The Beacon Winter/Spring 2025

The New England District Lutheran Women in Mission Newsletter

Itis the time of year when the light green
grass sprouts peek their way up through the rain-
soaked soil. And the daffodils seem to be growing
an inch each day. The tree buds are poking out at
the end of each twig and my Mother would bring in
springtime each year by announcing “The Lord is on His throne, allis right with the world”.

The President’s Page

Now we know, all is not right with the world — but that is because of the sinful nature of man. In
amongst the challenges of this trying world, we can still love the earth our God created for us. Nothing
is more beautiful than the sparkling ocean on a sunny day. Or the baby bunnies hopping along a
wooded trail. Or seeing your children playing baseballin the back yard. Yes, God gives us the
opportunity to have peaceful moments while enjoying His nature. Be certain to take time to enjoy what
God has put before us. Take time to ‘smell the roses’ and be refreshed by God’s nature.

Smellthe springtime as the buds pop out
Praise the Lord as we sing and shout
Rise up and take a walk in the park
Instillin your mind, the song of the lark
Note the beauty of the world God gave

Gifts along with the Son who died to save.

In Christian Fellowship,ﬂ%ﬂe

Dr. June Rae Merwin, LWML-NED President
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The Lutheran Women in Mission of the Northern Zone
Invite you to attend the
2026 LWML New England District Convention

April 17-18, 2026
Devens Common Center and Springhill Suites, Devens, MA

3 \\\
For you created\my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's
womb. | praise yzL because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your

|
works are 7‘>nderful, I know that full well. (P$alm 139:13-14)

We encourage you to save the date in your calendars. We look forward to spending time
together in song, worship, Bible Study, devotions, fellowship, and conducting the business
needed to continue the mission and ministry of the LWML-NED.

7 Save the Date!

% LWML-NED FALL RETREAT

\'I November 7-8, 2025
Hilton Garden Inn, Worcester, MA

More information coming soon!

Questions: email: christianlife@Ilwml-ned.org.

[

EA

RETh

Guest speaker is Rev. Dr. Dien Ashley Taylor , who currently serves as President of
the Atlantic District of the LCMS. He holds degrees from Concordia College in
Bronxville, New York, Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, and Fordham University
(PhD, religious education). His interests include religion, theology, liturgy, music,
history, art, writing, literature, psychology, philosophy, sociology, astronomy,
catechesis, and education. He has lectured and presented in Lutheran, Christian,
ecumenical and civic contexts, and has taught religion for students from nursery
school through the college level. He has assisted congregations in parish and
school revitalization efforts, increasing opportunities for children, youth, adults
and seniors to learn for the sake of serving others in need.
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VISITING YOU!!!

Dear Sisters in Christ:

Thank you to those societies that have invited me to join a meeting 'I'

or gathering at your churches. | was thrilled to participate with your

individual activity. If time permitted, | offered a slide presentation 0

capturing the history of LWML. | am still looking forward to visiting New England District

more LWML-NED activities. | hope to visit as many spring rallies as
possible.

As a result of one of these meetings which | attended, | have just received an application for the
forming of a new society: St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Providence, RIl. PRAISE THE LORD!
They are part of the Eastern Zone and have already been invited to the Eastern Spring Rally.

So those societies that would like me to visit but haven’t invited me as yet, please do so. I’m ready and
willing. I hope to see many of you at your zone spring rally. Until then,

In Christian Fellowship,

NN d@ Sﬂf fu%TfW? June
/6\((((,66(/ CIJ,C%/ @1 }/()/ J\J Dr. June Rae Merwin, LWML NED President

860-581-0379 june.merwin@gmail.com

1 Thessalonians 5:m

ORGANIZATIONAL RESOURCE DEPARTMENT

MEMBERSHIP FUN FACTS ( ; I_W/\A I_

New England District
Did you know the NED LWML consists of:

Organizational Resources

(as of December, 2024)

¢ Number of Zones: 5

¢ Number of (active) Units (societies, circles, groups, etc.): 36
e Estimated Membership: 337

¢ Number of District Events (conventions, retreats, rallies, servant events) 22

The Organizational Resource Department is responsible for keeping an accurate
account of the district’s membership. Each year we fill out the Eligible Delegates
Form which determines the number of delegates NED can send to the national convention and
LWML District Statistics Report which reports our district information in the convention booklet.
Thank you to Zone Presidents for your assistance in this record keeping.

If | can be of assistance in anyway, please feel free to contact me at:
o Cls each has received a gift, ube it to setue on
Eervmg \I;Ivlm with gladness, theh, ab | 5t : afgad’é ed
oreen Wiese
ghace.

Vice President, Organizational Resources
(1Peter 4:10)

OrganizationalResources@lwml-ned.org.
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

by Rev. Volker Heide, Senior Counselor

“DO NOT WORRY SO MUCHY"

Our Lord Jesus says, “Do not be anxious. Do not worry so much and say, ‘What
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ Your heavenly
Father knows you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all this will be added to you.”

“Notice again how Christ says, “Your heavenly Father knows what you need.” You may think that you are all
alone and no one understands what you are going through. But God knows. He knows exactly what you’re
facing in your life today. He understands your situation completely.

God knows what you need. He knows you need help and deliverance. He knows you need forgiveness and
spiritual renewal. He knows you need his help. He knows you need Jesus. That’s why the Father sent his Son
into our world.

The Son of God becomes flesh and blood, just like us. He knew exactly what it was like to need food and
drink, clothing and shelter. Jesus lived our life. He got hungry and thirsty; he was tired and exhausted. He had
to sleep and eat, just like everyone else. And he faced all the problems we face.

In fact, he carries all of our burdens and troubles and heartaches. He carries all of our guilt and regrets, all of
our sins and mistakes, all of our failures and defeats - and he takes all of that to the cross. The Lord Jesus
Christ dies for you on that cross. He puts to rest all of your deepest worries so that you might enjoy his
blessing and rest. “Come unto me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.”

Our heavenly Father richly provides for us. He provides the cross and resurrection of his Son. He provides
forgiveness, life and salvation. He provides Baptism and Holy Communion and prayer. He gives to us
everything we need so that we might be a part of his kingdom forever. Therefore, rest easy in God’s grace. Put
your worries aside and trustin Jesus. Amen!

Pastor Volker Heide

Why settle for lemonade when you can rejoice in God’s grace?

A brand new Lutheran Women in Mission devotion booklet is available. Written by Aretta
Gordish, these devotions cover a myriad of situations where life throws a lemon, but God

iv‘ provides grace. Whether it’s health problems, family issues, or a need for direction, our
od g ,..'tacc

N A loving Father lavishes His love and grace upon us.

MV e \M-INNsl [hisbookletof 20 devotions makes a perfect gift for anyone who is going through a
WORLD particularly difficult time. It covers subjects such as bitterness, using our gifts, feelings of
Q722 by avetta coraisn despair— and many more! You might consider supplying your pastor with several copies
that he can distribute when visiting the sick or homebound.

Aretta Gordish is the wife of Rev. Timothy Gordish, a retired LCMS pastor. In 2016, Aretta
was diagnosed with multiple brain and spinal cord tumors caused by a rare genetic
disorder. At that time, she began writing to find hope and comfort in her lemon-filled life.
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-|_ Let your ljght shine before others, so that they may
( O ) | W M | see your good works and give glory to your Father

£ o, who s in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)
New England District

Women in Mission—Zones in Action

The Eastern Zone invites you to spend an afternoon Growing in God’s Grace, Saturday, April 26™, 2025,
starting at noon at Our Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, Smithfield, RI. For questions, please
call 985-237-2439 or email Nancy Stinnett, aastinnett@hotmail.com. Please RSVP by April 21.

The Koinonia Zone encourages you to watch the Pass It On for information about their Spring Rally.
Please contact Zone President, Sue Dow, if you have any questions: KoinoniaZone@lwml-ned.org

The Mid-Valley Zone encourages you to watch the Pass It On for information about their Spring Rally.
Please contact Mid-Valley President Vickie Bohn, if you have any questions: Mid-ValleyZone@lwml-

ned.org

The Mountain Laurel Zone will gather Saturday morning April 26" at Christ Lutheran Church, Niantic
CT with the theme "Blessed are they..." (Matthew 5:1-12). Contact Zone Vice President, Barbara Lis,
with any questions: MTLaurelZone@lwml-ned.org

The Northern Zone will have the Spring Rally on Saturday, April 26" at Messiah Lutheran Church in
Fitchburg, MA, from 9am-2:30pm. The theme is Growing in God’s Grace. A Diaper Drive will be held for
Care Net Pregnancy Resource Center of Fitchburg, MA. Register by March 20, 2025.

The Beatitudes are some of the most beloved
words of Jesus. In them, Jesus highlights people in
various situations of life, situations that are not
always easy to endure — or even envision — as a
child of God. Yet, our Lord calls the people in each
condition “blessed” and assures each of them of
their place in the kingdom of heaven. As you hear
the precious Beatitudes from our Lord and pray for
people in the various stages of life, may you indeed
be blessed and encouraged in your life of faith. May
your mind be drawn to the work of Christ, His life,
and His death and resurrection which bless you each day until He brings you home to the
kingdom of heaven forever.

Lutheran Women in Mission

& PRAYER SERVICE 2025

Matthew 5:1-12

The 2025 LWML Prayer Service is designed to be used at any time by large or small groups. This
prayer service is copyrighted by the Lutheran Women's Missionary League. The use of this
prayer service outside of LWML events requires permission from the LWML and other
copyright holders.

The Prayer Service is written by the Rev. Brian Noack. He currently serves as pastor of Saint
John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sayville, NY. He also serves as the LWML — Atlantic
District Senior Pastoral Counselor and Pastoral Counselor of the Suffolk Zone. Rev. Noack was a
past national Pastoral Counselor from 2019-2023. He and his wife Kristin have been married for
over 25 years, and have been blessed with a daughter, Abigail.
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_T_
@ LWN\ L What is Gospel Outreach?

The purpose of the Gospel Outreach Committee is to engage,

Gospel Outreach encourage, and equip women to share their faith in Jesus Christ,

their loving Savior, with people of their communities and the

world. As in the LWML logo, the drop represents the blood of Christ. The ripples symbolize how we can

extend the love of Christ to others by sharing the Gospel message with them. ‘Go home to your friends
and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how He has had mercy on you.’ [Mark 5:19]

As the church and LWML members, Outreach is our collective effort
through ministries, services, events and other activities through which we
invite and include others into Word and Sacrament ministry.

What Does This Mean? < , )

God wants us to be ourselves when sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ

with others. He has chosen us and given us the privilege of sharing that joy GOSpel
and excitement of our faith with others. Being a Christian is a blessing, O h
and the joy of Jesus in our lives should be evident to everyone. utreac

Outreach is to speak of Jesus with the people in our everyday lives who are our friends, co-workers,
neighbors, family members, etc.

How can our MITES support your local community ministry projects?

New England District Mission Grants, Short Term Mission Scholarships and Church Worker
Scholarships are funded by our Mite Box offerings. The Gospel Outreach Committee seeks, accepts,
evaluates, and forwards Mission Grant requests for selection by the Convention Delegates for each
biennium. The deadline for Mission Grant applications to be presented at the LWML New England
District Convention, April 2026 must be received on or before September 30, 2025. Visit LWML-
NED.org. for all applications under Gospel Outreach and under Home: Forms. So, how can our mites
support your local community ministry projects?

Oh, the abundant opportunities God sends!
Ruth Scheumann
Vice President, Gospel Outreach

ruthpc@comcast.net

Mission Grant Proposals and Scholarship Applications

Proposals for 2026-2028 Mission Grants are now being accepted. The deadline for proposals is
September 30, 2025. Application and instructions are available at LWML-NED 2026-2028 Mission
Grant Application

Applications for Short Term Mission Trip Scholarships can be submitted anytime. Information and
applications can be found here: LWML-NED-Short-Term-Mission-Scholarship-Application

Applications for Church Worker Scholarships for the 2025-2026 school year are Due August 1, 2025.
Information and the application can be found here: Church Worker Scholarship Application
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New England District

A Note from Your Treasurer .

Dear friends, m
7By,

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as Treasurer.

You may recall that Susan Lastowski held this position for 6 years
because we didn’t have a candidate for Treasurer at the 2022
convention. She graciously agreed to continue the duties beyond
her 4-year term.

For almost 2 years, | wondered whether this was a job | could do. | had recently retired from work and
was in reasonably good health and seemed to have the time and the ability — at least, | love working
with spreadsheets!

After much prayer and consideration, | felt like God was telling me this was the time to step up. | told
President Sharon, that I’d be willing to be Treasurer if she had no other candidate. The Board accepted
my offer, and | started last May. | hoped that my work would be a blessing for the LWML. But, as it
turns out, God is using this time to help me.

| am so blessed to receive your Mite Donations and Memorial Donations. | am truly overwhelmed at
your consistent generosity. | am blessed to send funding to our Mission Projects recipients, totaling
more than $25,000 so far this biennium.

| am humbled that | am merely keeping track while you are doing the work of sharing the Gospelin
your churches and schools. You are reminding your congregations about LWML Mite Boxes and their
purpose. Whether you are part of an LWML group at your church, or the only one who collects Mites,
you are regularly remitting checks for every penny collected. Some feel called to donate personally —
every single month! Yes, I’m blessed to witness your generous hearts.

Here are fun facts: As of January 2025, we were 10 months into the 24-month biennium, 42%
expended. But we were at 46% of our Mission Goal -- one full month ahead of budget! By the time you
read this, our February mite donations will have fully funded projects 6a Concordia Seminiary Ft.
Wayne Food Co-op for $2000 and 6b Bethel Oromo LCMS for $5000. The next projects are 7a, 7b
and 7c totaling $11,500. Can we fund those before June? Oh yes, it’s possible!

All thanks and praise to God!

Send mites to:

Barbara Lis LWML New England District
1 Attn: Barbara Lis

Treasurer
Treasurer

PO Box 932
Niantic, CT 06357
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Meet Qun Young Weman Representatinve
l,] g".,..l

We are pleased to announce that Nursen Ogutveren from the Lutheran Church
of Madison in Madison, CT, will be the Young Woman Representative for the New England District to
the LWML National Convention in Omaha, NE, this coming June. Recently, she shared some thoughts
about being YWR and going to convention,

I’m honored to serve as a Young Woman Representative for the New England District and am looking
forward to the LWML Convention in Omaha with great anticipation.

When | attended our local convention, | was in the midst of personal difficulties, and the theme of
Songs in the Night resonated deeply with me. Hearing the stories of the women around me—of the
hymns that carried them through trials—gave me strength and a sense of connectedness that
sustained me through the months that followed. Inspired by their generosity and faith, | began to seek
new ways to use my gifts to uplift others. | found myself turning to Lutheran hymns, not only
memorizing and singing them to myself but also recording them and sharing them with friends and
community members. A dear friend who lost her mother found solace in Be Still My Soul, another—
struggling through the exhaustion of early pregnancy—drew strength from Entrust Your Days and
Burdens, and | relied on music to help my four-year-old son find bravery in Christ as he adjusted to
preschool and time away from me.

Now, | find myself in a much different season of life—one filled with more joy, more responsibility,
more connection, and more voice. As | attend the national convention, | look forward to hearing the
stories of other women, learning from our speakers, and connecting more deeply with the inspiring
women of LWML. | hope to make new friendships across the nation, to share in the joy of our shared
mission, and to discover even more ways to connect those around me to the ultimate source of
strength and comfort in Christ.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my
excitement for this journey!

Nursen

Young Women

Nursen Ogiitveren, Megan Hollrah, Sage Veino, Stephanie Schultz

At the LWML-NED Convention in April 2024
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

41st Biennial Convention

June 26-29, 2025
CHI Health Center * Omaha, Nebraska

N GOD

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord

and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both

now and to the day of eternity. Amen (2 Peter 3:18) 2 PETER 318

Registration for the 2025 LWML Convention opens on March 1! At midnight on March 1, 2025, you will
receive an email with a link to the registration website. By being among the first to register, you will
receive a discount (saving you $50!) and have priority in choosing your convention schedule.
Registering early also allows you more time to plan your travel. All attendees must register online for
the convention. If you are having trouble, reach out to someone in your LWML group. This will allow
them to be of service, fulfilling a key part of our mission!

Zone Delegates: Please pray for the Holy Spirit to lead and guide our Zone Delegates as they vote for
national mission grants for the coming biennium and choose new officers.

e Eastern Zone—Christina Anop, Lutheran Church of the Way, Raynham, MA

e Koinonia Zone—TBD

e Mid-Valley Zone—Mary Anne Hansen, St. Paul's Lutheran Church in New Hartford, CT.
e Mountain Laurel Zone—Janine Fagan from Zion Lutheran Church, Wallingford, CT.

e Northern Zone—Kathy Schnitger, Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA

Gifts From the Heart is getting a Makeover for Omaha!

The days of packing and hauling boxes across the country are over! LWML will be
utilizing Amazon Wish Lists for this years recipients.

e Shop online and ship directly to our recipients in the months before the con-
vention.

e Selectitems from an Amazon Wish List of each recipient’s top needs.

e Usethe online link found on the LWML webpage.

e Shopindividually or make it a group event.

Three ministries have been selected as Gifts From the Heart recipients for the 2025 LWML Convention
in Omaha.

e Camp Luther of Nebraska

e Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska

e The Chapel: The University of Nebraska at Lincoln Campus Ministry
Wish List shopping is open and will continue through convention weekend.
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New England District

Greetings, Everyone,

It is now the time to place the 2025-2026 orders for the Lutheran Women'’s Quarterly magazine subscriptions

and for the Beacon, our district publication. Please mail your 2025 subscription orders to me (with payment)
by March 28, 2025.

The Lutheran Women'’s Quarterly subscriptions are for four (4) issues -- Summer 2025 through Spring 2026,
and orders can be increased/decreased from what was last year’s total. Because LWML (national) plans its
printing expenses for the LWQ a year in advance, orders can be decreased at this time only. However,
increases to the LWQ subscriptions can be made at any time during the year.

The Lutheran Women'’s Quarterly is a terrific value for such a great publication, and it would be great to see a
substantial increase in the subscription numbers for our district for the year ahead. The LWQ is $7.50/year for

each of the 1*' to 9™ subscriptions, all mailed to the same address. If 10 or more subscriptions (sent to the same
address) are ordered, the price goes down to $6.00/year per subscription.

The Beacon order consists of two (2) issues: Summer/Fall 2025 and Winter 2025/Spring 2026 Each
subscription is $7.00 (for the 2 issues). Our New England District Beacon brings us vital information about our
region with inspiring messages from our pastoral counselors as well as news and photos of our zones,
societies, members, and events.

Please encourage the members of your society/congregation to subscribe to these two worthy publications!
Yours in Christ, as together we gladly serve Him,

Priscilla Keurulainen
News Circulation Manager - LWML-NED (PDK48(@me.com)

PLEASE MAIL YOUR 2024 SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS NO LATER THAN MARCH 28 2025 to:

Priscilla Keurulainen, 15 Calvin Road, Dedham, MA 02026

Checks are to be made payable to: LWML-NED.

(To avoid lost checks in the mail, I will be sending the checks to our LWML-NED treasurer in bulk after the
deadline.)

Order Form for 2025 LWQO and Beacon subscriptions:

Lutheran Women’s Quarterly

1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 copies @ $7.50 each (circle number) total (for1-9 copies) $
or for 10 or more (specify number of copies) @ $6.00 total (for 10 or more) §
New England District Beacon copies @ $7.00 each total §

TOTAL ENCLOSED §$

Society / Church

Name/Address (where copies are to be sent)

Contact:
Name email address phone number
(E-mail addresses — are preferred and Phone Numbers are helpful to clear any confusion that might occur)
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