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                         May 2023 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 For more news and information, visit  
 www.lwml-ned.org 
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     SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
               LWML-New England District 
               P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    7 

New England District Church Planting—LCMS-NED Church 

Planting and Revitalization Committee     ( Rec’d to date $ 3,904.23) $ 5,000 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2022-2024 is $75,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations 

payable to LWML-NED.  
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2022-2024 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $75,000 allocated as follows:   

         $48,750 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$18,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,500 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru April 30, 2023, is  

$36,467.74 = 48.6% of Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

 

 

 
   Dahlias 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT    
Dear Sisters in Mission: 

 

If you follow baseball in New England, the name Bill Buckner brings one play to mind.  It’s the tenth inning 

of game 6 of the 1986 World Series and the ball hit by Mookie Wilson of the Mets skips through Buckner’s 

legs costing the Red Sox the game.  Bill Buckner, an All Star and batting champ who committed few errors 

over his 22-year career, is most remembered for that one error.  We feel the unfairness of having his life 

and career defined by that one moment.  I’m sure we have all said or done things that we wish we hadn’t, 

but our family and friends won’t let us forget. 

 

Likewise, I can’t help but think of the Apostle Thomas.  He is mentioned only a few times in Scripture outside 

of the listing of the Apostles.  When Jesus receives word, that Lazarus is gravely ill, the disciples try to 

dissuade Jesus from going to him due to the threats on His life, but Thomas shows His great love for Jesus 

and says, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16). When Jesus tells His disciples that He will 

be leaving them to prepare a place for them, it’s Thomas who asks, “Lord, we do not know where you are 

going.  How can we know the way” (John 14:5)?  To which Jesus replies the very familiar and comforting 

words to us, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6a).  Church tradition has Thomas traveling 

east to India to share the Gospel where he is martyred for his faith. 

 

Thomas, however, is not most remembered for these moments, is he?  He is best known for his moments of 

doubt and unbelief.  Even those not familiar with the Bible know a Doubting Thomas is a skeptic, one who 

needs to see the proof before he believes.  We feel the unfairness as Thomas was no different than the other 

disciples in not believing Jesus had risen. Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of 

James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostle, but these words seemed to them an 

idle tale, and they did not believe them (Luke 24:10-11). When Jesus comes to them that same evening as 

they are hiding behind locked doors, they are full of doubt and unbelief.  Jesus shares His peace and the 

Holy Spirit and brings them to faith. 

 

Did you ever consider why Jesus appeared to the disciples at that moment?  He is omniscient so He certainly 

knew that Thomas wasn’t with them.  Why not wait for Thomas?  When Jesus appears to the disciples a 

second time with Thomas present, we have recorded for us one of the great confessions of who Jesus is and 

one that we should speak every day in all circumstances, “My Lord and My God” (John 20:28)! We also then 

have the very comforting words of Jesus for those of us who didn’t walk this earth with Him.  “Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). 

 

So even if you are remembered for your worst moment in this life, cling to Jesus and confess as Thomas, my 

Lord, and my God.  When the doubts, sufferings, and temptations come, cling to Jesus’ words of comfort and 

repeat the words of the father of the demon possessed man, “I believe; help my unbelief” (Mark 9:24)! 

 

We may not touch His hands and side,  Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

Nor follow where He trod;    And may our faith abound 

But in His promise we rejoice    To call on You when You are near 

And cry “My Lord and God!”    And seek where you are found. 

Hymn 720 vs 2-3 Text: Public domain 

 

We follow the example of Thomas and the other apostles in sharing the Gospel where God has placed us, 

and through our mite offerings, we further the mission work He has given us to do. Since December we 

have been working to fund Mission Project #7, New England District Church Planting.  Let’s share our 

abundant blessings this month and collect the $1,686.11 needed to fully fund this project so that others in 

New England may hear the Good News.  

 

Serving the Lord with gladness,  

Sharon P. Dever 

Sharon P. Dever, LWML-NED President  
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WHAT’S GOING ON IN OUR DISTRICT 

Eastern Zone Spring Rally, April 22nd, at Our Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Smithfield, RI.   

The day begins with Registration – Kristin Jager and Sue Smith from Our 

Redeemer (Smithfield, RI) welcome sisters-

in-Christ from St. Luke’s (Dedham, MA), 

Trinity (Roslindale, MA). 

Opening devotion led by Rev. Aaron 

Stinnett on ‘Celebrate the Lord of Life’ with 

a special message from Dr. James Lamb titled ‘The Hands of God 

and the Value of Human Life’.   

Zone meeting and training 

‘What’s Your “Why?” led by President Leslie Colligan. 

 

Rachel Nguyen from 

Harmony Women’s Care 

shared how God uses 

crisis for transformation 

and gave us journaling tips on the Three Rs (Retreat, Repent, 

Rethink Everything). 

Thanks to all the ladies for the 

amazing and delicious food and desserts and special thanks to 

Natali Sonntag for her beautiful LWML cookies and mint favors! 
 

Thanks and praise to our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ for 29 attendees, 

$795 raised for LWML mission 

grants, $280 raised for the Zone to 

help pay National Convention 

delegate expenses, 30 packages of diapers, 29 packages of diaper 

wipes, and a large bin of baby clothing for Harmony Women’s 

Care.  Special thanks to Thrivent for an Action Team Grant. 

 

Immanuel Lutheran, Danbury (Koinonia Zone) 

The “WSO Mighty 5” completed “Pillows for Praxair Cancer Center at Danbury Hospital” project.  

Here are 3 women 

from the “Mighty” 

Sylvia Finger, Carol 

Sanger, and  Lee 

Heib (their youngest 

member) at work.  

And a car full of 100 

pillows on their way 

to Praxair Cancer 

Center.    
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Lutheran Women in Mission of the North Wisconsin, 

Northern Illinois, and South Wisconsin Districts invite you to the  

40th Biennial LWML Convention to be held in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin, June 22–25, 2023. 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom 

he has chosen as his heritage! The Lord looks down from 

heaven; he sees all the children of man (Psalm 33:12–13). 
 

STEP 2 ALL REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ONLINE ONLY. 
If you don’t have internet access, contact someone from your district or family to help you.  
 

STEP 3 Choices You Need to Make 

   Mission Impact Luncheons  

   Friday (A-G) and Saturday (H-N) 

 

STEP 4 Speakers 

STEP 5 On-Site Activities Blood Drive – Pledge Walk – TEE-UP 4 MITES 

Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Tickets Available! 
 

Special arrangements have been made for LWML Convention participants 

to purchase tickets to a Milwaukee Brewers vs. Arizona Diamondbacks 

baseball game on Wednesday, June 21, at 1:10 p.m. Round trip shuttle 

tickets from the Wisconsin Center to the game may be purchased through 

the Tours Registration link (Lutheran Women's Missionary League 

(signupforms.com)). The baseball tickets and shuttle tickets are purchased 

separately. Buy your tickets to the Brewers baseball game and join the 

fun!  

 
 

 

 

 

Join past LWML Presidents Gloria Edwards, Linda Reiser, and Patti Ross for the Tee Up 4 Mites 

Golf Outing on Wednesday, June 21, 2023, beginning at 7:30 a.m. We will gather at Western 

Lakes Golf Club, a championship golf course, 20 minutes from the Wisconsin Center. All net 

proceeds will be donated to mites for the 2023–2025 Mission Goal. The format will be an 18 

hole, four-person scramble with a shot-gun start. We welcome both men and women golfers. 

Singles or partial teams will be paired to make full teams. Club rentals will be available with 

prior reservations. 

American Red Cross — Blood Drive In less than one hour, you can help save the lives of 

three people in need. That person may be someone with cancer, a surgery patient, a trauma 

victim, an organ transplant recipient, a burn patient, or a person with COVID-19. The need for life-

saving blood is great! 

“Celebrate the Lord of the Nations”   JUNE 22-25, 2023 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin  

 

Read full explanations in Winter 
Quarterly 2022 or online Convention 
Central - Lutheran Women's 
Missionary League (lwml.org)  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00168NkZI4zydWuAiv0u12kmSUfEfmlnpkk4mScsm1U7DWmpJnAKXxYbttVYFQUuFuofKJ5V0L8dyw--_Fn1n_CHrhNRRI7sD50K-plqE60ZudH25IdzlkqWccRIdzWnWRd5z9K2aRDAizlWEgflXI2QOCy9HSiR1xE8ahm8umNkjU=&c=A_NOfndliqMJXnOQRBsYIDJA9uZS4CIlxiUxFQKsMnFR04Sm1KzERQ==&ch=bMScXpIbvXTCEZoFaax_-CKK5yIaBNDd3WdhXaxLufhSj8Mu06TPfA==
https://signupforms.com/registrations/31171
https://signupforms.com/registrations/31171
https://www.lwml.org/2023-convention
https://www.lwml.org/2023-convention
https://www.lwml.org/2023-convention
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LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant #7 

 

7 New England District Church Planting - LWML-NED  

Church  Planting and Revitalization Committee.  $5,000 
 

The NED Church Planting Fund is the recipient location to receive donations including 

the NED 1-1-1 campaign in 2022 from which grants will be awarded to 

support the financial needs of church planning efforts in the NED. There is 

currently no specific location in mind for the use of this LWML grant, but 

two locations are in the planning and development stages. 

 

SHORT TERM MISSION TRIP APPROVED 
A $400 short term mission trip scholarship for each of 

the following people:  

Amanda Strayer, Rev. Timothy Sandeno, Lisa Sandeno, 

Becky Hamby, Brenda Anderson, Henry Berthiaume - 

totaling $2,400.  The group is from Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, Gorham, Maine and will be going to the Czech 

Republic to teach at an English Bible Camp in July 

2023. 

   Gospel Outreach Department,  

Vice President Dr. June Merwin 

 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A RETREAT THIS YEAR? 
Consider this: 

November 3-4, 2023 

Friday evening and Saturday until 3:00 PM 

At the DoubleTree Hotel at Bradley Airport 

“Blessed in Christ: Unpacking the Riches of 

Ephesians” Bible Study 

Led by the Rev. William Weedon 

Gifts from the Heart will support our 4 LCMS New England 

District schools 

 

Some Flowers of Spring 

        

Large-flowered Allium             Lilacs                             Pansies                       Creeping  Phlox                       
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Past New England District Presidents 
 

 

During this 50th Anniversary year, we remember our past LWML-NED 

presidents who so faithfully served the Lord with gladness.   

We thank God for their leadership and for their dedication to the mission of 

LWML-NED of sharing the Gospel. 

 

 

1973-1976   Wilma Schneider* 

1976-1978   Mildred Emmons* 

1978-1982   Martha Morse* 

1982-1984   Martha Littmann* 

1984-1988   Gladys Schmidt* 

1998-1992   Marcia Beineke 

1992-1996   Barbara Giger 

1996-2000   Nancy Fischer 

2000-2004   Donna Gruel 

2004-2008   Dorothy Weise 

2008-2012   Lynn Batchelder 

2012-2016   Leslie Colligan 

2016-2020   Barbara Lis 

*Received her crown of life 

 

 
 
 
Pin - District President  
 

 

 

 
Leslie 
Colligan 

 
Barbara Lis 

 
Marcia  
Beineke 

 
Martha Morse 

 
Dorothy Weise 

 
Nancy Fischer 

 
Barb Giger 

 
Lynn 
Batchelder 

 
Donna Gruel 
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Check your calendar! 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS 
 

Date Location Function Other Info 
06/22-25/2023 Milwaukee, WI 40th Biennial Convention 

Theme:  Celebrate the Lord of the 

Nations  

Blessed is the nation whose God is 

the Lord, the people whom he has 

chosen as his heritage! The Lord 

looks down from heaven; he sees all 

the children of man  

(Psalm 33:12–13). 

• Voting for new officers. 

• Celebration of 80th LWML 

Anniversary. 

• New England YWR, 

Stephanie Schultz from 

Immanuel Danbury, Ct. 

• By-laws changes for 

approval. 

• and much more… 

 

09/2023 Tbd District Board Meeting Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

 

11/3-4/2023 DoubleTree Hotel, 

Bradley Airport 

2023 LWML-NED RETREAT 

“Blessed in Christ: Unpacking the 

Riches of Ephesians” Bible Study 

led by the Rev. William Weedon 

 

Questions:  

Christina Anop at 

email: christianlife@lwml-

ned.org 

Publicity can be found on our 

website LWML-NED.org under 

Retreat 

 

02/2024 Tbd District Board Meeting Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

 

04/26-27/2024 Trumbull Marriott, 

Trumbull, CT 

2024 LWML-NED Convention 

Theme:  “Songs in the Night”  

Where is God my Maker, who 

gives songs in the night  

(Job 35:10) 

We look forward to spending 

time together in song, 

worship, Bible Study, 

devotions, fellowship, and 

conducting the business 

needed to continue to do 

God’s work. 

 

 

 

mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
mailto:christianlife@lwml-ned.org
mailto:christianlife@lwml-ned.org
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