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             October 2022 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org 
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     SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
               LWML-New England District 
               P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    4 

Brazilian - Portuguese Language Outreach—Messiah Lutheran 

Church, Lynnfield, MA (Received to date $2,848.87) See Page 5 $ 5,000 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

 

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2022-2024 is $75,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations 

payable to LWML-NED.  
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2022-2024 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $75,000 allocated as follows:   

         $48,750 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$18,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,500 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru September 30, 2022, is  

$17,921.34 = 23.8% of new Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT    
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 

 
One of the objectives of the LWML is to “inspire women to be in the Word” so they can “witness to others 

and share Christ.”  We need to be fed daily by God’s life-giving Word. For the word of God is living and 

active (Hebrews 4:12a).  

 

Why does LWML emphasize being in the Word?   

• The Holy Spirit works through the Word to create and strengthen faith and to give us the gifts that 

Jesus won for us by His death and resurrection.  Free gifts given to us out of God’s great love, grace, 

and mercy for us. So, faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ (Romans 

10:17). 

 

• We trust God’s Word is perfect and true and will accomplish His plan. For as the rain and snow come 

down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving 

seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 

return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and shall succeed in the thing for which 

I sent it (Isaiah 55:10-11). 

 

To encourage our women to be in the Word, the LWML-NED holds an annual retreat where we spend time 

over two days to do as Mary did and sit at the feet of Jesus listening to His Word.  But the Lord answered her, 

“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary.  Mary has chosen 

the good portion, which will not be taken away from her” (Luke 10:41-42).  We are anxious and troubled by 

many things in this world, and it is only in listening to Jesus through His Word that we find true peace, 

comfort, and strength. 

 

Along with the Bible study, attendees will have the opportunity to participate in two service projects: 

marking Bibles for prison ministry and creating cards of encouragement. Having heard the Word, we 

joyfully give of ourselves in service to others. Those attending will also have the opportunity to share their 

blessings by bringing monetary gifts and supplies for our NED Lutheran Schools and by giving to mites to 

support our Mission Projects. 

 

Let us ever be thankful and not take for granted how blessed we are to be able to freely gather as sisters in 

Christ to hear and study God’s Word.  If you are able, I encourage each of you to join us to study Esther with 

our Bible study leader, Donna Snow. You will find more detailed information on the retreat in this PIO. 

 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month, and so we remember, appreciate, and thank our Pastoral 

Counselors, the Rev. Ed Harkey, and the Rev. Volker Heide. Thank you for your faithful service, for your 

willingness to always share the Word with us, and for lifting us and the mission of the LWML up in prayer.  

We thank God that He chose you to serve the LWML-NED at this time, and we hope that you feel 

appreciated not just this month but all year long!  We also remember with appreciation all the pastors who 

faithfully served us in the past.  May God richly bless them and all pastors as they share the life-giving 

Word. In addition, we appreciate and thank all our church workers in New England and pray God’s 

blessings upon them as they serve the Lord and His church. 

 

Serving the Lord with gladness, 

  

Sharon P. Dever 

Sharon P. Dever, LWML-NED President  
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Pray for our Nation and World 
 

Gracious and merciful heavenly Father, heaven 

and earth are in Your hands, and You continue to 

uphold and sustain all of life, as You have 

promised. In Your Son, You have assured us that 

You are with us always, bringing light into our 

darkest times and granting to us Your divine 

peace. 

We pray for our nation in these times where 

disaster, suffering, and struggle have befallen 

Your people in many areas of our country and 

world. We pray for those impacted by Hurricanes Fiona and Ian. Where there has 

been injury and loss of life, provide Your healing and Your comfort in accord with 

Your will. Be with those who have lost their possessions and homes and restore them 

in Your good time. Give strength to all who will serve in bringing relief and mercy to 

those in need, and provide them the resources needed, as well as the words of 

comfort to offer, directing all to the hope we have in Christ. Fulfill Your promise that 

You will give to all their daily bread, supplying our needs in the ways that are best 

for us. We pray also for all who are impacted by wildfires in various parts of our 

country. Protect all who serve as firefighters and emergency management personnel 

and keep Your people safe from devastation and destruction. 

As nations rage and plot against one another, we ask for You to bring peace to all 

places where hostility is heightened. We ask You to continue to be with the people 

of Ukraine as war rages among them. Calm, also, the tensions in Asia as threats of 

violence seem to escalate more and more each day. May Your people be bold in 

their witness during conflict to the peace which You provide in Your Son, Jesus 

Christ. Be with the leaders of all nations that terms of peace and accords of 

understanding may be reached so that all citizens may dwell in those things which 

You have given for our good. 

Finally, Lord, we pray for seasonable weather, that harvest and crops and cattle may 

be brought forth to feed Your people. We thank You for those who labor on our 

behalf to provide us with the fruits of Your creation. And as our economy continues 

to be uncertain, give to all who cry to You whatsoever they need to support them in 

this body and life, even as You have given all that is needful for our life in Your 

kingdom eternally, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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: 

THE LWML PROVIDED 60 NEW STUDENT-GOODIE 

BAGS TO WELCOME THE STUDENTS TO SEMINARY.   

THIS SMALL GIFT, WHICH INCLUDED LWML ITEMS, BROCHURES, 

AND A LOCAL DELI GIFT CARD, ENCOURAGED THEM TO KNOW 

THAT THE LWML IS PRAYING FOR THEM AS THEY BEGIN THEIR 

STUDIES TO SERVE GOD’S PEOPLE AS PASTORS AND 

DEACONESSES.    

Could we use this idea as gifts for Rally’s, etc.?  Items incorporated can 

vary for every situation.  Think about it! 

 

 It is that time of year!  

Trinity Lutheran Church, Stamford, Ct in September collected 

the pictured bags of school items.  They were delivered to 

Orphan Grain Train in Terryville, CT on Thursday, 

September 22nd for packing  into “SCHOOL KITS”. 

Together, we “Serve the Lord with gladness” Psalm 100.2. 

 

Mission Service Activity of the Month 
October 2022:  Make a Pumpkin Floral Centerpiece for a Shut-In 

 
Seasonal decorations often bring joy and delight to 

people that are shut in. The October Pumpkin Floral 

Centerpiece activity can be easily made and may 

brighten the day of both the maker and the recipient. 

Prior to visiting the recipient of your gift, you may want 

to print off the devotion and some LWML Fall 

Notecards to share with them; found at website Mission 

Service Activities - Lutheran Women's Missionary League (lwml.org). 

Our Lord, the One who knows us best, flashes His gracious smile on us daily! Because of our 

weakness, failure, and disobedience, we may fear that God is scowling. God assures us, however, 

that His smile does not depend on us. It’s His free gift. For it is by God’s grace that you have been 

saved through faith. It is not the result of your own efforts, but God’s gift, so that no one can boast 

about it (Ephesians 2:8–9 GNT). Grace is God’s smile upon us.  
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LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant #4 
 

4  Brazilian - Portuguese Language Outreach—Messiah Lutheran 

Church, Lynnfield, MA----$5,000 

 
 The purpose of this project is to help Messiah Lutheran Church share the Gospel 

with the Portuguese speaking population in their area. First generation Brazilian 

immigrants need resources for spiritual growth in their native language, and Messiah 

needs help in communicating with them. They currently have several families connected 

to the church that would benefit from Portuguese language resources, and they believe 

that if they can provide Bible Studies and fellowship 

opportunities in Portuguese that number will grow. This 

grant will provide Portuguese Bibles and catechisms, 

food and supplies to host fellowship gatherings, and a 

Portuguese speaking LCMS pastor to lead regular Bible 

Study in Portuguese over Zoom.  
 
 

LWML National 2021-2023 Mission Grant #16  

 

Bring the Inner-City Children to Camp 
Lutheran Valley Retreat, Colorado — $25,000 

About This Mission Grant 
Lutheran Valley Retreat (LVR) shares both 

God’s grace and the glory of His creation. 

Many families in metropolitan Denver are 

unable to fully finance camp tuition or 

provide transportation to LVR where their 

children would experience God’s Word in 

daily devotions, singing, and worshipping 

around a campfire. This grant will span two 

summers when LVR will partner with 

Lutheran churches in Denver to arrange sign-

up, transportation, and scholarships for 50 

children from the inner city, so they could 

have this mountain-top camp experience. 

Research shows that the challenges of camp 

activities are transformational, giving 

children tools to overcome real-world 

challenges when they return home.  

1 John 4:19 We love because He first loved us.  
 

LVR strives to share God's grace and glory in 

His creation. In the forest, away from daily life 

and cell phone coverage or other technology 

distractions, campers get to connect with God 

and each other. 
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Focus on November RETREAT 

Theme:  BE THOU MY VISION (In such a time as this) 

November 4th and 5th at the  

DoubleTree at Bradley Airport 
Hotel:  860-627-5171 

Check website (www.LWML-NED.org/retreat) for Registration and Covid Release 

Forms and make your Reservations! 
 

          Registration cost:  

                  Registration Fee: $50   

                  Registration Fee: First Time Attendees: Pay only $45!!!  

                  Saturday luncheon provided as part of your registration costs. 

 

Together we will share the themed Bible Study  

led by DONNA SNOW. 
 

Here is a short summary of her Bible Study from Donna: 

"The story of Esther is as dramatic as any major motion picture. After the past few years, 

we can certainly relate. Esther kept her eyes on God despite the drama that swirled 

around her. We will walk through her epic story to learn how we can apply those same 

principles to our daily faith walk as we trust God alone to be the vision for our future." 

 

Donna’s Bible studies and Devotion books will be available for purchase and for her to 

sign as time permits. 

 

There will be the opportunity to work on two service projects and  

there will be a collection for Mite offerings.  The singing will be led by  

Sue Lastowski and accompanied by Randy Spaulding.  Devotions  

and prayers led by our 2 pastoral counselors.   

 

 

Gifts From the Heart 

We will support NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT LUTHERAN SCHOOLS:  (Holyoke MA, Bristol CT,  

 Danbury CT, and Keene NH) by GIFTS CARDS (Target/Walmart/Costco/  

 Hobby Lobby/Michael’s/Barnes & Noble/Amazon); and/or Tissues,  

 Clorox wipes, Spiral notebooks, Card Stock (red, white, and blue) 
 

Check out Page 7 for our Craft Table needs… 
 

Do Not 

Forget

! 
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LWML-NED Calendar 
Date Start End  

Nov/04/2022 7:00 PM 9:00 PM RETREAT - BE THOU MY VISION 

                         (In Such a Time as This) 
           DoubleTree Hotel at Bradley Airport 860-627-5171  

Nov/05/2022 8:00 AM 3:00 PM 

Jun/22-25/2023 Tbd Tbd  40th Biennial National Convention of the 

Lutheran Womens Missionary League, Milwaukee, WI 

 


