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It was an honor to be elected LWML-NED President and is a privilege to serve you and the LWML-NED. I
want to thank Jennifer Gierke for her willingness to serve in the office, and I am glad to report that she will
continue to serve the LWML-NED as Beacon editor.
I know it was difficult for all of us not to gather for our convention in April.
We missed being together to be in the Word, to sing praises to our God, to
hear about missions, to commune together and to be in fellowship with one
another. This time of pandemic has been a difficult one for many dealing
with separation and isolation, lost jobs and income, the death of loved ones,
the missing of milestones, etc. Many have lost hope. How blessed are we,
LWML women of faith, to have our hope anchored in Christ during this storm
of life. “We who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to
hold fast to the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast
anchor of the soul.” (Hebrews 6:18b-19a) Our hope in the promise of eternal
life anchors us when the storms of life come. This hope is not an uncertainty
for us as in, “I hope it doesn’t rain today,” but a sure and certain fact based
on the Word of God.
One Sunday during the pandemic, we listened online to a service where the Pastor preached on the lesson
of the day from 1 Peter 3. Verse 15 says, “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect.” He then asked his congregation if during this time of pandemic and during other
“storms” that come into their lives, if they looked and acted as if they have hope? Do we act as if we know
our salvation is secure? As LWML women we know that the “storms” will come, but trusting that our
salvation is secure, let our words and actions testify to a hurting world of our eternal hope.
Another way we show that our hope is anchored in Christ is through our mite giving to help others hear of
Jesus, our hope. Our delegates have stepped out in faith to collect $71,000 over the next two years for
mission work in New England, the United States and throughout the world. Please reflect on how the Lord
has blessed you and prayerfully consider what you can give back to Him that He has promised to bless and
use to bring others into the Kingdom.
May the Lord bless you and keep you safe and well!
Sharon Dever, President
www.LWML-NED.org
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From the Christian Life Department
June Merwin, Vice President
ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org

LWML-NED FALL RETREAT
It is with regret that we have cancelled our LWML-NED 2020 Retreat planned for November 6-7,
2020. It was a difficult decision with many factors taken into account, but we know it is the right
thing to do with all of the COVID-19 concerns.
We had a SMASHING team pulled together for this Retreat so the plan is to carry over all our ideas
to the 2021 retreat. So... MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the 2021 LWML-NED Retreat!
November 5 & 6, 2021 at the Hilton DoubleTree at Bradley Airport
Donna (Pyle) Snow will lead us in three stimulating Bible studies. The wonderful team from this year
has graciously agreed to be on the retreat team for next year. Lots of activities are planned:
•

Reports from mission groups we have funded

•

A recap on national mites

•

A greeting from President Tim Yeadon

•

Networking

•

Fellowship

•

Worship

•

Singing

•

And of course chocolate on the tables!!!! What more could we want?!!

See you there if not before. Questions or suggestions: call June Merwin at 860-581-0379 or write
christianlife@lwml-ned.org.

New Devotion Booklet Available
Featuring a New England Author
Do you feel like you are in the lazy days of summer, or are you anxiously
waiting for the cool crisp days of autumn? LWML has a new devotion booklet
called Devotions for All Seasons to encourage you in your walk with God, in
whatever season you find yourself. These devotions are centered on the
seasons of the year as well as on the seasons of your life. Authors Lynn
Batchelder (from Maine and one of our past presidents), Edie Norris, and
Marilyn Stuckwisch captured the essence of spring, summer, autumn, and
winter in this set of 20 new devotions. Devotions for All Seasons would make
a great gift tucked into a sympathy or get well card. It’s available in the LWML
Store at: https://www.lwml.org/store.
LWML-NED Current Mission Grant: Reach Me! Teach Me!
Trinity Christian School, Keene, NH $5,000
Trinity Christian School is primary mission of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Keene, NH. This grant will fund a portion of a one-year
marketing campaign produced by a Christian marketing agency to
create awareness of the church and school, increase school
enrollment and reach more children with a Christian education.
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
invites you to the

39th Biennial Convention
Thursday, June 24–Sunday, June 27, 2021
Rupp Arena at Central Bank Center • Lexington, Kentucky

Running the Race … Looking to Jesus
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the
throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)

Convention Goal
Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord.

Convention Logo Explanation
The convention logo incorporates the shape of the last letter of the Greek alphabet, Omega, and
makes reference to the passage from Scripture, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end” (Revelation 22:13). The symbol is shaped like a horseshoe, which
is appropriate, as horses are a large part of the Kentucky culture.
Ancient Greeks awarded horseshoe-shaped laurel wreaths to victors of competitions. In our logo,
the laurel wreath symbolizes our victory in Christ.
The banner was a method of announcing an official proclamation. Our banner proclaims that we
are “Running the Race ... Looking to Jesus.”

Searching New England for a Young Woman
Representative to the National Convention
Do you know a young woman (preferably 22-35 years of age) who is a member
of the LCMS and has a deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ? A
daughter? Granddaughter? Niece? Friend? Maybe even you? If so, she could
represent the New England District as a Young Woman Representative (YWR) at
the LWML Convention in Lexington, KY, June 24-27, 2021. She will be asked to participate in all
parts of the convention and any YWR planned activities.
This is a wonderful opportunity for any young woman who has a desire to make a difference and
serve in a sincere and dedicated manner. Enthusiasm to learn and be involved is a must!
Information and application is available at http://lwml-ned.org/special-focus/. Applications should
be returned by November 30, 2020.
For more information contact Sage Veino, Young Women Committee at mrs.sage@lwml-ned.org.

www.LWML-NED.org
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Counselor’s
Corner by Rev. Ed Harkey, Junior Counselor

Blessing by Association
“These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them …” [Matthew 10:5a]
As of the writing of this article, the church is now in its third week of readings from
Matthew 10. The first week’s theme highlighted Jesus’ compassion, that visceral emotion that encapsulates
what I believe to be Jesus’ personal mission statement, the very passion that drove Him to the cross. In week
two it was about fear, not so much the fears that seek to overtake us as Jesus’ disciples, but fear centered in
what the Small Catechism calls “the fear, love and trust in God above all things.” In week three, especially in
the latter portion of chapter 10, there is what one might call “blessing by association.”
Here is how Matthew describes it:
“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. The one who
receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who receives a
righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person's reward. And
whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to
you, he will by no means lose his reward.” [Matthew 10:40-43 ESV]
Here, we see an important principle at work, others being blessed by those whom the Holy Spirit calls,
gathers and enlightens with His gifts. Yes, while it is true, we as Christians can bring the “aroma of death” to
a perishing planet, we are also, St. Paul says, “the aroma of Christ to God for those who are being saved …
spreading the knowledge of him everywhere.” [2 Corinthians 2:14-15] This is to say that the very presence of
Jesus’ disciples in the world brings a blessing to our neighbors and our community, where the greatest
“reward” they can receive is the very Savior we seek to represent and bring to them. “The ungodly fare well
because of the godly,” Luther once said, even if they don’t fully realize it, or even despise what it is we bring.
“All good things fall to their lot because of their association with the godly and as a result of the blessing of
the godly.” There you have it: “Blessing by association.”
I rejoice to have been blessed by my association with the LWML. Though this is my first stint in an official
capacity with these women of Christ, I have had a long standing relationship with them and the work that
they do. This relationship began with my own mother who, among other vocations, served with the LWML
in her local zone in Killeen, Texas. She loved Jesus, and the women with whom she served. It is her own love
of mission that brought me to faith (my sister and father too)! Out of that gracious call, I have been
compelled forward, in love for that same mission, that same passion for the Passion.
I know you share in that passion as well. Where it is my sincere prayer that together, we might continue to
serve the Lord, seeking to be a blessing to those around us, especially those who may not know Jesus. I’d
like to leave you with a bit of an assignment. Spend a little time rummaging around in the Scriptures,
looking for as many instances as you can in which folks were blessed by their association with one of God’s
own. An example might be the widow at Zarephath, who because of her association with the prophet Elijah,
was blessed with a never ending supply of flour and oil. If you recall, even her son was blessed when the
prophet raised him from the dead. (1 Kings 17)
What greater blessing can we be, or give, to another, than their own resurrection in Christ, all the while
pointing them to the unending provision from a Savior who loves us all.
Blessed to be blessing,
Pastor Ed Harkey
Junior Counselor
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Let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven . (Matthew 5:16).

LWML-NED Board of Directors
Position
President
Treasurer
Secretary
VP of Christian Life
VP of Communications
VP of Gospel Outreach
VP of Organizational Resources
VP of Special Focus Ministries
Parliamentarian/Structure Chair
Senior Pastoral Counselor
Junior Pastoral Counselor
Public Relations
Beacon Editor
News Circulation Manager
Christian Life Committee Chair
Human Care Committee Chair
Mission Grant Chair
YWR Committee Chair
Archivist-Historian
Web Servant
Nominating Committee Chair
Eastern Zone President
Koinonia Zone President
Mid Valley President
Mountain Laurel VP
Northern Zone President
*Newly Elected Officers

Name
Sharon Dever*
Sue Lastowski
Doreen Wiese
June Merwin
Amy Eversole
Donna Madonna
Cindy Zattich*
Deac. Tiffany Manor*
Jan Krampitz
Rev. David Riley
Rev. Ed Harkey*
Gail Milke
Jennifer Gierke
Priscilla Keurulainen
Delberta Novicki
Christina Anop
Sue Dow
Sage Veino
Betsy Gorneau
Leslie Colligan
Priscilla Keurulainen
Leslie Colligan
Sue Dow
Vickie Bohn
Barbara Lis
Peggy Wang

Email Address
president@lwml-ned.org
treasurer@lwml-ned.org
secretary@lwml.org
christianlife@lwml-ned.org
communications@lwml-ned.org
gospeloutreach@lwml-ned.org

organiztionalresources@lwml-ned.org

specialfocus@lwml-ned.org
structurecommittee@lwml-ned.org
srcounselor@lwml-ned.org
jrcounselor@lwml-ned.org
passiton@lwml-ned.org
beacon@lwml-ned.org
newscirculation@lwml-ned.org
christianlifecommitteechair@lwml-ned.org
humancarecommitteechair@lwml-ned.org

missiongrantschair@lwml-ned.org

youngwomencommitteechair@lwml-ned.org

historian@lwml-ned.org
webservant@lwml-ned.org
nominations@lwml-ned.org
easternzone@lwml-ned.org
koinoniazone@lwml-ned.org
midvalleyzone@lwml-ned.org
mountainlaurelzone@lwml-ned.org
northernzone@lwml-ned.org

From the Special Focus Ministry Department
Deaconess Tiffany Manor, Vice President
SpecialFocus@lwml-ned.org
LWML YOUth in Mission (formerly known as Teen LWML) is a special way to connect younger
women to the work of the LWML. The objectives of YOUth in Mission are:
•
•
•
•

Suggest ideas as to how to make YOUth feel as though they are valued members of the body of Christ
and the LWML
Connect YOUth with the big picture of LWML and its mission
Equip mentors with resources to engage youth in opportunities for spiritual growth, mission, and service.
Provide ideas for YOUth in Mission activities that encompass multiple generations

If your LWML society has teens and young women involved or is interested in learning more about YOUth
in Mission please reach out to our NED Young Women's Representative Sage Veino at:
youngwomencommitteechair@lwml-ned.org.
www.LWML-NED.org
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Mountain Laurel Zone - News & Notes
from Vice-President Barbara Lis

The ladies of our Mountain Laurel Zone Lutheran
Women in Mission groups are looking forward to
meeting again together, in person, face-to-face at a Zone Gathering. Oh, the
anticipated joy of that next meeting! Maybe next spring?
Until then, your zone officers Secretary Sherlene Skov, Treasurer Doreen Wiese, Zone
Counselor Reverend Wiese, and I encourage you to continue to Serve the Lord with
Gladness, mail your mites to the District Treasurer, and keep each other in your
prayers.
“Mountain Laurel”
Image licensed under CC BY-SA

Here are the churches of our Zone to remember in your prayers:
Ashaway RI, Bantam CT, Cheshire CT, Groton CT, Madison CT, Meriden CT,
Middletown CT, Naugatuck CT, New London CT, Niantic CT, Orange CT,
Wallingford CT, and Waterbury CT.

The Convention That Almost Was…

In A Year that Never Was
I was very disappointed when the decision, very appropriately for
safety reasons, was made to cancel the 2020 LWML New England
District Convention. I personally refer to this year as the year that
never was. Generally, life as we know it has been cancelled due to
the coronavirus. And yet the convention theme somehow means so
much more to me in so many ways. I see the logo on the convention
items, that the convention committee made, around my house. And
then think of the reasons why we did not have the convention. So
many people are suffering from the coronavirus in so many different
ways. That simple logo gives me a little nudge to say a simple
prayer: Lord, Let There Be Light!
The Lord provided a wonderful group of ladies to plan the convention! I want to thank the Eastern
Zone Convention Committee ladies who diligently planned for two years and looked forward to
greeting all our mite collecting, prayer warrior, sisters in Christ at convention. Also, a special thank
you to the ladies who, just as our churches could open up, came and counted the LWML ballots.
The Lord’s light has been shining through all you ladies. Even though it was the convention that
almost was …thank you, and well done ladies!
So, ladies of the Eastern Zone, what about Let there be Light in 2030?
Thank you again!
Leslie Colligan, Eastern Zone President
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September to Remember —
LWML Sunday 2020

LWML’s GivingTuesday

The first Sunday in October is traditionally set
aside for the observation of LWML Sunday,
but it may be celebrated at any time.

This year, LWML will celebrate GivingTuesday on
September 15. Anyone may remember or honor
loved ones, mentors, LWML sisters, or pastoral
counselors — someone who kindled their love
for doing the Lord’s kingdom work.

The theme for LWML Sunday 2020 is based
on Jesus’ words to the chief priests and
Pharisees found in Matthew 21:43 that… The
kingdom of God will be … given to a people
producing its fruits. As people of the kingdom
of God, God graciously nurtures us and
generously gives us everything we need to
produce fruit for the kingdom during the fruit
-bearing season of our lives. In response to
God’s grace and empowered by the Holy
Spirit through Word and Sacrament, Kingdom
People (in the LWML) Produce Kingdom Fruit
for the season of our whole life on this earth.
2020 LWML Sunday downloadable materials,
authored by Rev. Larry Krueger, are now
available at www.LWML.org.
About the Author: Rev. Larry Krueger is a
native Texan. His ministry experiences have
included various pastoral roles, as well as
Assistant to the President of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. He served as
Pastoral Counselor for the LWML Texas
District and as representative of the Synod
president to the LWML. He and his wife,
Sally, live in Waco, Texas, where he serves as
Senior Pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church
and Secretary of the Texas District.
www.LWML-NED.org

On the LWML website beginning September 1
and culminating on September 15, there will be
articles from women and pastors telling their
stories of special people who influenced and
encouraged, guided and inspired, and cheered
them along on their LWML journey.
For resources to promote GivingTuesday in your
local group or congregation, go to the
GivingTuesday page on the website:
www.LWML.org.
A New Way of Doing Things
Finding new ways to gather gives us
opportunities to include friends who might not
attend a “meeting” but will take an hour to
gather online. If you are missing
your church and LWML friends,
set up a video conference. Enjoy
one of our wonderful LWML
devotions, sip a cup of coffee
from your favorite mug and
reacquaint yourself with these
special friends as you each
celebrate being a Lutheran Woman in Mission.
Behold, I am doing a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert. Isaiah 43:19
The Beacon / Summer-Fall 2020
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LWML - New England District
Mite Report
News from the Treasurer, Sue Lastowski
Even though Covid-19 has curbed our in-person gatherings and
fundraising events, our LWML-NED ladies are still as faithful with their
mites as they can be.
July's mite remittance totals included a very special gift from one
couple's investment portfolio--a check for $3,000!

As of July 31st, we have collected $7,531.35 of our overall biennium goal
of $71,000. And we are only $104.62 away from totally funding our Orphan Grain Train mission project.—
UPDATE: Mission Grant #1 was PAID IN FULL on August 3, 2020!
Please, send your Mites to: Sue Lastowski LWML-NED Treasurer P.O. Box 626 Holyoke, MA 01041
Contribution Date/Source

Contributions
Total

LWML-NED
Mission
Grants

LWML-NED
Admin. Costs

From Zones/Individual Donations
From Joyful Response

$3,471.00
$105.00

$2,256.15
$68.25

$867.75
$26.25

$347.10
$10.50

Total Mites: July, 2020

$3,576.00

$2,324.40

$894.00

$357.60

Amount to
Fund

2020-2022 LWML-NED Mission Grants
(Total Mission Goal: $71,000)

Amount
Funded
(as of
7/31/20)

1. Orphan Grain Train, New England

$5,000.00

$5,000.00

2. Reach Me! Teach Me!
3. Trinity Lutheran Preschool

$5,000.00
$1,200.00

$0.00
$0.00

4. Lydia Comfort Dog

$5,000.00

$0.00

5a. CT Seminary CO-OP

$2,500.00

$0.00

5b. Feed My Faith
6. Short Term Mission Trips

$1,000.00
$6,000.00

$0.00
$0.00

7. Capstone Education Fund

$5,000.00

$0.00

8. At Just the Right Time

$3,500.00

$0.00

9. Support to Missionaries in Ghana
10. Prodigal Ministry

$5,000.00
$2,000.00

$0.00
$0.00

11. Concordia Seminary

$3,000.00

$0.00

12. Caring for Haitian Saints

$1,950.00

$0.00

LWML-NED
Mission
Grants
$2,570.98
$2,324.40
$4,895.38

LWMLNational
Mission
Grant
$988.84
$894.00
$1,882.84

Year-To Date
Prior Month's Biennium Total
Total Collected This Month
Total Collected As of 7/31/20
8

LWMLNational
Mission
Grant
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Contributions
Total
$3,955.35
$3,576.00
$7,531.35

FUNDED/
DISBURSED

FUNDED

LWML-NED
Admin. Costs
$395.54
$357.60
$753.14
www.LWML-NED.org

