
 

Page 1 of 6 
 

  

 

       

                         July 2023 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 For more news and information, visit  
 www.lwml-ned.org 
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     SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
               LWML-New England District 
               P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    8 

Hope for the Hopeless---LCMS Life Ministries, Office of 

National Mission, St. Louis, MO        ( Rec’d to date $4,324.23) 
$ 5,000 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2022-2024 is $75,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations 

payable to LWML-NED.  
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2022-2024 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $75,000 allocated as follows:   

         $48,750 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$18,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,500 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru June 30, 2023, is  

$44,806.50 = 59.7% of Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

 

 

 
  Water Lily 

 

 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT   
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 
 

Mountaintop experience, uplifting, faith enriching, and a true blessing. These are just a few of the 

words that I heard used to describe, “Celebrate the Lord of the Nations,” the LWML Convention 

held last month in Milwaukee, WI.  If you were not able to attend, I hope that you were able to 

experience it online. Remember, it’s not too late!  The sessions can still be found on the LWML 

website, lwml.org.   

 

The convention opened with worship and the proclaimer was the Rev. Dr. Dwayne Lueck, 

President of the LCMS North Wisconsin District.  He shared how we are all proclaimers tasked with 

shouting out the Good News of Christ and His redemptive work for us.  The keynote speaker, the 

Rev. Dr. Greg Seltz, Executive Director of the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty, called us to be 

faithful Esther’s for our time.  How fitting for us as we studied how God used Esther, for such a time 

as this (Esther 4:14b), at our last fall retreat!  

 

Bible study leader, Kaye Wolff, shared that “celebrate” means to praise, bless, exalt, magnify, 

thank, and adore.  Let us daily celebrate the free gift of salvation that Jesus won for us and proclaim 

the Good News with those the Lord brings into our lives.  We celebrate every day through our 

words, our service, and our mite offerings. 

 

At the convention, new officers were elected, including Eden Keefe from the Kansas District, as our 

new National President.  Please keep her and all our officers in your prayers.  As always, the most 

exciting news came in the announcement that the delegates had approved a Mission Goal of 

$2,350,000 and selected 31 Mission Grants to be funded.  Praise God! 

 

I want to thank Cindy Zattich, our Vice President of Organizational Resources, for her willingness to 

serve in my stead at the convention. She so wonderfully represented and led our District, and I am 

thankful that she was blessed by this service opportunity.  I also want to thank Stephanie Schultz for 

serving as our Young Woman Representative at the convention, and we look forward to hearing 

more about her experience.   

 

If you subscribe to Portals of Prayer or receive a copy at church, did you notice the familiar name in 

the July-September issue?  Our Senior Pastoral Counselor, the Rev. Ed Harkey, authored the 

devotions for August!  You still have time to pick one up! I know you will be blessed in reading his 

devotions each day.  Thank you, Pastor Harkey, for sharing your gifts not only with us, but with the 

Synod!  

 

Our Ingathering for our November retreat will again be for our four New England District Lutheran 

Schools: Immanuel, Bristol, CT; Immanuel, Danbury, CT; First, Holyoke, MA; and Trinity, Keene, 

NH.  The items needed include gift cards to Target/Walmart/Staples, boxes of tissues, sanitizing 

wipes, packages of construction paper, poster board, poster paint, 

colored highlighters, colored pencils, and crayons.  Plan ahead and be 

sure to take advantage of the “Back to School” sales next month! 
 

Serving the Lord with gladness,  

Sharon P. Dever  

Sharon P. Dever, LWML-NED President 

   
God Bless America 



 

Page 3 of 6 
 

 

LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant #8 

 

8 Hope for the Hopeless—LCMS Life Ministries, Office of National 

Mission, St. Louis, MO $5,000 
 

This grant will provide funding for curriculum and resources specifically developed to provide a 

Christian response to mental illness that includes an emphasis on the hope of the Gospel and 

sharing Christ with psychological sensitivity. Pastors, church workers, 

and lay leaders will have access to training to be equipped to share 

the hope that is found only in Jesus Christ with the people who are 

feeling hopeless and despairing of earthly life, to prevent the wish to 

die by suicide. Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the United 

States. In 2019, the last year for which statistics are available, 47,511 

Americans died by suicide and research estimates that more than 100 

million Americans may think about ending their lives by suicide. The 

pandemic has only increased the need for this outreach. 

 

WHAT’S GOING ON IN OUR DISTRICT  

The Lutheran Church of Madison, Ct 

They recently had a tag sale earning 

$3,000 for missions  - here are a 

couple of pics from Lutheran 

Church of Madison LWML.     

 

The team met for prayer and 

pictures before the sale began. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Our oldest member attended 

 - 98 years young Ellen Schmidt with daughter 

former Mt. Laurel President Sharon Schmidt. 
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40th Biennial LWML Convention 
 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has 

chosen as his heritage! The Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all the 

children of man (Psalm 33:12–13). 

 

NEW LWML National MISSION GOAL 2023-2025   
 

NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS 
 

President:          Eden Keefe 

                   Overland Park, Kansas  

Vice President of Organizational Resources: Arlene Naasz, LWML South Dakota District  

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries: Karol Selle, LWML North Wisconsin District  

Treasurer: Anita Werner, LWML Rocky Mountain District 

Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Mark Maas, LWML Wyoming District  

Nominating Committee: Olajumoke Odedele (Chairman) LWML New Jersey District, 

Deaconess Betty Knapp LWML North Wisconsin District, Laura Strattman LWML Central Illinois 

District, Melissa Vance LWML South Dakota District, Roxanne Pieper LWML Minnesota South 

District 

LWML Board of Directors Appointed Officers:   

Strategic Plan Facilitator: Cheryl Mattil, LWML Texas District 

Meeting Manager: Leslie Colligan, LWML New England District 

Public Relations Director: Debbie Yocky, LWML Rocky Mountain District 
 

Mission Grants “CELEBRATE THE LORD OF THE NATIONS”  

 In 1942, women from 15 districts met in Chicago and the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League (LWML) was formed. The purpose of LWML was to develop greater mission 

consciousness among women through missionary education, missionary inspiration, and 

missionary service. All mission gifts (mites) collected locally would be designated as 25% for 

national projects and 75% for district projects. The first national mission grant of $15,000 was given 

to Christ the Chapel for the Deaf in Cleveland, Ohio (1943–1945 biennium).  
 During the next 80 years, available dollars for grants steadily grew and the number of 

grants supported increased. For the 2023–2025 biennium, 31 mission grants were selected by 

the delegates with a mission goal of $2,350,000. Over the years, mite offerings supported 

approximately 460 mission grants in 83 countries. These grants supported:  

▶ Ministry to the blind, deaf, and mentally handicapped.  

▶ Ministry to Hispanic, Native Americans, and other ethnic groups within United States.  

▶ Ministry to children, college students, and women.  

▶ Ministry overseas, including direct missionary support, leadership training, church buildings, 

and improved quality of life for missionaries.  

▶ Ministry providing translations of the Bible, catechism, and Bible stories for training and teaching.  

 

WE PRAISE GOD FOR THE GIFTS GIVEN AND REJOICE KNOWING THAT THE MESSAGE OF 

SALVATION RESOUNDS THROUGH THE NATIONS. 

 

“WE WILL BE PURPOSEFUL AND PURPOSE-FILLED AS WE 

JOYFULLY PROCLAIM CHRIST, SUPPORT MISSIONS, AND 

HONOR GOD BY SERVING OTHERS.”  -Eden Keefe 

$2,350,000 
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Women of New England at the  

17TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION  

    in Laramie, Wyoming 

August 8-11, 1977 

Convention Theme:  “Lift Thine Eyes” 

LWML President:  Helen Morris 

   
LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

1977 

NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT 

------ Emma 

Telke 

Martha 

Morse 

Carol  

Sokofski 

------ 

Edna 

Pacht 

Wilma 

Pacht 

Donna 

Reuning 

Ruth 

Sokofski 

Emma 

Rutkauskas 

Mary 

Mitchell 

Wilma 

Schneider 

Mildred 

Emmons 

Emily 

Samplatsky 

Miriam 

Reed 
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The 41st Biennial LWML Convention will be: 

 
 

 

              Check your calendar!  

        LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS 
 

Date Location Function Other Info 
    

09/16/2023 

  10:00 AM 

Zoom Meeting District Board Meeting Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

11/3-4/2023 DoubleTree Hotel, 

Bradley Airport 

2023 LWML-NED RETREAT 

“Blessed in Christ: Unpacking the 

Riches of Ephesians” Bible Study 

led by the Rev. William Weedon 

 

Questions:  

Christina Anop at 

email: christianlife@lwml-

ned.org 

Publicity can be found on our 

website LWML-NED.org under 

Retreat 

02/2024 Tbd District Board Meeting Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

04/26-27/2024 Trumbull Marriott, 

Trumbull, CT 

2024 LWML-NED Convention 

Theme:  “Songs in the Night”  

Where is God my Maker, who 

gives songs in the night  

(Job 35:10) 

We look forward to spending 

time together in song, 

worship, Bible Study, 

devotions, fellowship, and 

conducting the business 

needed to continue to do 

God’s work. 

06/26-30/2025 Omaha, Nebraska 41st Biennial LWML Convention Hosting Districts – LWML 

Nebraska North and LWML 

Nebraska South 
 

The saints on earth and those above 

But one communion make; 

Joined to their Lord in bonds of love, 

All of His grace partake. 

 

 
Summertime favorites 
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