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Be PREPARED 
‘Be Prepared’ is the motto of boy and girl scouting around the world. Sir Badon Powell (founder of Boy 

Scouting) was asked: “Be prepared for what?” His response was “Any old thing.” As Christians, we should also 

be prepared for any old thing…any challenge that God puts before us; or any job God gives us to do. After 

all, throughout the bible, God was always prepared. He constantly knew the right thing to do and the correct 

words to say. We should follow His example and be prepared. 

How do we prepare ourselves for the Lord’s work? We must be willing to step outside our comfort zone. We 

must take time to study His word. We must pray and ask for God’s help to put the right words in our mouth 

or to give us direction on how to manage a difficult situation. God is always willing to help us out if we just 

ask for his guidance, listen to it and then act upon it. As Matthew 7:7 says “Ask, and it shall be given to you”. 

 
In Christian Fellowship, 
 
Dr. June Rae Merwin  
LWML-NED 
President 

TheBeacon Summer/Fall 2024  

 The New England District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Newsletter Jennifer Gierke, Editor  

 Beacon@LWML-NED.org

 

Please prepare! What happens if you don’t 

Repeated problems, that just won’t 

Escape from you and leave you alone.  

Preparing yourself it has been shown 

Always leaves you in a better place 

Rejoicing in the time and space 

Enjoying what you do each day 

……And leaving you time to think and pray! 

On Tuesday, September 10, 2024, we invite you to 
support the LWML Mission Goal for this year’s 
“September to Remember.” In the tradition of 
September to Remember, we ask you to give 
thanks for someone who has supported you in 
your journey as a Lutheran woman in mission. 

Let’s make this September to Remember a day 
that honors our mentors and makes a lasting 
difference through our collective generosity. 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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I would like an invitation, please!  
Dear Sisters in Christ, 

It has been four months since I have taken on the responsibilities of LWML-NED President. I have been on an 

exponential learning curve and thankful for the support and guidance of past LWML-NED Presidents and active 

members of the organization. 

There is one area I would like to emphasize in my next four years: I would like to attend as many LWML / Guild / Circle 

meetings at individual churches as I can. I would like to learn what you ladies are doing; what fundraisers you have; the 

types of bible studies you participate in; how often you meet; etc etc etc! BUT I can only do that if I am invited. So, over 

the next little while, please invite me to one of your meetings. Since I am retired, I have the time to galivant around 

New England to visit you. I will learn a great deal from visiting you and hopefully you will learn of new activities, 

projects, and events from me. 

I hope you will take me up on my offer to attend your meeting. 

Until then, In Christian Fellowship, 

June 

Dr. June Rae Merwin  
LWML-NED President 
860-581-0379 
June.merwin@gmail.com 

 

Scripture Doodles are designed to assist anyone, of any age, to 
focus on the message and walk away with details of the worship 
service that can be further studied throughout the week. Each 
page has a variety of focus points; choose the format that 
works best for your needs. This resource is designed to be an aid 
to the worship experience and assist users in connecting God's 
Word to their daily lives. 

Scripture Doodles can be used by: 

• Confirmation classes, 

• Sunday school or adult Bible classes, 

• Shut Ins, 

• Individuals, 

• and as bulletin inserts. 

 
Scripture Doodles are available above as free printables for 
personal and ministry use. They can be found at lwml.org. 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
mailto:June.merwin@gmail.com
https://www.lwml.org/free-resources
https://www.lwml.org/free-resources
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Counselor’s Corner 
by Rev. Kevin Mongeau, Junior Counselor 
 

Grace, mercy, and peace to all from God our Father and our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

For those who do not know me I will take this opportunity to 
introduce myself. 

I am Pastor, Kevin Mongeau, called through St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in New Hartford, CT to serve at our outreach, Hands of 
Grace, a mercy ministry. I also serve as pastor for Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church in Morris, CT, which worships on Saturday 
afternoons at 4:00PM. 

I became a pastor later in life. In 2009 I was able to go on a short term mission trip to Kenya that was instrumental in 
changing my life. On this trip I served through Capstone Ministries, an opportunity which really opened up my heart 
for mission work. I currently serve on their U.S. Board of Directors.  

For 35 years I worked in manufacturing in various capacities. In 2011 St. Paul’s opened Hands of Grace. I left 
manufacturing in 2012 and enrolled in the SMP (Specific Ministry Program) at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis to 
prepare to serve the Lord in this ministry. On January 18

th
 of 2015 I was ordained and installed through St. Paul’s to 

serve Hands of Grace.  

Hands of Grace provides food, clothing, and household items to people in need. But the best thing we do is share the 
Good News of the Gospel! As with many, I’ve had various ups and downs in my life which allowed me to experience 
the grace of our Savior first hand. That saving grace is what I am excited to share with the people who come though 
the ministry that the Lord provides for us. It is exactly because of what the Lord did for me that makes it easier for me 
to tell people what Jesus can do for them. 

There have been so many wonderful stories in the past 12 plus years that show the hand of God in people’s lives. We 
have had multiple baptisms, both of children and adults, because of our witness to the souls we serve. 

I was extremely humbled when I was asked to serve as a junior pastoral counselor in the LWML. I love mission work in 
general and rejoice in the opportunity to serve. I look forward to whatever the Lord has in store as we move forward 
with the Good News of salvation through Jesus, who did it all for us and our salvation.  

Thanks be to God. 

In Christ, 

Pastor, Kevin Mongeau 

Experience the Joy—Then Share It Bible Study  

Experience the Joy — Then Share It is a three part retreat or Bible study 
focusing on the joy we find through Christ’s forgiveness and also the comfort 
and protection we receive from God our Father. Our joy can then be 
intentionally shared as we serve God through witnessing to others about His 
goodness. 

Joy is an important concept in the Bible. The words joy, joyful, and rejoice 
appear many times. No synonym for joy expresses the joy we have as 
Christians! Words like happy and glad do not express quite the same feeling 
as joy. The word joy is important, because joy plays a major role in our lives 
as Christians. Our theme verse says, Rejoice always (1 Thessalonians 5:16). 
But is that possible? We will explore this as we study Experience the Joy – 
Then Share It. 

Download the Free PDF of this Bible study 
A FREE downloadable study guide and leader guide for Experience the Joy – Then Share It can be found in 
the Shop. 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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Young Woman Representative to the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

National 81st Biennial Convention 
June 26-29, 2025, in Omaha, NE 

 
WHO: a mature young woman, preferably 22-35 years of age, who is a member 
of the LCMS and has not previously attended a convention as a Young Woman 
Representative; who has a deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ and 
is willing to participate in the full scope of the Convention. 

WHAT: The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) National Convention. The Convention in-
cludes missions and missionary updates, business meeting, break-out sessions with interesting speakers or 
servant opportunities, Bible Study, and lots of Christian sister fellowship! 

WHEN: Thursday, June 26th through Sunday, June 29th, 2025 

WHERE: Omaha, Nebraska 

HOW: Compliments of the LWML-NED! We will pay the registration fee and for your hotel room (shared 
with another YWR) and airfare.  

WHY: Because we love the LWML & we love you & we’d like you to love the LWML! 

LWML is also known as Lutheran Women in Mission and we think that phrase and our mission statement 
describe us perfectly: The mission of the Lutheran Women in New England is to continue glorifying our God 
through acts of love, service, and encouragement toward each other and those whose lives we touch. 

NEXT STEPS: Fill out an application* and submit it to the Young Women Committee at 
mrs.sage@veino.com. Paperwork is due back by November 15, 2024. 

We look forward to hearing from you and introducing you to the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. 

*The application can be found at lwml-ned.org/special-focus/ 

Date: June 26–29, 2025  
 

Location: Omaha, Nebraska 
 

Theme: Growing in God’s Grace 
 

Scripture Verse: But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

him be the glory both now and to the day of 
eternity. Amen (2 Peter 3:18).  

2025 National Convention 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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LWML-NED 2024 FALL RETREAT 

NOVEMBER 1 & 2, 2024 
Hotel UMass, Amherst, MA 

Donna Snow, Bible Study Leader 

 
WHEN:  Friday, November 1, 7:00 pm– Saturday, November 2, 3:00 pm 
 

WHERE:  Hotel UMass 

   1 Campus Center Way 

   Amherst, MA 01003  

   (413) 549-6000 
 

WHAT:  Bible Study 

   Fellowship and Singing 

   Craft Table…and much, much more 
 

Donna is a well-known LWML speaker and writer. She has led 
the Bible study at National LWML conventions and has led two 
previous retreats in New England, most recently in 2022. With 
her retirement, she is now able to focus on her writing, 
teaching, and speaking through her Artesian Ministries, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit charitable organization committed to biblical 
literacy and knowing Jesus through His Word. 

 

TOPIC: MEANT FOR GOOD: A STUDY OF JOSEPH 

The life story of Joseph is one of the most beloved and chronicled in the 
Bible. It's a story of broken dreams and impossible circumstances, of 
family conflict and unfair treatment. From a favorite son to a slave and a 
prisoner who became prime minister of Egypt, Joseph’s story 
demonstrates the power and necessity of letting God's love and 
forgiveness lead. Through this study, we come away recognizing our 
own circumstances in Joseph's story, inspired to place our trust in God. 
(This study focuses on Genesis 37-50.) 

 

Questions: email Christina Anop: christianlife@lwml-ned.org. 

We will support New England District Lutheran Schools: (Holyoke MA, Bristol CT, Danbury CT, 
and Keene NH) by Gifts cards (Target/Walmart/Costco/Hobby Lobby/Michael’s/Barnes & 
Noble/Amazon); and/or Clorox wipes, Tissues, Spiral notebooks, Card Stock (red, white, 
and blue) 

Please bring them to the Retreat! Thank you! 
 

Registration form is attached and also available at www.LWML-NED.org. 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday 

Traditionally celebrated the first Sunday in October, 
Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday can be celebrated 
any time. 

This year’s Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday theme 
is “Ready to Serve” based on Luke 1:38. As redeemed 
children of God, Lutheran Women in Mission give 
thanks for the opportunity to serve others as we have 
been served, to proclaim that Jesus is our Lord and 
that He came for all nations, and to respond with our 
mite offerings to support God’s mission. Our example 
has been the widow and her mites. The offering she 
made was observed by our Lord leading Him to share 
that her copper coins, her mites, were “everything she 
had, all she had to live on” (Mark 12:43). May our mite 
offerings be blessed for our Lord’s kingdom. 

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let 
it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her (Luke 1:38). 

2024 Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday downloadable materials, authored by Rev. Dr. Dwayne 
Lueck, are now available. All service materials and event resources (both free to download and 
available to purchase) are available in the SHOP! 

 

Greetings from the Organizational Resources Department! I am blessed 
to serve the ladies of the New England District Lutheran Women in 
Missions as Vice President of Organizational Resources. The 
Organization Resources department covers the Leader Development 
Committee (currently vacant) and the Structure Committee whose 
chairman is Jan Krampitz. 

One of my first tasks is that of keeping a record of membership. Each year the LWML-NED needs to provide 
to the national LWML an accurate account of the district’s membership. Each Zone President is asked to 
gather the membership number from each Society within their Zone. I hope that you will provide her with 
your Society’s information so that we can complete the required report. 

Looking for ideas? Please take a minute to check out the wonderful resources on the LWML website 
(lwml.org). From Leader Development to Mentoring to Event Planning, Devotions, Bible Studies, Team 
Building Activities and Mission Service Activities— so many resources are available. The website has so 
many ideas in which to grow as Women in Mission seeking to follow our Lord as we serve with joy and 
thankfulness.  

If I can be of assistance in anyway, please feel free to contact me at OrganizationalResources@lwml-
ned.org. 

Serving Him with gladness, 

Doreen Wiese 

Vice President, Organizational Resources 

 

Organizational Resources 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
https://lwml.cph.org/lwml-sunday
https://lwml.cph.org/lwml-sunday
mailto:OrganizationalResources@lwml-ned.org
mailto:OrganizationalResources@lwml-ned.org
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Greetings from Gospel Outreach! Gospel Outreach is responsible for 
three areas: Short Term Mission Scholarships, Church Worker 
Scholarships and Mission Grants. These applications are found under 
Gospel Outreach and also under Home: Forms. Visit LWML-NED.org. 

Each woman, each LWML group, is blessed to be a blessing to others 
by continuing to be aware of the close-at-hand mission needs in her 
community as well as remembering LWML and district mission grants 

in prayer and supporting them through Mite Box offerings. My purpose is to answer your questions about 
applications for Short Term Mission Scholarships, Church Worker Scholarships and the LWML-NED Mission 
Grant process, as well as assisting with developing a grant proposal, and offering helps and suggestions for 
strengthening Mite Box offerings. 

The most important ingredient in this process is FAITH: For All, I Trust Him. “We thank 
You, Heavenly Father, for giving us opportunities to serve You in Faith ... Faith that our 
constant prayers for grants are heard … Faith that You will bless the giving and the 
recipients of our Mite Box offerings.  Amen.” 

So, let’s get started. I encourage you to look for ministry projects within 
your church, community, particularly an activity, service or need in your 
community that may be different than those offered. Talk with your members, get involved in 
your communities … ask others to pray with you …  

Oh, the opportunities God sends!  

Ruth Scheumann  

Vice President, Gospel Outreach  

ruthpc@comcast.net 

Pastors, deaconesses, directors of Christian education, teachers and other 
church workers spend so much of their time caring for us. A simple and 
meaningful way to demonstrate your gratitude is by putting together a 
thoughtful “WE CARE” package filled with items and treats that they enjoy. 
Let’s show them the love and care they deserve! 

Here are a few ideas to help you get started: 

• Pray for your Church Worker. 
• Personal note of thanks and prayer for them 
(downloadable cards available on the LWML website at 
lwml.org/church-workers-in-mission) 
• “Coupons” for babysitting so church worker and 
spouse can have a date night (optional: offer to pay their 
trusted babysitter). 
• Restaurant gift cards for date nights. 
• Remember their birthday and anniversary. 
• Gift card to a local coffee shop. 
• Gift card to a local store where school 
or church supplies may be purchased. 
Supplies (or gift cards from suppliers) for crafts or 
hobbies they enjoy. 

Things to Do for Your Church Worker: 

• Share baked goods, homemade foods, and/
or homegrown fresh fruits and vegetables. 
• Organize a group of volunteers to help with home 
repairs. 
• Recognize your pastor/church workers 
on their ministry anniversary. 
• Invite your pastor/church worker 
to your home for a meal, family gathering, or special 
event. 
• Sponsor an Appreciation Day for your church 
worker (pastor, DCE, teacher, deaconess) 
• If you have a problem, talk to them directly. 
• Be involved in the church. Attend worship 
regularly, join a Bible study, volunteer. 
• Speak well of your church worker. 

October is Church Worker Appreciation Month  

http://www.LWML-NED.org
https://lwml-ned.org/gospel-outreach/
mailto:ruthpc@comcast.net
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LWML - New England District Mite Report 

 

News from the Treasurer, Barbara Lis 

Please see the monthly Pass-It-On for the latest updates on our Mite 
donations. Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of Christ locally, 
nationally and internationally. 
 
Please send your Mites to: Barbara Lis, LWML-NED Treasurer, PO Box 932, 
Niantic, CT 06357 

 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve on the LWML-NED 
Board as your VP of Special Focus Ministries. My husband Aaron is 
serving as Pastor at Our Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Smithfield, RI. We are entering our 5th year back in New England 
after starting our journey together in Boston over 30+ years ago 
when we were married at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in 
New Fairfield, CT. The Lord has taken us all over the states from 

Montana to Louisiana to West Virginia (and a few others), but I grew up in New York state and went to 
college in Rhode Island, so it is amazing to see how God has brought me back to where I first came to the 
Christian faith (during my college years at Brown University.)  
 
I am thankful that I have two wonderful and experienced servants of Christ, Deaconess Kim Slininger and 
Sage Veino serving with me as Chairs of the Human Care Committee and the Young Women Committee, 
respectively. 

I am currently our district’s contact for the Heart to Heart - Sisters of All 
Nations Committee. You may be wondering what this committee does. 
From Romans 10:12-13, we hear from the apostle Paul that, “There is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 
bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.” The Heart to Heart Sisters Committee 
purposefully motivates, equips and ensures opportunities for women of all 
ethnicities and cultures to participate in LWML to be Lutheran Women in 
Mission. My hope and prayer is that the LWML-NED helps every woman, 
regardless of color or background, feel she belongs and is equipped to 
serve the Lord with gladness! 

What can I do to help you? Please reach out and let me know how I can be of service to you, your society, 
or your zone. You can email me at specialfocus@lwml-ned.org. 

Nancy Stinnett 

Vice President Special Focus Ministries 

“If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 4:11)  

Special Focus Ministries 

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the 

word of our God will stand forever. Isaiah 40:8 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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Let your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven . (Matthew 5:16) 

Women in Mission—Zones in Action 

From the VP of Communications 

My name is Megan Hollrah and I am the new Vice President of Communications for the LWML-NED. I live in 
Danbury, CT, and attend Immanuel Lutheran Church. I am very excited to share what LWML-NED groups 
are doing throughout the year on Facebook and Instagram! If you have any questions or information about 
future or past events to be posted, please email me at lwmlnedcommunications@gmail.com, and don't 
forget to follow the LWML-NED on Facebook (@LWML.NED) and on Instagram (@LWML-NED).  

www.facebook.com/LWML.NED  www.instagram.com/lwml_ned  

 

Date Location Event Other Information 

Sept. 21, 2024 
Northern Zone 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, 410 Main St., 
Gorham, ME 

FALL GATHERING Theme: Is 
Your Cup Half Empty or Half 
Full or Does It Overflow? 
 Presented by Livingstones 
Home School Co-op. 

9:30AM – 2:30 PM 
Questions: Send email to 
Betsy Gorneau 
ragbag@roadrunner.com 

Sept. 28, 2024 
Eastern Zone 

Lutheran Church of 
the Way 
Raynham, MA 

FALL GATHERING Speaker: 
Pastor James Butler Topic: 
Prison Ministry 

12:00 PM/Noon 
Registration: $8 
Lunch will be served. 
Gifts of the Heart for Mark 
Gieger Family 

Oct. 5, 2024 
Mt. Laurel Zone 

Faith Lutheran 
Church 
625 Poquonnock 
Road, 
Groton, CT 

FALL GATHERING Program 
TBD Please bring 
“Thanksgiving dinner” non-
perishable food to benefit 
the Groton Human Services 
Food Pantry. 

10:00 AM Questions: Send 
an email to MtLaurel-
Zone@lwmlned.org 

Oct. 6, 2024 
Koinonia Zone 

St. Peters Lutheran 
Church, Norwalk, CT 

FALL GATHERING Speaker: 
Rev. Greg Dwyer Topic: How 
to FOCUS on what is im-
portant to you 

2:00 PM Questions: Sue 
Dow at SueDow@aol.com 

Nov. 1-2, 2024 
District Retreat 

Hotel UMass, 
Amherst, MA 
(New Hotel) 

LWML-NED RETREAT Speak-
er: Donna Snow Topic: Meant 
for good: a Study of Joseph 

Questions: Christina Anop 
at ChristianLife@lwml-
ned.org 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
mailto:lwmlnedcommunications@gmail.com
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

New England District 

Mission Grants for 2024 -2026 

Mission Goal: $85,000 
 

This Mission Goal will fund $55,250 for LWML-NED Mission Grants, $21,250 for national LWML Mission 

Grants and $8,500 for LWML-NED administration. 

1. Pads and Pencils Project – Gbarnga Mission, Liberia$5,000 – PAID 

2a. Short Term Mission Scholarships – LWML-NED – $2,000 

2b. Living Stones Homeschool Cooperative (LSHC) – Redeemer Lutheran Church, Gorham, ME – $1,115 

3. Sanford, Maine, Preaching Station – Redeemer Lutheran Church, Gorham, ME – $5,000 

4. Christ in Their Homes – Open Arms Christian Preschool, Bedford, MA – $1,500 

5. Groceries and Gospel – Hands of Grace, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, New Hartford, CT – $4,500 

6a. Food Co-op to Purchase Food – Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN – $2,000 

6b. Bethel Oromo Lutheran Church – Boston, MA – $5,000 

7a. Ministry of Early Childhood – Immanuel Lutheran School, Bristol, CT – $5,000 

7b. FLC Peer Fellows Pilot Program – First Lutheran Church of Boston – $5,000 

7c. Elaina’s Lift – Christ Lutheran Church, Amston, CT – $1,500 

8a. How Can I Understand? Lutheran Books for Southeast Asia – Lutheran Heritage Foundation – 
$2,500 

8b. Capstone Ministries – Escalon, CA – $2,500 

9a. Our Savior Return to Shephard of the Valley of Navajo (SOTV), NM – Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
Topsfield, MA for the Navajo Nation, NM – $2,000 

9b. Give a Chance to Learn Christ’s Love – Immanuel Lutheran School, Danbury, CT – $5,000 

10a. Supporting LCMS Missionaries in the Field – Mission Central, LCMS Office of International and 
National Mission, Iowa – PARTIAL $704.45 

10b. Educating Lutherans and Proclaiming God’s Word Around the World – Issues, Etc. – PARTIAL 
$704.45 

10c. Lutheran Seminarians for Haiti’s Future – Ministry in Mission, Haiti – PARTIAL $1760.83 

10d. Unequally Yoked Workshop – Poblo International, New England District – PARTIAL $1760.83 

10e. Freezer Friends – Our Savior Lutheran Church, Topsfield, MA – PARTIAL $704.44 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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The Northern Zone invitation to the 2026 LWML-NED convention. 

The Convention welcomed 13 first timers. 

Pastor Harkey installs the new officers and nominating committee members. 

2024 LWML-NED District Convention 

Trumbull, CT, April 26-27, 2024 

“Where is God my Maker, 
who gives songs in the 

night” (Job 35:10). 

Author Katie Schuermann shares her 

message during the Friday evening 

session. 

http://www.LWML-NED.org
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Gifts of Generosity 
Building Confidence at the LWML-NED Convention 

 

Reflections by Nurșen Ӧğütveren, YWR 

Attending the 2024 LWML-NED Convention as the young woman representative for the Mt. Laurel District 
was a transformative experience that filled me with warmth and profound inspiration. The theme, "Songs in 
the Night," resonated deeply for me because, if I'm honest, the past year has been a challenging one where 
my faith has been tested through emotionally draining trials. 

I looked forward to the conference as an opportunity to retreat and refresh myself in God's presence. But 
true to God's signature abundance, it was so much more than that. This event not only nurtured my spiritual 
growth but also showcased the remarkable power of generosity in building personal confidence and nurtur-
ing community and transforming difficult situations. 

From the moment I stepped into the Marriott, I was absorbed into an atmosphere of warmth and welcome. 
It was more than just the smiles and greetings; it was a sense of coming home to a family I never knew I had. 
Despite my diverse background and being relatively new to the Lutheran faith, I never felt out of place. These 
women, many of whom differed from me in age and race, embraced me wholeheartedly, dissolving any fears 
of not fitting in. 

As a young woman representative for the Mt. Laurel District, I felt so grateful for the generosity I experi-
enced. I was given a role to play during the unfamiliar proceedings, the costs of my attendance and my stay 
at the hotel were paid for, and I was given such thoughtful gifts, my favorite being the Meant for Good bible 
study by Donna Snow. (Which has definitely convinced me that I HAVE to attend the fall conference to hear 
her speak in person!) I can honestly say I felt not only welcomed, but truly treasured by the women around 
me.  

Katie Schuermann's keynote on "Pew Sisters" was the highlight of the event. I was so moved by her testimo-
ny, and the joy she has in God despite her long journey of barrenness. Coming to the conference amidst a 
challenging season in my own life, her words felt like they were meant just for me, and I felt closer to God as I 
reflected on how I had his love through presence and provision of my faith-filled community.  

During the breakout session, "When God’s People Suffer", Katie spoke of the hardships we face and the 
doubts that can cloud our relationship with God. Her message about finding solace and strength in hymns 
was profoundly moving. Inspired by her, I did something outside my comfort zone after the conference and 
recorded myself singing a hymn. A few days later, I felt inexplicably compelled to share that private recording 
with a friend who was struggling with her mother's illness. I would typically be far too embarrassed to be so 
vulnerable. (Especially since I don't have Katie's lovely voice!) But the courage and connection that I felt from 
hearing Katie share her story was so powerful that I couldn't ignore the Spirit pulling on my heart to share a 
part of my own story with someone else. It turned out that my friend had been looking for a way to connect 
to God in the midst of her situation. She so loved the hymn that she said she was going to use that recording 
as a starting point for a new devotional practice she had been wanting to start.  

Being a newcomer, I wasn't sure what to expect at a conference of women who already enjoyed close sister-
hood. But the openness and invitation of the women around me was the biggest blessing of the conference. 
So many beautiful conversations started with swapping song suggestions. We shared stories of songs that 
saw us through our trials and songs that filled us with joy and confidence in God. I left the conference with a 
playlist of hymns and songs that have since become part of my own arsenal of faith. 

Another practical and delightful takeaway from the conference was learning about the many resources on 
the LWML website. My favorite has to be the Mite prayer calendar, which has become a cherished part of my 
daily routine with my young toddler. It's been a wonderful tool for introducing him to prayer and showing 
him how we can talk to God about anything, any time. This calendar has given us accessible topics for our 
daily prayers and taken the load of planning prayer topics off of my shoulders. 

Continued on page 14 
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Gifts of Generosity—continued from page 13 
 

I also gained a new curiosity and appreciation for our rich hymnal history during the breakout sessions. Un-
derstanding the stories behind the hymns we sing has deepened my connection to the songs and the peo-
ple who penned them. (Especially the women!) Now as we sing in service, I take note of the names in the 
footnotes, and am reminded that those are real people who have lived amazing lives and are still sharing 
the power of faith with me and other believers through music. 

During the convention, I was excited by the discussions around the mission grants and the tangible impacts 
these projects have worldwide. By the end of the conference, I even thought of applying for a mission grant 
myself to help care for disadvantaged postpartum mothers in my community. The supportive environment 
of the LWML dissolved the barriers that once made me question how I could make a difference. As I pray 
and ponder the causes close to my heart, I am emboldened by the knowledge that I have the backing of this 
incredible community to step out and be the hands and feet of Christ in new and impactful ways. 

The confidence I felt surrounded by such extraordinary women gave me a fresh perspective on the crisis of 
self-doubt many young women face today. The worldly message of the moment is one of scarcity and fear. 
As young women, we're constantly persuaded that we don't have enough time, enough money, or enough 
power to be acceptable to others, much less to be useful beyond ourselves. Online, that message is con-
stantly reinforced through images that welcome endless comparison and reinforce the narrative that we 
are not enough, and that we should direct our focus (and money!) on self-improvement lest we lose our 
worth entirely.  

By contrast, in a room full of joyful, mission-focused women serving God with generous hearts, I could see 
that the antidote was right in front of me. There is so much wisdom in God's invitation to generosity. Gen-
erosity is the ultimate act of self-confidence. In giving, we declare that we are enough, and that we have 
enough to share. This realization is liberating and empowering, especially for young women who are bom-
barded with contrary messages daily.  

Reflecting on those transformative two days, I am overwhelmed with gratitude for the countless blessings I 
received. The convention deepened my commitment to nurturing the spirit of generosity that permeated 
every interaction. As I move forward, I am eager to introduce more young women to the LWML, offering 
them a refuge from the competitive pressures of today's culture. These empowering spaces are not just 
beneficial; they are essential, providing a foundation where we can focus outwardly on the needs of others 
and inwardly cultivate confidence through acts of service. It is a profound blessing to be part of such a com-
munity, and I look forward to gathering again in the fall.  

 

Nurșen Ӧğütveren, Megan Hollrah, Sage Veino, Stephanie Schultz 

http://www.LWML-NED.org


 

14 The Beacon / Summer-Fall 2024  www.LWML-NED.org 

 

Position Name Email Address 

President Dr. June Merwin* president@lwml-ned.org 

Treasurer Barbara Lis* treasurer@lwml-ned.org 

Secretary Sue Lastowski* secretary@lwml-ned.org 

VP of Christian Life Christina Anop christianlife@lwml-ned.org 

VP of Communications Megan Hollrah communications@lwml-ned.org 

VP of Gospel Outreach Ruth Scheurmann** gospeloutreach@lwml-ned.org 

VP of Organizational Resources Doreen Wiese* organiztionalresources@lwml-ned.org 

VP of Special Focus Ministries Nancy Stinnett* specialfocus@lwml-ned.org 

Parliamentarian/Structure Chair Jan Krampitz structurecommittee@lwml-ned.org 

Senior Pastoral Counselor Rev. Volker Heide srcounselor@lwml-ned.org 

Junior Pastoral Counselor Rev. Kevin Mongeau* jrcounselor@lwml-ned.org 

Public Relations Gail Milke passiton@lwml-ned.org 

Beacon Editor Jennifer Gierke beacon@lwml-ned.org 

News Circulation Manager Priscilla Keurulainen newscirculation@lwml-ned.org 

Christian Life Committee Chair Delberta Novicki christianlifecommitteechair@lwml-ned.org 

Human Care Committee Chair Deac. Kim Slininger humancarecommitteechair@lwml-ned.org 

Mission Grant Chair Stephanie Schultz missiongrantschair@lwml-ned.org 

YWR Committee Chair Sage Veino youngwomencommitteechair@lwml-ned.org 

Archivist-Historian Betsy Gorneau historian@lwml-ned.org 

Web Servant Leslie Colligan webservant@lwml-ned.org 

Nominating Committee Chair Jennifer Gierke* nominations@lwml-ned.org 

Eastern Zone President Leslie Colligan easternzone@lwml-ned.org 

Koinonia Zone President Sue Dow koinoniazone@lwml-ned.org 

Mid Valley President Vickie Bohn midvalleyzone@lwml-ned.org 

Mountain Laurel VP Barbara Lis mountainlaurelzone@lwml-ned.org 

Northern Zone President vacant northernzone@lwml-ned.org 

     *Newly Elected  **Newly Appointed 

  

 

LWML-NED Board of Directors 2024-2026 

 

We are the Heart of the LWML because we 
are HIS: 
 

Held by His Word; 

Inspired to share His Gospel; and 

Surrounded by His grace. 

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and 

put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 

light shine before others. Matthew 5:14–16a  
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