PASS IT ON

December 2021

-I- We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On”
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New

New England District England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally.

For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org

LWML-NED Mission Goal for

2020-2022 is $71,000

71,000 2020-2022 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS

70,000 Mission Goal $71,000 allocated as follows:
$46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects.

60,000 $17,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,100 for

50.000 Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration.

40,000 Total Mite Money thru November 30, 2021, is

30,000 $61 ,638.82...87% of Goal

20,000 Please continue to save and remit your

10,000 Mite donations payable to LWML-NED.

Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of
Christ locally, nationally, and internationally and
continues even during COVID-19.

SEND MITES TO: Susan Lastowski, Treasurer
LWML-New England District
P.0. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041

This is the Grant we are currently working on:

Grant | Prodigal Ministry (LCMS New England District)

10 A New England District outreach program to people who have left the $ 2,000
Christian faith in which they were raised and previously confessed. ’
(Amount received to date: $865.23)

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU CONTINUE TO FEED YOUR MITE BOX.

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod (LCMS). The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML.
Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with
gladness and to support global missions.
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@ FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT New England Distc

Dear Sisters in Mission:

Tradition has it that Martin Luther popularized the Christmas tree and was the first to decorate it
with candles. He did this after seeing the brilliant stars shining brightly through the trees while
walking home one night. The lights were to remind his children of the star that shone the night of
the Savior’s birth. The Christmas tree has become part of the secular celebration of Christmas, but
for us as Christians it has meaning far beyond a decoration for our homes.

As the name evergreen implies, the trees keep their beautiful green color all year long even during
the harshest winter days when the other trees are bare. What a beautiful reminder for us of the life
we have in Christ for eternity.

The Christmas tree can also remind us that during the harshest times of our earthly lives, heaven is
our home, and we can remain “ever green” despite our circumstances. So, if you are facing this
Christmas for the first time without a loved one, or dealing with illness or other hardships, may the
Christmas tree remind you of God’s great love for you, His faithfulness, and the eternal glory that
awaits you one day. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us (Romans 8:18).

The lights on our Christmas trees remind us that the baby lying in the manger is the Light of the
world who came into our world of sin and darkness. The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined (Isaiah 9:2). Again,
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we follow the Light of the world and let our lights shine by living
lives of service and by sharing the Good News in person and through our mission work. Let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven (Matthew 5:16). Our good works are not done to earn favor or to bring honor to ourselves.
Our good works flow out of our faith, point others to Christ, and give all glory to God.

Finally, we can’t help but look at the Christmas tree and think of another tree; a tree upon which the
Babe of Bethlehem would be nailed to save us. As you look at your tree this year may you be
reminded of the baby born at Christmas who came into the darkness of our world weighed down by
sin, out of His great love for you. May you see the Babe of Bethlehem as the Light of the world who
took on flesh to dispel the darkness of sin by His death on the tree so that by faith you and all who
believe may obtain everlasting life.

It seems fitting to close with a few verses from the Christmas hymn Martin Luther composed for his
children, From Heaven Above to Earth I Come. The hymn begins with the words of the angel and
closes with the shepherds’ response and ours.

The angel sings: The shepherds’ response and ours:
This is the Christ, our God Most High, How glad we’ll be to find it so!
Who hears your sad and bitter cry; Then with the shepherds let us go
He will Himself your Savior be To see what God for us has done
From all your sins to set you free. In sending us His own dear Son.
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President’s Message Continued (2;) I_WN\ I_

New England District

The angel sings: The shepherds’ response and ours:
He will on you the gifts bestow Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Prepared by God for all below, Who unto us His Son has giv’'n!
That in His kingdom, bright and fair, While angels sing with pious mirth
You may with us His glory share. A glad new year to all the earth.

A very blessed Christmas to you and your families.

Serving the Lord with gladness,

Shavron P. Dever
Sharon P. Dever
LWML-NED President

ay Christmas bring you ‘3_
HELP! Wep.  many blessings and much good cheerf

o

- -~

HELP SPREAD THE WORD TO YOUNG WOMEN IN NEW ENGLAND
Q 4

\
Be on the lookout 4 for Young Ladies who would be blessed by serving as Zone

Representatives to the District Convention in Taunton, MA, April 29-30, 2022.

Do you know a young woman (preferably 22-35 years of age) who is a member of the
LCMS and has a deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ? A daughter?
Granddaughter? Niece? Friend? Maybe even you? If so, she could represent your zone
as a Young Woman Representative (YWR) at the LWML-NED District Convention.

Each of the 5 zones will be able to send one YWR to the convention in April (with costs
covered by the district). She will be asked to participate in all parts of the convention
and any YWR planned activities. This is a wonderful opportunity for any young woman
who has a desire to make a difference and serve in a sincere and dedicated manner.

WML Enthusiasm to learn and be involved is a must!
EE—J FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT SAGE VEINO, YWR COMMITTEE,
AT youngwomencommittee@lwml-ned.orq.

FOR PUBLICITY FLYER AND APPLICATION: http://lwml-ned.org/special-focus/
PAPERWORK SHOULD BE RETURNED BY IVIARCH 15, 2022.
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Und the angel said unto them, Fear not: fox,
betold, J bring you good tidings of great joy, € %
which shall be to all pecple. ‘}?‘4/'
Far unta you is boun this day in the city of

David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lond. Lube 2:10-11

LWML-NED Calendar

Date Start End

Feb 12,2022 | 10:00 AM | 1:00PM | LWML Board of Directors ZOOM Meeting

Apr/29/2022 | 1:00PM | 9:00PM | LWML-New England District Convention

Apr/30/2022 | 8:00 AM | 3:00PM “Let there be Light” Genesis 1:3
--Hosted by Eastern Zone; at Clarion Hotel, Taunton, MA 508-823-0430

--Every society can send 2 delegates to vote for Mission
Goal and Projects.

Nov/04/2022 | 7:00 PM 9:00PM | RETREAT - BE THOU MY VISION (In Such a Time as This)

Nov/05/2022 | 8:00 AM 3:00 PM Double Tree Hotel at Bradley Airport 860-627-5171

do at Christmas have their beginnings with
the Romans. Early Christians soon saw some of these things

.............. kY The Festival of the Nativity of our Lord is the

/_\ Why do we do

M . . the things we do
at is The Festival at Christmas?

of the Nativity of our Lord? Many of the things that we

........... IR traditional way of saylng Christmas Day December a out.ward reminder; of Christmas and began to use them
............ * < W ?\Q\Q&‘g’_ fth f I h in their own celebrations. For example, when we give and
\V?’ %ﬁ— X : 2515 one of the most |mportant estiva ays in the receive presents, we can remember the greatest gift that has
“.""-V\\x\i ’c ,,,,,,,,,,,, Church Year. This is the day that we celebrate the birth ever been given, our Lord Jesus! After all, today we celebrale
Pt of our Savior Jesus! Jesus' birthday, and He is the real reason for the season!
K . F—

at smile.amazon.com

. amazonsmile Do your holiday shopping @*_*_
{% SN

REMEMBER TO SELECT “LUTHERAN WOMEN'S MISSIONARY LEAGUE” AS YOUR CHARITY.
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Lutheran Women'’s Missionary League QJEQLWN\L

New England District

2022 NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT CONVENTION
“Let t[\'ere ;ﬂ l’l:g[\ot. ” gemsis 1.3
otelis April 29 - 30, 2022

. 1 \
Nk?:xg'm geir 0T
C

e At CLARION HOTEL, 700 Myles Standish BLVD, Taunton, MA 02780
e Convention begins Friday 1:00 pm and ends Saturday at 3:00 pm

The Convention Registration Form can be found on
LWML-NED.org (HOME/CONVENTION — Form at bottom of page)

Full Registration: $125 (Includes Friday Dinner and Saturday
. Breakfast and Lunch)

One Day Registration: $75 (Includes Friday Dinner -OR-

Saturday breakfast & lunch)

- - Registration must be received no later than April 20, 2022.
e b - s (Meals will not be guaranteed after April 20, 2022.)
AL e]f-%ht‘ Registrations are non-refundable after April 20, 2022.

- HOTEL reservations should be made directly with the hotel
(508)823-0430 and Mention “booking is for LWML Convention”
And God said,“Let here beight” and therewas int.  and receive the special rate of 5129 per room (For up to 4 people)!

Genesis 1:
" The Room rate will not be guaranteed after April 3, 2022.

SEND REGISTRATION FORM AND CHECK (payable to LWML-NED) TO:
CAROL HOLDERNESS, 194 Buckminster Road, Brookline, MA 02445

CONVENTION GOAL: We will focus on reflecting His Light, For God, who
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:6

{

CONVENTION IN-GATHERING for “Gifts from the Heart” Recipient:
Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center, Gbarnga, Liberia

These students struggle to afford black shoes for their school uniforms and the shoes that
are available last less than a month because they’re so poorly made. We could use new or
gently worn boys black dress shoes for and black flats for girls, not ornate, (ages 3 to 16).
SEE PAGE 8 for more information on the Gbarnga Mission.
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LWML-NED Current Mission Project Qt) LWML

New England District

Prodigal Ministry (LCMS New England District) $2,000

Prodigal Ministry is a New England District outreach program to people who have left the
Christian faith in which they were raised and previously confessed. This ministry will be a
district-wide series of workshops designed to equip NED lay members to connect with
people who have left the church. It will provide training for professional church workers to
meet the needs of the family of prodigals through retreats and support groups. Funds will
cover travel and speaker fees and offer workshops and retreat scholarships to participants
who lack funds.

LWMI National 2021-2023 Mission Grant #6

Hope of Christ for Cancer Patients

Phil's Friends — $70,000

About This Mission Grant

As Christians, we are charged with sharing
the message of the Gospel and the Word with
all individuals. The mission of Phil’s Friends,
an LCMS Recognized Service Organization, is
to introduce and strengthen relationships with
Christ by providing faith-based hope to those
with cancer. The support includes a care
package with practical, emotional, and
spiritual items, including a Bible, a card sent
monthly for 12 months, and a new program

\ 4 7 zr =
[ &

“Hope on Call,” in which Phil’s Friends’ During the Christmas season, Phil's
trained volunteers meet virtually with the Friends provides individuals who must
cancer patient to talk and pray. This grant be in the hospital a special gift to know

would further fund Phil’s Friends Cancer Care | that they are loved. Last year Phil's

Packages, Cards of Hope, and Hope on Call. | f'riends provided a teddy bear. During
S - these visits, Phil's Friends volunteers

P %, [ & have a chance to talk with the cancer
; " patient and often pray with them.

_ Care packages are colorfully
decorated by our volunteers.
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News from Rev Dr Jonathan & Deaconess Cheryl Naumann

Alabad a Jehovd, porque él es bueno; Porque
para sierrﬁare es su misericordia. (Safmo 107:1)

One of the realities of living abroad is the
absence of the North American holidays like
“Thanksgiving”. When we were in the UK,
Cheryl and I participated in British Harvest
celebration instead. The same is true in the
Dominican Republic, except here there isn’t a
specific harvest system — only “temporadas”
(seasons) when various fruits ripen. For
example, Mango season or Avocado season!

Here in the Mission Field we have local people,
as well as colleagues from other countries, for
whom the North American Thanksgiving is not
important. But what we as Christians agree on
is that worshipping God for His gracious
provision for us — spiritually and physically
deserves special emphasis.

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your
unworthy servants give You humble thanks for
all Your goodness and loving-kindness to us and
to all whom you have made. We bless You for our
creation and preservation, and all the blessings
of this life; but above all for Your immeasurable
love in redemption of the world by our Lord
Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the
hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an
awareness of Your mercies, that with truly
thankful hearts we may show forth Your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving
up ourselves to Your service, and by walking
before You in holiness and righteousness all our
days and through Jesus Christ, our Lord, to
whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory now and forevermore. Amen

May we - all of us = never tire of giving thanks
to God and sharing His precious Gospel with
others! Pastor Johnathan

Thanking God for Schools

This sign next to the front door of Concordia Lutheran
School in Palmar Arriba announces: WELCOME The
Return of Joy Yes! We give thanks to God that our DR
Lutheran Schools can have in-person classes again!
Education is a privilege that is not enjoyed by all children
in developing countries, which is sad, particularly due to
the low levels of literacy. We pray that our mission
schools will graduate students who will know how to read
and apply other life skills, and who will have faith in Jesus
as their Lord and Savior.

Pastor Idjon leads morning devotons with young

students at Concordia Lutheran School, Palmar.
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New England District

6 9 Sharing God’s love through Christ-centered education in Liberia FALL 2021

PARTNERS IN SHARING GOD’S LOVE THROUGH HEALTHCARE

During our last mission trip in May, a medical team performed health assessments on the 124
students at the Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center (GLTC). Each day at least 5 children were

¥ - treated for symptoms typical of malaria, typhoid, or parasites. First aid
was taught to the staff and personal hygiene to the students.
Toothbrushes, toothpaste, first aid kits, and daily vitamins were also
distributed. Through support from Johnson & Johnson, we have
delivered cases of “Medical Mission Packs” containing bandages,
. Tylenol, and numerous other healthcare supplies from the J&] product
lines. Some are being used at our school while others were contributed
to a local medical clinic and a nearby leprosy community. We recently
partnered with the New England branch of Orphan Grain Train to
ship hundreds of medical supplies including hospital beds, patient
monitors, surgical gowns, PPE, crutches, and more to Liberia. These are being used to support the
opening of a new medical clinic near the village served by the school. This not only brings
healthcare closer to the families of our students but will provide job opportunities for parents. Our
goal is to minister with physical healing so hearts might be opened to spiritual healing. Healthy
children attend school more regularly and hear God’s word every day through our school.

Volunteers help unload donated medical supplies Medical Mission Pack from Johnson & Johnson being
from Orphan Grain Train for shipment to Liberia presented for use at GLTC

CHILD SPONSORS URGENTLY NEEDED -- You can make a difference in

a child’s life! Visit our website to sign up: www.gbarngamission.org/sponsorships

We rely on teamwork and partnerships to improve the impact of

our ministries in Liberia. Kwatekeh (kwah-TEE-kay) is a word
) - in the Kpelle language that means “to work together”. You can

/U@WA+[§ '@E [H]\ work together with Gbarnga Mission by becoming a Kwatekeh

Partner through your recurring monthly gift of $50 or more.

par ner /

\
wORx,Nc TOC“'H"“

Let’s work together to share God’s love in Liberia. Visit
BECOME A KWATEKEH PARTNER www.gbharngamission.org/kwatekeh to start your partnership
today.
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