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                     June 2021 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org 
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   SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
 LWML-New England District 
 P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 
 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    5a 

Concordia Theological Seminary Co-op Financial Assistance  

Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN  

(Received to date $599.87) 
$ 2,500 

 
 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML.  

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

 

Mission Goal for 2020-2022 is 
$71,000 

 

Please continue to save and remit your  
Mite donations.  

Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 
Christ locally, nationally, and internationally and 

continues even during COVID-19. 
 

2020-2022 LWML-NED MISSION GRANT  

Mission Goal $71,000 allocated as follows:   

         $46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$17,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,100 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

 

Total Mite Money thru May 31, 2021 is $25,845.96 

...36.4 % of Goal 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT    

 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 
 

All praise and thanks to God!  Another Mission Project is funded!   

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  Serve the Lord with gladness!  Come into his 

presence with singing (Psalm 100:1-2)!  You have prayed for and monetarily supported our 

Mission Project for Comfort Dog Lydia, and we are now able to send a $5,000 check to 

Messiah Lutheran Church in Lynnfield, Massachusetts, for this ministry.  May God 

continue to bless their efforts to bring comfort to the suffering. 

 

Our next Mission Project is the Co-Op at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana.  We are currently off to a great start as we have received $599.87 toward the 

$2,500. The Co-Op at the Seminary provides an invaluable service to our seminarians and 

their families by providing them with food and household items.  All the items are 

donated or purchased with donations like ours. Through this mission project we are 

supporting those who will soon be serving God’s church and sharing the Gospel and 

Sacraments with His children.  Please keep the seminary and all who teach and study 

there in your prayers. 

 

The 39th Biennial LWML Convention begins next Thursday evening, June 24, with an 

opening worship service at 7:00 p.m.  Please remember President Debbie and the 

delegates in your prayers as they conduct the business of the LWML and pray for safe 

travel for all who attend.  Not traveling to Lexington?  You can still listen to mission 

speakers, attend Bible studies, hear the mission projects chosen by the delegates for the 

2021-2023 biennium announced, and so much more.  The convention will be live 

streamed on the LWML website (lwml.org).   There is a link on the LWML home page, 

or you can go to: livestream.com/TheLWML. 

 

While you are on the LWML website, be sure to check out the many resources National 

produces for you to use individually or with your society/group.  There are so many 

wonderful free Bible studies.  With both one session and multi session studies, you are 

sure to find one that suits your needs.  I have used many of these with my own society and 

would highly recommend them.   There are also devotions, litanies, mission service 

activities, ideas for care kits, a monthly mite challenge calendar, a mission service 

calendar and even coloring pages!   Please take advantage of these exceptional 

resources. 
 

Serving the Lord with gladness, 
 

Sharon P. Dever 

Sharon P. Dever 

LWML-NED President 

 

         Bible Study Group 
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LWML-NED Current Mission Project 
 

Concordia Theological Seminary Co-op Financial Assistance $2,500  

The Concordia Theological Seminary Food Co-Op provides 

80-90% of food and household needs for seminary students 

and their families and is completely donor funded. 

Seminary families volunteer a certain amount of time each 

month for points and these points are redeemable each 

shopping day. This grant will be used to purchase eggs, 

milk, ground beef, fresh fruits and vegetables, and 

perishable items for the Food Co-Op. 

 

 

CHURCH WORKER SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
Guidelines & Application online at lwml-ned.org 

Deadline:  August 1, 2021 

Share with your congregation's students! 

 

MISSION GRANT PROPOSALS FOR 2022-2024 
Criteria & Application online at lwml-ned.org 

Deadline:  September 30, 2021 

Apply today for a church, school, or preschool project! 

 
GAIL SUSAN (ZURELL) SMUDA of Southington, passed into the arms of the Lord on May 25, 2021. 

She died peacefully at home surrounded by her husband of 46 years, 

Donald, and her loving family.  Gail served many years on the LWML-

NED Board of Directors as Parliamentarian; as Mid-Valley Zone 

President; and, with her Church LWML society.  We thank God for her 

service and ask prayers for Don and her family.  We remember her at 

LWML meetings, 

conventions, and retreats 

where we all shared our 

love of the Lord and our 

commitment to the LWML. 

“God is our refuGe and strenGth, a very present help in trouble” 
Psalm 46:1 

“WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT.”  

2011 New England’s Delegation:  
Front row (l-r):   
Jr. Counselor Pastor Christopher Hazzard 
Joyce Sauca-Northern Zone,  
Sherry Dickinson –Eastern Zone  
Back row (l-r):  YWR Jennifer Seder 
President Lynn Batchelder Gail Smuda-
Mid Valley Zone Dorothy Weise-
Koinonia Zone 

http://lwml-ned.org/
http://lwml-ned.org/
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A Mission Update from Christina Anop 
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All Praise be to God!  Registration Open to All! 

PRAY FOR GOD’S WISDOM as those voting prepare and vote.  “So faith comes 

from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).  

 

The Convention will be live streamed on the LWML website (lwml.org).   

You can sign up NOW for notifications when each session begins!   
From Thursday night opening worship service to the business and mission speakers on Friday 

and Saturday, to closing worship service on Sunday morning … live broadcasting will be 

available. If you are unable to attend convention in person, why not organize a livestreaming get-

together & watch as a group?  And if you miss the live version, you can watch recorded sessions. 

 

For those traveling we Pray for safe travel both ways. 

 

Whova App - - Ready to attend the LWML convention?  

LWML will use an online platform called “Whova” for our convention. You 

can download Whova’s mobile app or access its web platform on desktop:  

• View our event agenda and plan your schedule; 

• Set up in-person/virtual meet-ups with other attendees to connect and  

 network; 

• Create and converse through various discussion topics in the 

 community board; and 

• Receive updates such as last-minute session changes from the 

 organizers. 
After downloading, sign up in the app, using your email address. Choose a strong 

password. You can also sign up using a social media account. Once you are signed 

up, you should be taken directly to our event! 

 

LWML Past Presidents Convention Booth - LWML Past Presidents will be at their 

convention booth in the Bluegrass Meadows Exhibit Hall on Thursday 

throughout the day; on Friday from 11:30 a.m.–2 p.m.; and especially on 

Friday night for the Winner’s Circle Celebration. You can share 

memories and take a photo with them! They will be available to sign the 

book Dedicated! Lutheran Women Grounded in the Word, Growing in 

God’s Mission, a detailed history of the LWML. Bring your book or 

purchase one at the LWML Store. For fun, there will be childhood photos of each president for you 

to guess who’s who. Come and meet these gracious servant leaders! 

 

“AS LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION, WE JOYFULLY PROCLAIM CHRIST, SUPPORT 

MISSIONS, AND EQUIP WOMEN TO HONOR GOD BY SERVING OTHERS.” 
 

             It’s June!  Time for 39th Biennial Convention! 

https://whova.io/email/click/e5b747b69a41e3e104d410aba78c6c1f/24b83bea185ebf83c3a2bad3ecf37146/
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2021, June 24-27 LWML 39th Biennial Convention  

…"Running the Race … Looking to Jesus,”  
convention theme based on Hebrews 12:1–2.  

Rupp Arena at Central Bank Center, Lexington, Kentucky. 

 

2021, November 5-6 LWML-New England District RETREAT  

Friday 7:00 PM through Saturday 3:00 PM  -  PUBLICITY for posting on website! 

                  “BE THOU MY VISION (In Such a Time as This)” 
Bible Study with Donna Snow Pyle. Plus, a presentation from many supported Missions. 

Double Tree Hotel at Bradley Airport 860-627-5171 www.hilton.com/doubletree   

At website LWML-NED.org [Retreat] find Easy HOTEL Registration link. 

Questions: Call: June Merwin 860-581-0379; Email: june.merwin@gmail.com 

 

2022, April 29-30 LWML-New England District Convention 

“Let there be Light” Genesis 1:3 

• Hosted by Eastern Zone; located at Holiday Inn, Taunton, MA  508-823-0430 

• Every society can send 2 delegates to vote for Mission Goal and Projects. 

 

 
 

  

 

Leadership Tips 

Dear LWML Leaders, 

 

Our tips for Leading with Confidence are focusing on Scripture.   

Confidence in Christian leadership is being grounded in the Word. 
  

Watching Over Yourself and Others                                                                           

 

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood (Acts 20:28). 

 

As leaders, we have two major jobs: to watch over those under our care and to watch over 

ourselves. If our attention is only on those we’re leading, we’re not taking care of our own 

needs. We need to make sure that we are healthy if we want to adequately lead others.  

 

Practice self-care by implementing fun activities that renew your outlook such as spending 

time in the Word, trying something new, scheduling "me time" into your calendar, going for 

a brisk walk, unplugging from technology for at least an hour, contemplating your blessings 

for seven minutes, and/or changing up your routine. 
 

 

http://www.hilton.com/doubletree
mailto:june.merwin@gmail.com
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What’s up in the Zones! 
 

The LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MADISON had a successful flower sale on May 8th 

the day before Mother's Day.  They sold out of everything by noon and made 

~$1750.  They gave 10% to NED MITES and the rest will be used for missions. 
 

    
BEAUTIFUL FLOWER PIECES – ALL SOLD           DOTTIE AND PASTOR 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
HILKE, CONNIE, VALJEAN, ROSE, GAIL, DOTTIE – PART OF THE CREW 

Thank you to Dr. June Rae Merwin, Mt Laurel Zone! 

WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR ZONE?    LET US KNOW!! 


