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                December 2023 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 For more news and information, visit  
 www.lwml-ned.org 
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    SEND MITES TO: Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  

         LWML-New England District 

         P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

  13b 

Study abroad, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN 

( Rec’d to date $2,863.72) $ 5,600 

 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2022-2024 is $75,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations payable 

to LWML-NED.  

Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2022-2024 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $75,000 allocated as follows:   

         $48,750 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$18,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,500 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru November 30, 2023, is  

$70,657.57= 94% of Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

 

 

 
Pointsettia 

 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT   
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 

 
All families have their own traditions when it comes to setting up and decorating their Christmas 

tree. I always look forward to decorating our tree as so many of our ornaments were given to us 

by the special people God brought into our lives over the years. Hanging each ornament on the 

tree evokes such cherished memories of the giver. I still have ornaments from students I taught in 

school and Sunday School, from dear family members and friends who have received their crown 

of life, and of course, the very special ones made with love by our children. Our ornament gifts of 

love recall the greatest gift of love that we have ever received, God’s gift of His beloved Son. 

Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! (2 Corinthians 9:15). 

 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have eternal life (John 3:16). We all know this “Gospel in a nutshell” by heart, but does its 

familiarity lessen the impact? God’s love for us is so great and incomprehensible that He did not 

want to be separated from us for eternity, so from the beginning, He planned to sacrifice His Son 

in our place so that we could spend eternity with Him. But God shows his love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8).  

 

No other gift we receive in this life will ever compare to God’s gift of His Son. We sometimes miss 

the mark with our gift giving, but God never does. Each Christmas and every day of our lives we 

rejoice that our salvation is not based on our efforts but is a free gift of God. For the wages of sin is 

death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23).   

 

Can you imagine the hurt of not only missing the mark with your gift but having it totally rejected? 

God can. Our sinful nature rejects His most blessed gift, so God blesses us with the gift of faith to 

accept it. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast (Ephesians 2:8). 

 

Sadly, many still reject God’s most wonderful gift so as Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully 

continue to share the Gospel, serve where and when our Savior calls us, and share our mites.   

 

Let our gladness have no end, alleluia! 

For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia! 

On this day God gave us 

Christ, His Son, to save us; 

Christ, His Son, to save us. 

Hymn #381 v. 1  Public domain 

 
As you give and receive gifts this Christmas, may you ever be reminded of God’s greatest gift to 

you, His Son, your Savior. May you joyfully receive all of God’s gifts and offer your thanks and 

praise to Him, and may His peace be in your hearts now and throughout the year ahead. 

 

A blessed Christmas to you and your families! 

 

Sharon P. Dever  

LWML-NED President  
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LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant #13b 

 

 

13b. Sowing a Missionary Mindset through Study Abroad—Concordia Theological 

Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN—$5,600 Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

(CTSFW), brings the saving Gospel into all the world by forming servants in Jesus Christ who will 

teach the faithful, reach the lost, and care for all. Because all Lutheran pastors and deaconesses 

should be knowledgeable about world missions and have firsthand experience in international 

mission work, students are encouraged to participate in a study abroad mission trip. During 

mission trips to Kenya, students participate in theological seminars alongside African students 

from Matongo Lutheran Seminary in Kenya. They learn the history and current work of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya. Visits are made to the Evangelist School in northern 

Kenya, to the Diaconal Center and Home for the Severely Handicapped in Kisumu, and to the 

Lutheran orphanage in Matongo. Grant funds will assist one student with travel, accommodations, 

class credit, and course material expenses, while participating in the study abroad mission trip. 

 

 

LWML National 2023-2025 Mission Grant #3 

 

Serving God's Children with Special Needs 

Journeys Lutheran School, Milwaukee, WI — $100,000 

About This Mission Grant 
We are all children of God, despite our differences, challenges, and life experiences. The mission 

of Journeys Lutheran School is to serve God’s children 

from age 8 to 21 with special needs such as attention 

deficit disorder, learning disabilities, autism, anxiety, 

trauma, emotional behavior disorder, and obsessive-

compulsive disorder. For 60 years the school, located in 

the Milwaukee area, has prepared students to maximize 

their spiritual, academic, physical, emotional, and social 

potential to become successful Christian members of 

society. Students are able to earn a high school diploma 

and participate in meaningful cultural, historical, and 

spiritual events. The enrollment in the high school 

program is growing. This grant will help purchase two 

vans to transport high school students enrolled in the 

School-to-Work Internship Program and students taking 

elective classes at nearby Martin Luther High School. 

  

 

Graduation is BIG day for Journeys 

Lutheran students, just like kids at other 

schools. They are excited that one 

journey is ending, and another is just 

beginning. 
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     LCMS-NED 2024 District Convention 
   APRIL 26-27, 2024, MARRIOTT HOTEL, TRUMBULL, CT 
 

Theme:      “SONGS IN THE NIGHT” 
Based on: Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night, (Job 35:10). 

 

Recall that when Paul and Silas were in prison, they sang.  When the Israelites were going into 

battle, they prayed for guidance.  God told them to send the choir first. 

 

Keynote Speaker: Katie Schuermann:  author, speaker, and musician 

 Topic: Pew Sisters:  Let’s gather and celebrate our true sisterhood – our pew  

  sisterhood – and discuss what it means to be a woman in the church. 
 

Focus Forums 

 Katie Schuermann - Topic:  When God’s People Suffer:  Why do bad things happen to 

Christians?  Let’s talk about what life looks like when lived under the cross of Christ. 

 Rev. Gregory Wismar - Topic:  Eternal Anthems:  Stories of our well-loved hymns 

 Rev. James Krikava,  Associate Executive Director of the LCMS Office of International 

Missions - Topic:  Mission work of the LCMS 

 Kathy Pavelock, LWML Vice President of Communications - Topic:  LWML Mission Work 

and Resources 
 

Bible Study Leader:  The Rev. Nathan Erb, Pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran Church,  

  Trumbull, CT 

                                  * * * * * * * * *  
Young Woman Representative to the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

New England District 28th Biennial Convention 

 
WHO: a mature young woman, preferably 22-35 years of age, who is a 

member of the LCMS and has not previously attended a  district 

convention as a Zone Young Woman Representative, who has a deep 

love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ and is willing to participate 

in the full scope of the Convention. 

WHAT: The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) New England District Convention. The 

Convention includes missionary updates, business meetings, break-out sessions with interesting speakers or 

servant opportunities, Bible study, and lots of Christian sister fellowship! 

HOW:  Compliments of the LWML-NED! We will pay for your hotel room on Friday night (shared with another 

YWR), plus dinner on Friday, and breakfast and lunch on Saturday. 

WHY: Because we love the LWML, we love you, and we’d like you to love the LWML! 

LWML is also known as Lutheran Women in Mission, and we think that phrase and our mission statement 

describe us perfectly: The mission of the Lutheran Women in New England is to continue glorifying our God 

through acts of love, service, and encouragement toward each other and those whose lives we touch. 
 

NEXT STEPS: Fill out an application found at http://lwml-ned.org/convention/, scan, and submit it to our 

Young Women Committee at mrs.sage@veino.com.  All paperwork is due by March 1, 2024. 

 

We look forward to meeting you and introducing you to the  

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  

 

http://lwml-ned.org/convention/
mailto:mrs.sage@veino.com
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NED LWML RETREAT – NOVEMBER 2023 

             
Rev Ed Harkey           Jon Rossman              Rev William Weedon 

       
Rev Harkey, President Sharon Dever, Rev Heide         125 Christian men & women (mostly women) 

 
THE LCM DELEGATION: Pastor Heide, Sharon Schmidt, June Merwin & Kristina Esposito 

 

 

THANK YOU, JUNE MERWIN, PHOTOGRAPHER  
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Collage from our November Retreat! 

          

          

        
GIFTS FROM THE HEART GOING TO THE FOUR LUTHERAN SCHOOLS IN NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT

 
39 FIRST TIMERS TO THE RETREAT (A RECORD)  
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ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN (OGT) 
Sharing resources and bringing Christ’s name and  

character to needy people both far and near. 
 

Our New England volunteers sent us some pictures from the  

shipment to the Republic of Georgia.  Note:  All were very thankful. 

“Our partner organization "Give Kindness to Each Other" visited the village Khorshi in 

Senaki and distributed humanitarian aid among the students of the Khorshi Public School. 

The Dean and teachers were also present to give the gifts to the children”. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Your donations help change lives. 

Orphan Grain Train 

Terryville, Ct 

Paul Arbesman/plarbs@yahoo.com 

 

Note:  12/5/2023 Great ship-

ment completed for Lithuania. 

Got everything on truck and 

more. Should be a great 

Blessing to the people there. 

 

OGT 
back
pack  
 
 
in 
use. 
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During this 50th Anniversary year, we remembered the many 

women and activities of our District.  Now, we go 

forward and Serve the Lord with Gladness as our guide.  
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Check your calendar!  
        LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS 

Date Location Function Other Info 
02/03/2024 Zoom Meeting 

10:00 AM 
Executive Board Meeting Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

02/17/2024 Zoom Meeting 

10:00 AM 
District Board of Directors 

Meeting 

Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

04/26-27/2024 Trumbull Marriott, 

Trumbull, CT 
2024 LWML-NED Convention 
Theme:  “Songs in the Night”  

Where is God my Maker, who 

gives songs in the night  

(Job 35:10) 

We look forward to spending 

time together in song, worship, 

Bible Study, devotions, 

fellowship, and conducting the 

business needed to continue to 

do God’s work. 

11/01-02/2024 Hotel UMass, 

Amherst, MA 
Retreat Speaker:  Donna Snow 

Topic:  Meant for good: a Study 

of Joseph 

Questions: 

Christina Anop at 

ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org  

06/26-30/2025 Omaha, Nebraska 41st Biennial LWML Convention Hosting Districts – LWML 

Nebraska North and LWML 

Nebraska South 

 

Mission Service Activity of the Month 

December 2023: CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXCHANGE 

 

What is a cookie exchange? It’s a party to 

which guests each bring one–four dozen 

cookies (depending on how many guests are 

invited) to share and swap. This way, you 

only bake one recipe but get to enjoy many 

different types of cookies. It’s a delicious way 

to spend an afternoon or evening with friends 

during the Christmas season.  

Preparations for the Activity:  List found at Mission Service Activities - Lutheran Women's Missionary 

League (lwml.org) 
Is this a group project? Take pictures of this activity in progress. Get permission to take pictures of 

the individuals as they enjoy and share their cookies. Submit the pictures to share on your district 

website or in your district newsletter. 

Gospel Focus:  Psalm 107:8–9 

Prayer as You Plan and Prepare: 
Heavenly Father, thank You for Your steadfast love. You provide so many good things for us 

every day. Help us to acknowledge these things and be ready to share the gift of Your Son, Jesus, 

with others. In His holy name, we pray. Amen.  

 

 

mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
mailto:ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org
https://www.lwml.org/mission-service-activities
https://www.lwml.org/mission-service-activities

