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TheBeacon Winter/Spring 2024  

 The New England District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Newsletter Jennifer Gierke, Editor  

 Beacon@LWML-NED.org

 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 

It's hard to believe that it has been almost four years 
since I had the honor of being elected to serve as 
your president. It has been a joy, a privilege, and a 
blessing to serve you. I thank God for each of the faithful and dedicated women and pastors that have 
served with me, and for all of you who have served in so many ways at the society and zone level and in so 
many ministries in your churches and communities. I thank you for your encouragement and support and for 
your prayers for me and for our mission efforts. 

My time in office has certainly been unique! Having been elected by mail ballot when we could not meet in 
convention due to COVID, our newly elected officers were installed into their offices via Zoom in May 2020. 
At our first BOD meeting, I remember the discussion to plan a celebration on our convention theme of Light 
to be held that summer when COVID was over!  

Despite the challenges of COVID, the mission of the LWML-NED continued. Even though we did not meet in 
person those first two years, God blessed our efforts to continue to carry out the mission work He gave us, 
and we were able to reach our Mission Goal of $71,000 and fully fund all 13 of our Mission Projects before 
our 2022 convention. Likewise, this biennium we reached our Mission Goal of $75,000 by December, and 
we were able to fund all 16 of our Mission Projects. All thanks, praise, honor, and glory to God alone! As 
Lutheran Women in Mission, we pledge Him our hands, feet, voices, and treasures to do His will and fulfill 
the mission of sharing the Gospel with the lost. Our response to His great love and saving work for us is 
always one of immense gratitude and praise. 

I have encouraged you to daily be in the Word, and it is my fervent prayer that you continue to be connected 
each day to Jesus, the True Vine, so that you may continue to produce “good fruit.” I am the vine; you are 
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing (John 15:5).  

Throughout my four years, I shared many Scripture passages 
and hymns that fit the theme of my article, the season, or gave 
encouragement to you in your walk with Jesus in this life. I pray 
they were a blessing to you. For this my final Beacon article, I 
share one that has sustained me in my time of LWML service 
and personal trials in this life. The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my 
portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in 
him” (Lamentations 3:22-24). 

I look forward to rejoicing with you at our upcoming convention 
for the blessings God has showered upon us as we have served 
Him together with gladness. Please join us to sing praises to 
God in a foretaste of what awaits us for eternity. 

May God continue to bless each of you as you remain in His 
Word, share the Gospel message, and serve your neighbor. 

 

Serving the Lord with you in gladness and with thanksgiving, 

Sharon Dever 

LWML-NED President 

As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; 

Let Your words in me take root. 

May Your Spirit e’er be near me 

That I bear abundant fruit. 

May I daily sing Your praise, 

From my heart glad anthems raise, 

Till my highest praise is given 

In the endless joy of heaven. 

LSB #589 v. 4 Public domain 

http://www.LWML-NED.org


 

2 The Beacon / Winter-Spring 2024  www.LWML-NED.org 

Speaker: Donna Snow 
Donna is a well-known LWML speaker and writer. She has led the 
Bible study at National LWML conventions and has led two 
previous retreats in New England, most recently in 2022. With 
her retirement, she is now able to focus on her writing, teaching, 
and speaking through her Artesian Ministries, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit charitable organization committed to biblical literacy 
and knowing Jesus through His Word. 

Topic: Meant for Good: A Study of Joseph 
The life story of Joseph is one of the most beloved and chronicled in the Bible. It's a story of broken 
dreams and impossible circumstances, of family conflict and unfair treatment. From a favorite son to a 
slave and a prisoner who became prime minister of Egypt, Joseph’s story demonstrates the power and 
necessity of letting God's love and forgiveness lead. Through this study, we come away recognizing our 
own circumstances in Joseph's story, inspired to place our trust in God. (This study focuses on Genesis 
37-50.)  

Save The Date 
LWML-NED Fall Retreat 

November 1st and 2nd, 2024 
Hotel UMass, Amherst, MA 

2024 LWML Prayer Service 
 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord 
(1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2).  

At some point you have probably heard a pastor 
begin his sermon by saying something similar to 
this verse from 1 Timothy. The 2024 Prayer 
Service, written by Rev. Michael Mattil, is 
designed around those first three words — those 
three gifts that come to us from our gracious 
Father and our Savior — Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace. 

Resources are available at LWML.org. 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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Counselor’s Corner 
by Rev. Volker Heide, Junior Counselor 
 

“The Good News We All Need” 

 

We live in a world of bad news. What we need is some good news. 
We all need the gospel. Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the very 
power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.” (Romans 1:6) The good news 
announces that God himself has come to rescue us from sin, death and hell. God comes to 

save those who were lost; he comes to rescue those who were perishing. This is the gospel and it is totally 
God’s doing.  

The gospel is about God’s grace. It’s about God’s gift and God’s Son. It’s all about Jesus and what he has 
done for us. Paul says, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.” (Romans 6:23) God’s gift - that’s what the good news is all about. It describes what God has done for 
us in Jesus.  

Jesus is true God, the Son who is begotten from the Father from all eternity. Yet, he is also true man, born of 
the Virgin Mary. He is true God and man in one person. And Christ comes into this world to preach and 
teach with authority. He comes to heal the sick and to cast out demons. He raises the dead, he feeds the 
hungry, he forgives sinners, he cleanses lepers, he opens eyes that were blind, he restores the brokenhearted, 
he gives himself to die on a cross. He does everything necessary for our salvation. 

The Son of God humbles himself. He becomes our servant. He fully enters our life. He fully experiences 
what we go through. He becomes just like us, real flesh and blood, born of the Virgin Mary. Our Lord enters 
our life to deliver and rescue us. Here is some good news for a world filled with bad news. Here is the gospel 
for those who are hurting and in pain.  

Here is the Son of God who loves you with an everlasting love. This is the Beautiful Savior who reaches out 
to you today and who says, “Listen! I have some good news for you. Your sins are forgiven! I wash you 
clean with my holy and precious blood. I rescue you with my suffering and death. I defeat the devil and I 
break his power. You now belong to me. You are safe in my love.” This is the sweet gospel, and it brings 
true comfort and peace to our troubled hearts.  

When the English scientist Isaac Newton was dying, he said 
something remarkable. He lay on his deathbed and was close to 
the end. His scientific work was done, and he thought about his 
life. Isaac Newton finally said, “After all of my studies, I have 
learned two great facts. One is that I am a great sinner. Secondly, 
Jesus Christ is an even greater Savior.” Today, we confess the 
very same thing. We confess that we are sinners. But we also 
confess that our Savior is greater than our sin. He has redeemed 
us. He has saved us, so that we might be his own and live under 
him in his kingdom. 

This is our hope and comfort. This is the good news of the gospel. 
Let us pray that God would empower us all to carry out the 
mission our Lord has given to us. May God bless all of our 
churches and LWML groups! Let us share God’s message of love 
and forgiveness in Jesus. This message gives real joy and lasting 
peace. It bestows blessing and hope. It bestows God’s gift upon 
us. Amen! 

 

Pastor Volker Heide, Junior Pastoral Counselor 

The wages of sin is 

death, but the gift of 

God is eternal life in 

Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 
 

Romans 6:23 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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LWML - New England District Mite Report 
 

News from the Treasurer, Sue Lastowski 

What wonderful news I am privileged to share in this issue of the Beacon! As of December 31
st
, our 

New England District met AND EXCEEDED our 2022-24 Biennium Mission Goal of $75,000. All of 
our mission projects have been funded, and most have already received their grant disbursements. 

And didn’t I say “exceeded”? Indeed so! As of January 31
st
, our district 

has already accumulated $3,451.23 in mites toward the NEXT biennium. 

My entire career as a tax accountant revolved around hard numbers, 
budget predictions, and factual indicators. LWML has changed all that. 
The women of LWML have taught me that Our Lord cares not for pie 
charts and fiscal predictions; He seeks instead the steadfast faith of an 
obedient and humble heart. Thank you, my sisters, for imbuing me with 
such a great and freeing truth. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! He uplifts the spirit of His 
people and helps us all to accomplish great things through His Name! 

Blessings to you all, 

Sue Lastowski, LWML-NED Treasurer 

 
Please send your Mites to: Sue Lastowski LWML-NED Treasurer P.O. Box 626 Holyoke, MA 01041 

Date: June 26–29, 2025 
Location: Omaha, Nebraska 

Theme: Growing in God's Grace 
Scripture Verse: But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen (2 Peter 3:18). 
 

Goal Statement: Through Word and Sacrament, I will grow in grace to serve our Lord and 

proclaim His glory. 

Announcing the theme for the 2025 Convention 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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LWML New England District 2024 Convention 

April 26-27, 2024 

Marriott Hotel 
Trumbull, Connecticut 

 
Songs in the Night 

Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night (Job 35:10)  
 

Convention Goal: Encourage each woman to rejoice, give thanks, and sing praises to God 
for His great love, grace, and mercy in sending His Son to die for us, even when facing the 

trials of this life. 

Keynote Speaker 
 

Katie Schuemann 
Pew Sisters: Let’s gather and 
celebrate our true sisterhood – 
our pew sisterhood – and discuss 
what it means to be a woman in 
the church. 
 

Katie Schuermann is a Lutheran author, speaker, 
musician, and wife of an LCMS Pastor serving the 
Lord in central Illinois. Katie is the author of 
numerous books including: He Remembers the 
Barren, He Restores My Soul, Pew Sisters, the 
acclaimed Anthems of Zion fiction series, and her 
most recent, The Saints of Whistle Grove. Katie has 
graduate degrees in music and will also share her 
musical talents with us. 

Bible Study Leader 
 

Rev. Nathan Erb 
 

The Rev. Nathan Erb has 
served as the Pastor of Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church in 
Trumbull, Connecticut, since 
July 2021. Prior to this he 
served for 12 years as a DCE 
and Assistant Pastor at the 
Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection in Garden City, New York.  

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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Schedule 

Friday: 

11:00 a.m. Registration opens 

1:00 p.m. Convention begins 

1:00-4:45  Business session – reports and voting 

4:45-5:30  First Focus Forum (breakout session) 

6:00   Banquet dinner 

7:00    Keynote speaker: Katie Schuermann 

8:00  Entertainment: Katie Schuermann 

8:30-8:45  Evening Devotions 

 

Saturday: 

7:30 am  Breakfast 

8:30  Devotions 

8:40-9:25 Bible study part 1 

9:25-10:00  Business session 

10:00-10:45 Second Focus Forum (breakout session) 

11:00-11:45 Third Focus Forum (breakout session) 

12:00   Lunch 

1:00-1:45  Bible Study part 2 

1:45-3:00 Business session 

3:00  Closing Worship Service with Holy Communion  

Songs in the Night 

LWML New England District 
2024 Convention 

 

April 26-27, 2024 

Marriott Hotel, 180 Hawley Lane, Trumbull, Connecticut 

 

Theme verse: Where is God my Maker, who give songs in the night (Job 35:10). 

Convention Goal: Encourage each woman to rejoice, give thanks, and sing praises to God for 
His great love, grace, and mercy in sending His Son to die for us, even when facing the trials 

of this life. 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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Convention Registration Information 
 

The convention registration fee is $190 and must be received by April 19, 2024. Please note this includes 
dinner on Friday evening (choice of chicken, salmon, or vegetable ravioli), breakfast buffet on Saturday 
morning, and lunch on Saturday (choice of beef short ribs, chicken, or sweet potato gnocchi). The registration 
fee to attend for one day is $125. 

 

Convention Hotel Information 
MARRIOTT HOTEL—TRUMBULL, CT The Koinonia Zone in 
southwestern Connecticut welcomes you! We are again hosting our convention 
at the beautiful Trumbull Marriott Hotel. It is easily accessible from both the 
Merritt Parkway (Route 15) and Route 8 off I-95. 

 

We have reserved rooms at the special rate of $149 plus tax for up to 4 
people per room. To receive this rate, based on room availability, 
reservations must be received by the hotel no later than March 26, 2024. 

Make your hotel reservations with the Marriott by calling 1-203-378-1400. When calling for a reservation, 
identify yourself as being with the “Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.” You may also book by 
using the direct booking link: https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1690568111474&key=GRP 

Focus Forums 
The Focus Forums are break-out sessions of 45 minutes in length. Each session will be offered three times 

allowing you to attend three of the four offerings.  

Kathy Pavelock, the National LWML Vice President 
of Communications, will share what your mite 
offerings are accomplishing throughout the world as 
well as the many available LWML resources. 

The Rev. James Krikava, Associate Executive 
Director of the LCMS Office of International Mission, 
will share his experiences as a missionary and share 
the mission work of the LCMS. 

Katie Schuermann will speak on the topic: When 
God’s People Suffer: Why do bad things happen to 
Christians? Let’s talk about what life looks like when 
lived under the cross of Christ. 

The Rev. Gregory Wismar will speak on the topic: 
Eternal Anthems. He will share stories of our well-
loved hymns. Be prepared to sing! 

Songs in the Night 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
mailto:https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1690568111474&key=GRP
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LWML New England District 

Nominating Committee Report for 2024 Convention  

With thankful hearts and anticipation toward the 2024 LWML New England 
District Convention, the Nominating Committee announces the following 
slate of officers to be considered for election to the Executive Committee for 
the 2024–2028 term.  

President: Dr. June Merwin, Lutheran Church of Madison, Madison, CT, Mountain Laurel Zone 

Recording Secretary: Sue Lastowski, First Lutheran, Holyoke, MA, Mid-Valley Zone 

VP Organizational Resources: Doreen Wiese, Trinity Lutheran Church, Ashaway, RI, Eastern 
Zone 

VP Special Focus Ministries: Nancy Stinnett, Our Redeemer, Smithfield, RI, Eastern Zone 

Pastoral Counselor: Rev Kevin Mongeau, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, New Hartford, CT 

Nominating Committee (2024-2026 term): 

• Jennifer Gierke, Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA, Northern Zone 
• Delberta Novicki, Faith Lutheran Church, Groton, CT, Mountain Laurel Zone 
• Sage Veino, Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA, Northern Zone 
 

Please keep these faithful LWML sisters and brothers in your prayers, as they wait to see how the 
Lord will use them to serve the LWML New England District. 

Lynn Batchelder 

2024 Nominating Committee Chair 

** Biographies of all nominees will be in the convention handbook. 

Young Woman Representatives 

Wanted for District Convention 

Be on the Lookout for Young Ladies who would be blessed by serving as 
Zone Representatives to the District Convention in Taunton, MA, April 26-
27, 2024. 

Do you know a young woman (preferably 22-35 years of age) who is a member of the LCMS and 
has a deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ? A daughter? Granddaughter? Niece? 
Friend? Maybe even you? If so, she could represent your zone as a Young Woman 
Representative (YWR) at the LWML-NED District Convention. 

Each of the 5 zones will be able to send one YWR to the convention in April (with costs covered 
by the district). She will be asked to participate in all parts of the convention and any YWR 
planned activities. This is a wonderful opportunity for any young woman who has a desire to make 
a difference and serve in a sincere and dedicated manner. Enthusiasm to learn and be involved is 
a must! 

Paperwork should be returned to Sage Veino, YWR Committee at: 
youngwomencommitteechair@lwml-ned.org by March 1, 2024. 
 
For more information and the application go to http://lwml-ned.org/special-focus/ and click on 
DistrictYWRApplication. 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
mailto:youngwomencommitteechair@lwml-ned.org
http://lwml-ned.org/special-focus/
http://lwml-ned.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/DistrictYWRApplication_wFooter.pdf
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LWML-New England District 

Proposed Mission Projects 

for 2024-2026 

The Proposed Mission Goal is $82,000. Delegates may vote for up to 8 Mission Grants. 

1. Pads and Pencils Project – Gbarnga Mission, Liberia – $5,000 
For many girls in developing countries, menstruation often comes as a ticking clock that marks the beginning of the 
end of their education. The primary goal of this project is to keep girls who are menstruating in school – and learning 
with their peers – by empowering them with supplies that offer affordable, dignified, and hygienic solutions. The use of 
reusable, washable cloth sanitary pads has proven to be an effective solution for enabling girls to confidently attend 
class without interruption. 

2. Food Co-op to Purchase Food – Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN – $2,000 

The purpose of this project is to ease the financial burden to future pastors, deaconesses, and their families while at 
the seminary preparing for full-time church work - by providing groceries at no cost to them during their time at 
CTSFW. We are able to provide up to 80-90% of their grocery needs including fruit, milk, produce, eggs, as well as 
diapers, wipes, paper towels, etc.  

3. Ministering Out of Visual Darkness in Ghana – Lutheran Braille Workers, Ghana – $2,500 

 A pastor in Ghana has requested Braille and Specialized large print ministry materials for use by individuals 
experiencing blindness/visual impairment in over 25 communities. Fulfilling this order will give spiritual comfort and 
guidance to individuals who are blind or visually impaired in Ghana, engage volunteers in this ministry to serve others, 
and maintain a strong relationship with those who are ministering in the mission field. While individuals experiencing 
blindness or visual impairment in Africa face societal challenges, the opportunity to foster a culture of literacy 
acceptance, and empowerment in the Church can be developed through the distribution of these Bibles and other 
Christian materials. 

4. How Can I Understand? Lutheran Books for Southeast Asia – Lutheran Heritage Foundation – $2,500 

In the Buddhist stronghold of Southeast Asia, introducing the Christian faith is a difficult task, due to pressure from 
family and even persecution. However, LHF translators have found that younger people are more open to learning 
about Christianity. As seeds of the Gospel take root throughout SE Asia and among US immigrants, new needs have 
arisen for the books of the Lutheran Faith in the people's own heart languages. With LWML help, LHF stands ready to 
answer this call. For only $5/book, 500 books can be provided through our grant of $2,500. 

5. Bible Translation – Lutheran Bible Translators – $1,000 

Money is needed for translation work around the world. As an RSO of the LCMS, Lutheran Bible Translators is 
extending the mission of synod by Bible translation work in 132 languages with no existing viable Scripture access. 
Grant money will be used to help translate chapters of Scripture. The average cost of translating one chapter is 
$1000. This grant proposal will fund 1 chapter of Scripture for a language community that is waiting for God’s Word. 

6. New Beginnings – Lutheran Church of Madison, Madison, CT – $3,000 

This project seeks to more readily attract church goers within our town by investing in the beautification and 
modernization of the church's appearance. To do this, we seek funds to purchase and place furniture for a sitting area 
in the entryway; to purchase plants and flowers to provide a reviewed feeling of growth and vitality, purchase Christian 
wall art to inspire and information boards to proudly share/display all of our exciting services, events and activities. 

7. Supporting LCMS Missionaries in the Field – Mission Central, LCMS Office of International and National 
Mission, Iowa – $1,000 

Today, official LCMS missionaries and mercy workers are funded entirely through the designated donations of God’s 
people who choose to give specifically for that purpose. Gifts support or enhance the projects and programs of our 
international mission teams as they work with specific people groups and strengthen LCMS partner churches around 
the world. Each gift is directed to where it will have the greatest impact at the time it is received to plant, strengthen, 
and sustain Christ’s church as it gives witness to Him among people in other countries. 

 

Continued on next page 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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LWML-New England District 

Proposed Mission Projects 

for 2024-2026 (continued) 

8. Groceries and Gospel – Hands of Grace, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, New Hartford, CT – $4,500 

The purpose of this project is to provide those in need with food and printed materials we pray will foster a devotional 
life for them. This project will help keep healthy food on our shelves and allow us to continue to provide quality 
materials of bibles, devotions, and pamphlets. 

9. Educating Lutherans and Proclaiming God’s Word Around the World – Issues, Etc. – $1,000 

Issues, Etc. is a ten-hour weekly syndicated radio talk show/podcast. The program features expert guests in 
theology, Biblical interpretation, Christian apologetics, ethics, philosophy, law, and culture. Sponsorship allows us to 
proclaim God’s Word around the world. Programming includes podcasts on the 1-year and 3-year lectionary, Sunday 
School lessons, Bible studies (the Word of the Lord Endures Forever), morning chapel from Kramer Chapel at 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, 24/7 sacred music, podcasts on contemporary issues and much more. 
The program is hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken; produced by Lutheran Public Radio, Inc. Collinsville, IL. 

10. Short Term Mission Scholarships – LWML-NED – $2,000 

To provide scholarships to members of LCMS-NED congregations embarking on Short Term Mission Trips. 

11. Living Stones Homeschool Cooperative (LSHC) – Redeemer Lutheran Church, Gorham, ME – $1,115 

Redeemer Lutheran Church added LSHC to their ministry efforts. On Wednesdays during the school year, 22 
children will be at Redeemer. To make it a safe, productive environment, there are certain things needed to allow this 
ministry to grow. Funding will help include necessary things such as background checks, proper first aid kit, and 
children's hymnals. 

12. Expanding Gospel Proclamation Worldwide – Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO – $2,500 

Concordia Seminary is seeking a mission grant of $2,500 to help support the education costs of our international 
students. The purpose of our ongoing acceptance and formation of highly qualified global students is to further the 
Great Commission. When these international students earn their theological degrees, they can take on significant 
church leadership roles. While some of the Seminary’s international students may receive support from their home 
countries’ church bodies, it tends to be minimal. Thankfully, Concordia Seminary receives annual financial 
contributions from individuals, LCMS congregations and other organizations such as the LWML that support this 
important initiative. However, these funds fall well short of covering the total cost of these students’ advanced-level 
education. Support for international students is an important ongoing Seminary funding need. 

13. Lutheran Seminarians for Haiti’s Future – Ministry in Mission, Haiti – $2,500 

The purpose of this grant is to subsidize the seminary education offered by Concordia the Reformer Seminary in 
Palmar Arriba, Santiago, Dominican Republic, in partnership with Rev. Ted Krey, the regional director for the Latin 
America and the Caribbean region of LCMS, for Haitian men desiring to serve existing churches and to plant new 
churches in Haiti. The need is crucial at this time as current pastoral leadership in Haiti is aging and available 
seminary courses are sporadic. The goal is to secure the future of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti so that 
the Good News can be proclaimed in this hurting country. 

14. Unequally Yoked Workshop – Poblo International, New England District – $2,500  

The number of young American women who convert to Islam in colleges and universities has increased from 19,000 
to 21,500 per year. The mission of this project is to educate and equip the leadership, congregations and especially 
college-aged young women of New England District with a better understanding of the falsehoods and half-truths 
pervasive throughout the Islamic doctrine regarding its views on women and marital relationships in order to prevent 
young American women from being wooed away from the Christian faith by Muslim men on college campuses for the 
purposes of conversion to proliferate Islam in America. The workshops and training kits provide information on 
various topics, including how Islam views women, marriage, adultery, divorce, rape, domestic violence, and modesty. 

 

Continued on next page 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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LWML-New England District 

Proposed Mission Projects 

for 2024-2026 (continued) 

 

15. Bethel Oromo Lutheran Church – Boston, MA – $5,000 

Bethel Oromo Lutheran Church is a newly emerging congregation that is reaching gospel to the Oromo (region in 
Ethiopia) people residing in Boston and the surrounding cities. The first-generation immigrants love to worship in 
their own language which is Afan Oromo. Currently needs include support for the pastor, specific musical 
instruments, and training on these instruments.  

16. Ministry of Early Childhood – Immanuel Lutheran School, Bristol, CT – $5,000 

The mission of our toddler and infant program is to provide a loving environment of academic excellence for children 
while developing in them and their families a lasting relationship with Jesus Christ. We want our programs to be 
furnished with the necessary equipment and educational materials needed to provide a safe and quality learning 
program for our community, as we share the love of Jesus. Funds will be used to purchase the equipment and 
educational materials required. 

17. Our Savior Return to Shephard of the Valley of Navajo (SOTV), NM – Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
Topsfield, MA for the Navajo Nation, NM – $2,000 

SOTV is an LCMS mission church. Our Savior Lutheran Church and other short-term missionaries send individuals 
and teams to help spread the gospel to the people of the Navajo nation. While there, they feed 60-80 people, 1-2 
times/day as well as Sunday community meals and feedings during VBS. In addition, building improvements are 
needed. Funding would be used to make a safe building for the missionary teams and continue to provide food to 
the community. 

18. Freezer Friends - Our Savior Lutheran Church, Topsfield, MA – $1,000 

OSLC is starting a Freezer Friend program. There will be monthly gatherings to prepare vegan and meat meals to 
be frozen along with cookies and Sunday School made cards. Anyone can pick up the frozen meals and take them 
to someone who is sick, just moved, had a new baby or could just use a good meal. Funds will be used to buy 
special containers to meet state health requirements; do minor updates to the kitchen and purchase ingredients. 
Goal: spread the gospel and feed the people in times of sorrow, struggle, change or joy. 

19. FLC Peer Fellows Pilot Program – First Lutheran Church of Boston – $5,000 

The goal of the peer fellows is to meet students where they are, on campuses, and have a dependable presence on 

campuses to bring the Gospel to those who would not otherwise hear it. They will foster relationships with students 

through the Word and be in a position to encourage further teachings or attendance at Divine Services. They will be 

trained and discipled by FLC's director of young adult ministry and encouraged for ongoing ministry and leadership 

within the church. Funds will be used for the Peer Fellows stipends of $300/month. Once the program has proved 

effective, a donor will support the program. 

20. Give a Chance to Learn Christ’s Love – Immanuel Lutheran School, Danbury, CT – $5,000 

The Immanuel Lutheran School, Danbury has had many families that want to attend Immanuel but are unable to do 

so because of tuition cost of $7,000/year. Funds would be used to offer "reduced tuitions" to several students 

allowing them to attend school in a loving/safe Christian environment. 

21. Sanford, Maine, Preaching Station – Redeemer Lutheran Church, Gorham, ME – $5,000 

The Sanford Preaching Station started in 2019 in borrowed space with a handful of members. It grew quicky 

however the pandemic caused a decline in participation and hampered outreach. With Saturday divine services, 

Bible studies and fellowship opportunities, the hope is to see growth again. Designated site funding from the 

congregation has reached 50% of total costs. This grant would bridge 2024 as the needed secretarial position is 

reestablished.  

Continued on next page 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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LWML-New England District 

Proposed Mission Projects 

for 2024-2026 (continued) 

22. Christ in Their Homes – Open Arms Christian Preschool, Bedford, MA – $1,500 

Over 90% of the students in our preschool come from the community and are not members of our congregation; many 

have no church home. This grant would allow us to purchase Bibles and Bible story books to give to the students to keep 

and use in their homes and share the lessons we learn about Jesus in school with their families. Funding would allow the 

school to purchase Bibles and books for two years, gifting approximately 35 families with resources to bring the love of 

Jesus into their homes. 

23. Elaina’s Lift – Christ Lutheran Church, Amston, CT – $1,500 

Elaina's Lift is a form of vertical transportation between the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall floors. It will allow all people 

with limited mobility access to all areas of the church building. Having a lift transforms previously difficult to reach and/or 

inaccessible places into places open to people of every mobility and provides freedom to move around with ease. We 

want all of God's people not to feel deterred or discouraged about facing obstacles when entering or moving around the 

building. The cost to install is $40,000 with ~$25,000 received. This grant will help to close the gap in funding the lift. 

24. Capstone Ministries – Escalon, CA – $2,500 

Capstone Ministries has been working to reconcile street children in Western Kenya since 2005. As an RSO of the 
LCMS, Capstone has reconciled 710 street children to date, educated more than 100 in secondary school, had 7 
graduate from university and established Capstone Camp (annual week-long camp as spiritual renewal for newly 
reconciled boys) and has 20 ongoing small group Bible studies for parents of reconciled children. Capstone is led by Dan 
& Patty Schmelzer. In Kenya, Capstone is led by Pastor Isaiah Apiyo, an ordained Lutheran Pastor. 

 
 Gifts from the Heart 
 
Gifts from the Heart at convention will be collected for Birthright of Greater 
Danbury. The items requested are:  

• Diapers (size newborn, 0-3, 3-6 months) 
• Onesies (size newborn, 0-3, 3-6 months) 
• Receiving blankets 
• Infant towels and wash cloths 
• Baby shampoo and baby powder 
• Baby bottles 
• Gift cards from Walmart 

 

“For over 50 years Birthright has been helping women with unplanned pregnancies. By offering love, hope, 
support and resources, Birthright has grown to become a pregnancy support service with hundreds of 
centers…Birthright’s focus is on loving the mother, reminding her that there is hope and ensuring she is not 
alone.” (from Birthright’s website) 
 

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but 

on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before others. Matthew 5:14–16a  

http://www.LWML-NED.org
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Matt/5#14


 

www.LWML-NED.org  The Beacon / Winter-Spring 2024 13 

 
Greetings, Everyone, 
 
It is now the time to place the 2024-2025 orders for the Lutheran Women’s 

Quarterly magazine subscriptions and for the Beacon, our district 
publication. Please mail your 2024 subscription orders to me (with payment) 
by March 29, 2024. 
 
The Lutheran Women’s Quarterly subscriptions are for four (4) issues—Summer 2024 through Spring 2025, 
and orders can be increased/decreased from what was last year’s total. Because LWML (national) plans their 
printing expenses for the LWQ a year in advance, orders can be decreased at this time only. However, 
increases to the LWQ subscriptions can be made at any time during the year. 
 
The Lutheran Women’s Quarterly is a terrific value for such a great publication, and it would be great to see a 
substantial increase in the subscription numbers for our district for the year ahead. The LWQ is $7.50/year for 
each of the 1st to 9th subscriptions, all mailed to the same address. If 10 or more subscriptions (sent to the 
same address) are ordered, the price goes down to $6.00/year per subscription. 
 
The Beacon order consist of two (2) issues: Summer/Fall 2024 and Winter 2024/Spring 2025. Each 
subscription is $7.00 (for the 2 issues). Our New England District Beacon brings us vital information about 
our region with inspiring messages from our pastoral counselors as well as news and photos of our zones, 
societies, members, and events. 
 
Yours in Christ, as together we gladly serve Him, 

 
Priscilla Keurulainen  
News Circulation Manager – LWML-NED (PDK48@me.com) 

PLEASE MAIL YOUR 2024 SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS NO LATER THAN MARCH 29, 2024 to: 
Priscilla Keurulainen, 15 Calvin Road, Dedham, MA 02026 
Checks are to be made payable to: LWML-NED.  
(To avoid lost checks in the mail, I will be sending the checks to our LWML-NED treasurer in bulk after the 
deadline.) 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

Order Form for 2024 LWQ and Beacon subscriptions: 
 
Lutheran Women’s Quarterly  
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 copies @ $7.50 each (circle number) total (for1-9 copies)  $______________ 
or for 10 or more ________ (specify number of copies) @ $6.00   total (for 10 or more) $______________ 

New England District Beacon ________ copies @ $7.00 each    total  $______________ 
     TOTAL ENCLOSED $_________________ 
 
Society / Church ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name/Address (where copies are to be sent) __________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Name email address phone number 

(E-mail addresses – preferred and Phone Numbers are helpful to clear any confusion that might occur) 

http://www.LWML-NED.org

