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                November 2023 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 For more news and information, visit  
 www.lwml-ned.org 
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     SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  

            LWML-New England District 

            P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

  13b 

Study abroad, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN 

( Rec’d to date $356.00) $ 5,600 

 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2022-2024 is $75,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations payable 

to LWML-NED.  

Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2022-2024 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $75,000 allocated as follows:   

         $48,750 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$18,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,500 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru October 31, 2023, is  

$66,800.65 = 89% of Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

 

 

 
Chrysanthemum 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT   
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 
 

Giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

(Ephesians 5:20). As we learned at our recent retreat, thanksgiving is a theme of the book of 

Ephesians, and a great theme this month as we also celebrate our National Day of Thanksgiving 

next week.  

  

Our natural desire is to please ourselves, take credit for our successes, and focus inward. God’s 

desire is that we live our lives in thankfulness, turning our focus away from ourselves to Him, the 

giver of all blessings. In His great love and mercy, He sent His Son to take our deserved 

punishment so He could give us the free gift of eternal life with Him. That alone should elicit our 

infinite thanks and praise to God each day, but there’s more. He gives us so many opportunities 

each day to offer our thanks to Him as He showers us with so many blessings. 

 

As Lutheran Women in Mission in New England, we have much to thank and praise God for, too! 

 

October Matching Grant Mite Challenge.  Our grateful thanks to an LWML-NED member who 

agreed to match every gift given to mites, up to $5,000, during the month of October. Eager to see 

us reach our $75,000 Mission Goal and fund all our Mission Projects this biennium, you generously 

gave $11,870.75! In one month! So, we were blessed to receive the full $5,000 match, and we 

added $16,870.75 to our mite offering total last month! When Treasurer Sue Lastowski 

announced the total at the retreat, Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow echoed throughout 

the hotel! Thank you, Sue, for your extra effort last month.  We know you did it joyfully!  

 

Funded Mission Projects. Our October mite collection allowed us to fully fund four Mission 

Projects: 

• #10: Sea Containers for Haiti Earthquake Response, $5,000 

• #11: Tuition Assistance for Deaf Students, $2,500 

• #12: Wheels for the Lord’s Physically Disabled, $1,800  

• #13a: Outreach, Meals, and Bible Study Materials for Student Ministry in Pittsburgh, $1,500 

 

Our Fall Retreat.  We had an amazing time of Bible study, mission inspiration, giving, service, 

and fellowship. We were blessed this year to have 128 register and 124 attend, 38 more than last 

year, and 39 first timers! What a blessing to have so many in the Word for two days! We know 

God blessed the hearing of the Word, and it will bear fruit! Praise God! We give thanks to our 

Bible study leader, the Rev. William Weedon, for sharing the riches of Ephesians with us.  

  

We were pleased and thankful to hear from two of the missions our mite offerings have supported 

in the past. Jon Rossman shared an update on the Gbarnga Lutheran Mission in Liberia, and the 

Rev. Dan Schmelzer shared an update on Capstone Ministries in Kenya.  

 

We give our thanks to Brenda Bacon and Lutheran Church Extension Fund for sponsoring our 

coffee hour. 
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Letter (Continued) 

 

Offering and Donations.  Thank you to all who contributed to mites through our offering and 

through donations for the gift baskets and other items in our display room, and to Sue Lastowski 

for donating a percentage of her book sales. We raised an additional $2,810 for mites! 

 

Gifts from the Heart.  What a blessing you were to our four Lutheran Schools in New England! 

You generously donated over $700 in gift cards and 635 boxes of crayons, colored pencils, 

markers, tissues, wipes, etc. Thank you for your generosity and support! 

 

Willing Servants. We give thanks for all who served and gave of their time to make the retreat 

possible:   
 

• VP of Christian Life, Christina Anop, for copying and putting together the folders, arranging 

the first timer gifts, and for her dedication to the donation tables for mites, including all that 

she made and donated 

• Christian Life Committee Chair, Delberta Novicki, for the service projects: the beautiful 

angels and the cards 

• Registrar, Pat Heather, for her diligence in keeping track of the attendees, meals, and 

making the name badges 

• Pastoral Counselors, the Rev. Ed Harkey, and the Rev. Volker Heide, for their devotions 

and prayers 

• Senior Pastoral Counselor, Rev. Ed Harkey, for supplying the hymnals  

• Randy Spaulding, our musician for the weekend, for the beautiful music we enjoyed as he  

 accompanied our singing   

• Amy Eversole, for all of the time she gave to help set up and man the display room 

• Wini Pickett, for creating the beautiful angel centerpieces and donating them for mites 

• Treasurer Sue Lastowski, for counting and sharing the mite offering total, presenting, and 

writing checks, and sharing the Mite Challenge results 

• Gifts from the Heart organizers: Kate Bosch, Megan Hollrah, Gail Milke, Stephanie Schultz,  

 Nancy Stinnett, Sage Veino, and Cindy Zattich, for tallying, sorting, and dividing all the  

items for our Lutheran schools 

• Gifts from the Heart deliverers: Megan Hollrah, Sue Lastowski, Ruth Scheumann, and Jan 

Krampitz and the women of Holy Trinity, Terryville, CT, for delivering our gifts to the 

schools 

• The unnamed servants.  I know our women, so I know so many of you served and helped at 

 the retreat in so many ways that went unnoticed.  Thank you for giving a ride to someone 

in need, sharing a room, pitching in to help carry items, helping to set up, etc.  God knows 

the kindness you shared! 
 

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted, and built up in him and 

established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving (Colossians 2:6-7). 

 

May each of you and your families have a very blessed Thanksgiving as you recognize and give 

thanks to the giver of all temporal and eternal blessings! 

 

Serving the Lord with gladness,  
 

Sharon P. Dever  

LWML-NED President 
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LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant #13b 

 

TOO GOOD TO HOLD BACK  The following was announced at Retreat that the 

following Mission Grants were funded – 10. Sea Containers for Haiti Earthquake, Ministry 

in Mission $5,000; 11. Tuition Assistance, St. Martin’s Lutheran School for the Deaf, 

Dearborn, MI $2,500; 12. Wheels for the Lord’s Physically Disabled, Good Shepherd 

Family, CA $1,800; and 13a. Outreach, Meals, and Bible Study Materials, LSF, Pittsburgh, 

PA $1,500.  We accomplished this because we reached our Challenge Goal to receive 

$5,000+ by 10/31/23 and it was matched by $5,000.  Thanks to the women of the New 

England District.   

We do this in the name of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Thanks be to God. 

 

13b. Sowing a Missionary Mindset through Study Abroad—Concordia Theological 

Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN—$5,600 Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

(CTSFW), brings the saving Gospel into all the world by forming servants in Jesus Christ who will 

teach the faithful, reach the lost, and care for all. Because all Lutheran pastors and deaconesses 

should be knowledgeable about world missions and have firsthand experience in international 

mission work, students are encouraged to participate in a study abroad mission trip. During 

mission trips to Kenya, students participate in theological seminars alongside African students 

from Matongo Lutheran Seminary in Kenya. They learn the history and current work of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya. Visits are made to the Evangelist School in northern 

Kenya, to the Diaconal Center and Home for the Severely Handicapped in Kisumu, and to the 

Lutheran orphanage in Matongo. Grant funds will assist one student with travel, accommodation, 

class credit, and course material expenses, while participating in the study abroad mission trip. 

 

LWML National 2023-2025 Mission Grant #2 

 

A Healing Space for At-Risk Children —  

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, ND  

$100,000 

About This Mission Grant 

The Christ-centered, healing ministry of Dakota Boys and Girls 

Ranch creates an eternal, lifegiving impact in the lives of children, 

age 10 to 18, who have faced unimaginable trauma.  Due to 

childhood traumas of violence, abuse, neglect, and more, Ranch 

children experience debilitating emptiness and loneliness at the 

deepest of levels; levels that only Christ can heal. A gap in 

spiritual care on the Ranch’s Bismarck campus has been a chapel 

facility specifically designed to be a healing space for traumatized boys and girls. A construction 

date of Spring 2024 has been set to build a chapel to serve as a healing space to help them know 

and experience the mercy of Christ and His healing power. This grant will help meet the 

construction costs of the Chapel on the Bismarck campus and provide healing for at risk children.   
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     LCMS-NED 2024 District Convention 
   APRIL 26-27, 2024, MARRIOTT HOTEL, TRUMBULL, CT 
 

Theme:      “SONGS IN THE NIGHT” 
Based on: Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night, (Job 35:10). 

 

Recall that when Paul and Silas were in prison, they sang.  When the Israelites were going into 

battle, they prayed for guidance.  God told them to send the choir first. 

 

Keynote Speaker: Katie Schuermann:  author, speaker, and musician 

 Topic: Pew Sisters:  Let’s gather and celebrate our true sisterhood – our pew  

  sisterhood – and discuss what it means to be a woman in the church. 

 

Bible Study Leader:  The Rev. Nathan Erb, Pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran Church,  

  Trumbull, CT 
 

                                  * * * * * * * * *  
Young Woman Representative to the 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

New England District 28th Biennial Convention 

 

WHO: a mature young woman, preferably 22-35 years of age, 

who is a member of the LCMS and has not previously attended a  

district convention as a Zone Young Woman Representative, 

who has a deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ and 

is willing to participate in the full scope of the Convention. 

WHAT: The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) New England District Convention. 

The Convention includes missionary updates, business meetings, break-out sessions with 

interesting speakers or servant opportunities, Bible study, and lots of Christian sister fellowship! 

WHERE:  Marriott Hotel, Trumbull, CT on April 26-27, 2024 (see above) 

HOW:  Compliments of the LWML-NED! We will pay for your hotel room on Friday night (shared 

with another YWR), plus dinner on Friday, and breakfast and lunch on Saturday. 

WHY: Because we love the LWML, we love you, and we’d like you to love the LWML! 

LWML is also known as Lutheran Women in Mission, and we think that phrase and our mission 

statement describe us perfectly: The mission of the Lutheran Women in New England is to continue 

glorifying our God through acts of love, service, and encouragement toward each other and those 

whose lives we touch. 

 

NEXT STEPS: Fill out an application found at http://lwml-ned.org/convention/, scan, and submit it 

to our Young Women Committee at mrs.sage@veino.com.  All paperwork is due by March 1, 2024. 

 

We look forward to meeting you and introducing you too the  

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  

 

http://lwml-ned.org/convention/
mailto:mrs.sage@veino.com
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We are delighted to share that the  

LWML-NED Board of Directors has a New Member!   

The Lord has led Stephanie Schultz to accept the position of 

CHAIRMAN OF THE MISSION GRANTS COMMITTEE.  Stephanie most 

recently served as our District’s Young Women Representative 

(YWR) to the LWML convention in Milwaukee.  She is a member of 

Immanuel Lutheran Church in Danbury, CT.  We are thankful for 

her willingness to continue her service to the LWML-NED and 

know she will be a blessing.   

Please keep Stephanie in your prayers as she serves the Lord with 

gladness. 

Seminary Women Receive LWML Mission-Minded Gifts 

 

 

 

 

50 women from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, (CTSFW), including students studying to 

be deaconesses and future pastor wives, came together for their fall retreat on October 7, 2023. In addition 

to receiving strength and fellowship together in God’s Word, they also received mission-minded gifts from 

Lutheran Women in Mission including LWML blankets, journals, devotions, and more. Lutheran Women in 

Mission continues to lift in prayer these women and the seminary communities that support and provide 

great study and fellowship opportunities for them at both CTSFW and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

LWML-NED Women in Action  

                   

              

$5,000 Goal 

Date Amt 
Received 

% Of 

Goal 

10/15/23 $2,265 45.3%  

10/31/23 $5,000+  100%  

LWML-NED News 

OCTOBER MATCHING GRANT 

MITE Challenge Status! 
 

We received an offer from an LWML member to match 

every gift donated to MITES dollar-for-dollar during the 

month of October up to $5,000! 

Please prayerfully consider what you might be able to 

give to mites this month. 

       Your donation will help us fund our  

        Mission Projects and reach our Mission Goal! 
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Zone Woman in Action 

BLIZZARD BOXES – Lutheran Church of Madison LWML’s fall project 

 

Front: Sharon Schmidt, Hilke Schirmer, Marianne DeMartino, Bev Cuseo, Dottie Simonides 

Back: Barb Rotermund, Rosemarie Tanner, Valjean Brauchler, Marylou Joslyn, Rose Maco 

and Melody Wirgau 
 

 
Marianne DeMartino, Project Chair; June Merwin, LCM LWML President 

 

Blizzard Boxes are distributed during autumn to residents who subscribe to Meals on 

Wheels.  The boxes are used during winter blizzards when Meals on Wheels cannot 

provide their normal deliveries.  The contents include staples (pasta & sauce, peanut 

butter & crackers, rice, snacks, etc.) as well as a flashlight. 
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LWML MT LAUREL FALL RALLY @ LCM, OCTOBER 2023 

 

  
Barb Lis, Co-Pres Mt Laurel Zone, LWML         Matt & Sharon Dever (Pres LWML NED) & Meghan Hollrah, VP 
NED LWML 

  

                
  

Sue Evans 
Lastowski, 
keynote 
speaker and 
author of 
Mighty 
Winds, 
Rushing 
Waters 

Zone Basket created at 
Rally for Retreat 
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Spirit Warrior Ministry Update 
Dear Sisters in Christ: 
 

Greetings from Spirit Warrior!  What a year it has been since LWML-NED Board member Sage Veino visited our facility, met the 

horses, and brought the LWML Mission Grant check.  Shortly after her visit, the weather began to get cold, wet, and muddy.  The 

horses were not fans, and neither were the humans.  We met with our Veterans until the temperatures dropped below 32 degrees 

(factor in the windchill), and then we closed the program until the warmer weather returned.  

  

When it seemed that we were heading into warmer weather, we asked the Veterans to come back  to touch base with us and to interact 

with the horses after a long winter, but I slipped on the ice and face planted into the ground destroying my rotator cuff.  I lost all 

mobility in my dominant right arm and was not allowed to drive. My Veterans and Chris Hubbard were amazing in helping me.  As I 

entered physical therapy to train the muscles around the shoulder, we kept an eye on the weather and Chris worked with the Veterans. 

Hope for Healing sponsored a seminar on Positive Reinforcement training for the local community, and Penny was the star of the 

seminar, showing that she could listen and learn. 

   

At the same time as my shoulder injury, I was diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer of the bone and lung.  This provided the 

opportunity to train the horses to recognize and work with individuals who might be carrying around an oxygen tank, or who is slow 

moving.  I have used this as an opportunity to learn how to encourage someone with limited mobility, breathing issues, and such as 

they work with the horses.  These horses are amazing!  They instantly recognize a situation and respond accordingly, but they also 

know when someone needs a little extra push and encouragement.  My own PT sessions were greatly enhanced when I started 

grooming and moving horses again.  I was able to translate exercises from my PT sessions to how to care for a horse.  This led to 

many discussions at PT as to my gains in mobility.  

 

But life continues to change.  Chris Hubbard’s own life experienced changes, and it was felt that the horses were not getting the 

human interaction that they craved.  So, at the end of September, Emma and Penny were moved to a facility closer to Bangor that is 

only eight miles from me which means that I see them every day.  They are just finishing up quarantine and will be moved to the 

bigger, mutually shared pasture this week.  I have reached out to local Veteran organizations to 

let them know of the change.  

 

Our Veterans in Hartland have been given the choice of meeting once a month in Hartland or 

coming to Bangor. Having done so well with the program that they have moved away from 

needing to be with the horses every week to an occasional visit to get their “horse fix”.  This is 

exactly what the program is for, and I am so proud of them. 

   

Some of the money from the LWML grant 

was used to purchase a tractor, so that we 

(meaning I) could convert the old hay field 

behind my house to a working hay field.  A 

representative from the USDA came out 

and said that a few more cuts and over 

wintering should produce a fine hay field 

next year.  Hay is hard to come by this year, 

which led me to research ways to provide 

forage, which led to growing fodder, micro 

greens for horses.  Next month, I’ll begin 

the process of growing fodder and feeding it to Emma and Penny over the winter 

to see how they do.  Fodder allows us to stretch the hay, so it lasts longer.   

 

Sometime this week, a logging road will be started on the property next door so 

that the loggers can harvest the tree lot this winter.  Two benefits to this process, 

the trees were sold to a timber company that will assist in creating a stand of trees that will produce income over the years, and a 

much-needed road will be in place to lead to where a new therapeutic center will be built. 

   

The Board of Directors for Hope for Healing met online and discussed necessary changes to the Constitution and Bylaws.   Some 

were recommended by Deaconess Krans, head of the LCMS RSO department and others to refine how business is conducted.  The 

new Constitution and Bylaws were resubmitted to Deaconess Krans for RSO consideration and approval.  If anyone would be 

interested in serving on the Board of Directors, let me know!  I also worked with the IRS to change Hope for Healing’s tax status from 

Private Foundation to Public Charity.  I should know of the change next month.  This will make a difference in who can donate to the 

program.  
 

In Christ, 
Deaconess Kim Slininger 

My 85-year-old mom spoiling Emma and 
Penny with carrots and pats! 
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During this 50th Anniversary year, we remember the many 

Gatherings/Rallies themes that nourished the women of our 

District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Check your calendar!  

        LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS 
Date Location Function Other Info 

    

02/2024 Tbd District Board Meeting Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

04/26-27/2024 Trumbull Marriott, 

Trumbull, CT 
2024 LWML-NED Convention 
Theme:  “Songs in the Night”  

Where is God my Maker, who 

gives songs in the night  

(Job 35:10) 

We look forward to spending 

time together in song, worship, 

Bible Study, devotions, 

fellowship, and conducting the 

business needed to continue to 

do God’s work. 

06/26-30/2025 Omaha, Nebraska 41st Biennial LWML Convention Hosting Districts – LWML 

Nebraska North and LWML 

Nebraska South 

 

A Glimpse of our November Retreat 

 

       124 Christian men & women (mostly women)  
 

What a Christian should know about Islam/2015 

FAITH-HOPE-LOVE A Visual Bible Vs Presentation/2004 

 
 

mailto:president@lwml-ned.org

