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                  January 2022 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org 
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     SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
               LWML-New England District 
               P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 

This is the Grant we are currently working on: 
Grant 

    11 

Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate Students, St. Louis, MO 
International students often don’t have enough resources to fund their advanced 

degrees. When they have graduated, these students will become seminary professors 

and church leaders in their own country. In these positions they will have 

considerable impacts that will reach into the future spreading the Gospel. 

(Amount received to date:  $885.97) 

$ 3,000 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU CONTINUE TO FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

 

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 
2020-2022 is $71,000 

 

Please continue to save and remit your  
Mite donations payable to LWML-NED.  

Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 
Christ locally, nationally, and internationally and 

continues even during COVID-19. 
 

2020-2022 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

Mission Goal $71,000 allocated as follows:   

         $46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$17,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,100 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

 

Total Mite Money thru December 31, 2021, is  

$64,747.65…91% of Goal 

 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://ninadavis.me/2010/12/16/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT    
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 

 
A blessed New Year to you all!  

 

I am excited to be able to share that thanks to your generous giving to mites last month, we have been able 

to fund Mission Project #10: Prodigal Ministry of the New England District. This grant will help the LCMS-

NED in their outreach to those who were raised in the Christian faith but have since left it.  We pray for this 

ministry effort that it would bring many back to Christ. 

 

We currently have collected $64,747.65 of the $71,000 needed to fund all our Mission Projects.  That means 

we need just $6,252.35 by March 31, 2022, to reach our goal! We currently have $885.97 of the $3,000 

needed to fund our next Project that will enable international students to attend Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis.  And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name (1Chronicles 29:13). 

 

I would like to share with you this month a wonderful story of your mite offerings at work.  Sue Lastowski, 

our Treasurer, shared with me that last month she received a phone call from Gary Thies of Mission Central 

in Iowa, one of our recent mission grant recipients.  Mr. Thies relayed to Sue that God had called a young 

pastor and his wife to serve Him in Uruguay.  They had just finished their missionary training course at 

Mission Central, but they did not have the necessary funding to travel to the mission field.  Gary shared with 

Sue how he prayed with them and assured them that God would send them what they needed at just the 

right time. Can you guess what happened then? The next day, Gary opened the mail to find Sue’s letter and 

our $3,500 check, enough money to fund their trip to Uruguay.   

 

Gary Thies later wrote in a thank you letter to us, “Sue, what a joy it was to visit with you on the phone and to 

see how the Lord is truly calling your LWML to provide a special gift of love ‘AT JUST THE RIGHT TIME.’  

Yes, your gift came to help send Pastor Philip and Rachel Jaseph on their journey to Uruguay, a land of great 

darkness.  We are praying and praying for them that others will be raised up and pray for and support this 

young couple…I am so happy that the Lord used your gift at just the right time.  I know you will share this 

message with all your LWML people.  It’s the greatest thing that you could have done.  I am so grateful for 

this gift of love, and I can’t put words together to thank you enough.” 

 

We are thankful that Gary Thies reached out to Sue with this story of how God is using our mite offerings to 

bless others. We give all thanks and glory to God that in His infinite wisdom He used our giving here in New 

England to send His servants to the mission field of Uruguay.  We don’t always receive such a detailed 

response to our giving, but we can always be assured that God is using our gifts where and when He wills 

and at just the right time! 

 

Please pray for Pastor & Deaconess Jaseph as they begin their service to the people of Uruguay.  You can 

find more information about them and help support their mission work on the LCMS website (lcms.org).   

 

As we have now turned the calendar page to 2022, we look forward to being able to gather in convention in 

April 2022 under the theme, “Let There Be Light.”  See the convention page in this issue and the website for 

more information.  

 

Serving the Lord with gladness,  

 

Sharon P. Dever 

Sharon P. Dever 

LWML-NED President 
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“I Am Not Alone” 

As Christmas celebrations slow down and friends and family return home, we may feel all 

alone at times. However, God is always with us. Isaiah 41:10 says, So do not fear, for I am with 

you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you 

with my righteous right hand. 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, serving others keeps us from being alone. Visiting the shut-

ins of your church; calling an LWML member you have not seen for a while and inviting her 

to lunch; sharing your time with a young mom by caring for her children (you will never feel 

alone with children around); or offering your service at the church office — all opportunities 

to counter loneliness.  

The best way —pick up your Bible and spend time in God’s Word. He promises to be with you. 

You may be by yourself, but you are never alone.  

 Pam Kercher, President, LWML Montana District 
 

 

Are you interested in 2-Minute Tuesday messages, go to www.LWML.org and search for 

“2-Minute Tuesday sign up”; select a message/open and at the bottom of the page select 

Sign up to receive 2 Minute Tuesdays by email; fill out the form and submit.  

http://www.lwml.org/
https://www.lwml.org/stayintouch
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LWML-NED Calendar 
Date Start End  

Feb 12, 2022 10:00 AM 1:00 PM LWML Board of Directors ZOOM Meeting 

Apr/29/2022 1:00 PM 9:00 PM LWML-New England District Convention 

“Let there be Light” Genesis 1:3 

--Hosted by Eastern Zone; at Clarion Hotel, Taunton, MA 508-823-0430 

--Every society can send 2 delegates to vote for Mission  

   Goal and Projects. 

Apr/30/2022 8:00 AM 3:00 PM 

Nov/04/2022 7:00 PM 9:00 PM RETREAT - BE THOU MY VISION (In Such a Time as This) 

           Double Tree Hotel at Bradley Airport 860-627-5171  Nov/05/2022 8:00 AM 

 

3:00 PM 

          Lutheran Hour Float  
Under theme of “Dream. Believe. Achieve.”, the 
2022 Tournament of Roses Parade took place on 
New Year’s Day in Pasadena, California. The 
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) float entry, “Jesus 
Teaches,” is the only Christian float in the parade, 
carrying on its mission of providing a Gospel witness 
to viewers everywhere.  National LWML President, 
Debbie Larson was also on the float. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

HELP SPREAD THE WORD TO YOUNG WOMEN IN NEW ENGLAND 

Be on the lookout      for Young Ladies who would be blessed by serving as Zone 

Representatives to the District Convention in Taunton, MA, April 29-30, 2022. 
 

Do you know a young woman (preferably 22-35 years of age) who is a member of the 

LCMS and has a deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ? A daughter? 

Granddaughter? Niece? Friend? Maybe even you? If so, she could represent your zone as 

a Young Woman Representative (YWR) at the LWML-NED District Convention. 

  

Each of the 5 zones will be able to send one YWR to the convention in April (with costs 

covered by the district). She will be asked to participate in all parts of the convention and 

any YWR planned activities. This is a wonderful opportunity for any young woman who 

has a desire to make a difference and serve in a sincere and dedicated manner.  

Enthusiasm to learn and be involved is a must! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT SAGE VEINO, YWR COMMITTEE,  

AT youngwomencommittee@lwml-ned.org. 

FOR PUBLICITY FLYER AND APPLICATION: http://lwml-ned.org/special-focus/  

            PAPERWORK SHOULD BE RETURNED BY MARCH 15, 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:youngwomencommittee@lwml-ned.org
http://lwml-ned.org/special-focus/
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

2022 NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT CONVENTION 

                           “Let there be light.” Genesis 1:3 

April 29 – 30, 2022 

 

• At CLARION HOTEL, 700 Myles Standish BLVD, Taunton, MA 02780  

• Convention begins Friday 1:00 pm and ends Saturday at 3:00 pm  

The Convention Registration Form can be found on  

LWML-NED.org (HOME/CONVENTION – Form at bottom of page) 

Full Registration: $125 (Includes Friday Dinner and Saturday 

Breakfast and Lunch) 

One Day Registration:  $75 (Includes Friday Dinner -OR- 

Saturday breakfast & lunch) 

Registration must be received no later than April 20, 2022. 

(Meals will not be guaranteed after April 20, 2022.)  

Registrations are non-refundable after April 20, 2022. 

HOTEL reservations should be made directly with the hotel 

(508)823-0430 and Mention “booking is for LWML Convention” 

and receive the special rate of $129 per room (For up to 4 people)! 

The Room rate will not be guaranteed after April 3, 2022. 

 

SEND REGISTRATION FORM AND CHECK (payable to LWML‐NED) TO:  

CAROL HOLDERNESS, 194 Buckminster Road, Brookline, MA 02445 

CONVENTION GOAL:  We will focus on reflecting His Light, For God, who 
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
     2 Corinthians 4:6 

 

 

CONVENTION IN-GATHERING for “Gifts from the Heart” Recipient:  

Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center, Gbarnga, Liberia 

These students struggle to afford black shoes for their school uniforms and the shoes that 

are available last less than a month because they’re so poorly made. We could use new or 

gently worn boys black dress shoes for and black flats for girls, not ornate, (ages 3 to 16).   
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LWML-NED Current Mission Project 
 

Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate Students,  

St. Louis, MO          $3,000 
 
International students often don’t have enough resources to fund their advanced degrees. When 

they have graduated, these students will become seminary professors and church leaders in their 

own country. In these positions they will have considerable impacts that will reach into the future 

spreading the Gospel. 

 

LWML National 2021-2023 Mission Grant #7  

 

Training Pastors to Serve the Church in Russia 

Lutheran Theological Seminary, Novosibirsk, Siberia — $100,000 

About This Mission Grant 

Through the efforts of the Siberian Evangelical 

Lutheran Church and the pastoral training 

provided by the Lutheran Theological Seminary 

in Novosibirsk, Siberia, the Word, and 

Sacraments are again making their way to the 

long-repressed Russian people. With this grant, 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League will 

partner in training pastors and deaconesses and 

in helping the seminary continue its efforts to 

restore the Lutheran Church in Russia. The 

Novosibirsk seminary’s goal is to prepare 

workers to spread the true Word of God to the 

Russian people. This grant will fund some of the 

operational expenses of the seminary and allow 

it to continue providing a solid theological education to those seeking to serve as pastors and 

deaconesses within the Siberian Lutheran Church.  

The laying on of hands is perhaps the defining 

moment in the ordination of a new pastor. In 

December 2018, Siberian Lutheran Bishop, 

Vsevolod Lytkin, ordained Deacon Vitaly 

Smirnov as a new priest at the Parish of Saint 

Andrew in Novosibirsk. (In Russia, pastors are 

often referred to as svyaschennike, which is 

translated into English as priests.) The Bishop 

called the occasion a "Christmas gift from God 

to the Lutherans in Siberia." Rev. Dr. Alexey 

Streltsov, rector of Lutheran Theological 

Seminary in Novosibirsk, (left in the photo 

above) called the newly ordained Fr. Vitaly a 

man of integrity and a very good and committed 

Lutheran student of theology, who got to know 

really well the treasures of the Gospel as they 

were presented in the Scripture and the 

Lutheran confessions." 
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Mid-Valley Zone:  Trinity Lutheran Church, Terryville, CT 

Our "Soup-er" Christmas Bazaar, Saturday, December 4th. 

We nicknamed our bazaar "Soup-er" because we wanted to put 

the emphasis on our homemade soups.  Our local newspaper 

printed our notice FIVE times, which is unheard of, each time 

using "Soup-er" in a 

different way and the day 

of, their photographer 

showed up!   

We made homemade 

soups to go in 16 oz. 

containers and handed 

out two per person FREE. 

(78 in 2 hours).  People 

were shocked at our 

generosity of 

FREE soups and 

in most cases 

donated.  There 

was no pressure to donate.  In fact, we did not publicize 

ahead of time that the soups were going to be free.  We 

were blessed with a steady stream of buyers that 

wanted to stay and mingle after their purchases!  Our 

free soup was bagged with our church info card and a 

mustard seed.  

 
 

“Serving the Lord with Gladness” 
 

Mt. Laurel Zone - Lutheran Church of Madison, Ct 
The LWML held their Christmas Craft Fair 

November 13th and are delighted and thankful for 

such a successful day - over $6,500.  They always 

give 10% to NED LWML Mites so they took a leap of 

faith and gave their donation in October to help 

meet the Mites challenge.  Here is a picture of the 

group who worked at the fair. 
Front row:  June Merwin; Jessica Kunstman; Bev Cuseo; 

Dottie Simonides; Jan Sherwonit; Barb Rotermund 

Middle row:  Connie Dykstra; Hilke Schirmer;  

Jean Johnson; Marge Roxbrough; Rosemarie Tanner  

Back Row: Marcia Rebman; Dorcas Comstock; Mary Young; Sharon Schmidt; Gail Grossman; 

Marianne DeMartino; Beth Schwab and Rose Maco 

  

What’s going on in the ZONES! 

Grace Ayers, 12, of Terryville, sells 

decorative sprays with the youth group of 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church during the 

Christmas Bazaar in Terryville. 

 

Linda Arbesman, right, of Bristol, 

and Kathy Wollenberg of 

Terryville sell cookies Saturday 

during the Ladies of Holy Trinity 

Christmas Bazaar. 

Lori Giblin of Terryville 

serves up the soup at the 

Christmas Bazaar.  
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LWML-NED Proposed Bylaws Amendments  

for April 2022 Convention 
 

 

At our Convention in April this year, the Board of Directors is proposing a number of bylaw 

amendments to the convention body.  Our bylaws require that the proposed amendments be 

shared in an LWML-NED publication three months prior to the convention so they are being 

included in this issue of the PIO below.   

The main reasons for the proposed changes are to:  update our bylaws with changes made by the 

National LWML, clarify who can serve as a Pastoral Counselor, and update outdated 

requirements or terms. 
 

 

ARTICLE VII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Section 1 

Current text:  strike Board of Directors and insert Presidents Assembly 

Rationale:  To conform to current LWML structure. 

If adopted, will read: 

Section l 

The President shall: 

f.  represent the district at LWML Presidents Assembly meetings and conventions; 

 

 

ARTICLE VII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Section 4 

Current text:  the Mission Grants Department; 

Proposed amendment:  strike the Mission Grants Department; and insert Gospel Outreach Department; 

Rationale:  Update department title. 

If adopted, will read: 

Section 4 

The Vice President of Gospel Outreach: 

a. may perform the duties of the office of the LWML-NED President in the absence of, or at the request of, 

the President; 

b. shall be coordinator of Gospel Outreach Department; 

 

 

ARTICLE V – CONVENTIONS AND REPRESENTATION, Section 2 

 

Current text:  Board of Directors; but no 

 

Proposed amendments:  strike Board of Directors and insert Presidents Assembly; strike but no and insert and 

 

Rationale:  To conform to current LWML structure and give alternate voting privileges. 

 

If adopted, will read: 

Section 2 

LWML conventions are held biennially in the odd-numbered years, according to the LWML Bylaws.  The 

LWML-NED President shall attend as a voting member of the LWML Presidents Assembly; any elected LWML-

NED officer may attend in her place, as an alternate and have voice and vote. 
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LWML-NED Proposed Bylaws Amendments  

for April 2022 Convention                       (Continued) 
 

 

ARTICLE X – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Section 2 

Current text:  In case of emergency, 

Proposed amendment:  strike In case of emergency, 

Rationale:  To allow the Executive Committee to vote via email when the need arises and to conform with 

current LWML structure. 

 

If adopted, will read: 

Section 2 

a. The Executive Committee shall meet at the call of the President.  The Executive Committee may take 

action by telephone, mail, or electronic messaging. 

 

ARTICLE XI – BOARD OF DIRECTORS, Section 2 

Current text:  In case of emergency, 

Proposed amendment:  strike In case of emergency, 

Rationale:  To allow the Board of Directors to vote via email when the need arises. 

If adopted, will read: 

Section 2 

c.  Action may be taken by telephone, mail, or electronic messaging. 

 

ARTICLE XV – GRANT PROPOSALS AND GRANTS, Section 2 

Current text:  Board of Directors 

Proposed amendment:  strike Board of Directors and insert Offices 

Rationale:  This is the title used by the LCMS and to conform with current LWML structure. 

If adopted, will read: 

Section 2 

The LWML-NED convention shall approve grants from a multiple list submitted by the Executive Committee 

after approval by the Offices of the LCMS-NED. 

 

 

ARTICLE XV – GRANT PROPOSALS AND GRANTS, Section 4 

Current text:  Eight (8) copies of 

Proposed amendment:  Strike Eight (8) copies of 

Rationale:  Outdated requirement. 

If adopted, will read: 

Section 4 

Miscellaneous memorials, recommendations, resolutions, and appeals may be submitted for consideration to a 

LWML-NED convention by individuals, societies, or zones.  Such recommendations and resolutions shall be 

sent to the LWML-NED President at least three (3) months prior to convention. 
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LWML-NED Proposed Bylaws Amendments  

for April 2022 Convention               (Continued) 
 

 

ARTICLE IV – DISTRICT ORGANIZATION, Section 3 

Current text:  Quarterly chairman, 

Proposed amendment:  strike Quarterly chairman, and insert News Circulation Manager, 

Rationale:  Update title. 

If adopted, will read: 

Section 3 

The organizations of the zones shall: 

a. Be encouraged to order the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly and LWML-NED publication (Beacon) from 

the News Circulation Manager, and Mite Boxes from the LWML-NED Treasurer for distribution to their 

members. 

 

ARTICLE XII – PASTORAL COUNSELORS, Section 1 

Current text:  d.  A Pastoral Counselor will be ineligible for re-election. 

Proposed amendment:  strike ineligible and insert eligible 

Rationale:  “eligible for re-election” could be a way to relax our rules in a small district. 

If adopted, will read: d.  A Pastoral Counselor will be eligible for re-election. 

 

 

ARTICLE XII – PASTORAL COUNSELORS, Section 1 

Proposed amendment:  add new e.  The Pastoral Counselor shall be a Rostered Pastor of the LCMS who is 

currently serving in a parish ministry, affiliated with a recognized LCMS organization, or a retired pastor.  

Rationale:  To expand the number of pastors eligible for election. 

If adopted, will read: 

e. The Pastoral Counselor shall be a Rostered Pastor of the LCMS who is currently serving in a parish ministry, 

affiliated with a recognized LCMS organization, or a retired pastor.  

 

ARTICLE XII – PASTORAL COUNSELORS, Section 1 

Adding a new “e.” will change the old “e.” to “f.” 

 

ARTICLE XII – PASTORAL COUNSELORS, Section 2 

Current text:  a.  serve the LWML-NED in an advisory capacity; 

Proposed amendment:  strike an and insert a ; and insert the word spiritual between “a” and “advisory”. 

Rationale:  Align more with National LWML Bylaws. 

If adopted, will read:   

a. Serve the LWML-NED in a spiritual advisory capacity; 

 

ARTICLE XII – PASTORAL COUNSELORS, Section 2 

Proposed amendment:  add new c.  Perform other duties as set forth in Standing Rules and Procedures, and as 

requested by the LWML-NED President. 

Rationale:  Align more with National Bylaws. 

If adopted, will read: 

c. Perform other duties as set forth in Standing Rules and Procedures, and as requested by the LWML-

NED President. 

NOTE:  The LWML-NED Structure Committee requests permission to renumber or re-letter sections to account 

for deletions and insertions and make any necessary spelling and typographical corrections. 


