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                     July 2021 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org 
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   SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
 LWML-New England District 
 P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 
 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    5b 

Feed My Faith, First Lutheran Church and School, Holyoke, MA   

A monthly evening Chapel service for First Lutheran School families and 

congregational members followed by a light meal and fellowship. The grant will be 

to pay for food for the meals. (Received to date $ 859.32) 

$ 1,000 

 
 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML.  

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

 

Mission Goal for 2020-2022 is 
$71,000 

 

Please continue to save and remit your  
Mite donations.  

Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 
Christ locally, nationally, and internationally and 

continues even during COVID-19. 
 

2020-2022 LWML-NED MISSION GRANT  

Mission Goal $71,000 allocated as follows:   

         $46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$17,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,100 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

 

Total Mite Money thru June 30, 2021 is $30,091.36 

...42 % of Goal 

 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT    

Dear Sisters in Mission: 
 

How’s your race going?  Are you looking to Jesus as you run?  If you attended the 39th annual 

LWML convention last month in Lexington or watched from home, you heard these questions 

asked and you heard the Word of God so powerfully proclaimed through the theme verse: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God 

(Hebrews 12:1-2).  There are so many wonderful highlights to a national convention but hearing 

the Word each day and hearing the mission speakers share the impact the preached Word is 

having throughout the world, must top the list! If you did not have the opportunity to attend or 

watch the livestream, the sessions are still available on the LWML website (lwml.org).    

 

In her keynote address to the convention, LWML Past President Linda Reiser described being at a 

national convention as a mountaintop experience.  It is easy while there to focus on Jesus as you 

are fed by the Word and partake in His Sacrament, but as she also related, we don’t live on the 

mountaintop, we live in the valley.  With our eyes fixed on Jesus, we can run our race in the valley 

with joy, despite the trials, and serve our neighbor by sharing the Gospel and supporting 

missions. 

 

I want to thank Dr. June Merwin, our Vice President of Christian Life, for her willingness to serve 

in my stead at the convention.  She so ably represented our District, and I cannot thank her 

enough for her service.  I know she was blessed by the experience.   Did you see the beautiful 

LWML-NED banner that June carried in the banner procession?  I want to thank Jennifer Gierke for 

sharing her talents and designing, making, and transporting our banner to Lexington.   You can 

see her exceptional handiwork in this PIO.  In addition, thank you to Megan Hollrah for attending 

and serving as our Young Woman Representative.  We look forward to hearing about her 

experience at our convention next year. 

 

I am also pleased to share the exciting news that for the first time the New England District had a 

Mission Grant selected at a National LWML convention.  Deaconess Kim Slininger from Hope 

Lutheran Church in Bangor, Maine, submitted the grant for, "Healing the Invisible Wounds of War 

through Horses: Spirit Warrior," for $95,000.  We offer our thanks and praise to God that it was His 

will that this mission be funded.  Deaconess Slininger's mission efforts resonated with the 

delegates as the grant received the second highest number of votes. 

 

I have more exciting Mission news!  We thank and praise God that we have been able to fully fund 

our Mission Project 5a: Concordia Theological Seminary Co-Op for $2,500.  What a blessing your 

gifts will be to our future pastors and their families!  In addition, we have already received $859.32 

of the $1,000 needed to fund Mission Project 5b: Feed My Faith, First Lutheran Church and School 

in Holyoke, MA.  Stay tuned next month for more awesome Mission Project news!  

 

Looking for an opportunity to be in the Word and to be with your LWML sisters in New England? 

Plan to attend our annual retreat this fall.  Dr. June Merwin, VP of Christian Life, and her retreat 

committee have a wonderful program planned to include Donna Snow as our Bible study leader.  

You don’t want to miss it! 
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As God has marked out our race in this life, He calls us to serve one another and follow His 

example.  As LWML women in mission, we serve our neighbor through our mite offerings.  Help 

us reach our goal and fund our Mission Projects!  
 

Serving the Lord with gladness, 
 

Sharon P. Dever 

Sharon P. Dever 

LWML-NED President 

 

 

CHURCH WORKER SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
Guidelines & Application online at lwml-ned.org 

Deadline:  August 1, 2021 

Share with your congregation's students! 

 

MISSION GRANT PROPOSALS FOR 2022-2024 
Criteria & Application online at lwml-ned.org 

Deadline:  September 30, 2021 

Apply today for a church, school, or preschool project! 

 
 

LWML-NED Current Mission Project 
 

Feed My Faith,  

First Lutheran Church and School, Holyoke, MA   $1,000 

 
A monthly evening Chapel service for First 

Lutheran School families and congregational 

members followed by a light meal and 

fellowship. This is a special time of the week 

for all as we gather to sing songs, hear 

scripture, and enjoy a hands-on Bible 

message, all to the glory of God. Pastor 

Bessette loves this time of the week.   

The grant will be to pay for food for the meals. 

 

  

         Bible Study Group 

 

http://lwml-ned.org/
http://lwml-ned.org/
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LWML NATIONAL 2021-2023 Mission Project  
Grant #1 - BEGINNING OF THE NEW BIENNIUM Mission Grants 

Deaconess Ministry Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 

 Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch — $81,680 

Matthew 25:40 assures us that whenever we 

serve the “least of these brothers and sisters” of 

Christ, we are serving the Lord. The healing 

ministry of the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 

creates an eternal, life-giving impact in the 

lives of children ages 10–18 who face 

unimaginable abuse, neglect, and trauma — 

truly “the least of these.” 

This is especially true for female children who 

have been victimized by male figures, resulting 

in trust-related issues that are hopelessly 

difficult for a child to bridge. The specialized 

ministry of a deaconess bridges this gap with 

the transformational care of Christ, helping 

both young girls and boys. 

 

 

A Messsage from Christina Anop 
 

DEAR LWML SISTERS…. 

 

JUST A NOTE TO GET YOU ALL THINKING ABOUT RETREAT.    

IT WILL BE HERE BEFORE YOU KNOW IT… 

THE CRAFT TABLE WAS A GREAT SUCCESS AT OUR LAST RETREAT,  

AND I HOPE WE CAN DO EVEN BETTER THIS YEAR SO, GET YOUR. 

CRAFTY MINDS THINKING.  HOME MADE CANDIES ARE ALSO WELCOME! 

 

I AM ALSO ASKING EACH ZONE TO MAKE A BASKET FOR THE SILENT AUCTIONS. 

PLEASE CHOOSE A THEME AND LET ME KNOW (Christina Anop jmansgram@aol.com) 

WHAT YOU HAVE DECIDED SO THAT WE DON’T HAVE ANY DUPLICATES AND A NICE 

VARIETY. 

 

SEE EVERYONE IN NOVEMBER. 

BLESSINGS,  CHRISTINA ANOP 

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch's Deaconess Kelly Bristow 
making the Bible come alive for children during an 
outdoor chapel service on the Ranch's Minot Campus. 

 

 

mailto:jmansgram@aol.com
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Convention in Lexington, Kentucky 

LWML 39TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) welcomed 3,310 people to the LWML Convention in 

Lexington, Kentucky, June 24–27, 2021, under the theme “Running the Race … Looking to Jesus.” The 

convention theme was based on Hebrews 12:1–2. The voting body for the 39th Biennial Convention of the 

LWML adopted a $2,150,000 mission goal for the 2021–2023 biennium. This goal, by the grace of 

God, will fund 28 mission grants as women and men respond in prayer and offerings during the next two 

years. LWML chose to support the following mission grants, pledging their support with prayers and mites 

(offerings) given over the next biennium: 

1.  Deaconess Ministry Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch — Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, $81,680  

2.  Healing the Invisible Wounds of War through Horses — Spirit Warrior, Central Maine, $95,000  

3.  Thirst to Learn: Bible Books for Africa’s Children — Lutheran Heritage Foundation, $100,000  

4.  Making the Next Generation of Disciples for Life — LCMS Life Ministry, $92,000  

5.  Helping Hands for Lutheran Deaf Outreach — Lutheran Deaf Outreach, $50,000  

6.  Hope of Christ for Cancer Patients — Phil’s Friends, $70,000  

7.  Training Pastors to Serve the Church in Russia - Lutheran Theological Seminary, Novosibirsk, Siberia, 

$100,000 

8.  Light of Christ in Eastern Europe — Mission Central, $56,000  

9.  Propelling the Gospel — LAMP Ministry, Inc., $65,000  

10.  Educating Pastors in Africa — Mission Central, $100,000  

11.  Redeeming Life Maternity Home, Illinois Expansion — Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries, $100,000  

12.  Mercy Medical Care for Tanzania — Mwadui Lutheran School and Community, $68,182  

13.  Gospel Outreach to Women and Children in Mongolia — Lutheran Hour Ministries, $100,000  

14.  Caring for and Sharing Christ with Hurting People — Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, $100,000  

15.  The Littlest and Least of These, Dallas, Texas — St. Paul Lutheran Church and Christian Academy, 

$42,000  

16.  Bring the Inner-City Children to Camp — Lutheran Valley Retreat, Colorado, $25,000  

17.  Spiritual and Physical Food for Children of Peru — La Mision Luterana del Peru, $56,750  

18.  “Ends of Earth” Scholarships — Mission Opportunities Short Term (MOST) Ministries, $50,000  

19.  Sharing Jesus’ Love in India — Lutheran Braille Workers, $100,000  

20.  Mission & Outreach to the Least of These — Victory Lutheran Church, K. I. Sawyer Community, $51,356  

21.  Mercy House Belize Lutheran Campus — Belize Mission Society, $100,000  

22.  Ministry Vehicle Fund, Ethiopia, and Sierra Leone — Lutheran Bible Translators, $70,000  

23.  Showing God’s Love in the International District, Albuquerque, New Mexico - God Cares About You 

Mission, $98,000  

24.  Reaching the Homebound with God’s Word - Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. (DBA Worship Anew), 

$100,000 

25.  Missionaries to America Project — Mission Nation Publishing, $88,000  

26.  Strengthening the Lutheran Mission to Kuna, Idaho — Friendship Celebration Lutheran Church, 

$100,000  

27.  Expanding God’s Love in Uganda — LCMS Office of International Mission, Africa Region, $92,000  

28.  Christ-Centered Materials for Hmong Language School and Outreach - St. Paul Hmong Outreach 

Ministries, $70,364 
 

Voting Body Elects New Leaders  

Vice President of Christian Life: Susan Brunkow, Kansas District 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach: Karen Morrison, Kansas District 

Vice President of Communication: Kathy Pavelock, Eastern District    

Recording Secretary: Brenda Piester, Kansas District 

Jr Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Gary Piepkorn, Rocky Mountain District 

Nominating Committee: Kaye Wolff from the Michigan District, Chair, Lois Teinert from the Texas District, 

Janis McDaniels from the Carolinas District, Lisa Asmus from the South Dakota District, Melissa Salomón 

from the Pacific Southwest District, committee members. 
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This Banner represented the New England District at the 

39th Biennial Convention June 2021. 

NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT – RUNNING THE RACE – LOOKING TO JESUS 

The banner was designed and created by Jennifer Gierke, 

the Editor of our BEACON Newsletter.  We thank her for 

this beautiful depiction of the Convention theme and our 

New England District. 

The banner was carried in the District Procession by  

Dr. June Merwin (in place of Sharon Dever). 

                 MORE CONVENTION INFORMATION! 
Offerings Received 
• Convention Offering #1 — LWML Mission Goal 2021–2023: $43,494.15 
• Convention Offering #2 — King’s Community Outreach in Fort Wayne, Indiana: $27,434.02 
• Convention Offering #3 — Gifts for All God’s Children’s Connecting Kids to Christ Center, in Detroit, MI: $28,206.66 
• Convention Offering #4 — POBLO International Ministries in Clinton Township, Michigan: $27,079.61 

Gifts From The Heart - Gifts from the Heart are donations of gift cards and specific items 
---Assurance for Life Ministry: $1,252 ---MOST Ministries: $940, plus donations of used eyeglasses  
---Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri: $1,870 ---Unspecified Gifts: $1,930 
---Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne, Indiana: $1,495  

Mission Pledge Walk - In Lexington, nearly 1,100 individuals took part. 
• Contributions raised totaled $96,232.92. A mission pledge walk was held to support the new $2,150,000 mission goal. 

Tee Up for Mites Golf Outing - There were 69 golfers, comprising 18 teams, sponsored by the 

Lutheran Federal Credit Union. The funds raised totaled $30,710.00 in gross receipts. 

                                       

2021, November 5-6 LWML-New England District RETREAT  
Friday 7:00 PM through Saturday 3:00 PM  -  PUBLICITY on website! 

                  “BE THOU MY VISION (In Such a Time as This)” 
Bible Study with Donna Snow Pyle. Plus, a presentation from many supported Missions. 

Double Tree Hotel at Bradley Airport 860-627-5171 www.hilton.com/doubletree   

At website LWML-NED.org [Retreat] find Easy HOTEL Registration link. 

Questions: Call: June Merwin 860-581-0379; Email: june.merwin@gmail.com 

 

2022, April 29-30 LWML-New England District Convention 

“Let there be Light” Genesis 1:3 

• Hosted by Eastern Zone; located at Holiday Inn, Taunton, MA  508-823-0430 

• Every society can send 2 delegates to vote for Mission Goal and Projects. 

  

 

(Hebrews 12:1-2)

 39th Biennial Convention! 
 

 

TIME TO MAKE YOUR 

RESERVATION! 

http://www.hilton.com/doubletree
mailto:june.merwin@gmail.com
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What’s up in the Zones!  
 

The LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MADISON had a successful tag sale on June 12th. 

Profit was $2,352.  They gave 10% to NED MITES and the rest for missions. 
 

 

Back:  Gail, Rosemarie, Jean, Mary, Sharon, Rose. Front: Valjean, Marcia, Hilke, Dottie, June, Barb 

 

  

                           The bake sale ladies: Valjean and Rosemarie              Mary 

 
 

What great use of our cool Church basements in the hot weather. 

 

What is going on in your Society?  Are you working on “Fall Sale Days”? 

If the workers do not mind sharing what they are up to – take a picture and 

send by email with an explanation to cgmilke@aol.com.  Sometimes it will 

help others.   
 

mailto:cgmilke@aol.com

