessons are being prepare by the teaches to be
taught by their parent who will pick them up on Saturdays.

WE ARE ALL GONNA BE SO BORED
BY THE END OF THIS THAT
EVERYBODY IS GONNA KNOW
HOW TO FOLD A FITTED SHEET.
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A Mission Update from Christina Anop
SERVING THE LORD IN UGANDA
Megan and Mark Mantey
Like everyone else, our last few weeks have looked differently
for daily life and ministry.
In mid-March the Ugandan government put preventative
measures in place to help with health and safety. Similar to the
US, the LCU (Lutheran Church of Uganda) pastors and LTCU
(Lutheran Theological College Uganda) faculty and staff had to
make quick and decisive actions that would best support the health and well-being of the
people, as well as continue to further the work of the Lord.
CURRENT DAILY LIFE
The Lord’s work continues! We safely work from our home in Jinja, Uganda. Yet, we are
still able to daily liaise with the LCU. Mark meets regularly with the church and seminary
leaders as the seminary still needs to be maintained and developed during this temporary
break. He also continues to work on long-term fiscal planning with the seminary leaders.
Megan has been working ahead on curriculum, grading papers, and calling students to
maintain relationships and encourage one another. Megan also serves as a mental health
counselor for other missionaries and expatriates in Jinja and continues to do that via the
internet. We praise God for the unique opportunities to serve and praise Him in Jesus’
name!
Please continue to save and remit your mite donations. Our mission
grants to share the love of Christ locally, nationally and internationally
continue even in the midst of the COVID-19.

SEND MITES TO:

Susan Lastowski,
LWML-NED Treasurer, P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041
And now for something totally different –
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