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                     July 2022 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org 
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     SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
               LWML-New England District 
               P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    4 

Brazilian - Portuguese Language Outreach—Messiah Lutheran 

Church, Lynnfield, MA (Received to date $468.32) See Page 5 $ 5,000 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

 

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2022-2024 is $75,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations 

payable to LWML-NED.  
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2022-2024 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $75,000 allocated as follows:   

         $48,750 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$18,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,500 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru June 30, 2022, is  

$14,258.95 = 19% of our Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT    
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 

 
Summer always brings back memories of so many wonderful family vacations.  I know for us, and 

I’m sure for you, too, our trips didn’t always go as we’d planned. There were trips plagued by bad 

weather, delayed, or canceled flights, car trouble, and illness.  These trips remind me of our 

journey through this life and the saying, “man proposes, but God disposes.” 

 

There are so many passages in Scripture that drive this point home to us.  The heart of man plans 

his way, but the Lord establishes his steps (Proverbs 16:9).  We need to make our plans seeking out 

the will of God.  Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established (Proverbs 16:3).  

Like the television show from the 50’s, “Father Knows Best”!  From the beginning, we should turn 

our plans over to the Lord, and He will direct us in the way that will bring blessing to us and glory 

to Him. And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 

called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28). 

 

Satan can so easily deceive us into thinking that we are the masters of our own destiny.  We act 

like a passenger on a plane who believes he can do a better job of flying the plane than the pilot, 

even though he has no training or experience. How foolish and arrogant for us to think that we 

control our own lives, as our entire lives are in the Lord’s hands. Come now, you who say, “Today 

or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a 

profit” – yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring.  What is your life?  For you are a mist that 

appears for a little time and then vanishes.  Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 

and do this or that (James 4:13-15). 

 

When we place our lives and our plans in the Lord’s hands, we free ourselves from the worry of 

this world and experience the true peace that only Christ can give.  We can trust that God’s ways 

are always good, holy, and righteous, knowing His ultimate plan is to have us spend eternity with 

Him. 

 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we submit our lives to His will and serve Him by serving others.  

We share our time, talents, and treasures, because as God’s children we desire what God desires, 

and that is for all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (1Timothy 2:4).  We 

gain strength for our service each day by spending time in the Word, in prayer, and in worship.   

 

Your generous sharing of the blessings God has given you has allowed us to fund our next two 

Mission Projects:  Project #3 – YWR and Junior Pastoral Counselor to the National LWML 

Convention ($2,000), and Mission Project #4 – Trinity Lutheran Preschool, Ashaway, Rhode Island 

($1,200).  Please join me in giving all thanks, praise, and glory to God!  Remember to keep all our 

NED and National Mission Grant recipients and their work in your prayers. 

 

Serving the Lord with gladness,  

 

Sharon P. Dever 

Sharon P. Dever 

LWML-NED President 
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A prayer for the People of Ukraine -  

 

Lord Jesus, we pray for all those affected by this 

invasion. We pray that the people of Ukraine 

find hope and strength through Your Word and 

remain strong in their faith. Grant us peace. In 

Your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

LWML-NED Calendar 
Date Start End  

Sep/17/2022 10:00 AM Tbd LWML-NED Zoom Board Meeting 

Nov/04/2022 7:00 PM 9:00 PM RETREAT - BE THOU MY VISION 

                         (In Such a Time as This) 
           DoubleTree Hotel at Bradley Airport 860-627-5171  

Nov/05/2022 8:00 AM 3:00 PM 

Jun/22-25/2023 Tbd Tbd  40th Biennial National Convention of the 

Lutheran Womens Missionary League, Milwaukee, WI 

 

 
 

 

 

 

EXCITING NEWS TO SHARE ! 

The Lord has led Deaconess Kim Slininger to accept the position of HUMAN CARE 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, and her appointment has been approved by the Executive 

Committee.  With all the mercy work that the Deaconess does, she's a perfect fit for this 

position and the Board.  I know that you all join me in welcoming her to serve the Lord 

with us through LWML-NED! 
Sharon Dever, President, LWML-NED  

MORE…  …from Sage Vieno 

Megan Hollrah from Immanuel, Danbury, CT, was one of the 3 young women zone 

representatives who attended the LWML-New England District convention in April. While there, 

she gave a report on her time as a YWR at the national convention in Lexington, KY in 2021.  She 

was also elected to be the VP of Communications for the LWML-NED for the next biennium.   

Megan shared a few thoughts about her time in Taunton, MA: 

IT WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE! THE SPEAKERS WERE INSPIRING, AND I LOVED MEETING EVERYONE!  

BLESSINGS, MEGAN 

Thank you to those able to assist Trinity Lutheran 

Church in West Roxbury, MA with their Vacation 

Bible School  outreach program beginning July 18th. 
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DISTRICT CONVENTION FEEDBACK:  
 

Submitted by:  Sharon Dever, President LWML-NED 
 

We received the following letter from David Fiala, LCMS Mission Advocate.  David was 

the Keynote Speaker and a Focus Forum leader at our convention in April. 
 

Dear Ladies of the New England District LWML, Christian Friends and Partners in Mission: 
 

Thank you! 
  

What a gift you are to the mission of the church.  Together, we are working to make the good 

news of Jesus known!  Your convention directed many resources to many good causes in your 

own back yards and around the globe.  And more than just sending your financial & material 

support you give encouragement and the very Gospel of Jesus.  As an “arm” of the LCMS, the 

LWML is great gift to the body.  And not just the national LWML of which you are a member, the 

societies and zones that together make up the New England District – you are a gift.  Of what are 

the societies and zones and district comprised?  Christian Ladies who care.  
  

This is who you are: Christian Ladies who care deeply about the mission of the church.  The 

mission to take “roadkill” and bring it to new life.  Only Jesus – who is the head of the church – can 

take something dead and make it alive.  Only Jesus can create faith in our hearts.  Only Jesus.  But 

Jesus chooses to utilize the gifts of the church to bless His mission.  True enough, these gifts are 

gifts that He gave to each of us who are part of the body of believers.  Gifts He gave us to be good 

stewards of.  Gifts He gave us after He raised each of us out of spiritual death through Water and 

The Spirit.  He transformed us from “roadkill” into His treasure. 
  

Thank you for stewarding your gifts toward His Mission.  Specifically, thank you for taking up a 

door offering at your convention and directing that offering to bless the Church’s Collective 

Response to the people being affected by the atrocities of the war in Ukraine.  We (the church) 

have compassion on those in need.  Just as Jesus cared about people in their bodies during the 

years of His earthly ministry – he healed the sick and lame AND raised the dead – He also cared 

about people in their spirit – He forgave sin!  He taught about the Kingdom of God. 
  

Your generosity to the People of Ukraine in partnership with the Church’s Response does the 

same two things.  1. It is providing much needed physical, bodily relief in the form of food, 

clothing, shelter, water, fuel, shoes, and the like and it is also providing; 2. Good News of the 

Gospel through the spoken Word of God, Divine Service, the Sacraments, and the Forgiveness of 

Sins which bring life and salvation. 
  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is BLESSED to have you as partners in the mission.  Thank 

you. 

Thank you for being a light in a dark and decadent world.  

Thank you for your Christian Care and Concern for your neighbors in Ukraine. 

  

Peace, 

David 
 

David A. Fiala 

LCMS Mission Advocate 
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LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant #4 
 

4  Brazilian - Portuguese Language Outreach—Messiah Lutheran Church,  

    Lynnfield, MA----$5,000 

 The purpose of this project is to help Messiah Lutheran Church share the Gospel with the 

Portuguese speaking population in their area. First generation Brazilian immigrants need 

resources for spiritual growth in their native language, and Messiah needs help in communicating 

with them. They currently have several families connected to the church that would benefit from 

Portuguese language resources, and they believe that if they 

can provide Bible Studies and fellowship opportunities in 

Portuguese that number will grow. This grant will provide 

Portuguese Bibles and catechisms, food and supplies to host 

fellowship gatherings, and a Portuguese speaking LCMS 

pastor to lead regular Bible Study in Portuguese over Zoom.  

 
 
With last month's mite collection, we can fully fund Project #3: YWR and Junior 

Pastoral Counselor to Convention and Project #4: Trinity Lutheran Preschool, 

Ashaway, RI!  We have $468.32 left for Project #5!  Please join in prayer today to THANK 

AND PRAISE GOD FOR HIS BLESSINGS and FOR MOVING THE HEARTS OF OUR WOMEN TO BOLDLY 

SHARE THEIR BLESSINGS SO OTHERS MAY SHARE IN HIS GREATEST BLESSING OF SALVATION.  

 
 

LWML National 2021-2023 Mission Grant #13  

Gospel Outreach to Women and Children in Mongolia 
Lutheran Hour Ministries — $100,000  PAID IN FULL 

About This Mission Grant 

Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) has an opportunity to expand its mission outreach of the 

Gospel to the Kazakh women and children in Mongolia, a non-Christian country. The 

Kazakh people are nominally Muslim, and the country of Mongolia is largely Buddhist 

with a less than one percent Christian population. Through widely accepted Women’s 

Listener groups, religious broadcasts, and Christian resources in the Kazakh language, 

family members and relatives will be impacted by the Gospel in their homes. LHM has the 

media expertise to ensure the Gospel message is brought to a region where the 

populations have not heard the Gospel. Christian resources are being distributed, 

including Bible studies and booklets translated into the Kazakh language, as well as into 

Mongolian, the main language of the region. 
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Church Worker Scholarships Available 
 

• The LWML-NED is currently accepting applications for the 

2022-2023 school year.  

• Any student who is a member of an LCMS-NED church, is 

attending an LCMS University or Seminary, and is intending to 

enter full time service to the LCMS as a pastor, teacher, 

deaconess, director of Christian education, etc. can apply.  

• The application can be found on our website, lwml-ned.org.  

• The deadline is August 1, 2022.  

 

 

The LCMS is looking for volunteers to provide VBS-type programming for missionary kids 

in the Latin America and Africa regions.  Volunteers will teach Bible stories and have fun 

with missionary kids while their parents are learning and growing in a separate 

continuing education session. 

✓ Dates:  August 1-6, 2022 (Dominican Republic) or October 20-24,200 (Tanzania).   

✓ Cost: $60-$100 plus airfare.   

✓ Responsibilities: Use provided curriculum to share the love of Jesus with 

missionary kids and teens in a fun environment.   

Why not form a team of volunteers with your LWML sisters! 

Go to LCMS Serve Now for other short term mission opportunities. 

 

On June 25th,  the LWML-NED Board approved a Short-Term Mission Scholarship 
of $400 each for Pastor David Riley and Eliza Riley for their upcoming mission trip 
to Poland.  They will be sharing the Good News with children as they assist with a 
Vacation Bible School program. 

 

UNIQUE IN-GATHERING REQUEST OR SERVANT ACTIVITY FOR SOCIETIES 

From Erin Mackenzie, who serves the Lord through LCMS as a missionary in the Latin America 

and Caribbean region, based in the Dominican Republic. She is regional volunteer coordinator. 

She is part of the team planning their region’s annual conference, held the first week in August. 

She writes: We always try and plan some special treats for each of the attendees to make them feel 

loved and appreciated – because they are. This year, we’re hoping to involve various LWML groups in 

collecting small items that will then be assembled into goodie bags for the women and children. Each 

group would collect either 35 of something for the women (i.e., a travel sized lotion, a small candle, a 

potholder, etc.) or 50 of something for the kids (i.e., a notepad, a small ball, stickers) and send to an 

address provided in PR by July 25; we’d take it from there.  

 

If interested, contact Leslie Colligan colliganl1@yahoo.com and she will forward the information. 
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Hi ladies 
Here are some LWML activities at the LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MADISON this spring. 

LCM LWML FLOWER, PLANT & BAKE SALE – May 7, 2022 

 

    

 


