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March 2024 Daffodils

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On”
L M L — a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
' to-date information on what is happening in the
Engl and Olstric , Lutheran Women Missionary League-New
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally.
For more news and information, visit

www.lwml-ned.org

LCMS-NED 2024 District Convention

APRIL 26-27, 2024, MARRIOTT HOTEL, TRUMBULL, CT

Theme: “SONGS IN THE NIGHT”

Based on: Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night, (Job 35:10).

Recall that when Paul and Silas were in prison, they sang. When the Israelites were going into
battle, they prayed for guidance. God told them to send the choir first.

Keynote Speaker: Katie Schuermann: author, speaker, and musician
Topic: Pew Sisters: Let’s gather and celebrate our true
sisterhood — our pew sisterhood — and discuss what it
means to be a woman in the church.

Focus Forums:
Katie Schuermann - Topic: When God’s People Suffer: Why do bad things happen to

Christians? Let’s talk about what life looks like when lived under the cross of Christ. o

Rev. Gregory Wismar - Topic: Eternal Anthems: Stories of our well-loved hymns

Rev. James Krikava, Associate Executive Director of the LCMS Office of International
Missions - Topic: Mission work of the LCMS

Kathy Pavelock, LWML Vice President of Communications - Topic: LWML Mission Work
and Resources

Gail Clayton, RN - Topic: Faith Based Community Nursing or Parish Nursing

Bible Study Leader: The Rev. Nathan Erb, Pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
Trumbull, CT

It’s time to prepare!

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod (LCMS). The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML.
Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with
gladness and to support global missions.

NOTE: TOPRINT P1O WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT.
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New England District

Dear Sisters in Mission:

It is easy to rejoice and thank God when life is good, isn’t it, but what about when suffering and
trials come our way? It’s just not possible for us to rejoice when a loved one dies, a serious illness
befalls us, or we lose our job, or is it? Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice
(Philippians 4:4).

Rejoice in the Lord always. Paul wrote these words to the Philippians while he was in prison, and he
certainly endured much suffering in this life. Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty
lashes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was
shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger
from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the
wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless
night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure (2 Corinthians 11:24-27).

So how was Paul able to rejoice always? No matter his circumstances, Paul was able to rejoice with
God’s help. Paul believed that God was always with him. I will be with you. I will not leave you or
forsake you (Joshua 1:5b). He knew that God would be his help and strength. God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1). Paul completely placed his trust in God and
His promises, especially the promise of eternal life. For I consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us (Romans 8:18). He trusted
that God would work even his suffering out for his good and the spread of the Gospel. And we
know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose (Romans 8:28). He knew that nothing could separate him from God’s love.
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us (Romans 8:35,37).

When my husband was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, I trusted God to be with us and to give us the
strength we needed to face the challenges ahead, but if I'm honest, I cannot say that I initially
rejoiced. As difficult as the journey the last few years has been, it has stripped away so much of
the importance we place on the things of this world and the pretense that we can do it all on our
own. [ have come to rejoice that we are in God’s loving care and living in His will. There are
moments that can still overwhelm, but God’s Word has fed me and continually focused my eyes
back on Him allowing me to rejoice in Him, and His great love and mercy, His many promises, and
especially His gift of salvation.

Rejoice in the Lord always. These blessed words are words of comfort for us as we face the trials of
this life. No matter what suffering or sorrow this life brings, we can rejoice in the sure hope of our
salvation. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with
the garments of salvation (Isaiah 61:10a). “Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:20).

Page 2 of 8



.I_
o S LWML

@ FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT (conTinuED)

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Paul believes our rejoicing is so important to our
faith walk in this life that he repeats it here, and shares it in his other epistles, as well. We rejoice
in our sufferings (Romans 5:3a). Rejoice in hope (Romans 12:12). Rejoice always (1 Thessalonians
5:16). So, with eyes of faith, focused not on our earthly circumstances but on God and His great
love, mercy, and grace for us, we can rejoice always with Paul and sing our praises to our faithful
God.

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, Thou art giving and forgiving,
God of glory, Lord of love! Ever blessing, ever blest,
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Wellspring of the joy of living,
Praising Thee, their sun above. Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Drive the gloom of doubt away. Fountainhead of love divine:
Giver of immortal gladness, Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!
Fill us with the light of day. Joyful, we by grace are Thine!

LSB #803 v. 1,3 Public domain

Rejoicing with you in the Lord,

Shavron P. Dever
LWML-NED President

Prayer Service 2024

Grace, Mercy, Peace

< i R A( —  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father

and Christ Jesus our Lord (1 Timothy 1:2; 2

Timothy 1:2).

A £
p C At some point you have probably heard a

Lutheran Women in Mission : : .
@ P r begin hi rmon b in
 PRAYER SERVICE 2024 asto € S sermo Yy saying

something similar to this verse from 1

Timothy. The 2024 Prayer Service is designed around those first three words — those three gifts
that come to us from our gracious Father and our Savior — Grace, Mercy, and Peace.

The Prayer Service Leader Guide downloads can be found on the LWML.org website under

News&Events.
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LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grants
ALL 2022-2024 MISSION GRANTS ARE FULLY FUNDED.

Our NEW MITE BOX
The Mite Box is intended for regular contributions of
“mites” — offerings above and beyond support given to
congregations and the LCMS. For the past 80+ years, mite
offerings have funded mission grants all around the world.
PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR

PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX.

s

LWML National 2023-2025 Mission Grant #8

Expanding Gospel Proclamation Worldwide

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO — $100,000

About This Mission Grant

The LCMS receives frequent requests from other
Lutheran church bodies around the world to share
theological knowledge and doctrinally sound
practices. Supporting and expanding theological
education is one of LCMS’s key mission priorities
to ensure there will be well-educated pastors to

lead these congregations.
Rev. Aiji Komiyama is a Ph.D. student from
Kobe, Japan. A pastor in the West Japan

Evangelical Lutheran Church, he earned a
Master of Divinity degree from Kobe
Lutheran Theological Seminary in 2011 and
a Master of Sacred Theology degree from
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort
Wayne, Ind., in 2020. From 2011-17, he
served as pastor for Kita-Suzurandai
Lutheran Church (Kita-Suzurandai, Japan).
After he earns his Ph.D., he will become a
professor at Kobe Lutheran Theological
Seminary.

Very few of these church bodies have the
resources to send students to the United States for
advanced studies and there is a need for seminary
professors who have advanced theological
degrees to instruct and mentor pastoral students
in their home countries.

God has equipped our seminary professors to fill
this gap. International students will come to

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, to complete advanced degrees, and they will return to
their country to train pastors who will then shepherd their local churches. This grant will
provide aid to international students completing their advanced degrees.
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Around our New England District

Left to right: Liz Cross, Corinne Czekanski, Jackie Lawton,
Rosemarie Carlson, Esther Stinnett, Janet Lovegreen, Deb Sauve,
Kristin Jager, Margaret Voit, Nancy Stinnett

https://missioncentral.us/(Mission Central).

_I.

©LWML
Eastern Zone
The ladies of Our
Redeemer’s LWML in
Smithfield, RI, gathered
to assemble almost 120
bags of Lindt chocolate
truffles to raise money in
support of missions. The

- Valentine’s chocolate

sale raised over $1500 to
support LCMS
Missionary Rev. Eric

™ Stinnett and his family

serving in Ethiopia.

Rev. Stinnett serves as a
theological educator at
Mekane Yesus Seminary

/¥ in Addis Ababa. To

learn more about how
your society can
directly support a
missionary, visit

Is your LWML society looking for a mission servant idea?

The ladies at Our Redeemer (Eastern
Zone) kicked off Sanctity of Life Sunday in
January by handing out baby bottles and

information about Harmony Women’s
Care Center (Providence, RI) to their
congregation. Everyone was invited to
bring the bottles back filled with coins,
bills, and checks to support the life-
affirming work of Harmony. The filled
bottles along with a baby quilt were
presented to Rachel Nguyen, Executive
Director and Rebecca Heim, Director of
Development this past week. May these
gifts bless Harmony’s mission of sharing
God’s Word and God’s love with women
in crises and their babies. We hope this
sparks an idea for your LWML.
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TIME TO PLACE YOUR ORDER \&/" U Rag{ B &’ﬂ -T-Beacon

It is now the time to place the 2024-2025 orders for the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly magazine subscriptions
and for the Beacon, our district publication. Please mail your 2024 subscription orders to Priscilla
Keurulainen (with payment) by March 29, 2024.

The Lutheran Women'’s Quarterly subscriptions are for four (4) issues -- Summer 2024 through Spring 2025,
and orders can be increased/decreased from what was last year’s total. Because LWML (national) plans its
printing expenses for the LWQ a year in advance, orders can be decreased at this time only. However,
increases to the LIWQ subscriptions can be made at any time during the year.

The Lutheran Women'’s Quarterly is a terrific value for such a great publication, and it would be great to see
a substantial increase in the subscription numbers for our district for the year ahead. The LWQ is $7.50/year
for each of the 15 to 9™ subscriptions, all mailed to the same address. If 10 or more subscriptions (sent to the
same address) are ordered, the price goes down to $6.00/year per subscription.

The Beacon order consists of two (2) issues: Summer/Fall 2024 and Winter 2024/Spring 2025. Each
subscription is $7.00 (for the 2 issues). Our New England District Beacon brings us vital information about
our region with inspiring messages from our pastoral counselors as well as news and photos of our zones,
societies, members, and events.

Priscilla Keurulainen, News Circulation Manager (PDK48@me.com)

Lutheran Women in Mission Celebrating Easter! \f%‘;

Mountain Laurel Zone Luke 24:46-47 7
[Jesus] said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer
Saturday, April 6t 10:00am and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the

forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem.”

Zion Lutheran Church,
235 Pond Hill Road, Wallingford, CT 06492

We'll continue to celebrate Easter with scripture, hymns and remembrances of
Happy Easter's past and present.

# Bring your favorite Easter photo, Easter bonnet, jewelry or cross to Show & Tell.
Bring your 'make a joyful noise’ voice!
Bring gifts to support Birthright of Greater Meriden.
Bring a freewill offering for the Zone Treasury.
Bring a friend!

Y ¥ W w

Come at 9:30 for sign-in and fellowship.
» Stay for noon-time refreshments hosted by our Wallingford sisters-in-Christ.

v

GIFTS FROM THE HEART: Birthright donates new and gently used baby clothing,
diapers and wipes from sizes premature to 3T. They also give sheets, blankets, baby
lotion, baby wash, A&D ointment, and Vaseline (no baby powder) to mothers in need.

LWML / Lutheran Women in Mission is for all LCMS girls, gals and ladies!
Questions? Send an email to Barbara Lis, Zone Vice-President at MtLaurelZone@|lwml-ned.org
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APRIL 26-27, 2024, MARRIOTT HOTEL, TRUMBULL, CT

It’s time to prepare!
Complete your Registration and General
Release forms and send.

Make Hotel accommodations as needed.

Marriott Hotel Reservations call 1-203-378-1400 or use the direct booking link:
https://www.mazrriott.com/events/start. mi?id=1690568111474&key=GRP.
Special Room rate is $149 plus tax for up to 4 people per room.
g- When calling for reservation identify yourself as being with the Lutheran
Womens Missionary League. All reservations must be received no later
than IMarch 26, 2024. REGISTER EARLY!

No Convention Registrations or Refunds Granted after APRIL 19, 2024.

GIFTS FROM THE HEART will support Birthright of Danbury, CT. The

following items are needed: Diapers (newborn, 0-3, 3-6 months), onesies
(newborn, 0-3, 3-6 months), receiving blankets, infant towels and wash cloths,
baby shampoo, baby powder, baby bottles, and Gift Cards from Walmart.

é\M s ~ Young Womens Representative (YWR)

To date we have 2 YWR women attending our convention.
o Stephanie Schultz for Koinonia Zone and Nursen Ogiitveren for Mt. Laurel Zone

Look for them! Welcome them!

Convention Schedule

Friday: Saturday:

11:00 a.m. Registration opens 07:30 a.m. Breakfast

01:00 p.m. The Convention begins... 08:30 a.m. Devotions

01:00-4:45 p.m. Business session — reports and voting 08:40-09:25 a.m. Bible study part 1

04:45-5:30 p.m. First Focus Forum 09:25-10:00 a.m. Business session

(breakout session) 10:00-10:45 a.m. Second Focus Forum

06:00 p.m. Banquet dinner (breakout session)

07:00 p.m. Keynote speaker: Katie Schuermann 11:00-11:45 a.m. Third Focus Forum

08:00 p.m. Entertainment: Katie Schuermann (breakout session)

08:30-08:45 p.m. Evening Devotions cas 12:00 p.m. Lunch

_______...----"""';;-e '-_ 01:00-01:45 p.m. Bible Study part 2

CiisoATES beready OO0 1 LoD, B
: xt Mission Proiects’ 0pam T oD

 for our ne _.....--....-----"' with Holy Communion
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New England District

LWML-NED CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Date Location Function Other Info
04/06/2024 Zion Lutheran LWMIL Mountain Laurel Zone -- Questions:
Church, Save the Date -- April 6th in Barbara Lis
Wallingford, Ct Wa]]ing'ford! We'll continue MtLaurelZone@LWML-NED.org

celebrating Easter when we
gather Saturday morning April 6
at Zion Lutheran Church in

Wallingford CT.
04/26-27/2024 | Trumbull Marriott, | 2024 LWML-NED Convention We look forward to spending
Trumbull, CT Theme: “Songs in the Night” time together in song, worship,
Where is God my Maker, who Bible Study, devotions,
gives songs in the night . fellowship, and conducting the
(Job 35:10) 9 3 business needed to continue to
= do God’s work.
@) Questions:
Sue Dow at
KoinoniaZone@lwml-ned.org
11/01-02/2024 | Hotel UMass, Retreat Speaker: Donna Snow | Questions:
Ambherst, MA Topic: Meant for good: a Study | Christina Anop at
of Joseph ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org

06/26-29/2025 | Omaha, Nebraska 415t Biennial LWML Convention | Hosting Districts - LWML
“Growing in God’s Grace,” But Nebraska North and LWML
grow in the grace and knowledge Nebraska South

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To him be the glory both now and
to the day of eternity. (2 Peter 3:18)

thrivent

Attention Thrivent Members! Remember the LWML-NED is a designated charity

of Thrivent Choice! This gives you another opportunity to donate to fund our Mission Projects,
and it's free! If you are a member of Thrivent and you are allocated Thrivent Choice Dollars,
please consider selecting the Lutheran Women's Missionary League - New England District as
your charity of choice to support. March 31, 2024, end of allocating Choice Dollars for 2024.

https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE GOSPEL QUTREACH DEPARTMENT

By LWML-NED Board vote, the motion from the Gospel Outreach Department to award a short-
term mission scholarship in the amount of $400 to the following people: Leslie Colligan, Janyce
Butler, and also to the Rev. James Butler for a mission trip to Poland to teach vacation Bible
school, has been approved.

The Lord keep them safe and healthy on their trip.
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