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Let me introduce you…. 
 

Let me introduce you to some friends of mine. If you don’t know them already, I assure you that when meet 
them, you’ll be happy to say, “They are my friends too!” 

My friends live in the Northeast, the 6 New England states. My friends are from all walks of life; some are 
older than I am, some are younger; some are the ‘life of the party’ and some are the ‘quiet ones;’ some have 
worked outside of the home and for some, home is their work; they are artists, craftswomen, gardeners, 
bakers, cooks, sewers, knitters, readers, writers, and hostesses; they are detail-oriented or big-picture people; 
they are planners or they are impromptu; they are daughters, mothers, sisters, aunts, grandmothers, grand-
aunts, and neighbors. Such a variety -- I can’t list everything! 

What does this group have in common? They love Jesus and know He is their Savior; they attend LCMS 
churches; they want to know and understand the Word of God; they believe we are all called to share the 
Good News of the Gospel; they are ‘senders’ and support our missionaries, and they may be ‘goers’ on short 
term mission trips; they like to help others and understand that we are Jesus’ hands and feet here on earth; 
they like gathering with one another to praise God for the opportunities, challenges and joys He has blessed 
us with. 
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“Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

It is He alone 

Who redeemed us sinners, 

Guides us as His own 

To enjoy the blessings 

Of His love and grace, 

Will at last in glory 

Meet us face to face. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! 

Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

Glorify His name.  

Serve the Lord with Gladness, v1 

Tune: 662 LSB, 518 LW, 658 TLH 
Prof. Ernest Lewerenz  

Can you guess? Of course! I’m talking about our Lutheran 
Women in Mission in New England. I’m sure when I said The 
Word, Missions, Service and Fellowship you guessed right away.   

Let me re-introduce you to the friends and sisters I have worked 
with on your District Board of Directors. See if you can guess the 
variety of God-given gifts and talents! Marianne our dedicated 
Secretary; Shirley and Susan our good-with-numbers Treasurers; 
Janice and June, Christian Life VPs and planners of our fabulous 
Retreats; Delberta, Amy, Gail, Jennifer, Priscilla, Leslie and of 
course Carol Sokofski, our print and online Communications 
gurus; Cindy, Donna and Sue in Gospel Outreach who promote 
Missions and facilitate requests for Scholarships and Mission 
Projects; Sharon, Pat, Jan and Marla in Organizational Resources, 
Structure, and Leader Development keeping our bylaws, 
procedures and membership; Jennifer, Sage, and Chris with 
Special Focus Ministries for young women and human care; Gail 
and Jan, Parliamentarians, such a blessing; Betsy our Archivist; 
Pastoral Counselors Reverend Bessette (twice), Reverend 
Richardt, and Reverend Riley; and our Zone Presidents Leslie, 
Peggy, Gail & Sharon, Vickie, and Sharon. If you don’t know a 
name, let me introduce you at Convention! 

It has been my privilege to serve as your District President. My 
joy was to lead this amazing group of dedicated volunteers -- 
Sisters in Christ who are “Serving the Lord with gladness.” All 
praise to Him!   

President Barbara Lis 
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Counselor’s 

Corner 

Dear wonderful ladies of the New England LWML, 

The theme of your upcoming convention really hits home with me, “Let There Be 

Light.” I love to drive, especially at night. I like seeing how things are lit up. I 

remember when Bonnie and I would come home to New England from seminary. 

When we drive through Cleveland, there was one building that the top half glowed 

with a red light. Then we’d be going through Pennsylvania and we would see this light

-up cross on a hill. New York had one lighted overpass, and you would see other weary travelers going back 

and forth on it. Then we finally hit home, and coming down Interstate 91, just as we got into Holyoke, our 

hometown, from the highway, we would see the lighted cross and steeple of our home church, First Lutheran 

Church and School. What a comfort that was for the both of us; we were home! Let there be light! Light is 

important, it guides you, it makes you feel safe, and, most importantly, it pushes back darkness. 

The LCMS churches throughout New England are a light unto a darkened world. Our churches stand as 

beaming fortresses in a world that does not know Jesus and does not care to learn. Ladies, I would say more 

than ever, this is where you come in. The Ladies of the LWML carry that light out into the world, through your 

many and various gifts to many and various ministries. You courageous ladies have heard the call: “Let there 

be light,” which could be said, let there be Jesus. John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am light of 

the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

I am so thankful to God for each and every one of you! You carry the light of the world that is Jesus in each of 

your hearts, and that light shines so that others may know Jesus and thus they come to the light of Jesus in a 

troubled world. What I also love about the ladies of the LWML New England District is that all of you know 

that without Jesus, there is no light. You know that the light you carry is not from yourselves, but is the love 

that Jesus has for each and every one of you. Dear ladies, what a joy it is to be among those who love the Lord 

and Savior Jesus and will always stand ready and together to show the world that there is light, that there is 

Jesus. I pray you never stop proclaiming, “Let there be light.” Let there be Jesus who will bless and guide all 

of our efforts! “Let there be light.” Let there be Jesus who will carry us safely from this darkened world to 

Himself! “Let there be light.” Let there be Jesus who pushes back the darkness of this world and brings those 

who love Him into His marvelous light! Praise, honor and glory to the Light of the world, Jesus Christ. 

In His service, 

Rev. Randall T. Bessette, Sr. 

LWML 39th Biennial Convention 
 

Date: June 24–27, 2021 

Location: Lexington, Kentucky 
 

 

Scripture Verse: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
 

Goal Statement: Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8:12&version=ESV
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The Eastern Zone: The Eastern Zone Spring Rally date is set for 
Sunday, March 22nd at Trinity Lutheran Church, 195 Centre Street, 
West Roxbury, MA. Suggested donation of $10.00. Devotions start at 
1:00 p.m. Our speakers will be Professor George Nyamdi, twice 
candidate for the Presidency of the Republic of Cameroon and Melanie 
Shapiro, Esq., an immigration attorney. 

The Koinonia Zone: The Koinonia Zone will join the women of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Danbury, CT, on Sunday, May 3rd, at 3:00 
pm for an afternoon tea. The speaker for the event is a member of Immanuel, Norma Lopez-Burton, 
and she will speak on the topic, “My Quilt, My Life.” All women of the Zone are invited to attend. 

The Mid-Valley Zone: The Mid-Valley Zone will hold their Spring Rally on Sunday, May  3rd, at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 400 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA. Check in and registration with 
coffee begin at 3:00 pm. 

The Northern Zone: The Northern Zone will hold their Spring Rally on Saturday, May 16th at Our 
Savior Lutheran Church, 17 Marshall Hill Road, Westminster, MA 01473. Check in and 
registration with coffee begin at 9:30 am. 

The Mountain Laurel Zone: The LWML Ladies of the Mountain Laurel Zone are invited to 
attend the Spring Rallies in all the Zones. 

ZONE RALLIES 

From the Human Care Committee—Christina Anop, Chairperson 

To my dear LWML Sisters, I would to introduce you to Michael Morizio. He is a missionary from our New 
England district. He is presently serving the LCMS in Eurasia. Please keep Michael, his wife Nancy and their 
mission in your prayers. I will keep you updated on his ministry as I receive news from him. 

Blessings to all, Christina Anop, Human Care Committee  
 
Michael and Nancy Jane Morizio serve the Lord through The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Eurasia, based in Italy. Michael 
is the associate regional business manager. He works closely with the 
Eurasia regional business manager and the Eurasia regional director to 
manage the business affairs of the LCMS in this part of the world. He 
helps support the practical needs of all LCMS missionaries serving in 
this region and works with local church partners on long-term mission 
projects. Michael and Nancy Jane also help with translation and 
implementation of the Divine Liturgies and Lutheran Service Book 
musical settings into Italian. 
 

Michael’s hometown is Waltham, MA. His hobbies include singing, playing tennis, choral and sacred song 
composition and building great start-up companies. Nancy Jane’s hometown is Atlanta, GA. Nancy Jane is an 
internationally licensed tour director, and she works with Michael to run AbruzzoPresto, Inc. (a private 
touring business). Nancy Jane’s hobbies include singing, diving, reading and graphic design. 
 
Pray for Michael and Nancy Jane as they serve in the Eurasia region. Ask God to give them strength and 
peace, and to keep them steadfast in His Word as they transition to life overseas. Pray that God emboldens 
them to share the Gospel in their interactions with local people as missionaries, and in their interactions with 
other LCMS missionaries and workers serving in this region. Let us give thanks to God that Michael and 
Nancy Jane are serving His children in this part of the world. 
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The Eastern Zone invites you to 

the LWML New England District 28
th

 Biennial Convention 
 

Friday & Saturday, April 24 & 25, 2020 

Holiday Inn, Taunton, MA 

 

Let There Be Light 
“And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

Genesis 1:3 

 

• Convention Goal Statement: We will focus on reflecting His Light, For God, who said, “Let 

light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.   2 Corinthians 4:6 

• LWML President Debbie Larson is our LWML Representative. She’ll be with us during 

Convention, leading a Focus Forum Friday and Saturday, and having breakfast with our 
Young Women on Saturday! 

• LCMS Mission Service for Career and GEO missionaries, David Fiala, will be our banquet 

speaker Friday night. David is a prior missionary and an engaging speaker. 

• NED-LCMS Church Planting and Revitalization Committee leader and Pastor of Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in Gorham, ME, Rev. Timothy Sandeno, will lead Focus Forums on Friday and Saturday. 

• Five-time short term missionary to the Navajo Nation at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, and member of 

Our Savior in Topsfield, MA, Frank Sienkiewicz will lead Focus Forums on Saturday. Frank, his family and a team 

from Topsfield have been recipients of LWML-NED Short Tern Mission Scholarships. We’re looking forward to 

hearing about their ministry with Navajo people. 

• Each LWML society is eligible to have two delegates to the Convention, who will vote for the Officers and Mission 
projects you have chosen. Voting will occur on Friday, so please be sure your delegates are present on Friday. The 
list of proposed mission projects will be distributed to the membership in early March. 

• Each Zone can delegate one Young Woman to be the Young Women Representative, who will be our guest at a 
special breakfast with President Debbie. More information is in this Beacon and our website: www.lwml-ned.org. 

• Convention proceedings begin at 1:00 pm on Friday, April 24. The convention registration form and hotel 
information is included with this issue of the Beacon, and is also available on our website: www.lwml-ned.org. 

• We are in a beautiful, spacious hotel, but it would be even more beautiful with past convention banners and LWML 
banners decorating the hallway. Let’s see the handiwork of our LWML sisters who praise God through their banner-
making skills. Remember to bring your own pole and stand. 
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Candidate for President: Sharon Dever, Zion Lutheran, Bridgeport, CT, Koininia Zone 

Candidate for President: Jennifer Gierke, Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA, Northern Zone 

Candidate for Secretary: Pending 

Candidate for Vice President of Organizational Resources: Cindy Zattich, Mt. Calvary, Acton, MA, 
Northern Zone 

Candidate for Vice President of Special Focus Ministries: Deaconess Tiffany Manor, St. Paul Lutheran, 
New Hartford, CT, Mid-Valley Zone 

Candidate for Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Ed Harkey, Trinity Lutheran, Keene, NH, Northern Zone 

Candidates for Nominating Committee: Leslie Colligan, St. Luke, Dedham, MA, Eastern Zone 

Priscilla Keurulainen, St. Luke, Dedham, MA, Eastern Zone 

Ruth Scheumann, Trinity Lutheran, Keene, Northern Zone 

*Biographies of all candidates will be available in the convention book  

** Nominations are still being accepted for open positions. Please contact Chairperson Lynn Batchelder 
at: nominations@lwml-ned.org. 

Young Woman Representatives Wanted 

for District Convention  
Do you know a young woman (preferably 22-35 years of age) who is a member 
of the LCMS and has a deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ? A 
daughter? Granddaughter? Niece? Friend? Maybe even you? If so, she could 
represent your zone as a Young Woman Representative (YWR) at the LWML-

NED District Convention. This year, each zone will be asked to send one YWR to the convention in 
April (with costs covered by the district). She will be asked to participate in all parts of the 
convention and any YWR planned activities. This is a wonderful opportunity for any young woman 
who has a desire to make a difference and serve in a sincere and dedicated manner. Enthusiasm to 
learn and be involved is a must! 

Information and application is available at www.lwml-ned.org. Applications should be returned to 
your society or zone president by March 15, 2020. 

Candidates for Office 

 
 
Convention In-Gathering 
The In-Gathering for the District Convention will be 
for the Gbarnga Lutheran School: The students 
struggle to afford black shoes for their school 
uniforms and the shoes that are available last less 
than a month because they’re so poorly made. We 
could use new or gently-worn black dress shoes for 
boys and black flats that are not ornate for girls 
(ages 3 to 16). 

http://www.lwml-ned.org
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LWML-NED FALL RETREAT 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE  Nov. 6 & 7, 2020 

   Fri. 6:00 PM – Sat. 3:00 PM 

    DoubleTree at Bradley Airport  

  16 Ella Grasso Turnpike 

  Windsor Locks, CT 06096 

 

Bible Study Leader Donna Snow Pyle  

 

Not raised going to church regularly, Donna understands how intimidating it can be to open the Bible. 
Now, after walking with the Lord for 30 years, she loves to encourage others embarking on that wonder-
filled path of faith. 

Donna has authored over 35 Bible studies and magazine articles and travels throughout the United States 
and internationally to teach from Scripture at conferences and retreats. 

She has published five books through Concordia Publishing House and four full-length DVD Bible study 
series through the Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML). The LWML published the Donna Pyle Bible Study 
Series, which includes eight free downloadable Bible studies for individual or small group use. The series is 
currently being translated into Russian, Hebrew, Ukranian, Norwegian, Latvian, Polish, Finnish and German 
for use in Eurasia and Israel. 

Donna attends Salem Lutheran Church in Tomball, Texas, where she serves in the LWML and mission work. 
She is a Houston volunteer team leader for Love146, which seeks to end child trafficking and exploitation. 
Donna serves on the Board of Directors of Camp Lone Star, which offers Christ-centered opportunities for 
children/adults through Lutheran Outdoors Ministry of Texas. Donna is a life-long Texan and coffee lover. 
She is an avid reader, dabbling gardener and closet chef, but home is always her favorite place to be. 

 

Watch for more information in the Pass It On and on our website at www.lwml-ned.org. 

 

QUESTIONS:   Contact June Merwin 

 christianlife@lwml-ned.org 

http://www.lwml-ned.org
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Societies in the News 
The Ladies Aid of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Terryville, Connecticut, celebrated the 95th Anniversary of 
its founding with a traditional turkey dinner on October 8, 2019. Several Past Presidents of Ladies Aid 

attended, along with guests from our sister church, Immanuel Lutheran, Bristol, CT. Members and guests 
were asked to share their memories and inspirations to honor those ladies who had served the Lord with their 
talents and gifts throughout 95 years. Jennifer Ayers and Kathy Milish shared in interview form 95 years of 

minutes’ highlights in the form of a skit. Their assistant, Grace Ayers, emphasized the achievements, with a 
computer-generated audio of “Praise the Lord” in German “Preiset den Herrn.” One of their biggest 
fundraisers in the 1930’s was selling “Dipsie Doozies.” No one present could identify what “Dipsie Doozies” 

were. Thank the Lord for the work of Holy Trinity’s Ladies Aid. 

Submitted by: Jan Krampitz, President of Holy Trinity Ladies Aid 

Ladies (and Pastor) of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church at the 95th Anniversary Dinner Celebration, October 8, 
2019.  Front Row:  Jennifer Ayers, Janet Bailey, Paula Palin, Marie MacDermid.  Second Row:  Jan Krampitz, 
Nancy Johnson, Mary Ann Kalat, Carol Hansen, Roze Stockman, Jean Nichols, Linda Roman, Kari Kotila, 
Grace Ayers.  Back Row:  Louise Cahill, Linda Arbesman, Pastor Kotila, Kathy Milish, Linda Wall, Donna 
Madonna, and Diane Lassy.  

Kathy Milish interviews Mrs. Hans 

Schmidt (portrayed by Jennifer Ayers) who 

joined Holy Trinity Ladies Aid in 1947.   

The Northern Zone Fall Rally was held October 19th at the 
Lutheran Church of the Savior in Bedford, MA. After a time of 
Bible Study, the ladies began working on Helping Hands 
projects. They made over 50 fleece scarves that were sent to the 
Central Food Ministry in Lowell, MA. They also tied a dozen 
children’s fleece blankets that were taken to the Foster Love 
Program at Messiah Lutheran Church in Lynnfield, MA. 
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LWML - New England District 
 

 
News from the Treasurer, Sue Lastowski 

Our New England District women were very busy during the holidays. I received 
special mite contributions for craft fairs, Advent dinners, and special door 
offerings. Even more special, though, were the cards and notes sent with the 
checks. Who would have thought that a Treasurer position would turn into such a 
loving circle of communication with all of the society treasurers? I look forward to 
my LWML mail every month! 

As of January 31st, we have collected $56,827 toward our $70,000 biennium goal, and have fully funded six 
of our nine projects. It will definitely be a push to reach our goal by March 31st, when the biennium ends; 
however, we’ve seen time and time again how God honors work that glorifies Him. Thus, we stride on in 
confidence! 

Please, send your Mites to: Sue Lastowski LWML-NED Treasurer P.O. Box 626 Holyoke, MA 01041  

"LWML! We're sprinting to the finish line of our biennium's $70,000 
Mission Goal. With God's help we can reach our goal. Are you ready to 
cheer?  

Give me an L for Loving!  
Give me a W for Wonderful!  
Give me an M for Mite-giving!  
Give me an L for Lutherans!  
Loving, Wonderful, Mite-giving Lutherans!!  
 

Keep cheering, mite-giving and praying: "DEAR LORD, PLEASE BLESS OUR 

EFFORTS TO MEET OUR MISSION GOAL SO WE CAN PROVIDE FUNDS TO THE MISSION PROJECTS FOR 

WHICH WE'VE BEEN PRAYING. IN JESUS' NAME, AMEN." 

2018-2020 LWML-NED Mission Grants Amt to Fund 
Amount 
Funded 

    (as of 1/31/20) 

1. Keep Baby Warm  $1,575.00 PAID 

2. Trinity Lutheran Preschool  $1,200.00 PAID 

3. Open Arms Preschool  $5,000.00 PAID 

4a. The Bridge  $2,500.00 PAID 

4b. Foster Love  $5,000.00 PAID 

4c. Short-Term Mission Scholarships $6,000.00 FUNDED 

5a. AED For Church and School  $1,750.00 PAID 

5b. Church Worker Scholarships  $7,000.00 FUNDED 

6. Seminary Distance Education  $5,000.00 FUNDED 

7. Little Blessings Daycare  $4,400.00 $1912.59 

8. Free Medical Check-Ups/Eye Screening India $3,000.00  

9. LCMS Missionary Expenses  $3,075.00  

    

Year-To Date Total LWML-NED 
LWML-

National 

    
Mission 
Grants 

Mission Grant 

Prior Month's Biennium Total $54,981.97 $35,738.28 $13,745.49 

      Total Collected in January $1,845.09 $1,199.31 $461.27 


