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                 January 2021 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org 

                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                       
                                                                                                     

LET EVERYTHING THAT HAS BREATH PRAISE THE LORD.  

                        PRAISE THE LORD. Psalm 150:6  

2020-2022 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS 

Mission Goal of $71,000 allocated as follows:   

$46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects; $17,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and 

$7,100 for Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 
 

Total Mite Money thru December 31, 2020 is $16,913.14 toward our Goal. 

NOTE: A $5,000 check was sent to Trinity Christian School in 

Keene, NH, completing Grant 2. 
 

Grant 

    3 

Trinity Lutheran Preschool 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Ashaway, RI      (Received to date $993.54) 
$ 1,200 

 

Please continue to save and remit your mite donations.  
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of Christ locally, 

nationally, and internationally and continues even during the COVID-19. 
 

SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
 LWML-New England District 
 P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 
 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

(LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML.  Since 1942, the LWML has 

been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with gladness and to support global missions.  

 

Mission Goal for 2020-2022 is 
$71,000 

 

 

For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope.  Jeremiah 29:11 

God Bless You  
In the New Year 
 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SFLOO_dbNFa_3gaEaicYgBMWilo_XkJncNPqCubTyxxINQ3InnzY3pRHZEjPlnAU6Ny74aZ8-X_ql81spXhn15srVntuhze2QVJut8sh6-e6MkoufiRAQWJheKMX7wyhVjL33i8hSwV8CGyG1pQ-nC7rnV6KWf3236N7qnZPJeI=&c=abreCSZ61AHL2VPrF9Yf6T9uAPOw1Jp0enVq7IAH0j9sTrev1O_VxQ==&ch=Ss7pMlA-58xlvHWWlhDbcdN3_USTziHHocPcdpGAo0jdO8pVU3PHwQ==
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT    

Dear Sisters in Mission: 

 

As we began this new year, everywhere I turned there was relief that 2020 was over and hope 

that 2021 would be better.  As Christians we can rejoice even in the midst of suffering because our 

hope is not in this world.  We fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right 

hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:2).  Jesus endured immeasurable suffering to give us the 

gift of life with Him for eternity.  A gift that is so glorious we cannot fully comprehend it.  For I 

consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 

revealed to us (Romans 8:18). 

 

As Women in Mission, we place our hope not in the things of this world but in Jesus, our Rock, and 

His saving work for us.  In this time of hopelessness for many, we have the opportunity to witness 

to the hope that is in us (1 Peter 3:15).  As Women in Mission, you have demonstrated that hope as 

you generously gave your mites last month.  As you see in our Treasurer Sue Lastowski’s report 

this month, your gifts have allowed us to fund our second Mission Project.  A $5,000 check has 

been sent to Trinity Christian School in Keene, NH.  Not only did you generously give to fund that 

project, but you gave $993.54 of the $1,200 needed to fund our third Mission Project:  Trinity 

Lutheran Preschool in Ashaway, RI.  All praise and thanks to God!  

  

We are so blessed to have Lutheran schools and preschools in our District to reach out to the 

children and families in their communities with the saving Gospel message.  How blessed we are 

that we can support their efforts.  What joyous news to share with you to start this new year.   

 

My prayer for you this year is that you live each day as a gift from your Heavenly Father and live it 

focused on the sure hope you have in Christ.  As in 2020, God is with you and will bless you.  May 

you continue to rejoice in your salvation and continue to find ways to serve Him and share the 

Good News with those who have no hope. 
 

Serving the Lord with Gladness, 
 

Sharon P. Dever 

Sharon P. Dever 

LWML-NED President 

 
 

 

 will donate .5% of your purchase to LWML-NED when you 

designate Lutheran Women’s Missionary League in Niantic, CT. 

Go to smile.amazon.com to read more about it.  

 

http://smile.amazon.com/
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Mark Your Calendar 
 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  

invites you to the 39th Biennial Convention,  

Thursday, June 24–Sunday, June 27, 2021 in  

the Rupp Arena at Central Bank Center, 

Lexington, Kentucky.  The Winter 2020 issue of 

Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly contains a convention insert that provides all 

information needed to register and is posted on the LWML website. 
 

 April 29th to 30th 2022  --   2022 LWML-New England District Convention 

 Theme: “Let there be Light” Genesis 1:3 

• Hosted by Eastern Zone; located at Holiday Inn, Taunton, MA  508-823-0430 

• Every society can send 2 delegates to vote for the Mission Goal and 

Mission Projects. 

 

LWML-NED Current Mission Project 
 

Trinity Lutheran Preschool    $1,200 
(Trinity Lutheran Church, Ashaway, RI) 

  

PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY 
At Trinity Lutheran Preschool children are offered 

creative learning experiences and an opportunity to 

grow at their own individual rate within a well-

planned, child-oriented learning environment. In an 

environment permeated with Christianity, Trinity 

provides each child with a wide variety of learning 

experiences. The curriculum allows children to learn 

by “doing” in various learning centers and activities 

designed to promote development in all areas of 

growth:  cognitive, emotional, social, physical, and spiritual. 

  

An important component of Trinity’s program is the spiritual aspect. Each child learns that God is 

the creator of the world and all that lives in it, that Jesus is their Savior, and He loves them. We 

encourage and support a strong sense of family and provide the opportunity for each child to 

develop a positive self-image as a unique child of God. 

 

From playtime to work, from the moment the children arrive and beyond when they leave, 

Trinity’s entire program and our interaction with each other will be based on and drawn from the 

principles of Christian love and concern. 
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2019-2021 National Mission Grant 18 

Sri Lanka Multipurpose Building Construction 

Office of International Mission - $50,000 

 

The Lutheran church has operated in Sri Lanka since the 1920’s. Over the years, 

Lutherans in Sri Lanka have 

suffered numerous tests and 

trials. The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod has four highly 

active congregations and seven 

preaching stations. There are 

three pastors for the 11 

congregations. The need to train 

pastors is evident by the interest 

and enrollment in pre-seminary 

classes.  For many years, the 

Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Sri Lanka has needed 

a sanctuary for Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, a central 

administrative office, and 

facilities to offer the theological 

classes for future pastors which 

will provide a permanent 

Lutheran seminary. Plans for a 

building to house the sanctuary, 

administrative offices, and 

theological classrooms have 

been designed. This grant will 

assist in funding the construction 

of the Sri Lanka Multipurpose 

Building. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     

The Construction Site 

Immanuel Lutheran Church congregation 

at worship on Sunday morning. 

Immanuel Lutheran School, Danbury, CT; 
First Lutheran School, Holyoke, MA; 

Immanuel Lutheran School, Bristol, CT; and 
Trinity Christian School, Keene, NH 

SUPPORT OUR SCHOOLS 



 

Page 5 of 6 
 

National Lutheran Schools Week 
to reflect on challenges and growth 

By Stacey Egger 

National Lutheran Schools Week (NLSW) — 

scheduled for Jan. 24–30 — offers LCMS 

schools a yearly opportunity to reflect on and 

share the blessings of Christian education. 

  

This year, amid many challenges, they will have 

many blessings to celebrate.  

 

Currently, the LCMS has 1,914 schools across 

the nation, serving more than 190,000 students. 

In the past year, these schools have had to make 

unexpected adjustments to continue their 

mission and ministry. A testament to their hard work is that enrollment trends are up in 

many Lutheran schools following the onset of the pandemic.  

 

“With Lutheran schools reopening, we give thanks for the many new families seeking in-

person classes who enrolled their children, recognizing the quality of Christian education 

by teachers ‘Sent to Serve,’” said Dr. Rebecca Schmidt, director of LCMS School Ministry.  

‘Sent to Serve’  

The 2021 NLSW theme is “Sent to Serve,” based on Matt. 20:28: “The Son of Man came not 

to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

LCMS School Ministry created resources to aid schools in celebrating this week, including: 
• Devotional resources and themes for each day of the week written by the Rev. Robert Riggert;  

• A proclamation from LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison; and  

• A new hymn text, “We Have Been Sent to Serve,” by Dr. Jeffrey Burkart. 

 

In the introduction letter to the resource manual, Schmidt reflects on the week’s theme: 

“We are rich with examples of servants following Jesus in our Lutheran schools. We have 

experienced how [the pandemic] impacted education in classrooms, challenging every 

educator to design a system of remote learning. 

 

“Teachers responded … with creative solutions and developed innovative ways to 

connect meaningfully with students and their families. Chapel services with words of 

encouragement continued with online platforms, enabling the beautiful Gospel message 

of the forgiveness of sin through faith in Jesus Christ to be proclaimed.” 

 

2021 NLSW resources can be viewed & downloaded free at lcms.org/lutheranschoolsweek.  

For more information about LCMS schools, visit lcms.org/schools.  

Students converse during lunch at Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church and School, North Miami, 

Fla., in 2018. 

http://lcms.org/lutheranschoolsweek
http://lcms.org/lutheranschoolsweek
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A Mission Update from Christina Anop 
 

 

To Us A Child Is Born 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the 

Clausing family.  God has become flesh in the 

person of Jesus Christ!  In Mary’s womb He began 

sharing our humanity; on the cross He bore our sin; 

at His return we will share in His resurrection.  God 

is with us; and He has become one of us. 

 

Update on the return to Tanzania! 

 

We have a bit of good news.  This past month the 

Tanzanian Commission for Universities finally issued correct copies of my degree 

verification certificates, which means we are now past the obstacle that has been holding us 

back for the past six months, and I have resumed the Tanzanian work permit application 

process with the department of labor that I began in June.  There is still a long and uncertain 

road ahead of us, but we are grateful that at least some progress has been made toward 

returning to Tanzania.  In the meantime, I continue to serve as I have opportunity in the 

states. 

 

Recently I have also become busy completing the initial coursework for a Doctor of Ministry 

degree in biblical theology.  The program will benefit my preaching and teaching wherever 

I am, and it is almost entirely online, so I will be able to complete it whether in U.S. or Africa.  

During this season when I am not regularly in front of a classroom, I am happy to make good 

use of my time by sitting in a student’s seat again. 

             Our Family 
Anita and I were married on August 16, 1997 and  

have been blessed with nine children. 

 

Eleanor at Concordia University, Nebraska 

Emil at Concordia University, Chicago 

Eunice, Ernest, Ethan, Jonathan, Eric, Anita 

Eileen, Elijah, Emmanuel 


