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                  February 2024 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 For more news and information, visit  
 www.lwml-ned.org 
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    SEND MITES TO: Susan Lastowski, Treasurer LWML-New England District 

             P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 
 
 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2022-2024 is $75,000  PAID       

 

Please save and remit your Mite donations payable to LWML-NED.  

Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of Christ locally, 

nationally, and internationally. 
 

2022-2024 LWML-NED PAID MISSION GRANTS 
 

# 1  Sowing Seeds for a Harvest, Vocational Training in Gbarnga, Liberia $5,000.00 

# 2a  Bringing New Hampshire Families to Christ, Trinity Lutheran, Keene, NH $600.00 

# 2b YWR and Jr. Pastoral Counselor to National LWML Convention $2,000.00 

# 3 Trinity Lutheran Preschool, Trinity Lutheran, Ashaway, RI $1,200.00 

# 4 Brazilian–Portuguese Language Outreach, Messiah Lutheran, Lynnfield, MA $5,000.00 

#5 Ethiopian Outreach of Boston, LCMS-NED Church Planting & Revitalization $5,000.00 

#6 Ambassadors for Christ, First Lutheran School, Holyoke, MA  $1,000.00 

#7 New England District Church Planting, LCMS-NED Church Planting $5,000.00 

#8 Hope for the Hopeless, LCMS Life Ministries, St. Louis, MO $5,000.00 

#9 God’s Word for Teenagers Around the World – Lutheran Heritage Foundation $2,500.00 

#10 Sea Containers for Haiti Earthquake Response, Ministry in Mission  $5,000.00 

#11 Tuition Assistance for Deaf Students, St. Martin Lutheran School for Deaf $2,500.00 

#12 Wheels for the Lord’s Physically Disabled, Good Shepherd Family, CA $1,800.00 

#13a Outreach, Meals, and Bible Study Materials, Lutheran Student Fellowship, PA $1,500.00 

#13b Sowing a Missionary Mindset through Study Abroad, CTS, Fort Wayne, IN $5,600.00 

#14 International Students: Making Jesus Known Throughout the World, CS, MO $50.00 

 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT   
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 

 
The Gospel of John contains some of my favorite verses of comfort in the Scriptures. We also find 

the very meaningful “I am” statements of Jesus in John’s Gospel. “I am” the Good Shepherd; the 

Light of the world; the Bread of Life; the Door of the sheep; the True Vine; the Way, the Truth and 

the Life; and the Resurrection and the Life. They all beautifully describe Jesus as the Son of God 

and His care and saving work for us. I would love to look at all of them with you, but I will focus on 

the beloved image of Jesus as our Good Shepherd. 

 

I was blessed in so many ways to attend a Lutheran elementary school. I could expound on the 

example of Christian teachers, daily devotions and religion classes, the memorizing of Scripture, 

prayer, worship, etc., but in this article, I want to share the visual blessing of a cross and picture of 

Jesus in every room. My favorite picture, which I can still visualize, portrays Jesus as the Good 

Shepherd. It depicts sheep, too numerous to count, surrounding and following Jesus, and He is 

shown carrying one on His shoulders. Whether the sheep had been injured or had wandered 

away, Jesus is lovingly caring for the sheep that is precious to Him and returning the sheep to His 

sheepfold. It is such a great picture of our Good Shepherd’s great love and care for us. 

 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,  

But yet in love He sought me 

And on His shoulder gently laid 

And home rejoicing brought me. 

LSB #709 v. 3  Public domain 

 

My confirmation verse reinforced my love for the image of Jesus as our Good Shepherd. My sheep 

hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand (John 10:27-28). What a comforting promise for 

us to hold onto in this life. As a parent tightly holds a child’s hand in a crowd, so our Savior holds 

our hand, and there is no one who can break that grip. What a reason to rejoice and sing His 

praises! 

 

On April 26-27, 2024, we will gather in convention under the theme, Songs in the Night, to thank 

and praise God in song for His marvelous love and care and His amazing grace and mercy. No 

matter the trials of this life, we rejoice and sing praise to God that heaven is ours, where one day 

we will sing His praises for all eternity.   

 

And so through all the length of days 

Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

Within Thy house forever!  

LSB #709 v.6 Public domain 

 
Serving the Lord with gladness, 

 

Sharon P. Dever  
LWML-NED President 
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LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grants 

 

ALL 2022-2024 MISSION GRANTS ARE FULLY FUNDED. 
 

LWML National 2023-2025 Mission Grant #5 

Disaster Response Team 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Tyler, TX — $50,000   

About This Mission Grant   PAID IN FULL 
Trinity Lutheran Church Disaster Response Team 

(TLC DRT) in Tyler, Texas, answers the call to 

serve our neighbors in need by ministering to the 

physical and spiritual needs of people affected by 

severe storms such as hurricanes, tornadoes, and 

floods. The team is comprised of 40 volunteer 

workers who set up base camps in areas that have 

been affected by natural disasters. They listen 

compassionately to the stories of people who 

have been affected by storms and share Christ’s 

love with them in Word and action. TLC DRT's equipment and trailers are also used by volunteers 

from other teams, causing additional wear and tear on equipment. This grant will allow repair and 

replacement of necessary equipment so the team can continue to be Christ’s hands and feet and 

share God’s love to people affected by disasters. 

LWML National 2023–2025 LWML Mission Grant #6 

Mobile Kitchen 
Forged by Fire Services, Gulf Coast Region, U.S. — $85,000 

About This Mission Grant  PARIALLY PAID $42,500  

Forged by Fire Services strives to actively make 

known the love of Jesus Christ through its actions and 

words by providing warm meals, bottled water, and 

spiritual care to people in times of need following a 

disaster or economic downturn. They pray with those 

in need and offer resources such as devotionals and 

Bibles.  This grant will allow the purchase of a mobile, 

self-contained kitchen trailer unit to provide meals in 

communities affected by disaster. Over 130,000 meals have been served in the Gulf Coast region. 

The mobile kitchen will benefit smaller communities in need that are often overlooked by larger 

organizations. When serving, Forged by Fire Services strives to connect local LCMS 

congregations within the communities and shares the mercy and grace of Christ, one plate of food 

at a time. 

   

 
Assessing safest way to remove tree from 

house 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SUIIUBzGd8Vh9zRoXK_aY-EfyWiA_YdXPuLWMZS1pgrm02aON3Zrr7-l1C2H9YHkATW1jM__jN2LXmcastdaeA75GhZGbi6ffotiOC1OwL5KdNJ-VwTbzPchX9irWC21XDenjWM-YtEBtWydbcx6iZxTQuZjRGIZzargesWmEsk=&c=d-oD-PwSxVK5Rw7VMo3RJbvvEZ2V1RA76og1QIzZVAXOm7RR9aZl5A==&ch=oySF5EnSgub9cOVypqhwG00f85rzHaw_nBVoOEGRT-0hWuv4mGp-yA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SUIIUBzGd8Vh9zRoXK_aY-EfyWiA_YdXPuLWMZS1pgrm02aON3Zrr7-l1C2H9YHkATW1jM__jN2LXmcastdaeA75GhZGbi6ffotiOC1OwL5KdNJ-VwTbzPchX9irWC21XDenjWM-YtEBtWydbcx6iZxTQuZjRGIZzargesWmEsk=&c=d-oD-PwSxVK5Rw7VMo3RJbvvEZ2V1RA76og1QIzZVAXOm7RR9aZl5A==&ch=oySF5EnSgub9cOVypqhwG00f85rzHaw_nBVoOEGRT-0hWuv4mGp-yA==
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     LCMS-NED 2024 District Convention 
   APRIL 26-27, 2024, MARRIOTT HOTEL, TRUMBULL, CT 
 

Theme:      “SONGS IN THE NIGHT” 
Based on: Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night, (Job 35:10). 

 

Recall that when Paul and Silas were in prison, they sang.  When the Israelites were going into 

battle, they prayed for guidance.  God told them to send the choir first. 

 

Keynote Speaker: Katie Schuermann:  author, speaker, and musician 

 Topic: Pew Sisters:  Let’s gather and celebrate our true sisterhood – our pew  

  sisterhood – and discuss what it means to be a woman in the church. 
 

Focus Forums: 
 Katie Schuermann - Topic:  When God’s People Suffer:  Why do bad things happen to 

Christians?  Let’s talk about what life looks like when lived under the cross of Christ. 

 

 Rev. Gregory Wismar - Topic:  Eternal Anthems:  Stories of our well-loved hymns 

 

 Rev. James Krikava,  Associate Executive Director of the LCMS Office of International 

Missions - Topic:  Mission work of the LCMS 

 

 Kathy Pavelock, LWML Vice President of Communications - Topic:  LWML Mission Work 

and Resources 
 

Bible Study Leader:   The Rev. Nathan Erb, Pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran Church,  

  Trumbull, CT 

 

It’s time to prepare! 
 

Marriott Hotel Reservations call 1-203-378-1400 or use the direct booking link: 

https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1690568111474&key=GRP.   

Special Room rate is $149 plus tax for up to 4 people per room.           

When calling for reservation identify yourself as being with the Lutheran 

Womens Missionary League.  All reservations must be received no later 

than March 26, 2024.  REGISTER EARLY! 

 

No Convention Registrations or Refunds Granted after APRIL 19, 2024. 

 

GIFTS FROM THE HEART will support Birthright of Danbury, CT.  

The following items are needed:  Diapers (newborn, 0-3, 3-6 months), 

onesies (newborn, 0-3, 3-6 months), receiving blankets, infant towels and 

wash cloths, baby shampoo, baby powder, baby bottles, and Gift Cards 

from Walmart.  

    

 

https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1690568111474&key=GRP
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mag3737/511802786
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Young Woman Representative to the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

New England District 28th Biennial Convention (continued) 
 

 

WHO: a mature young woman, preferably 22-35 years of age, who 

is a member of the LCMS and has not previously attended a  district 

convention as a Zone Young Woman Representative, who has a 

deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ and is willing to 

participate in the full scope of the Convention. 

 

WHAT: The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) New England District Convention. 

The Convention includes missionary updates, business meetings, break-out sessions with 

interesting speakers or servant opportunities, Bible study, and lots of Christian sister fellowship! 

HOW:  Compliments of the LWML-NED! We will pay for your hotel room on Friday night (shared 

with another YWR), plus dinner on Friday, and breakfast and lunch on Saturday. 

NEXT STEPS: Fill out an application found at http://lwml-ned.org/convention/, scan, and submit it 

to our Young Women Committee at mrs.sage@veino.com.  All paperwork is due by March 1, 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        LWML-NED CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Date Location Function Other Info 

02/17/2024 Zoom Meeting 

10:00 AM 
District Board of Directors 

Meeting 

Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

04/26-27/2024 Trumbull Marriott, 

Trumbull, CT 
2024 LWML-NED Convention 
Theme:  “Songs in the Night”  

Where is God my Maker, who 

gives songs in the night  

(Job 35:10) 

 

We look forward to spending 

time together in song, worship, 

Bible Study, devotions, 

fellowship, and conducting the 

business needed to continue to 

do God’s work. 

Questions: 

Sue Dow at 

KoinoniaZone@lwml-ned.org  

11/01-02/2024 Hotel UMass, 

Amherst, MA 
Retreat Speaker:  Donna Snow 

Topic:  Meant for good: a Study 

of Joseph 

Questions: 

Christina Anop at 

ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org  

06/26-30/2025 Omaha, Nebraska 41st Biennial LWML Convention 

“Growing in God’s Grace,” But 

grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

To him be the glory both now and 

to the day of eternity. (2 Peter 3:18) 

Hosting Districts – LWML 

Nebraska North and LWML 

Nebraska South 

 

 

 

 

2024-2025 Plan 

 

http://lwml-ned.org/convention/
mailto:mrs.sage@veino.com
mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
mailto:KoinoniaZone@lwml-ned.org
mailto:ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org
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https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html 

Attention Thrivent Members!  Remember the LWML-NED is a designated 

charity of Thrivent Choice! This gives you another opportunity to donate to fund our 
Mission Projects, and it's free!  If you are a member of Thrivent and you are allocated 
Thrivent Choice Dollars, please consider selecting the Lutheran Women's Missionary 
League - New England District as your charity of choice to support. 

 

LEADERSHIP TIPS 

Dear Lucy Leader, 
  
Our church has a Spanish service to reach the people of our community who do not speak English 
fluently. Our LWML group is now entering a phase where we need more bilingual resources and 
would love to provide them. Are there any Spanish resources on the LWML website? 

  
Thank you, 
 

Evangelistic Evelyn 
****************************** 
Dear Evangelistic Evelyn, 

Congratulations on the expansion of your church and group to include the Spanish-speaking 
community in your area! Language barriers can always be tricky when trying to communicate with 
and learn from others as they become a part of the family of Christ. As always, go to the Lord in 
prayer to guide you in this endeavor. Also, there is a section of LWML resources in Spanish at 
lwml.org/espanol. I hope these resources aid your congregation and group to continue this outreach. 

May God guide you in your endeavors! 

Lucy Leader 

 
We received the following thank you note from Trinity Christian School, Keene, NH, for 

the Gifts from the Heart that we collected at the retreat and distributed to the four 

Lutheran Elementary Schools in New England. 

 

Dear Sharon, 

 

Just a note to say thank you, thank you, THANK YOU for the generous donation to our school! The donation 

was such a sweet surprise of how the Lord provides in miraculous ways.  We were running low on supplies 

and then got your donation!  We are so very grateful for you and the LWML!   

 

In His Grace, 

Trinity Christian School Staff 

 

 

GIFTS FROM 

THE HEART 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001W4T_SNy_CC9X2WfavpcjW3gVcawkSRHrKW9BX53AZx7cz2ykvKwERsHwKArR9RV9iZTOUnR6lLFqpwUd0x11pu16ktNIhRTMV55uDX9fVsquI-BzmsbpV-21tq-EMqD6IFILX6aKbhcgURVKyucP0A==&c=tteeKrLNCJtEd1pb500xsfzzDZUlt5Uhh3rorYCRG6UnBq98uckpLA==&ch=GRNK_UvbPrTDIhcC9bb1kSKwVqtDARYp77dUrkI6p3FAstdfNMYUKg==

