March 2021
We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On”
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most upto-date information on what is happening in the
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally.
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org

LWML National reaches 2019-2021 $2.1M Mission Goal!
“Praise God from Whom all blessings flow!” All mission grants for this biennium can
be funded! LWML Treasurer Karla Koehler wrote, “We thank God for the many
women and men who have generously shared their material blessings so that the
LWML can share the love and forgiveness of Christ!”
Let the trumpets sound and the cymbals crash, in praise to the Lord!

Mission Goal for 2020-2022 is
$71,000

LET EVERYTHING THAT HAS BREATH PRAISE THE LORD.
PRAISE THE LORD. Psalm 150:6
2020-2022 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS
Mission Goal of $71,000 allocated as follows:
$46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects; $17,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,100
for Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration.

Total Mite Money thru February 28, 2021 is $19,624.95...27.6% of Goal
Grant Lydia Comfort Dog
$ 5,000
4
Messiah Lutheran Church, Lynnfield, MA (Received to date $1,556.22)
Please continue to save and remit your mite donations.
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of Christ locally,
nationally, and internationally and continues even during the COVID-19.

SEND MITES TO:

Susan Lastowski, Treasurer
LWML-New England District
P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML.
Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with
gladness and to support global missions.
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FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT
Dear Sisters in Mission:
This month I would like to draw your attention to the upcoming deadlines for our Church Worker
Scholarships for the 2021-2022 school year and our Mission Grants for the LWML-NED 2022-24
biennium. It may seem early to discuss these items, but both have deadlines later this year. The
applications for both can be found on our website: lwml-ned.org.
College and seminary students intending to apply for a Church Worker Scholarship must be a
member of an LCMS-NED church and must attend an LCMS Concordia University or Seminary and
plan to enter a church worker vocation such as pastor, teacher, deaconess, DCE, etc. to be
eligible to apply.
The deadline for the application is August 1, 2021. In addition to the application, the student is
required to fill out a short financial information page and submit a recommendation from his/her
home congregation pastor and one from a professor. There is some planning and time required to
gather the needed submissions so it would be beneficial to start early.
Please reach out to the students in your congregation that would qualify and encourage them to
apply. We want to financially support our New England District students entering full time
service to the church.
The Mission Grant application for the LWML-NED 2022-24 biennium has a deadline of September
30, 2021. Please consider submitting an application on behalf of an outreach program of your
church or for your church’s day school or preschool. You can also apply on behalf of a District
outreach effort you are involved with or on behalf of an LCMS Recognized Service Organization
that is special to you.
As always, remember all our Mission Projects, National and NED, in your prayers. Take note of
the new opportunity to give to mites outlined in this PIO, if you are a member of Thrivent. With
thanksgiving for all God has done for you, please give as you have been blessed to support the
mission work in New England and beyond.
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints
and seek to show hospitality (Romans 12:12-13).
Serving the Lord with Gladness,

Sharon P. Dever
Sharon P. Dever
LWML-NED President

Place your order for the
BEACON and/or LUTHERAN
WOMENS QUARTERLY!

A Lively Bible Study Group
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LWML-NED Current Mission Project
Lydia Comfort Dog

$5,000

(Messiah Lutheran Church, Lynnfield, MA)

PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY
Lydia Comfort Dog brings comfort to
people at schools, nursing homes,
hospitals, and in disaster response
situations. Funds are needed for Lydia
and her handler to quickly deploy when
invited to emergency or disaster sites.
Sudden travel is expensive. Prior grants
have helped pay for Lydia’s quick
response to Parkland, FL and Santa Fe,
Texas.

Devotional Resources for Spring

During this Lenten season, Lutheran Women in Mission may be looking for devotions and
Bible studies for themselves or their group. The LWML Christian Resources Committee offers
“Spring Resources” with a focus on Lent, but also includes resources for spring, Easter, and
Mother’s Day. Titles of just a few of the Lenten selections are “Love's Atoning Sacrifice,”
“Always the Cross,” and “Lift High the Cross.” These and many others are available on the
LWML website under “The Word” tab; then click on Spring Resources.

Gone are the Days…
I bet we all remember saving soup labels for Church or School.
We have learned the program has now been cancelled.
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2019-2021 National Mission Grant 19

Making Jesus Known in the United States Ethnic
Communities
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri

Soe Moe is an EIIT student serving at Southwest Lutheran
Church in Fort Wayne, Ind. His parents, who are from
Burma, fled that country during its long period of military
rule and considerable unrest. He was born in a refugee
camp in Thailand, where his family lived 11 years before
coming to the U.S. At Southwest Lutheran, which is
increasing its numbers of Korean and Burmese congregants,
he serves as a youth leader and youth pastor. He assists with
leading Bible studies and is part of a church outreach group
that tutors youth in academic subjects and in English as a
Second Language.
As a teenager, Moe's devotion to the Lord increased
considerably when he attended a Lutheran summer camp
three years in a row. "I realized how amazing God is, and
that He's always there for us," he says. He adds that he also
realized then that his calling was to become a youth pastor.
"I very much want to continue bringing the Good News to
young people and giving them hope," he says.
To see more examples, go to
www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-19

-

$100,000

Throughout the country, there are
many devoted first-generation
immigrants serving in full-time
ministry, reaching out to their
ethnic communities, and sharing
the Gospel. Many of these church
workers are enrolled in either of
two Concordia Seminary programs
– the Center for Hispanic Studies
(CHS) and the Ethnic Immigrant
Institute of Theology (EIIT). Both
share the mission to make Christ
known in their respective ethnic
communities. CHS has a four-year
program taught in Spanish and
includes students from many
Hispanic-Latino cultures. The EIIT
program already has students that
have been working in Word and
Sacrament ministry as part of their
culture. These students often have
strained financial circumstances
that are making it difficult to pay
for this necessary education. Most
hold two and three jobs to make
ends meet but are willing to go to
great lengths in the service of
Christ and His Gospel. It is vital
that they have the Biblical
foundation to go with their passion
for ministry. This grant will go
towards funding the education
costs of these devoted students
and church workers.
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Review Convention Information

June 24-27, 2021

LWML 39th Biennial Convention
Rupp Arena at Central Bank Center in
Kentucky

Lexington,

Plans for convention: new information is being posted on the LWML website
regularly. Be sure to check the site if you are planning to attend.

Proposed Mission Grants: for 2021-23 biennium approved are now online
www.lwml.org/2021-convention.

Voting Change:

For this convention, the voting process for MISSION GRANTS will be

done online before the convention. The delegates will vote online in May and the results
announced at convention in June. This allows Zones unable to find a delegate to travel to
convention to have representation and allow more women to vote on grants.
Voting for new officers and bylaw amendments will still be done at the convention.

NEW National Mission Statement:
“AS LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION, WE JOYFULLY PROCLAIM CHRIST, SUPPORT
MISSIONS, AND EQUIP WOMEN TO HONOR GOD BY SERVING OTHERS.”

https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html

Exciting News!

Thanks to Sue Lastowski, we are now registered as a
designated charity on Thrivent Choice! This will give our women another
opportunity to donate to our Mission Projects, and it will not cost them
anything! If you are a member of Thrivent and are allocated Thrivent Choice
Dollars, you can now select the Lutheran Women's Missionary League New
England District as your charity of choice to support.
CONNECTING DURING COVID-19 go to:
Resources During COVID-19 - Lutheran Women's Missionary League (lwml.org)
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We will not be recognized as Christians by our clothing, or a piece
of cross-shaped jewelry worn around the neck. But we will be
known as Christians by the love that pours freely from our hearts
toward others. Alone we are unable to give this kind of love but
because the Holy Spirit lives in us, we can put into action Christ's command:

Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another

(John 13:34b).

Upcoming Events
Also seen in The BEACON Winter/Spring 2021 issue!
June 24-27, 2021 LWML 39th Biennial Convention in the
Rupp Arena at Central Bank Center, Lexington, Kentucky.
…RUNNING TO LEXINGTON — Now is the time to join
your LWML sisters who are “Running the Race … Looking to Jesus,”
the convention theme based on Hebrews 12:1–2. Attendees will be
inspired by the convention goal, “Looking to Jesus, we run the race
set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord.”

November 5 & 6, 2021 LWML-New England District RETREAT
When: Friday 7:00 PM through Saturday 3:00 PM
Theme: “BE THOU MY VISION (In Such a Time as This)”
Bible Study with Donna Snow Pyle, Speaker and Author
Plus, a slide presentation from many of our supported Missions
Double Tree Hotel at Bradley Airport 860-627-5171
www.hilton.com/doubletree More information coming soon –

If you have any questions, Call: June Merwin 860-581-0379; Email: june.merwin@gmail.com
April 29-30, 2022
LWML-New England District Convention
Theme: “Let there be Light” Genesis 1:3
• Hosted by Eastern Zone; located at Holiday Inn, Taunton, MA 508-823-0430
• Every society can send 2 delegates to vote for the Mission Goal and
Mission Projects.
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