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                         June 2023 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 For more news and information, visit  
 www.lwml-ned.org 
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     SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
               LWML-New England District 
               P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    8 

Hope for the Hopeless---LCMS Life Ministries, Office of 

National Mission, St. Louis, MO        ( Rec’d to date $1,692.02 ) 
$ 5,000 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2022-2024 is $75,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations 

payable to LWML-NED.  
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2022-2024 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $75,000 allocated as follows:   

         $48,750 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$18,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,500 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru May 31, 2023, is  

$40,753.88 = 54.3% of Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT   
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 
 

I am grateful to be able to share with you the wonderful news that we have fully funded 

our next Mission Project! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous 

song and sing praises (Psalm 98:4)! Your gifts of mites have enabled us to send $5,000 to 

the New England District to help support new church plants. Please keep our District’s 

efforts to reach the lost with the Gospel in your prayers. 
 

We are now working to fund our next Mission Project: Hope for the Hopeless, an effort of 

LCMS Life Ministries. We are off to a great start as we have received $1,692.02 of the 

$5,000 needed. This grant will provide funding for curriculum and resources specifically 

developed to provide a Christian response to mental illness that includes an emphasis on 

the hope of the Gospel. Please pray for our church workers who share the hope of Jesus 

Christ with those who feel hopeless and may wish to end their lives. 
 

The 40th Biennial LWML Convention begins next Thursday evening, June 22, with an 

opening worship service at 7:00 p.m. Celebrate the Lord of the Nations is the theme of this 

year’s convention. This theme recalls Jesus’ sacrificial work for us and the gathering of all 

believers in heaven as described in Revelation. “For you were slain, and by your blood you 

ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you 

have made them a kingdom and priests to our God” (Revelation 5:9-10).  “Who will not fear, 

O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy.  All nations will come and worship 

you, for your righteous acts have been revealed” (Revelation 15:4). We thank God that we 

can be a part of sharing the Gospel with the nations through our mite offerings. 
 

If you are planning to attend the convention, please consider asking your pastor to use the 

LWML, Blessing of Convention Participants, during the worship service on the Sunday prior 

to the convention. This resource can be found under the Convention Central tab on the 

LWML website (lwml.org). 
 

If you are not able to attend the convention in person, I encourage you to still be a part of 

the convention by watching online. The convention will be livestreamed on the LWML 

website. You will be able to join the convention body in worship and Bible study, listen to 

mission speakers, and hear the 2023-2025 Mission Goal and Grants announced. The 

sessions will be available to view on the website for a time after convention, so if you are 

not able to tune in live, you can watch at your convenience.   
 

Please remember President Debbie, the Board of Directors, and the delegates in your 

prayers as they conduct the business of the LWML and pray for safe travel for them and 

all who attend. 
 

Serving the Lord with gladness,  

Sharon P. Dever 

Sharon P. Dever, LWML-NED President  
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Lutheran Women in Mission of the North Wisconsin, 

Northern Illinois, and South Wisconsin Districts invite you to the  

40th Biennial LWML Convention held in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin, June 22–25, 2023. 
 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom 

he has chosen as his heritage! The Lord looks down from 

heaven; he sees all the children of man (Psalm 33:12–13). 
 

LET US PRAY  …  As we send you to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for the 40th Biennial LWML 

Convention, we send you there knowing we are sending you to live out your Baptism and those 

promises you made at your confirmation among the people you will be in contact with there. 

Time to Pack 

• Confirm your Hotel and Travel Reservations 

• Gather all personal needs and assemble for packing 

• Gather clothing for all planned events and weather conditions 

• Review convention layout and venues attending  

PRAY each step of the way. 

 

LET UP PRAY  …  We pray that you return to us reinvigorated in your Christian walk as you 

will have had the opportunity to be refreshed and renewed through the many opportunities 

you will be given to be gathered around the Word of God and the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion with your sisters, and even a few brothers, in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

SPECIAL CONVENTION REGISTRATION NOTICE: 
  

If you have registered for the 2023 LWML Convention in Milwaukee, please make sure that you have 

received a confirmation email. 

  

The confirmation email would have been sent automatically upon submission of your registration, from 

LWML at noreply@regfox.com with the subject line “Registration Confirmation to LWML Convention 2023”. 

  

Please be aware that if you did not complete the registration form accurately YOU MAY NOT BE 

REGISTERED. All accurately completed forms have received a confirmation email. If you did not receive the 

confirmation email or are unsure, please email the following information to lwml@lwml.org: 

·      First and last name ·      Email address that you used to register  ·      Day-time phone number 
  

If we find that you ARE NOT registered, we will contact you directly by phone. If we find that you ARE 

registered, we will resend your confirmation email. 

  

This is necessary only if you have never received a registration confirmation email. 
 

mailto:noreply@regfox.com
mailto:lwml@lwml.org
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Livestreaming Convention in Milwaukee 

Lutheran Women in Mission will, once again, livestream all 

convention sessions in the Wisconsin Convention Center.  

For those watching the convention at home, make plans to have a 

livestreaming party and invite the women in your congregation to 

watch it together.  

You will be able to participate in the convention’s Bible study, hear the grateful and inspiring 

mission grant speakers, and be there when the new biennium’s mission goal and mission grants 

are announced. Directions for viewing will be available on the Convention Central page 

of the LWML website (LWML.ORG).  

 

LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant #8 

 

8 Hope for the Hopeless—LCMS Life Ministries, Office of National 

Mission, St. Louis, MO $5,000 
 

This grant will provide funding for curriculum and resources specifically developed to provide a 

Christian response to mental illness that includes an emphasis on the hope of the Gospel and 

sharing Christ with psychological sensitivity. Pastors, church workers, 

and lay leaders will have access to training to be equipped to share 

the hope that is found only in Jesus Christ with the people who are 

feeling hopeless and despairing of earthly life, to prevent the wish to 

die by suicide. Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the United 

States. In 2019, the last year for which statistics are available, 47,511 

Americans died by suicide and research estimates that more than 100 

million Americans may think about ending their lives by suicide. The 

pandemic has only increased the need for this outreach. 

 

WHAT’S GOING ON IN OUR DISTRICT  

Lutheran Church of the Savior in Bedford, MA 

 
Tuesday, May 9th the LWML assembled 

personal care kits for Lutheran World 

Relief that included a towel, 2 bars of 

soap, nail clippers, a toothbrush, and a 

comb. In the photos are Raeden Veino, 

Jude DeHart, Jennifer Gierke, and 

Peggy Wang.  A group of busy bees.  

 
  

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gJFd4CIPSvsc5POCR0E8lCkrpV5Vq2apkzo9-h7UIV6_dkzDbyHvNgAU4G9dRGXaclzsBbqaveYWJJsj49RD6KVadHIlrT7cMPT7dc-JJTLzIUTV6cz3cPJ6pSe-MNFTl91vcjXetjsgbpVOyvVcwACn6RZMi67g&c=FGGQfcUNDpqSr7K9nLt0HQb1hiFq9aZj1F3TkFIzbF8d7td51EvGgA==&ch=3C-NSrIxMwBhb9IBIKKgzbX731-whsXr2HsL94WEeAvLwgAByTL6WA==
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Past New England District  
 

 

During this 50th Anniversary year, we remember our past LWML-NED 

Pastoral Counselors who so faithfully served the Lord with gladness.   

We thank God for their spiritual guidance and for their dedication to the 

mission of LWML-NED of sharing the Gospel. 

 

1984-1988   Rev. Carl Anton 

1986-1990   Rev. Richard Skov 

1988-1992   Rev. Robert Beinke 

1990-1994   Rev. Clarence Kuehn 

1992-1996   Rev. Ingo Dutzmannn 

1994-1998   Rev. Michael Gruel 

1996-2000   Rev. Larry Rabon  (Rev. Michael Gruel finished term) 

1998-2002   Rev. Robert Hass 

2000-2004   Rev. David Batchelder 

2004-2006   Rev. Lane Bridges 

2004-2008   Rev. James Wiese 

2006-2010   Rev. Robert Schipul 

2008-2012   Rev. Jonathan Liebich 

2010-2014   Rev. Christopher Hazzard 

2012-2016   Rev. Joel Cundiff  (Rev. Phil Alexander filled in until he retired) 

         (Rev. David Batchelder (2015) finished term) 

2014-2018   Rev. Jay Masikas  (Rev. Dan Eddy filled in until he accepted another call) 

         (Rev. Randall Bessettee (2016) finished term) 

2016-2020   Rev. Matthew Richardt  (Rev. Randall Bessettee finished term) 

2018-2022   Rev. David Riley 

 

We thank God for our current Pastoral 

Counselors, the Rev. Ed Harkey and the 

Rev. Volker Heide, and their faithful 

service to us.    
       

                                                

 Rev. Ed Harkey       Rev. Volker Heide       
  2020-2024                 2022-2026   
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          Check your calendar!  

        LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS 
 

Date Location Function Other Info 
06/22-25/2023 Milwaukee, WI 40th Biennial Convention 

Theme:  Celebrate the Lord of the 

Nations  

Blessed is the nation whose God is 

the Lord, the people whom he has 

chosen as his heritage! The Lord 

looks down from heaven; he sees all 

the children of man  

(Psalm 33:12–13). 

• Voting for new officers. 

• Celebration of 80th LWML 

Anniversary. 

• New England YWR, 

Stephanie Schultz from 

Immanuel Danbury, Ct. 

• By-laws changes for 

approval. 

• and much more… 

09/16/2023 

  10:00 AM 

Zoom Meeting District Board Meeting Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

11/3-4/2023 DoubleTree Hotel, 

Bradley Airport 

2023 LWML-NED RETREAT 

“Blessed in Christ: Unpacking the 

Riches of Ephesians” Bible Study 

led by the Rev. William Weedon 

 

Questions:  

Christina Anop at 

email: christianlife@lwml-

ned.org 

Publicity can be found on our 

website LWML-NED.org under 

Retreat 

02/2024 Tbd District Board Meeting Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

04/26-27/2024 Trumbull Marriott, 

Trumbull, CT 

2024 LWML-NED Convention 

Theme:  “Songs in the Night”  

Where is God my Maker, who 

gives songs in the night  

(Job 35:10) 

We look forward to spending 

time together in song, 

worship, Bible Study, 

devotions, fellowship, and 

conducting the business 

needed to continue to do 

God’s work. 

 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN SHIPMENTS 
Volunteers for the Orphan Grain Train’s (OGT) New England Branch, at 33 South Main St.  

in Terryville, Ct. loaded a 53-foot Truck of needed items for Appalachia on May 23, 2023. 

  

The Appalachia shipment was sent to a charitable group, The Christian 

Appalachian Project (CAP) in Kentucky, that distributes the items to Charitable 

Organizations in a Multi-state area that serve those severely impacted by the 

shutdown of the coal mines and recent floods. The shipment contained over 7000 

Harvest Pack meals and many boxes of clothing for men, women, children, and 

toddlers. Also, medical supplies like walkers, commodes, hospital gowns, toilet 

risers, diapers, orthopedics, toys and 10 sewing machines. The shipment was 

offloaded to the CAP warehouse and the Organizations will come to that facility to 

get the supplies needed. 

 

NOTE:  On 5/30/23 OGT, Terryville Ct successfully loaded a shipment to Senegal.   

A 40ft container packed with 25,000 lbs. of items and a great crew to load it. 

 

 

mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
mailto:christianlife@lwml-ned.org
mailto:christianlife@lwml-ned.org
mailto:president@lwml-ned.org

