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To:  LWML New England District membership 

From:  LWML-NED Board of Directors 

Date: April 25, 2020 

Dear friends, 

Today, Saturday the 25th, would have been the second day of our LWML-NED Convention in 
Taunton MA, hosted by our Eastern Zone churches in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

 We would have heard inspiring messages on our theme “Let there be Light” from: 
• Debbie Larson, LWML President 
• Reverend Tim Yeadon, NED-LCMS District President 
• David Fiala, LCMS Missionary Service 
• Reverend Tim Sandeno, NED-LCMS Church Planting and Revitalization 
• Bible Study with LCMS Reverend Ryan Rupe, CAPT, US Navy; Chaplain for the US 

Coast Guard Academy 
• Frank Sienkiewicz, short term missions to the Navaho Nation 
• Ken Fischer, Lutheran Hour Ministries 
• Brenda Bacon, Lutheran Church Extension Fund 

 
 We would have voted for the new Mission Goal, Officers and Mission Projects and heard the 

results announced today.  
 

 We would have collected Gifts from the Heart – black shoes for school children at Gbarnga 
Lutheran School in Libera. 

 
 We would have welcomed the Young Women Representatives from each of our Zones and 

the first timers to a Convention.  
 

 We would have collected an offering for the 2020-2022 biennium Mission Goal and a 
second offering for a NED mission. 

 
 We would have visited displays from our Lutheran partner organizations including Lutheran 

Bible Translators, Lutheran Heritage Foundation, Lutheran Laymen’s League/Lutheran Hour 
Ministry; LCMS Missionary Service, and Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project. 

 
 We would have heard about the LWML 2021 Convention in Lexington, KY and our next 

LWML-NED Convention in 2022 hosted by the Koinonia Zone. 
 

 We would have sung and prayed and talked and laughed together. 

 

But that was not to be.  Thanks be to God!  He knows what is to be! 

 
Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails. 

Proverbs 19:21 (NIV) 
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 We are not together, but we’re still singing and praying and talking and laughing.  
 

 We, thorough the LCMS, LWML, and our partner organizations are still sharing the Gospel 
message around the world. 

 
 LWML in New England is accomplishing the business of the Convention: 

I am delighted to report that the Board of Directors developed a process to conduct elections 
by paper ballot through US Post Office mail.   

• The Zone Presidents compiled a list of delegates from LWML church groups in their 
Zone. 

• Per our bylaws, each church group may have up to 2 delegates. The Board of Directors 
and LWML Past District Presidents are also eligible to vote. 

• We mailed the Officer Candidate list, the Mission Grant list and a ballot to each of the 
delegates. 

• Each delegate will make their votes and mail the ballot back. 
• The ballots will be counted by Tellers on Saturday May 16th.  
• The results will be announced shortly after that. 

 

 Other business we recently conducted: 

2018-2020 Mission Goal:  The 2018-2020 biennium closed on March 31, 2020. We did not 
meet our $70,000 Mission Goal. The total received in Mite Box donations was $63,434.22.  As 
you know, the Mission Goal includes funds for NED mission projects, national LWML mission 
projects and administration.  

Two NED Mission Projects were partially or totally unfunded: #8 Free Medical Checkup/Eye 
Screening in India $1192.76, and #9 LCMS Missionary Expenses $3075, for a total of $4267.76. 

Now, one of our fully funded Mission Projects was 5b Church Worker Scholarship $7000, which 
allows $3500 per year in scholarships. We did not have any qualified applications in 2019, so 
the funds allotted for 2019 were not used. 

The Board of Directors voted to reallocate $3500 from Project 5b plus $767.76 from the 
“Quarterly & Beacon unused” category to pay Projects 8 and 9! 

Thank you, God!  All the Mission Grants we hoped and prayed to fund over these past two 
years were funded! We pray that all the projects continue to glorify Your name and share the 
Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

 

2020-2022 Mission Project List:  The slate of projects being voted this week does not include 
two projects that we generally include in the list. 

1. Counselor and Young Woman Representative to the National Convention. We usually 
fund $2000 for this expense. However, our Counselor did not attend the 2017 
Convention so we have funds remaining that can be used for the 2021 Convention. The 
Board of Directors voted to exclude this project from the 2020-2022 slate. 
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2. Church Worker Scholarships. We usually fund $7000 for this mission project which 

allows $3500 per year to applicant(s) higher education for LCMS church work.   
You are probably aware that we have an Endowment Scholarship Fund, 

accounts with LCEF and Thrivent, to save money to fund scholarships from the interest 
in the account. Since 1993, we added your designated gifts, thank offerings and Amazon 
Smile donations to the Scholarship Fund.  

In 2017, we received an endowment from the estate of one of our LWML sisters. 
This generous gift has allowed us to earn enough interest and market growth on the 
principle to fund Church Worker Scholarships from the account. The Board of Directors 
voted to fund Church Worker Scholarships for the coming biennium from our 
Endowment Scholarship Fund interest, instead of through the 2020-2022 Mission 
Goal. 

Additionally, the Board of Directors approved an “Endowment Spending Policy.” The 
Policy states that funds available will be used first to fund Church Worker Scholarships, 
and then, if monies are available, to fund Short Term Mission Scholarships. 

Our goal, then, is to grow the Endowment Fund so that we can generously fund Church 
Worker and Short-Term Mission Trip scholarships through the interest on the 
Endowment Fund. In that way, the Mission Goal -- our Mite Box donations -- can fund 
other, additional Mission Projects.  Have you noticed that the Remittance Form includes 
a spot for a specific donation to the Endowment Scholarship Fund?  Please contact any 
member of the Board of Directors if you have a question about the Endowment Fund. 

 

 

Save the Date for the 2020 Retreat: November 6-7 at the DoubleTree Bradley International 
Airport Hotel. Donna Snow Pyle is our Bible Study leader! 

 

Day of Celebration! We are talking about having a day of celebration, perhaps in the Fall, 
perhaps next year, when we can talk and laugh and sing and pray, face to face, together, with 
our Convention Theme. 

 
Let there be light. 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
Genesis 1:3 

 
We will focus on reflecting His Light,  

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”  
has shone in our hearts to give 

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God  
in the face of Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 4:6 


