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IN THIS BUSY, HIGH TECH, OVER-INVOLVED WORLD . . . IT’S HARD TO FEEL CONNECTED!
This Fall … Sisters in Christ … we have an opportunity to gather together in celebration! Led by Dr. Mary
Hilgendorf … we will Celebrate God’s Words of encouragement for women. His Words for women in Bible
times are just as timely for women today as we face the challenges of the 21st Century. We unite across
the ages with our sisters in Bible times and with one another as faithful followers of Jesus for the one purpose that all may know the mysteries of Christ.

We are all invited: Women’s Retreat: Nov. 1-2, 2013
Theme: Encouraged in Heart / United in Love
Colossians 2:2-3 . . . I want you woven into a tapestry of love, in touch with everything there is
to know of God. Then you will have minds confident and at rest, focused on Christ, God’s great
mystery. All the richest treasures of wisdom and knowledge are embedded in that mystery and
nowhere else. And we’ve been shown the mystery! [The Message translation]

Be sure to Bring your Bible!!!
Our Leader: Dr. Mary Hilgendorf
Dr. Mary Hilgendorf is Professor Emeritus and Ambassador to the Women’s Leadership Institute at Concordia University Wisconsin. Mary and her husband Duane have retired recently and reside in Florida. They
have one son and daughter-in-law, one daughter and son-in-law, three toddler grandchildren, and one labradoodle puppy. Mary is a frequent speaker at women’s conferences and educational seminars. She is very
enthusiastic about providing educational opportunities for women to grow in their unique gifts of leadership.
All women are welcome and encouraged to join us.

How blessed is God! And what a blessing he is! He’s the Father of our Master,
Jesus Christ, and takes us to the high places of blessing in him. Long before he
laid down earth’s foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be
made whole and holy by his love. Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his family through
Jesus Christ. (What pleasure he took in planning this!) He wanted us to enter into the celebration
of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his beloved Son. [Ephesians 1:3-6 The Message]
The registration form is on page 2 of the Beacon and is available online at www.lwml-ned.org
For more information and/or concerns, call Barb Giger (508)947-8813 – email: barb.giger@hotmail.com
or Ruth Scheumann (603) 493-3164 – email: ruthpc@comcast.net
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The President’s Page
Dear Sisters,
As I reflect on the Pittsburgh LWML Convention, my thoughts are “Praise God!”
I praise Him for all of you! I can’t be more proud of the work that was done in His name by the ladies
and men from the New England District. I heard from both the LWML Board of Directors as well as
people attending the convention from other districts that they had a wonderful convention and they were
thanking you. One member of the board stopped me before I left and was saying everything ran sooo
smoothly. She stated, “I know there were probably problems, there always are, but none of us knew
about them. We just saw smiling faces. The ladies from your districts just handled everything with
grace and a smile…joyfully serving the Lord.”
 Praise the LORD! I will thank the LORD with all my heart as I meet with his godly people.
Psalm 111:1 (New Living Translation))

I praise Him for the work of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League! Our new national mission goal
is $1,830,000 which is needed to fund 18 new mission projects. I wonder, in praise and amazement,
how many countries in which we will have missionaries…how many lives will be impacted by these
acts of mercy…how many people will come to know the love of Christ. I am always awed by how God
is working through so many women in the New England District, utilizing us to help support and encourage this mission work, both nationally and district wide, as well as, to demonstrate the love of
Christ. You ladies rock! (Did you know that the national mission goal is directly linked to all 40 of the
district mission goals? If all our 40 district mission goals are met, then the national goal is met!)
 Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done.
1 Chronicles 16:8 (NIV)

I praise Him and honor Him with thanksgiving. His plans are always perfect! It was His convention,
and all glory and honor are to Him! We are blessed by Him, and He works through us to bless others.
The district presidents were asked to think of one word to describe or characterize our district. (These
words were going on a square that was made from the left over convention scarf fabric. When these
squares were combined with all the other districts, it would make up a thank you quilt for President, Kay
Kreklau. This quilt was given to President Kay just before the start of convention. One of the women
shared that at the convention President Kay used the quilt as she napped for a few minutes. How wonderful to be wrapped in such wonderful words describing or characterizing the amazing women from our
districts.) Some of the words that were placed on the quilt were JOYFUL, PRAISE, WISDOM, ENCOURAGEMENT, MERCY, SINGING, SERVICE, HOSPITALITY, KINDNESS, GLADNESS,
SHARING, and JOY. The LWML New England District’s word on the quilt is THANKSGIVING.
 I will praise God’s name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving.
Psalm 69:30 (NIV)

Thank you, thank you, for assisting with both the pre-convention and convention work! You
are awesome! And I can’t wait to see what God has planned for you! His plans are always
perfect!
Joyfully serving the Lord,
Leslie Colligan
President, LWML New England District
www.LWML-NED.org
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Hey, Pittsburgh!
Meet New England!!
Among the 3,167 attending the LWML national convention in
Pittsburgh were 74 women and men from New England. Of
those, 64 were registered as volunteer workers, but everyone
had a hand in Serving the Lord with Gladness in Pittsburgh!
On these pages, see New Englanders in action! And there’s a
lot to see and tell!!!

There’s much to do before sessions begin!

Koinonia Zone delegate,
Carol Sanger (r), registers for
her delegate’s credentials.

Pittsburgh issued a hearty welcome
to the LWML with a large banner
hanging from the convention center.

Nancy Lutz
(in back)
waits for
choir practice
to begin.

Dottie Simonides (in
circle) waits in line to
sign up for a Servant
Event.

New England District’s Voting Delegation
Among other items, our delegates voted for the mission goal,
mission projects and candidates for election — all with a
phone-sized hand-held wireless voting device!
(back row left to right)

Sherry Dickinson (Eastern Zone)
Leslie Colligan (President)
Gail Smuda (Mid-Valley Zone)
Betsy Gorneau (Northern Zone)
(front row left to right)

Dottie Simonides (Mt. Lauren Zone)
Carol Sanger (Koinonia Zone)
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Opening Worship Session
As one of six Host Committee district
presidents, Leslie Colligan extended words
of welcome to the convention body.
Later the 40 district presidents who each
brought water from her district poured it into
the convention’s theme fountain:
“Quenched! by the Water”
The fountain was the central focus
of every convention session.

More work to be done:

I’ve never been to an LWML Convention before,
so wasn’t quite sure what to expect. I heard it
described as: “Awesome”, “Refreshing” and
“WOW” (which, as a “newbie”, assumed stood
for “Women of the Word”). It was all of that and
more.
The greatest part of the convention for me was
worshiping our Lord in the largest congregation
I’ve ever been blessed to be part of. There were more than 3,000
women (with a few of us guys thrown in) singing with full voices,
praying with confident hope and hearing the pure Word of Law and
Gospel proclaimed. It was a little bit of Heaven on Earth.
The theme “Quenched by the Water!” not only spoke about the
Lord’s conversation with the woman at the well but also the Lord
speaking to us through the waters of Baptism. In the front of the
hall there was a larger-than-life pitcher of water endlessly flooding
into a bowl to remind us of the boundless grace that is poured out
on us daily.

Carol Friedman (front) “works the
doors” checking badges with volunteers from sister host districts.

The best part was being able to serve Holy Communion with my
fellow pastors. It wasn’t the 5,000 fed with bread and fishes – but
more than 3,000 fed with His Body and Blood. I was humbled to
say the least – yet filled with joy.
On a humorous note: having the women commandeer all the bathrooms in that particular wing of the convention hall, (including the
men’s) I now understand what my wife experiences whenever we
attend public gatherings! Even this didn’t lessen the awesome refreshment of the “WOW – LWML” gathering! I hope to receive
another invitation to attend.

More New England volunteers
pose before the convention theme
banner: (l-r)
Kathy Schnitger, Cindy Zattich,
and Erika Wainwright

www.LWML-NED.org

Praise the Lord who quenches every thirst!
Phil Alexander, NED LWML Jr. Counselor
Convention remembrances continue on pages 6 & 7
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Before arriving at the Pittsburgh convention, I had experienced several different emotions, but
only a few really stuck out. I was hopeful and thought maybe God wants me at this convention
as a way to show me a possible door that could open and as a way for me to grow closer to Him
and to serve. I was also somewhat nervous because I knew that at this convention I would have
a special role to play and did not know how everything would work out. Luckily, I had reassurance and encouragement from current LWML ladies of the New England District and friends
from my home church. They knew it was going to be a great experience.
Once I arrived at the convention, I was in awe at how many women were there—not only those participating from their districts, but thousands from all over. They all had a common goal: to hear God’s
truth. I was also excited to see these women at work and coming together for a cause that has had such
an impact on caring for and ministering to people all over the world. I never knew how much these
LWML women actually do, and I am still amazed by the incredible generosity and hard work that goes
into preparing and planning for one of these conventions.
For me, being a part of the activities was a wonderful experience. I was able to help assemble care items
for the needy as well as make sock puppets with the other YWRs for sick children. I love doing that
kind of stuff! I also really enjoyed the speakers and MITES tell us about how God provides for us and
how He draws us closer to Him. Some of my favorite speakers were Dr. Dien Ashley Taylor, Rev. Dr.
Victor Belton, Donna Pyle, Maggie Karner, and Mia Koehne. The pastors and Bible study leader
preached about our theme key passage from John 4. They talked about God’s living water that He gives
to us and how it is a gift to all those who will receive it. Hearing these words brought me joy in knowing that I may never thirst because God’s Word is our living water. One speaker in particular whose
story inspired and touched me was Mia Koehne. She was a broken woman who didn’t really know God
nor had a desire to. It wasn’t until her life fell apart and hit rock bottom that she realized just how much
she needed Christ. Today she has been completely transformed and is now seeking a life honoring God
through her talents and spiritual gifts.
As YWR, I was also involved in the actual meetings where I had the opportunity to see the district delegates vote on some of the important decisions such as mission grants and new officers. This was a real
treat seeing the organizations that were being considered for grants and the generous amount needed. I also walked in several processionals, one being with district
president, Leslie Colligan. At these processionals, all of the woman that were participating in the convention (including the districts) were at these meetings. It was
exciting to see just how many women were in support of our cause and admired
what the LWML is doing for Christ’s Kingdom.
All in all, my experience as an YWR was truly memorable and incredible. I had
the opportunity to hear about current MITES projects, Christian speakers, be involved in the actual convention through activities and with my district, and share
experiences with fellow YWRs. I think LWML is an incredible organization, and President Leslie and YWR
Christine prepare for the
I hope it continues to flourish and seek to do God’s will through reaching out to
traditional
district banner
others
procession.
Christine Volkov, NED YWR

Dinner’s over,
so it’s back to
work for Peggy
Ruhnke, Sharon
Dever and
Dorothy Weise.

www.LWML-NED.org

Maria Ruiz, Sherry
Dickinson, and Erika
Wainwright complete
the Mission in Motion
walk contributing to the
amazing total raised —

$69,554.60
Summer-Fall 2013 / The Beacon
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The work continues...

In the exhibition hall,
Ruth Scheumann demonstrates how it’s done
as she works the Photo
Op booth.

Enjoying the Block Party

Janice Mathieu, Food Service
Committee Chairman, discusses
food plans with Sylvia Johnson,
Guest Services Coordinator.

Jennifer Dorantes, Ellen Gillon,
Tammy Pagan and Sharon Schmidt
wait for the call to assemble for the
workers’ official photo.

The official
workers’
photo is
posted on
the website.

Donna Madonna
(left) joins the
crowd while below
Betsy Gorneau,
Alma Sohl and
Juanita Bok show
off their sparkling
rings.

Barb and Bob Giger
pose for a picture on
their way to the next
assignment.

Ruth Sokofski (l) received congratulations
and was the object of photos for being
New England’s oldest worker. She turned
93 nine days after the convention ended.

Greetings from former New
Englanders —
Marcia Beineke (l), past
President now living in Wisconsin, and Sharon Roegge
(r) former Treasurer now in
Pennsylvania send their
regards to the LWML-NED.

Betsy Gorneau and Joe and
Leslie Colligan enjoy the
festivities.

Post-Convention Thoughts from Sherry Dickinson, Eastern Zone Delegate
I would like to share a few thoughts on the LWML Pittsburg Convention "Quenched by the Water."
I was truly inspired by so many things such as worshiping and having communion with thousands of other Lutherans.
That will always be special. I really admire the people who attended the convention that needed assistance due to confinement in a wheelchair or walker. They are very dedicated people.
All the speakers were inspiring, encouraging us to go into the world and spread God's word. "We go where people are
not willing to go to spread God's word" [Donna Pyle]. The mission speakers always amazed me when they told us how
those little mite boxes can help so many people. It's simply wonderful.
I would like to end with two things that moved me personally. Maggie Karner said "You don't have to be
a quencher, you get to be a quencher." That one really makes you think. The last thing, on Sunday, that
was very touching to me was the Cardboard Thanksgivings. I could really connect with two of the people
who held the signs because I battle with worry and anxiety too; so these were helpful to me: "Worrying
about the future - God has your life in His hands!" and "Weighed down by worry - Lifted up by Christ!"
I pray that you will be quenched by the water and "Serve the Lord with gladness." Psalm 100:2

www.LWML-NED.org
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Around the
Mid-Valley Zone
The women of the Mid-Valley Zone gathered at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in New Hartford, CT on Sunday, April 7, 2013. Vicar Kevin Mongeau spoke about St. Paul’s Hands of
Grace, a community outreach program to people experiencing a temporary financial crisis
by providing food, clothing and household items. A dedicated group of volunteers runs the
program. Having outgrown the original space, a recent move to a larger building will enable them to expand the services offered to meet the spiritual and
physical needs of the community. Vicar Mongeau thanked the
women of LWML-NED for the Mission Grant which provided
funds for the Hands of Grace sign. After the presentation, attendees visited the facility.
Gail Smuda, President, Mid-Valley Zone

Koinonia Zone
Raquel Rojas, deaconess at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Bronx, NY (Pastor Dien Ashley
Taylor’s congregation) addressed the women of the Koinonia Zone at their Spring Gathering
held April 14, 2013 at Holy Cross-Trumbull, CT. She addressed the theme, “The Presence of
Christ in the World” sharing not only her ministry within the congregation but also her work
with a group going to Washington DC to advocate for immigration reform on Capitol Hill.
The Zone will hold its Fall Gathering on Saturday, October 5, 2013 at Trinity Lutheran Church,
265 Seaside Ave, Stamford, CT beginning with Registration at 10:00 am. The topic will be a Bible study
entitled “Always a Child of God” and will be led by Pastor Jack Breznen.

Treasurer, Donna Gruel reports that as of July 12, 2013
we have raised $32,505.82 toward the Mission Goal.
We are now working on adding to the $1,578.72 already
raised for project 4b Immanuel Lutheran School.

2010-2012 LWML NED Mission Grant Memorials
Cindy Schachter (Easthampton, MA) in loving memory of Leonard Morgan, father of Doreen Wiese
Pat Martin, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Providence, RI writes:
“I am sending a check for Mites in the amount of $147 from Helen Spink a member of the Ruth
Guild. When her husband died recently, she went through his top dresser drawer and found silver
coins he had collected.” Mrs. Spink sent the money toward the Mission Goal.
Special thank you to James Shuttleworth, Thrivent Wealth Advisor, who generously donated 4 boxes of pew
pencils that were needed to assist the workers at the LWML Pittsburgh Convention.
The New England District LWML has enrolled in a program through Lutheran Church Extension Fund where an
individual can donate to our district Mite program electronically. Currently we have two individuals who have
signed up in this program. If you would like more information please contact Donna Gruel, NED Treasurer at
1457 Providence Lake Road, Effingham, NH 03882. Email: treasurer@lwml-ned.org

www.LWML-NED.org
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