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             November 2022 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org 
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     SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
               LWML-New England District 
               P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    5 

Ethiopian Outreach of Boston, LCMS-NED Church Planting and 

Revitalization Committee  (Rec’d to date $341.00)      See Page 5 $ 5,000 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

 

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2022-2024 is $75,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations 

payable to LWML-NED.  
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2022-2024 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $75,000 allocated as follows:   

         $48,750 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$18,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,500 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru October 31, 2022, is  

$21,755.38 = 29% of new Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

 

 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT    
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 

 
Next week, families and friends will gather together to celebrate our National Day of Thanksgiving.  For 

many, the day will be a time to be with family, enjoy great food, and watch football.  They may share with 

one another that they are thankful for each other, their health, their wealth, etc. They may even say a 

general prayer of thanksgiving yet not recognize God as the giver of every good gift and every perfect gift 

(James 1:17).  How different our celebrations will be as we give thanks to the One who deserves all thanks 

and praise not only for all of the earthly gifts He so graciously and abundantly showers upon us, but 

especially for the gifts of faith, the forgiveness of sins, and life eternal. 

 

You may remember that the Gospel reading for one Sunday last month was the story of Jesus healing the ten 

lepers from Luke 17.  It is also the reading assigned for Thanksgiving Day. Do you think all ten lepers were 

thankful that they were healed?  How could they not be!  Jesus had given them back their lives.  Leprosy 

separated those afflicted with it from all they knew and loved: their families, their worship life, their 

vocations, etc.  Lepers were forced to live outside the community only with other lepers.  If people came 

near, they had to shout out, “unclean.”  

 

The lepers must have heard about Jesus and His miracle healings, and they cried out to Him for mercy as 

they saw Him passing by. Jesus had compassion on them and told them to go and show themselves to the 

priests as was the law.  On the way, they were healed.  Can you imagine their joy?  I don’t think that we can 

doubt that all ten were thankful, so why do we focus on the one Samaritan leper who returned to give thanks 

to Jesus? Is it because we like that he exhibited good manners in thanking his healer?  

 

The reason we focus on the Samaritan leper is that he recognized that Jesus was not just a miracle worker or 

prophet, but God Himself.  He turned back, praising God with a loud voice, and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, 

giving him thanks (Luke 17:15b-16a).  As a result, this leper received far more than just the healing of his 

body in this life; he receives the gifts of faith, forgiveness, and eternal life from the Son of God.  

 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we acknowledge God as the giver of all good gifts to us, especially the gift 

of faith, and we are moved to share the Gospel with all people so they, too, can thank God for the gift of faith 

and salvation.  We do this not only in our personal lives, but collectively through our gifts to mites. 

 

As always, this month we have much to be thankful for.  We are thankful for an amazing retreat where we 

gathered together to study the Word, sing praises to our God, offer our prayers, and be in fellowship with 

one another.  We are thankful for the many items and gift cards donated to support the Lutheran schools in 

our District, and we are thankful for the generous giving to mites at the retreat. We are thankful to Christina 

Anop and her committee for all of their efforts to make the retreat a success.  We also give thanks for the 

great news that we have fully funded another mission project: The Brazilian – Portuguese Language 

Outreach of Messiah Lutheran Church, Lynnfield, MA ($5,000).  

 

May giving thanks to God, the Giver of all we have and need for this life and for eternity, be the focus of 

your Thanksgiving gathering next week.  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy 

name!  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits (Psalm 103:1-2). 

 

A very blessed Thanksgiving to you and your families.  

 

 

Serving the Lord with gladness,  

  

Sharon P. Dever 

Sharon P. Dever, LWML-NED President  
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HERE IS THE QUESTION:   

➢ How can I find Bible Studies to use at society meetings  

     that do not take up the whole meeting. 

Go to LWML website (www.lwml.org/home) and from header select THE WORD and  

 

from the SERVICE LIST select Bible Studies.  At the bottom of the new page under LWML 

RESOURCES is a Bible Studies box, click on it.  In the middle of the new page, you will find 

the below.  Click on the studies of interest. 

Browse Free Bible Studies Available to Download 

 

OR use this web address to get to the above page (www.lwml.org/bible-studies). 

 

NEWS FROM RETREAT 

SAVE THE DATE for the 2023 LWML-NED Fall Retreat on November 3rd and 4th 2023. 

Our Speaker:  Rev. William Weedon 

Our Topic:  Blessed in Christ:  Unpacking the Riches of Ephesians 

The Rev. William Weedon is currently the Assistant Pastor of Catechist at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church in Hamel, IL.  He is also the host of The Word of the Lord Endures Forever, 

a daily podcast of Lutheran Public Radio.  He formerly served as the Director of Worship 

and Chaplain of the International Center of the LCMS in St. Louis as well as having served 

as the Senior Pastor at St. Paul.  He is a graduate of Concordia College, Bronxville, NY, 

and received his Master of Divinity and Master of Sacred Theology degrees from 

Concordia Seminary St. Louis. 

http://www.lwml.org/home
http://www.lwml.org/bible-studies
https://www.lwml.org/bible-studies-quarterly
https://www.lwml.org/long-bible-studies
https://www.lwml.org/program-helps-bible-studies
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Lutheran Women in Mission of the North Wisconsin, Northern 
Illinois, and South Wisconsin Districts invite you to the  
40th Biennial LWML Convention to be held in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, June 22–25, 2023. 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom 
he has chosen as his heritage! The Lord looks down from 
heaven; he sees all the children of man (Psalm 33:12–13). 

Opportunities at the LWML Convention abound, under the theme of “Celebrate the Lord of the 
Nations,” to worship, serve God’s people, learn of mission opportunities, and fellowship with old and 
new friends. 

All are invited to bring families and friends to enjoy a city of diverse culture. Milwaukee is called the 
City of Steeples. Attractions include the Discovery World Science Museum, Harley Davidson 
Museum, Milwaukee Art Museum right on the lake, Historic Trinity Lutheran Church, the Milwaukee 
County Zoo, and the Historic Third Ward.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

May every day be filled with God’s 

uncountable blessings, memorable 

moments, and happiness.  

Wishing you a blessed Thanksgiving. 

 

https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html 

Attention Thrivent Members!  Remember the LWML-NED is a designated 

charity of Thrivent Choice! This gives you another opportunity to donate to fund our 
Mission Projects, and it's free!  If you are a member of Thrivent and you are allocated 
Thrivent Choice Dollars, please consider selecting the Lutheran Women's Missionary 
League New England District as your charity of choice to support.  

 

 …with District President Beinke       

Thursday evenings 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Go to:  https://meet.goto.com/445850965 

Phone:  +1(872)240-3212,  access code:  445-850-965 

 

 

 

 

https://meet.goto.com/445850965


 

Page 5 of 7 
 

 

LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant #5 

 

5  Ethiopian Outreach of Boston, LCMS-NED Church Planting and  

    Revitalization Committee-$5,000 
 

The Rev Adam Teferi was ordained and installed on November 6, 2022, as a 

New England District Missionary-at-large to the Oromo (Ethiopian) 

immigrants in the Boston area. He is working to form the Bethel Oromo 

Lutheran Church of Acton, MA.  This grant will help to support his efforts. 
 
 

LWML National 2021-2023 Mission Grant #17  

 

Spiritual and Physical Food for Children of Peru 
La Mision Luterana del Peru — $56,750 

About This Mission Grant 
Castillo Fuerte (Mighty Fortress) Mercy House 

is an outreach of the LCMS Missions in Latin 

America and the Caribbean and was started in 

2013. The people of Lima are unable to fully 

finance the work of the Mercy House, and the 

work of our missionaries, who feed the souls 

with the Word of God and show the love of 

Christ by feeding the parents and children’s 

stomachs. Families come to receive food for 

their physical bodies, and they stay because of 

Jesus’ love for them as He feeds them the 

spiritual food which sustains their souls. The 

healing power of Christ’s love and redemption 

shine into the broken lives of the families 

making them whole. This grant would partner 

with La Mision Luterana and Castillo Fuerte to 

work together to care for the children and 

families of Lima, Peru, by providing for the 

needs of the body and of the soul. 

 

 

Missionaries and locals serve lunch at Castillo 

Fuerte Mercy House of La Mision Luterana. Every 

day children receive a healthy, well balanced, 

hot meal at the Mercy House. For some of these 

children this is the only meal they will have all 

day. After this nourishing meal for the body, 

children gather around to hear the Word so that 

their souls might also be fed. 

Photo by Erik Lunsford 
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BE THOU MY VISION (In such a time as this) 
Our retreat on November 4th and 5th was a time to gather (after a 2-year delay), pray together, 

renew old friendships, and make new ones.  As usual our tables of goodies were filled with the 

bountiful work of our women.  It is with grateful hearts we thank these women for their 

workmanship, food skills, etc. that enabled everyone to choose whatever met their needs while 

contributing to our MITE goal. 

 

As we most often do, we began in song, singing our praises to God with Susan Lastowski and Randy 

Spaulding.  Our Pastoral Counselors, the Rev. Ed Harkey and Rev. Volker Heide, led us in 

devotions and prayers each day. 

 

Together we shared the themed Bible Study led by DONNA SNOW. 

We are so thankful for Donna’s excellent presentation which guided us through the full study of 

Esther.  She truly brought us into the Bible story and through each chapter taught and led us to an 

understanding of the road that Esther trod.  We all grew in the Lord in this study. 

 

So much more to come on retreat in the next Beacon.   

 

Gifts from the Heart 
We received a good mix of Kleenex, wipes, toilet 

paper, hand sanitizers, cleaning sprays, colored 

markers, notebooks and 1 backpack. 

We also received $360 in gift cards. 

The picture depicts the gifts in 4 groups, divided 

between our 4 schools: 

Holyoke, MA; Bristol, CT; Danbury, CT; and Keene, NH 

Thank you to all who contributed to our schools! 
  

Note: Retreat Offerings = $ 1,653.00. 

           Retreat Back Tables Sales = $ 2,101.00 

These numbers will be reflected in 

November Report 

 

A Living Nativity 

December 3rd and 4th 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 

Routes 2 and 140, Westminster, MA 

978-874-2504  6 PM - 8 PM 

Livingnativity.net  
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