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Dear Sisters in Christ,
The pandemic has certainly changed many things in our lives: how we work,
how we shop, how we go to church, how we see family and friends, etc. Even
before the pandemic, change was a constant in this life. The pace at which
things change seems to me to be speeding up or maybe I’m just getting
older and less adaptable.

Jesus Christ is
the same
yesterday, today,
and forever.
Hebrews 13:8

As we go through this ever-changing life, we can take comfort in the One that does not change, our
Heavenly Father. For I the Lord do not change (Malachi 3:6). Since God does not change, He is always loving,
always merciful, and always gracious to us, His dear children. But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and
gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness (Psalm 86:15).
Our LWML gatherings may have changed, but our mission has not. As Women in Mission, we are still, with
joy and thanksgiving, gathering our mites to fund our mission projects and share the unchangeable nature of
God in New England, across the country, and the world. With the confidence that heaven is our eternal
home, we share the Good News of Jesus’ death and resurrection with our words and actions and with our
mite offerings so that others may share in that same blessing of eternal life.
When the trials or constant changes of this life seem overwhelming, look to the Word and be assured of the
steadfastness of your loving Savior. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8).
May you be blessed as you serve the Lord with gladness where He has placed you.
Sharon Dever,
LWML-NED President

LWML Reaches 2019-2021 Mission Goal!
Sing the Doxology, “Praise God from Whom all blessings flow!” The
LWML, by God’s grace, has reached the mission goal of $2.1 million
set for the 2019-2021 biennium.
This means that all mission grants selected for this biennium can be
funded! God has great plans for spreading His Gospel story through
those ministries. He has great plans for the 2021-2023 mission grants
as well. Of the 65 completed mission grant submissions, 34 were
selected for the 2021 LWML Convention ballot and approved by the
LWML Board of Directors (BOD) and Presidents Assembly in January.
The LWML BOD and Presidents Assembly will meet in March to approve the 2021-2023 mission goal – and
after the end of the biennium (March 31, 2021) – any surplus mite offerings not given to mission grant
recipients in this biennium will be added on top of the allocation for the 2021-2023 mission grants. What a
joy and privilege it will be to pray, consider, discuss, and vote for those recipients!
LWML Treasurer Karla Koehler wrote, “We thank God for the many women and men who have generously
shared their material blessings so that the LWML can share the love and forgiveness of Christ!” Let the
trumpets sound and the cymbals crash, in praise to the Lord!
www.LWML-NED.org
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LWML-NED FALL RETREAT
Be Thou My Vision (In Such a Time as This)
November 5 & 6, 2021
Hilton DoubleTree at Bradley Airport
Windsor Locks, CT 06096
Highlights will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bible Studies led by Donna Snow
Reports from mission groups we have funded
A recap on national mites
A greeting from President Tim Yeadon
Networking
Fellowship
Worship
Singing
And of course chocolate on the tables!!!! What more could
we want?!!

Watch for more information in the Pass It On and on our website at
www.lwml-ned.org.
Questions or suggestions: call June Merwin at 860-581-0379 or email: christianlife@lwml-ned.org.
The Eastern Zone Invites you to the
LWML-New England District Convention
April 29-30, 2022
Holiday Inn, Taunton, MA
Theme: Let There Be Light—Genesis 1:3

Introducing Our Young Woman Representative
Please welcome Megan Hollrah from Immanuel Lutheran in Danbury, CT, as the New
England District's Young Woman Representative to the
LWML National Convention this June in Lexington, KY.
Megan describes herself as a peacemaker who is kind,
compassionate, patient, and a good listener. At church, she is
active in the young adult group, assists at the blood drives,
and has been on the evangelism board. Megan has attended the LCMS National
Youth Gatherings both as a youth participant and as a young adult volunteer. In
college, she was president of the Christian campus ministry during her senior year.
Currently, Megan is working as a paralegal. Her reference wrote, "Her heart for the
Lord is apparent in everything she does. She has a light that shines and
encourages those around her to see the good works of the Lord and all He does
for us. Megan has a servant's heart. She is giving of her time and her gifts. Megan
frequently contributes her time to helping others and inspiring all around her."
Let's warmly embrace Megan and welcome her into the LWML sisterhood. May God bless her as she learns
about the attributes of this wonderful organization and prepares for the national convention this summer.
Congratulations, Megan!
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
invites you to the

39th Biennial Convention
Thursday, June 24–Sunday, June 27, 2021
Rupp Arena at Central Bank Center • Lexington, Kentucky
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)
Zone Delegates: Please pray for the Holy Spirit to lead and guide our Zone Delegates as they vote for
national mission grants for the coming biennium and to choose new officers.
•

Eastern Zone—Christina Anop, Lutheran Church of the Way, Raynham, MA

•

Koinonia Zone—Susan Dow, Zion Lutheran Church, Bridgeport, CT

•

Mid-Valley Zone—Amy Eversole, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, New Hartford, CT

•

Mountain Laurel Zone—Barbara Lis, Christ Lutheran Church, Niantic, CT

•

Northern Zone—Jennifer Gierke, Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA

Discounted Early Registration is OPEN! You can take advantage of this discounted fee until April 15,
extended from the original date of March 15. Visit Convention Central on the LWML website for information.
Proposed Mission Grants for the 2021-23 biennium have been approved and have been posted on the
LWML website. www.lwml.org/2021-convention
Voting Change: For this convention, the voting process for MISSION GRANTS will be done online before the
convention. The delegates will vote online in May and the results will be announced at convention in June.
This allows Zones unable to find a delegate to travel to convention to still have representation and allows
more women to vote on mission grants. Voting for new officers and bylaw amendments will still be done at
the convention.
Everyone Can Watch the Convention Live! If you are unable to attend the Lexington convention in person,
you can still participate by watching live video streaming of the convention. All sessions and worship services
will be streamed live, and most will also be available for viewing later. A link to the live stream and printed
material and resources can be found on the LWML website at www.lwml.org/2021-convention. If you know of
others who cannot attend, consider inviting them over and making it a party!
Participate in a Virtual Mission Walk! For those who would like to be part of the LWML convention
experience but are unable to attend, you are invited to take part in a virtual Photo Finish Mission Walk in your
local area. Do everything you would normally do for a convention mission walk. Gather pledges or mission
dollars and choose a time and date for your walk. Go to www.lwml.org/2021-convention for details.

NEW LWML Mission Statement

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully
proclaim Christ, support Missions and equip
women to honor God by serving others.
www.LWML-NED.org
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CENTRAL MAINE MINISTRY CHOSEN
TO BE ON NATIONAL LWML BALLOT
For the first time, a ministry within the New England District has been chosen to be on the LWML National
Ballot for possible mission grant funding. Delegates to the 2021 Lutheran Women's Missionary League
Convention in Lexington, Kentucky from all over the country, will have the opportunity to vote for mission
grant funding for a Central Maine Ministry.
Hope Lutheran Church located in Bangor, Maine began 25 years ago. It is the most northeastern LCMS
congregation in the Synod. There are only three LCMS congregations located in the entire state of Maine,
which is among the list of “least churched” states in the nation. Deaconess Kim Slininger was called to Hope
Lutheran Church to reach out to the extensive Veteran and military community in the Bangor area. Principal
and Executive Director of Spirit Warrior, Deaconess Kim Slininger served in the US Air Force as an aircraft
mechanic on fighter aircraft, attaining the rank of Staff Sargent E-5. She is a disabled Veteran. Through the
Veteran’s Administration, Kim pursued her master’s degree in Diaconal Studies from the Concordia
Theological Seminary, FT. Wayne, IN. She continued her education in Clinical Pastoral Education while
volunteering as a Chaplain Intern at Eastern Maine Medical Center. Recently she finished her certification in
Palliative Care. Currently, Deaconess Kim serves as the Chaplain for the DAV Chapter 6 Bangor, Maine, and as
Deaconess for Hope Lutheran Church where she is responsible for outreach.
Deaconess Kim became aware of the challenges our service members face
every day as they return from the war theaters because of her own
undiagnosed PTSD as well as her experiences as Chaplin Intern. Often the
returning warriors experience a conflict between their moral standards and
the orders they had to carry out while in uniform. This moral conflict led
Deaconess Kim to research Equine Health and Well Being. She recognized
the benefits of this type of therapy with returning military personnel and
sees the need for this in Maine. Equine Experiential Learning is now a
recognized therapy for those suffering from Mental Health issues. Spirit
Warrior, L3C was born.
Spirit Warrior is the only program of its kind in Maine that offers Spiritual
healing. It is a program that addresses the need to provide pastoral/
diaconal care with horses, to those who have stood in the face of evil and
have returned. Current traditional therapy does not address the care of the
spirit. Many Veterans/Service members want to connect with God and great
theological discussions take place while caring for the horses. It assists in
the veterans' integration into civilian life. The core principles of Spirit
Warrior:
1.We offer the grace of God to all who are suffering.
2.We proclaim the name of Christ in our work and our actions.
3.We will be good stewards of all that is entrusted to us.

Marlena sharing a good “horse
laugh” with Deaconess Kim
Slininger

Spirit Warrior not only can improve the life of the Veteran/Service Member, but by doing so, they improve
the family life and community, as well. One recent Veteran "graduated" from the program by being confident
enough to apply for a job in the Southern part of the state. Something he could not have done the previous
year due to crippling anxiety. Subsequently, he returned to the barn with his father to show him around and
to become part of "the herd." His sister was impressed with the improvement in her brother's life and has
become a part-time paid employee to help other Veterans/Service members as well.
This LWML grant can provide funding for 58 veterans to go through the program. For more information, go to
http://www.spiritwarrior.me
I was pushed back and about to fall,
but the Lord helped me.
The Lord is my strength and my defense
he has become my salvation.
Psalm 118:13-14
4
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Healing the Invisible Wounds of War through Horses
Spirit Warrior, Central Maine

Marlena connecting with a nurse who
works with Veterans, during the
COVID pandemic.

LWML CONVENTION MANUAL
GRANT DISCRIPTION
6. Healing the Invisible Wounds of War through Horses
Spirit Warrior, Central Maine $95,000
Maine is among the list of “least churched” states in the
nation. It has only three LCMS churches in the entire state
and has only five Veteran Administration Chaplains.
Deaconess Kim Slininger was called to Hope Lutheran
Church to reach out to the extensive veteran and military
community in the Bangor area. Deaconess Kim is herself a
disabled veteran, and the Spirit Warrior program is an
extension of her ministry. Spirit Warrior is a program that
addresses the need to provide pastoral/diaconal care using
horses, to those who have stood in the face of evil and have
returned. Current traditional therapy does not address the
care of the spirit. Many veterans/service members want to
connect with God and theological discussions take place
while caring for the horses. This grant will provide funding
for 58 veterans to go through the program.
WHEREAS, Christ has compassion for suffering people, and
His disciples embody Christ and have compassion for those
who suffer; and
WHEREAS, deaconesses are called and desire to share that
compassion with the suffering assisted by Equines; and
WHEREAS, deaconesses are unable to fully fund the cost of
Spirit Warrior Equine Experiential Learning; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the delegates of the 2021 Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League Convention scheduled for
Lexington, Kentucky, vote the sum of $95,000 to help fund
Healing the Invisible Wounds of War through Horses.
www.LWML-NED.org
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Counselor’s Corner
by Rev. David Riley, Senior Counselor
God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It
The winter days in the season of Epiphany are often dark and gloomy. For some
people, this weather can cause them to feel depressed and frustrated. Especially during these anxious
months of the Coronavirus Pandemic, our mood can certainly match the weather. As we move closer to the
penitential season of Lent, we remember that the Epiphany season we are journeying through is a season of
lights. This season of lights emphasizes Jesus' divine nature and human nature in one person. The word
“Epiphany” comes from the Greek word “epiphaneia” meaning “to reveal” or “show forth”.
On the First Sunday after the Epiphany, the Baptism of Our Lord is celebrated. Jesus was born at Christmas
to be Our Savior, to suffer and die on Good Friday, and to rise from the dead on Easter morning. Jesus steps
into the waters of the Jordan River to receive the sins of the whole world. As Romans 6 reminds us, the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism offers us significant spiritual blessings. The blessed apostle writes: “Do you not
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried
therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”
On the Sunday in 2021, designated as “The Baptism of Our Lord”, my congregation sang a wonderful hymn
extolling this precious gift from God. On January 10, we sang LSB 594 “God's Own Child, I Gladly Say it”. The
lyrics were written by German Lutheran pastor Erdmann Neumeister (translated by Robert E. Voelker) in
1718 with music composed by Johann Caspar Bachofen. Mr. Neumeister was a theologian, poet, and wrote
the texts for five of Bach's cantatas. Mr. Bachofen studied theology in the Reformed church. During his
lifetime, he served as a musician, teacher, music director, and composer. His tune for this hymn is light,
breezy and fast-moving.
The words of the hymn are full of theological importance. My baptism counters the powers of sin, the devil,
and this world. I am reminded of how valuable my Baptism really is. God is the One Who paid the steep
price to redeem me from sin. When my past sins seek to disturb me, the waters of my Baptism are a flood of
complete and unconditional forgiveness. When Satan tries to accuse me, the power of my Baptism unravels
the might of the devil. When I die, I will not be sad because my Baptism defeats the power of death and
welcomes me into paradise. Because of my Baptism, my body will rest secure in the grave, knowing that
Jesus will raise my new, glorified body as a child of paradise.
This hymn supplements the answers given in Martin Luther's Small Catechism regarding Holy Baptism. In
responding to the question “What benefits does Baptism give?”, Luther writes “It works forgiveness of sins,
rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and
promises of God declare.”
Next year, when your congregation celebrates Our Lord's Baptism, suggest to your pastor that you sing LSB
594. It's a wonderful way to defeat the blues of winter! It will provide light and hope to this sin-darkened
world as we enter Lent and look forward to our Lord's victorious Resurrection on Easter!
God's Richest Blessings,
Rev. David Riley

LWML Prayer Service 2021
The 2021 Prayer Service, written by past LWML Pastoral Counselor Rev. Robert
Mundahl, is "He Prayed with Them," based on Acts 20:36b. When was the last time
you prayed with someone? Not for someone, but with someone? We are
encouraged in Scripture to be people of prayer, and prayer marks us as children of
the heavenly Father. He has promised to hear us and to answer our prayers. May the
2021 Prayer Service encourage and expand our life of prayer to include praying with
others.
6
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Let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven . (Matthew 5:16)

Women in Mission—Zones in Action
Together Remote
Greetings from Trinity, Keene NH!
Stay at home, social distance, face coverings, and quarantine are common
terms since 2020. The ladies at Trinity followed guidelines, yet we worked
"together remote" and with God's help accomplished much. We set up no
contact delivery and pickup points. In the Spring thru Summer, we made
550 face coverings for Lutheran World Relief. Continuing "together
remote", we made 56 blankets, 28 pillowcases, and 52 hats, scarves, and
mittens for those in need. This is an ongoing project. Once we can meet,
we will continue together in person.
We are being optimistic in our
planning to host the Northern Zone
Fall Rally in October (pending
guidelines in place at that time).

To God be the Glory.
Blessings, Eileen Nelson

Souper Bowl Was a Super Success

Jennifer Gierke, Kathy Schnitger
and Bette Hoyt get the desserts
packaged and ready

The LWML ladies at Lutheran Church of
the Savior in Bedford, MA look forward
to hosting their annual Souper Bowl
event each year, which helps support
the Central Food Ministry in Lowell, MA.
Due to COVID restrictions, they had to
find a new way to reach the church
families that enjoy the soups and
desserts. Instead of hosting it like a
bake sale after church, they took orders
online and offered curbside pick-up.
The new procedures worked well, and
the event was a smashing success!
Some of the soups and desserts ready for
Close to $2,000 was raised to help
pick up
CFM!

A New Way of Doing Things
Finding new ways to gather gives us opportunities to include friends who might not attend a
“meeting” but will take an hour to gather online. If you are missing your church and LWML
friends, set up a video conference. Enjoy one of our wonderful LWML devotions, sip a cup of
coffee from your favorite mug and reacquaint yourself with these special friends as you each
celebrate being a Lutheran Woman in Mission.
Behold, I am doing a new thing now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert. Isaiah 43:19
www.LWML-NED.org

The Beacon / Winter-Spring 2021

7

LWML - New England District
Mite Report
News from the Treasurer, Sue Lastowski
I am happy to report some exciting news regarding our mites for the
current biennium. We have now funded our first three mission projects:
Orphan Grain Train received $5000;
Reach Me! Teach Me! received $5000; and
Trinity Lutheran Preschool will soon receive $1200.

During this COVID-19 crisis, societies have found it hard to meet and even harder to run functions. Yet, our
LWML ladies find a way to support our missions, both with church collections and individual donations.
2020-2022 Mission Goal of $71,000 allocated as follows:
$46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects
$17,750 for National LWML Mission Projects
$7,100 for LWML-NED District Administration
st,

As of January 31 we have collected $18,546 toward our biennium goal. Well done!
Please continue to save and remit your mite donations. Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of
Christ locally, nationally and internationally and continues even during COVID-19.
Please send your Mites to: Sue Lastowski LWML-NED Treasurer P.O. Box 626 Holyoke, MA 01041

LWML-NED Current Mission Project
Grant 4: Lydia Comfort Dog, Messiah Lutheran Church, Lynnfield, MA

$5,000

Lydia Comfort Dog brings comfort to people at schools, nursing homes, hospitals, and in disaster response
situations. Funds are needed for Lydia and her handler to quickly deploy when invited to emergency or
disaster sites. Sudden travel is expensive. Prior grants have helped pay for Lydia’s
quick response to Florida and Texas.

We are the Heart of the LWML because we are HIS:
Held by His Word;
Inspired to share His Gospel;
Surrounded by His grace.
Each woman of the LCMS is the Heart of LWML. Christ is in the heart of each woman as she engages in
mission education, mission inspiration, mission service, and mission support. Each woman of the LCMS is
invited to embrace her role as a Lutheran Woman in Mission. A PowerPoint presentation that outlines why
Lutheran Women in Mission are the Heart of LWML is posted under the “Service” tab on the LWML website.
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