S PASS IT ON

March 2023

M We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On”
O L, | L — a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
l to-date information on what is happening in the
) Lutheran Women Missionary League-New
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally.
For more news and information, visit

www.lwml-ned.org

LWML-NED Mission Goal for

2022-2024 is $75.000

15,000 2022-2024 LWMIL-NED MISSION GRANTS
70,000 Mission Goal $75,000 allocated as follows:

$48,750 for LWML-NED Mission Projects.
60,000 $18,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,500 for

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration.

Total Mite Money thru February 28, 2023, is
$34,533.89 = 46% of Goal.

Please save and remit your Mite donations
payable to LWML-NED.
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of
Christ locally, nationally, and internationally.

SEND MITES TO: Susan Lastowski, Treasurer
LWML-New England District
P.0. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041

This is the Grant we are currently working:

Grant | New England District Church Planting—LCMS-NED Church
7 Planting and Revitalization Committee (Rec’d to date $ 2,647.03) $ 8,000

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX.

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod (LCMS). The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML.
Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with
gladness and to support global missions.

NOTE: TOPRINT P1O WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT.
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@ FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT New England Distc

Dear Sisters in Mission:

We recently celebrated Transfiguration Sunday where Peter, James, and John received a glimpse of Jesus’
divine glory as he talked with Moses and Elijah. Can you imagine yourself being a witness to this scene? I
think we can all relate to Peter wanting to stay on that mountain, wanting to make that moment last just a
little longer. We all have our “mountaintop experiences” in this life. Within LWML, I find a “mountaintop
experience” in attending a national or district convention or retreat. Can’t we just stay a little longer
studying the Word, singing praises to God, and being in fellowship with our sisters in Christ? But we can
never live on the mountaintop, can we? We must head back down the mountain.

In our sermon that Sunday, the pastor pointed out how the most important words in the text were as they
were coming down the mountain (Matthew 17:9a), because by coming down that mountain, Jesus could later
ascend another mountain where he paid the price for our sins and opened heaven to us. It certainly shows
how our ways are not God’s ways. Like Peter, I thought the Mount of Transfiguration looked like a pretty
great place to build a shelter and stay.

Heading down the mountain, we arrive back to our daily lives which are filled with crosses we must bear.
The crosses may be different for each of us, but we find comfort in the hymn we sang that Sunday.

‘Tis good, Lord, to be here!

Yet we may not remain,;

But since Thou bidst us leave the mount,
Come with us to the plain.

Hymn #414, verse 4, Public Domain

We don’t go down the mountain to carry our crosses alone. The Lord goes with us as Scripture teaches us.
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age (Matthew 28:20b). So whatever crosses you are
bearing now, know that the Lord who has created and redeemed you goes with you to carry that burden as
He carried your sins to the cross. Why? You are His dear child, and He desires to spend eternity with you.

Last October, a few of our LWML-NED leaders had the opportunity for such a “mountaintop experience” by
attending the Assembly of Leaders (AOL) hosted by the national LWML in St. Louis. Each district sent leaders
and their Junior Pastoral Counselor to be trained and immersed in all things LWML for four days. These
leaders and pastors are now tasked with sharing what they have learned, so you can look forward to seeing
our AOL team this year at a zone rally near you! Megan Hollrah, Sue Lastowski, Dr. June Merwin, and Junior
Pastoral Counselor Rev. Volker Heide attended as our NED leaders, and Leslie Colligan attended as LWML
Gospel Outreach Committee Chair. Their excitement is contagious!

To enjoy your own “mountaintop experience”, plan to attend the LWML convention in June in Milwaukee,

our district retreat in November, and our district convention next April, trusting that when you climb back
down the mountain, Jesus walks with you.

Serving the Lord with gladness,

Shavron P. Dever
Sharon P. Dever, LWML-NED President
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New England District

P15 € YOURE
ﬁﬁhlpﬁ fllh‘g...with District President Beinke INVITED!

Thursday evenings 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM - Go to: https://meet.goto.com/445850965
Phone: +1(872)240-3212, access code: 445-850-965

Our dear Sister in Christ, Bette Hovyt, of Billerica, MA,
received her crown of life on Saturday, February 25, 2023. Bette
was active in the LWML group at the Lutheran Church of the Savior
in Bedford, MA. She also served on the LWML-NED Board of
Directors as Archivist/Historian and as Northern Zone President.
We thank God for her service and ask prayers for her family. We
fondly remember her at LWML-NED meetings, retreats, and
conventions.

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints

(Psalm 116:15).

The Lord has led Nancy Stinnett to accept the position of Vice President
4 of Special Focus Ministries. Nancy is completing the term of Deaconess
Tiffany Manor, so she will serve in the position until the district convention
next year. Nancy is a member of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in
i Smithfield, RI, where her husband, the Rev. Aaron Stinnett, serves as
§ Pastor. Nancy has been active in LWML and currently serves as President

N of the LWML group at Our Redeemer. Her daughter, Lydia, served as the
X & Eastern Zone YWR at our last district convention. We know Nancy will be a
P anan | wonderful addition to the Board and a blessing to the LWML-NED. Please
Wmv join the Board in welcoming her as she serves the Lord with gladness.

& & M’;“*’“:’;’bﬁ,g 3,
*ﬁ ":3/ Unhil :; ;:131’ é;f;%"(dds * a*ﬁ 'gﬁ
i T vy Aot |
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Celebrate the

L1 of live Mellou

Psalm 33:12-13

STEP 2

.|_
S LWML

New England District

Lutheran Women in Mission of the North Wisconsin,
Northern Illinois, and South Wisconsin Districts invite you to the
40th Biennial LWNML Convention to be held in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, June 22-25, 2023.
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom
he has chosen as his heritage! The Lord looks down from
heaven; he sees all the children of man (Psalm 33:12-13).

ALL REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ONLINE ONLY.

If you don’t have internet access, contact someone from your district or family to help you.

STEP 3

|

Choices You Need to Make

Mission Impact Luncheons
Friday (A-G) and Saturday (H-N)

Read full explanations in Winter
Quarterly 2022 or online Convention
Central - Lutheran Women's
Missionary League (lwml.org)

STEP 4  Speakers

Rev. Dr. Dwayne Lueck -- Opening Worship Proclaimer
Rev. Dr. Roosevelt Gray, Jr. -- Closing Worship Proclaimer
Rev. Dr. Greg Seltz -- Keynote Speaker

Kaye Wollff -- Bible Study Leader

Jan Struck & Abby Goehring — Comic Relief Duo

Dr. Dina Vendetti — Song Leader

The Lutheran Ladies’ Lounge -- Saturday Night Entertainment -~ o !

Mites in Action Speakers
Kurt Buchholz — MISSION GRANT #13 2021-2023
Rev. Doua Xiong -- MISSION GRANT #28 2021-2023
Chaplain Craig Muehler -- MISSION GRANT #3 2017-2019
Phil Zielke -- MISSION GRANT #6 2021-2023
Rev. Dr. Steven Schave -- MISSION GRANT #9 2021-2023
Additional Presenters
Rev. Kevin D. Robson — LCMS Chief Mission Officer
Rev. Edward and Sheryl DeWitt -- MISSION GRANT #11 2021-2023
Rev. Dr. Robert Scudieri -- MISSION GRANT #25 2021-2023
Guest Speakers
Rev. Bart Day -- President & CEO of Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF)
Linda Gage -- LWML Gift Planning Counselor
Carol von Soosten -- LWML Gift Planning Counselor

e Friday and Saturday
Mission Impact
Luncheons.

o “Invitation Only”
Dinners.

e Receptions: Heart to
Heart Reunion;

Young Women
Representatives
(YWR) Reunion;
Lutheran Hour
Ministries (LHM); and,
Past National
Executive Committee
and Board of Directors

WATCH

3

On-Site — Blood Drive — Pledge Walk — TEE-UP 4 MITES

FOR MORE CONVENTION NEWS - Gifts from the Heart — Servant Activities

Thad)t
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LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant #7 &) LW/ML

4 New England District Church Planting - LWML-NED
Church Planting and Revitalization Committee. $5,000

The NED Church Planting Fund is the recipient location to receive donations including
— the NED 1-1-1 campaign in 2022 from which grants will be awarded to
. "E E‘: support the financial needs of church planning efforts in the NED. There is

currently no specific location in mind for the use of this LWML grant, but

— two locations are in the planning and development stages.

LWML National 2021-2023 Mission Grants
| PAID IN FULL

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

Gifts from the Heart

for the

E:* GIFTS 2023 Biennial Convention in
. FROM Milwaukee.

TH E Gifts from the Heart is a way of sharing our
HEART blessings with others in need. Recipients of
our Gifts from the Heart will be four agencies
who care for people with special needs.

Phil’s Friends — provides Christ-centered support and hope to those affected by cancer.
* Puzzle books * Journals ¢ Playing cards (regular) » Fuzzy socks * Hats (knit, crochet, or baseball)
* Walmart gift cards* (any denomination)

A Place of Refuge — committed to life and to caring for women facing crisis pregnancy in South
Wisconsin. * Gift cards* in any denomination from Walmart, Target, or Kohl’s

Orphan Grain Train — a volunteer network that ships donated food, clothing, medical, and other
needs to people in 69 different countries including the USA.

* Quilts, blankets, or comforters (all sizes)

* Hygiene Kits (please donate complete kits only): 1 bath towel; 1 washcloth; 1 bath-size bar of
soap; 1 toothbrush; 1 sturdy comb; 6 band-aids (*z or % inch); 1 small package of facial tissues; 1
nail clipper; 1 piece of strong cord or ribbon

* MOST Ministries — provides short term mission opportunities for individuals to support
Christian ministries around the world through witness and service.

* Recycled new and like-new eyeglasses
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/ \l/ I ‘ ‘l ‘)\ It’s time to look back at the women (Z) LWN\ L

N4 N of the NED over these 50 years.
O b N\ L Do you remember any of the XXXXX women in the
° N@,-,/&n\mand Qlstrict pictures?

(' —

share?
Send
me a

picture.

[
§ "ol c = 2016
1980’s-1990’s Quilters ¥ - LWML-NED Convention
Grace Rufleth, XXXXX, 2014 LWML-NED Conyent1on, ' “Still Quenched by the
XXXXX, Connie Mangels Bedford, MA - Left to right: Sylvia Water”
Lutheran Church of Madison, Friender, Nancy Lutz, Carol Sanger, April 2016, New London, Ct
Ct Sharon Roegge

Immanuel Lutheran, Danbury, Ct

LWML National Convention
Convention “buddies”

Carol Sanger, Nancy Lutz,
Carol Sokofski, Ruth Sokofski
from Immanuel, Danbury and
Zion Lutheran, Bridgeport Ct
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Calendars may need to be updated! (}E) LWML

New England District

LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS

2024 District Convention

Date Location Function Other Info
03/18/2023 Lutheran Church of | Northern Zone Spring Rally Questions:
the Savior, Theme: “God’s Quilt of Comfort” Peggy Wang at
Bedford, MA based on Psalm 119:76 — Working | NorthernZone@Ilwmli-ned.org
on quilts for Lutheran World Relief
03/29/2023 N/A DEADLINE to order Beacon and Contact: Priscilla Keurulainen
Quarterly publications pdk48@me.com
04/22/2023 Our Redeemer Eastern Zone Spring Rally Questions:
Lutheran Church, Rachel Nyugen, Executive Leslie Colligan at
Smithfield, RI Director of Harmony Women'’s EasternZone @Ilwmli-ned.org
Care, will be the guest speaker.
04/29/2023 Grace Lutheran Mt Laurel Zone Spring Rally Questions:
Chuzrch, Barbara Lis at
Middletown, Ct MtLaurelZone@Iwmli-ned.org
Thd Thd Mid-Valley Zone Questions:
If willing to help, please
contact Vickie Bohn:
Mid-ValleyZone@Iwml-ned.org
Thd Thd Koinonia Zone Questions:
Working meetings preparing for Sue Dow at

KoinoniaZone@lwml-ned.org

06/22-25/2023

Milwaukee, WI

40" Biennial Convention

Theme: Celebrate the Lord of the
Nations

Blessed is the nation whose God is
the Lord, the people whom he has
chosen as his heritage! The Lord
looks down from heaven,; he sees all
the children of man

(Psalm 33:12-13).

Voting for new officers.
Celebration of 80" LWML
Anniversary.

New England YWR, Stephanie
Schultz from Immanuel
Danbury, Ct.

By-laws changes for approval.
and much more...

09/2023 Thd District Board Meeting Questions:
Sharon Dever at
president@Ilwmli-ned.org
11/3-4/2023 DoubleTree Hotel, | 2023 LWML-NED RETREAT Questions:
Bradley Airport “Blessed in Christ: Unpacking the | Christina Anop at
Riches of Ephesians” Bible Study email: christianlife @lwml-
led by the Rev. William Weedon ned.org
02/2024 Tbd District Board Meeting Questions:

Sharon Dever at
president@Ilwmli-ned.org

04/26-27/2024

Trumbull Marriott,
Trumbull, Ct

2024 LWML-NED Convention
Theme: “Songs in the Night”
Where is God my Maker, who
gives songs in the night

(Job 35:10)

We look forward to spending
time together in song,
worship, Bible Study,
devotions, fellowship, and
conducting the business
needed to continue to do
God’s work.
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