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Encouraging the Church in New England
Your LWML-NED was well represented at “Equipping the Church,” the 2nd Annual
LCMS New England Ministry Conference on March 11th at Our Savior Lutheran
Church in South Windsor CT. We were invited to have a display table and a
break-out session for the pastors, staff and lay leaders attending the conference.
As the women’s auxiliary of the LCMS, LWML encourages women “to be passionate about living and sharing their faith; to pray for each other and for their
church workers; to spend time together in the Word; and to commit themselves to
support their church and their church workers.” * We were excited to share how
LWML is an encouragement to the church in New England.
We prepared a poster and flyers for the display table showing LWML national and
district mission projects. We had Mite Boxes, Mustard Seed devotions, bookmarks, several Quarterly and The Beacon magazines. We had “diamonds” and
purple-wrapped, dark chocolate Hershey’s Kisses! The purple and gold poster
was eye-catching with news about the joyful service of LWML.
The conference schedule offered a choice 3 break-out sessions each hour, so we
were uncertain who would attend our session: Only women? Only men? People
unfamiliar with LWML? People totally familiar with LWML? It turns out we were
right! We had a mixed group of about 15 people in all four categories!
Our session followed the four focus areas of LWML: The Word, Missions, Service and Fellowship. We started with
Fellowship by introducing ourselves and our home church; we read the LWML Pledge; we sang Serve the Lord with
Gladness to the tune of Onward Christian Soldiers. Oh, yes, we did – all 3 verses with the refrain!
We were in The Word, with our LWML devotion titled New Growth - Again, abbreviated here:

➢ As spring blooms, we see a time of new growth in the world around us.

➢ Just as seeds need good soil to grow and a healthy root system to produce a good yield, so we
need to be connected to God’s Word to bear the fruit of faith.
➢ By His grace and love, new growth happens again and again in life and in our faith. His forgiveness
brings another chance for our love to ever bloom and grow in Christ.
➢ We prayed: Forgiving and renewing Lord, may we continue to grow and produce fruit for You until
You gather us in. In Christ. Amen.
(continued on page 4)
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LWML-NED Fall Retreat
November 3-4, 2017

The Rock Speaks
All drink the same spiritual drink.
For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them,
and the Rock was Christ.
1 Corinthians 10:4
You don’t need to be an agriculturalist to understand and grow as you study the words of Scripture.
Drawing from Cindy Steinbeck’s observations of rocks and soil, words from the Old Testament, and events in the
New Testament, this retreat will reveal how Jesus calls you into a deeper understanding of creation and salvation.

Come join your LWML-NED Sisters in Christ for a weekend of
Bible study, fellowship, singing and relaxation!
Registration Forms are available on our website at www.lwml-ned.org
Note: Hotel reservations should be made directly with the hotel. Mention booking for LWML Retreat.
Holiday Inn, Enfield, CT * 860-741-2211
Room Rate: Single, Double, Triple or Quad occupancy (including full, hot buffet breakfast + gratuity) $99+ tax
(Room Rates and Availability cannot be guaranteed after October 3, 2017.)
Friday’s program: 7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. (Registration begins at 6:00)
*** Please note: Dinner is on your own.
Saturday’s program: 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Cindy Steinbeck, a retired Director of Christian Education, has written The Vine Speaks,
Grapes of Grace and The Rock Speaks published by CPH. Her writing in these conversational
Bible Studies reflect her passion for the vineyard and the vine, soil and rocks through which
she proclaims God’s word and work to bring growth, connectedness and a deeper faith in
Christ the true vine and the cornerstone. Cindy owns and operates Steinbeck Vineyards and
Winery, a seven generation family business in Paso Robles, CA. She works with her parents,
brother and son in their various businesses.

Gifts from the Heart
Our Gifts from the Heart will benefit the Soldiers Home of Holyoke, MA. Please bring only new items from this list.
•

Non-skid Slipper Socks

•

White Cotton Hankings

•

Sweatpants and Sweatshirts (Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL only)

•

White Socks—No Elastic

•

Tee Shirts and Underwear (Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL only)
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Thoughts from a former YWR
By Sage Veino

37th Biennial Convention, Albuquerque, NM
June 22-25, 2017
Your District Delegation
President Barbara Lis will lead New England’s delegation
in Albuquerque. Zone delegates (D) and alternates (A)
will be:
Eastern: Christina Anop (D), Cheryl Dickinson (A)
Koinonia: Sharon Dever (D)
Mid-Valley: Susan Lastowski (D), Donna Madonna (A)
Mt. Laurel: Hilke Schirmer (D)
Northern: Peggy Wang (D), Jennifer Gierke (A).
Also seated at the delegates’ table will be our Young
Woman Rep, Marissa Manor, who will be deeply involved
in many other convention activities.

After the honor of being the New England District's YWR in
Portland in 2009 and the busyness of being a volunteer at the
LWML convention in Pittsburgh in 2013, I am looking forward
to this gathering in Albuquerque where I will have no formal
responsibilities!
I anticipate the excitement of once again being among several
thousand purple-wearing women (and men) committed to
serving the Lord with gladness and celebrating the ways our
little mites have made a large impact on people's lives around
the globe for 75 years. Two of my favorite parts of the
convention are the district banner and mission flag
processionals where we cheer on our district presidents and
YWRs and admire the creativity and diversity of the banners. I
foresee making instant connections with other sisters in Christ
from around the country, and I await the times when the
business sessions will be "interrupted humorously" by Katie
Luther (played by Jan Stuck).
Even if you aren't traveling to the southwest in June, I
encourage you to participate by watching the convention live
streamed or by sponsoring someone for the Tee Up 4 Mites
event or the Mission in Motion Walk. And once your friends
have returned, please ask them to share their thoughts and
photos. If they are like me, they will be overflowing with
stories to tell about this unique mountaintop experience.

Register now for the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League
Convention! Join us June 22–
25, 2017 in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. Registration forms and
more information can be found
in the 2016 Winter issue of the
Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly
and online at
www.lwml.org/2017-convention.

We can’t wait to see you there!

3 The Beacon / Winter-Spring 2017

www.LWML-NED.org

(Continued from Page 1)
Missions: We talked about our Mite Boxes and the story of the widow’s mite in Luke 21:1-4. We reviewed the LWML and
LWML-NED Mission Projects, highlighting the number of New England churches that have benefited from our ShortTerm Mission Trip Scholarship grants. We thanked God for the mite box donations and prayers of our
LWML sisters that fund these grants.
Service: We made Easter ornaments filled with (more) candy Kisses!
This paper craft idea from the LWML website was a lot of fun! The ornaments are easy to make and allow time to talk with each other, they
are pretty and make a nice gift. We made 20 ornaments and gave
them to The Bridge a new human-care ministry of Our Savior Lutheran Church. We
closed our short time together with the Lord’s Prayer.
Serving the Lord with gladness, Barb Lis
*This text is from the LWML flyer “Church Workers in Mission”

Highlights from the 2016 Fall Retreat
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring
good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation….(Isaiah 52:7)

Welcome to our First Timers!

Our Bible Study Leaders,
Pastor & Lynn Batchelder

It’s always fun to see old friends—
Delberta, Sharon & Donna !
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Jon Rossman
gave us an update
on the Gbarnga
mission in Liberia.
Our “Gifts from the
Heart” were supplies for Jon to
take with him on
his next trip.

Get ready to go to Albuquerque!
www.LWML-NED.org

Carol A. Sokofski 1945-2017
I recognize that all the gifts I have of body, mind, soul and spirit come from the
love and generosity of the Triune God: the Father who created me and provided for my needs all the days of my life; the Son, Jesus Christ my Lord, who
gave His very life in payment for my sins so that I would be free from all condemnation and live with Him eternally; the Holy Spirit who brought me to faith
and sustained me in my baptismal covenant. To God be all the glory!
CAROL A. SOKOFSKI
Carol Ann Sokofski, 71, of Bridgeport died Friday, March 3 at home. She was born April
14, 1945 in Bridgeport, CT to Arthur and Ruth Sokofski, their only child.
Carol always wanted to be a deaconess to be "able to serve God and my fellow
Christians." Carol attended Valparaiso University, and graduated in May 1968 with a
major in theology and a minor in sociology.
Carol interned as a Deaconess at a church in Bethpage, Long Island, and on her intern
report, the pastor said he was pleased, she was reversing the deaconess image in the
congregation, with her biggest challenge being maintaining order with the more
troublesome ones in a pre-confirmation class (31 boys!). Carol said, "I always feels as if I
should have something to say to them (people she is working with) or at them. But more
and more I'm realizing that I'm there to listen, and my presence can often express love and
concern more often that words."
Carol's graduate call was to Immanuel, Danville, Illinois as a parish deaconess, involved
in education, making calls and working with women's groups. Carol was active talking about the Lutheran Deaconess
Association to LWML gatherings.
Carol's life was full with LWML activities, including National committee participant, zone and district leadership.
Being a gifted writer, she was the editor of the District newspaper "The Beacon" and worked on and led District
Convention committees. She was active in her home congregation of Zion Lutheran Church, Bridgeport, CT teaching
Bible class, occasional weekday classes and working with the women's group.
She loved reading, especially Christian mystery books. Lighthouses, traveling, the LWML society/conventions/retreats
and dinner with friends brought her happiness. She loved her family and friends.

Donna Reuning 1931-2016
Donna Reuning was an LWML member from way back. In 1956, as a new bride, she
accompanied her husband, Walter Reuning, to their first congregation, Our Savior's
Lutheran Church in Palm Springs, CA. One of the first things she did was to start an
LWML group in this small, but quickly growing mission congregation.
In 1967 the Reunings moved to New England where, for 30 years, Donna happily
served and promoted the work of LWML at First Lutheran Church of Boston. During
that time Donna served two terms as Eastern Zone President, and one term each as
Vice President, Recording Secretary, and Treasurer.
She continued to be active in Zone and District affairs until the Lord took her home on
December 27, 2016. She left written instructions that memorial gifts should go to the
LWML-NED Church Worker Scholarship Fund. These donations are approaching a
total of $2000.00. Members of her family thank all who have sent gifts and greetings.
Donna was always amazed at what mission work was accomplished
through the mite box offerings of so many women over the years.
She was a happy LWML supporter for 60 years, now happily with the
Lord for eternity.
SPECIAL DONATIONS :

$1,445.00 Memorial Gifts to Church Worker Scholarship Fund in memory of Donna Reuning
$140.00 Memorial Gifts to Church Worker Scholarship Fund in memory of Carol Sokofski

$200.00 Memorial Gift to Mites in memory of Carol Sokofski.
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Eileen Nelson, sponsored in part by LWML-NED mites, shares her thoughts about her mission trip to Romania.

Thank you for the Mission Scholarship for my trip to Romania with Thrivent Worldwide Build with Habitat for
Humanity.
The Romania Big Build 2016 had to be modified due to the election of a new
mayor in Bacau who revoked the permits for building the homes. So, instead
of 800 volunteers, there were 150 and we built the puzzle pieces, the walls for
40 homes, 400 roof trusses (32 left to build), a fence around a pond, and a play
yard for the over 100 children who will live in the community once the homes
are built. The play yard was opened on Saturday, October 8. Once the
permits are granted another team will come in and construct the homes,
hopefully within 6 months.
This trip was a wonderful experience with hard
work, relationship building and witnessing God’s
Hammering roof trusses!
handiwork. We had good weather, only one
morning with a little rain, rest was sunny and in the high 50’s low 60’s, perfect
building weather. We built relationships with volunteers from the US, Canada,
Great Britain, Northern Ireland, and Romania. Other volunteers were the
families receiving the homes, High School and College volunteers who helped
as translators, served the meals, and helped build along with us, and the
Habitat Romania staff who were there every day.
I was able to develop a close
relationship with a few families.
I was in a group that visited the
current housing of one family.
There are 4 members of the
family and they live in one
Roof trusses are stacked for
room, plus have a tiny kitchen
storage.
(the size of the bathroom in my
one bedroom apartment). All four
share one bed and share a bathroom and shower with 16
other people. Marius, the father, was diagnosed and had
surgery for cancer and is having treatment. He may not be
alive to move into their new home, but despite this he is
Happy crew!
grateful that he will be receiving a home that his children may
have a bedroom of their own. Marius was at the work site every day putting in his sweat equity hours
cleaning the area that was used for breaks and lunches. The family needs to put in 1000 hours of sweat
equity.

Another recipient of a home is Liliana, a single mother with two sons. She must put in 500 hours of sweat
equity. She was there each day, working on the walls for the homes.
Despite the delay, the families are still filled with hope. I would like to encourage everyone to add these
families to their prayers each day, that the government will work with Habitat Romania to get the permits so
the homes will be built in the Spring of 2017.
God Blessings,
Eileen Nelson

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
To apply for a Short-Term Mission Trip Scholarship, go to http://lwml-ned.org/
gospel-outreach/ for the application forms.
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Jon Rossman, sponsored in part my LWML-NED mites and Gifts from the Heart, recently traveled to Liberia
and the Gbarnga Mission. Below are excerpts from his blog. To find out
more, go to www.gbarngamission.org.
March 2, 2017
Way back on December 22nd, Leon, Donna and I packed up 14 boxes
of books, backpacks, and other school supplies (mostly the result of
donations from LWML women) and shipped them to Monrovia at the
Liberian Shipping Company in Providence, RI. My fingers have been
tightly crossed for about 10 weeks hoping they would 1) simply arrive in
Monrovia, 2) be in one piece and not wet, crushed or otherwise
Our boxes arrived!
mutilated en-route, and 3) be at the shipper’s warehouse when I arrived
for this trip. The only “tracking number” I had was the cell phone for “Romeo” who managed the shipments at
the warehouse in Iron Factory (past the port of Monrovia). To my surprise after texting him last night, he
replied with a phone call to say the boxes were here and I could pick them up from 9-5 today. During our
errands, John and I pulled in and waiting about 15 feet in from the steel doors were our 14 boxes (easily
identified by the bright pink duct tape). In a matter of minutes and a signature we were on our way. Couldn’t
have been easier and at the discounted “school building in Liberia” rate of just $15/box it’s hard to beat that
bargain.
March 6, 2017
It has finally arrived…hard to believe it’s the first day
of school!
Children and parents began arriving around 7:30 this
morning. Eventually a core group assembled and
Sumo began his welcome and opening
announcements. I didn’t get a final headcount but
there were about 50 students on the list and the
First Day of School!
number keeps rising as more registrations trickle in.
Sumo expects this to happen throughout the week. The new students were introduced to some of the staff,
discussed general rules and behavior, and explored the bathrooms with some using it for the first time.
Uniforms are being made by a tailor in Gbarnga but as of yet, not all students have been measured. We’ve
also had a bit of a scheduling issue with the carpenter making the school furniture – they’re not done! I visited
them today and it still looks like a lot of work left to do so I helped them prioritize which furnishings need to be
completed first. We’ll get there eventually.
March 26, 2017
One of the joys of living “on campus” is being steps away from a stream
of children walking to class each morning. Occasionally a group of 5 or
6 will stop at the guesthouse to greet me (I’ve learned to keep the door
locked since there are few privacy boundaries). Late Friday morning I
was attacked on the school porch by a crowd of cute ABC kids yelling,
“Uncle Jon, Uncle Jon!”…this is the kind of crowd control I like!
Uncle Jon, Uncle Jon!
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FROM THE TREASURER
“I will lift up my eyes to the hills-from whence comes my help? My help
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:1-2)

The Lord’s blessing in total mites collected for the 2016-2018 Mission
Goal of ($64,000.00) is $ 30,594.82, as of March 31, 2017. (This includes
the very generous Retreat Mission Goal Offerings of $2580.07.)
Our NED Mission projects of that amount (65%) = $17,878.75
That means:

Mission Project #1 Short Term Mission Scholarships ($6,000.00) -PAID IN FULL.
Mission Project #2 Central Food Ministry: Delivery Truck ($5,000.00) - PAID IN FULL
Mission Project #3 Gospel Hands VBS for Deaf Children ($3,000.00) - PAID IN FULL
Mission Project # 4a Church Worker Scholarships has $5886.64 toward goal of $7,000.00
Special Donation
$12.45 from AmazonSmile to Church Worker Scholarship Fund.
See our website at www.lwml-ned.org/2016-18 Mission Goals and Grants for information about using
AmazonSmile.

“Let all who take refuge in YOU be glad; Let them ever sing for JOY” (Psalm 5:11)

Shirley Schindler, Treasurer

MOUNTAIN LAUREL ZONE SPRING RALLY
May 6th
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
1055 Randolph Rd,
Middletown, CT 06457

NORTHERN ZONE SPRING RALLY
Saturday, May 20, 2017
Community Lutheran Church
1560 Williston Rd.
South Burlington, VT 05430

EASTERN ZONE SPRING RALLY
Sunday, May 7, 2017
Trinity Lutheran Church
1195 Centre Street
West Roxbury, MA 02134
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