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President’s Page: Retirement? No, Ma’‘am!

Lately, I've been thinking about retirement. I'm planning to retire from my job late next year. I want to
accomplish certain tasks before then, so you can imagine I have a lot to think about. Right now,
though, I'm not talking about retiring from work - I'm talking about retiring from, or the end of my
term, as President of the LWML New England District. Next April will conclude my four-year term! It
doesn’t seem possible!

Actually -- it does seem possible, because I've grown so much these 4 years that I'm not the same
person I was. In April 2016,I was VERY nervous about the responsibilities of this position. Oh my!
There was a lot to learn and information to sort through. I was nervous about conducting my first
Board of Directors meeting and following parliamentary procedure, among many other things.

But, I did it! I believe that God chose me for this place and time, and I believe He is with me. All the
“firsts” that I was so nervous about are behind me and I'm on to seconds and thirds, and more. I've
learned that all the other District Presidents are just like me, a woman chosen for this place and time
and nervous about the “firsts.” I've learned that our LC-MS has so many nice, caring, talented, Spirit-
filled, women and men working for the Lord with their individual gifts that it is a privilege to work
alongside with them through LWML.

So, don't be afraid to step up to a leadership position. It is a true honor. If you are asked, consider
saying yes. Or, don’t wait until you are asked! Is God calling you?

Our LWML-NED Board of Directors has vacancies. We have openings on our Public Relations, Leader

= Development, and Heart2Heart Sisters committees. We need
someone to manage technical equipment like the computer and
projector during Retreats and Conventions. We need someone to
~ manage LWML items for sale at our events. What about your Zone or
your LWML church group? Is there a secretary or treasurer or
projects coordinator needed? Does your president need help, or a
break? How about LWML at the national level? Consider applying to
§ work on one of the national committees. Our own Leslie Colligan was
§ just selected Mission Grants Committee Chair! Congratulations,
l Leslie!

3 4+ | You can be nervous sometimes. You can feel ignorant sometimes.
But don't let that stop you! There are women all around to help you.
Everyone wants you to succeed. God is with you! Have I mentioned
the anonymous notes of encouragement that were placed on my
" podium during the 2018 convention? You are loved!

R W As for me, I'll have to step down as President, but I'll continue to

B = 1} | lead in my Zone and church group. I plan to submit my name for a

President Barbara with the national committee and will volunteer for our LWML-NED.
Retirement? No, Ma’am!

In Christ, Barbara

LWML-NED Banner at convention

www.LWML-NED.org The Beacon / Summer—Fall 2019 1



O LWML

New England District

LWML-NED FALL RETREAT

1) "'/'\
Y

“GRAB YOUR sHOEs - & = @& 0 _,\p run>

Bible Study by author Terri Bentley, from Meridian, Idaho

You must hear Terri - she was an inspiring speaker at the National Convention

.... and we will have a presentation from the 38" Biennial LWML Convention, Mobile, AL.

WHEN: Nov 1 & 2, 2019
Friday evening at 6:00 PM — Saturday afternoon at 3:00 PM

WHERE: DoubleTree at Bradley Airport *Please note new location this year*
16 Ella Grasso Turnpike
Windsor Locks, CT 06096
860-627-5171 www.hilton.com/doubletree

« Please make your own reservations if you plan to stay at the hotel on Friday night.

« The costis $109; each room includes two free Saturday breakfasts. If more than two
ladies share the room, they will have to pay for their own breakfasts.

« When reserving the room, be certain to tell them you are with LWML.

« Last day for the special room rates is October 7, 2019.

+ Free parking at the hotel.
« Luncheon provided as part of your registration costs.

Registration cost - $40; first timers - $35 (same as last year). No discount for partial
participation; no refunds after October 15, 2019.

 Fill out registration form and health form (see insert or also online at LWML-NED.org).
« Send to: Sue Lastowski, PO Box 626, Holyoke MA 01041

« Gifts from the Heart: To support our NED Lutheran Schools: Gift cards (Target/Walmart/
Costco—please mark the dollar amount on each card); Clorox wipes; Tissues.
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Invitation

You are cordially
O LWM I_ invited to the 2020 LWML
New England District - N"?w England,
District Convention.

r April 24th— 25th 2020

Holiday Inn
700 Myles Standish Blvd.
Taunton, MA 02780

Keynote Speaker:
David A. Fiala
.. Missionary Recruitment
Let there be light The Lutheran Church—Missouri
5 Synod
International Mission

Watch for more details in the
“PASS IT ON,” as well as
information that will be
provided through your local
And God said, “Let there be light,” society/zone.
and there was light.

Genesis 1:3

We look forward to seeing
you there!

The Eastern Zone
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Lutheran Women in Mission

38th Biennial Convention
Mobile, Alabama

“Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations.”

(1 Chronicles 16:23—-24a).

Thoughts on National Convention from the Young Woman Representative

The entire experience was way beyond my expectations. [ knew I would enjoy myself meet new people, see
new places and learn more about LWML worldwide. But I had no idea I Would be in a state of sheer dehght
the entire time. : Ferse

Tears flowed easily and frequently during the entire week. Seeing
almost four thousand ladies in purple taking communion all together
was amazing. Watching scores of ministers in their robes marching
into the hall took your breath away. Hearing the choir sing and
participating in singing the hymns gave a person a chill running
throughout your body. Wasn’t Rev Taylor just the greatest inspiration!
I could listen to him all day long! He made being a Christian fun —
something we sometimes forget to do.

The opening church service simply caught me off guard — I didn’t
expect to be so very moved. It was so meaningful, so stimulating, so
heart grabbing!!! And we kept climbing higher and higher on that
mountain with each activity. Now that we are home (back in the valley
— so to speak), we have to work at keeping our inspiration and
enthusiasm.

President Patti Ross, YWR Kristina
Esposito, Humorist Jan Struck, author

. Donna Pyle
How proud I am of LWML for over 75 years — the donations, the

missions supported, the concern for people worldwide — I am thrilled to now be counted among them — The
Ladies in Purple. I have heard about ‘mites’ all my life, but it holds a new connotation now!

The responsibilities given to the YWRs during convention served to cement the thought that we should serve
the Lord with whatever skills and knowledge we individually have.

While the entire convention was a wonderful experience, what held a very
special feeling was the private meetings the YWRs had with President
Patty, Donna Pyle and Jan Struck. To hear their personal stories, to have a
moment to speak with them, one-to-one, and even get a picture taken with
them was an extraordinary event.

Attending with my grandmother (June Merwin) made the trip perfect.
While we have traveled together for over 20 years (both domestically and
internationally), this experience was special.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the LWML-NED for giving me the
opportunity to attend the convention. I look forward to attending the
LWML New England Retreat and continuing to be in awe of the mission
work and friendships that LWML has to offer.

~Kristina Esposito

YWR Krlstlna W|th her grandmother,
June Merwin
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Jammin’ with My LWML Sister by President Barbara Lis

I wish | knew who made each of our New England District
LWML Conventions banners because I'd like to hug each of you
for undertaking such a big project! This year, a hug and a
heartfelt thank you to LWML sister, Carol-Lynn Murphy (CLC,
Niantic) who was the skilled creator of our 2019 Convention
banner.

Neither Carol-Lynn nor | never made a banner before, but |
know she’s an excellent seamstress, so we worked together
during what we called our “jam sessions.” Actually, she did all
the work and | tried to not get in the way!

We believe the Holy Spirit was with us the entire time -- from
idea generation, to fabric selection, to layout and sewing. We
met over dinner to discuss elements to include, based on the
theme verses “Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of His
salvation from day to day. Declare His glory among the
nations.” (1 Chronicles 23-24a). We wanted something about
the earth, or New England; we wanted singing — singing praise;
we definitely wanted a cross and our logo and we needed our
name. We met at JoAnn Fabrics and looked around for quite a
while; we couldn’t find a map, or New England; nothing that
looked good on a white background. Then! We both saw the
batik fabric that looked like earth and water. Perfect! Finding the
backing material, the cross, the lettering, and the ribbon was
easy after that.

Carol-Lynn and | met several times to layout the design, to pin
things together, to rearrange and re-pin, and finally to stitch. As |
said, Carol-Lynn did the sewing and | looked on in awe. | praise
God for bestowing these talents on my friend. | thank God for
bringing us together on this project. It was a joy!

Is anyone interested in compiling a pictorial history of our
banners? I'd love to see how we have “Praised the Lord”
through the handiwork of our LWML sisters. In Praise to the
Lord!

Newly Elected National LWML Officers

President: Debbie Larson

VP of Organizational Resources: Marie Chow

VP of Special Focus Ministries: Deaconess Betty Knapp
Treasurer: Karla Koehler

Pastoral Counselor: The Rev. Brian B. Noack
Nominating Committee: Brianne Stahlecker (chairman),
Crystal Miller, Mary Harrington, Carrie Brumbaugh, and
Sylvia Bean
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Carol-Lynn Murphy, seamstress and banner

maker extraordinaire

Several of the beautiful district bannersﬂin the.
exhibition hall.

Some of the Delegates for the New England District

ned.org or President Barbara at president@lwml-ned.org.

Now accepting Mission Project Proposals for funding in the 2020-2022 Biennium

It’s not too early to submit your application for a mission project to be voted at the April 2020 LWML-
NED Convention. All Project Proposals are due by September 30, 2019 to the Vice President of Gospel
Outreach, Donna Madonna. You can find the Project Proposal and Guidelines on our website at www.lwml
-ned.org under Home | Forms & Applications, or under Departments | Gospel Outreach.

All thanks and praise to God! We are blessed to support Mission Projects of the New England District with
our Mite Donations. If you have questions, please send an email to Donna at gospeloutreach@lwml-

www.LWML-NED.org
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Counselor’s Corner
Pastor David Riley
Junior Counselor

“In Praise to the Lord!”

“Sing to the LORD, all the earth! Tell of His salvation from day to
day. Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all
the peoples!” - 1 Chronicles 16:23-24

King David had reason to praise the Lord and tell of His salvation. God, through His prophet Samuel,
had anointed this lowly shepherd boy to be the new king. With the help of the Lord, David had defeated the
Jebusites and seized Jerusalem. David had unified the nation under his rule. He had brought the Ark of the
Covenant into the new capital city.

This was a national day of celebration! David was moved to thank God for having enabled the Levites to
carry the Ark safely to its destination. The Lord made David very aware that everything he and the people
had was solely by God’s amazing grace. The Lord’s gracious rule was over all people and for all people,
even though it was carried out by Israel and its king. The people were proclaiming that the God of Israel is
the only true God, the One Who made heaven and earth. They were declaring His glory to everyone so that
they would turn from their worthless idols and be saved.

Nine hundred years later, the people of God who gathered in Mobile, Alabama, also had reason to praise
the Lord and tell of His salvation. We began our LWML National Convention with an inspiring Divine
Worship Service and the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper being offered. What followed was a whirlwind of
presentations, meals, and deliberations. Brent Smith of Mission Central was our Keynote Speaker who
highlighted the mission work being done in Sri Lanka, Taiwan, and Tanzania. Various ladies gave
eyewitness accounts of the vital mission projects being performed outside the United States with money
provided by the LWML Mission Mites. We enjoyed Informational Gatherings and Special Interest
Luncheons. We were invited to evening receptions. I was excited to learn that the national LWML had
decided to fund 21 Mission Grants in the amount of $2.1 million in the 2019-21 Biennium!

I found the Mission Grant Prayer to be most noteworthy. It read: “Dear Lord, we are blessed to be
called Your children. Thank You for supplying our every need. Thank You for sending Your Son to be our
Savior. Help us to share Your truth and Your love with our friends and neighbors. Help us to be blessings to
others. May our mission offerings be used to bring Christ to the nations, to help those in need, especially
those in need of Your saving grace. To You be the glory! In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.” Well said!

Two and a half months later, I am still feeling the afterglow from the wonderful LWML National
Convention. This was the first convention I had the privilege and honor to attend and was designated a
“First Timer”. Every woman from every region of the country that I had the pleasure of meeting over those
four hectic days truly exemplied the convention theme. I returned to Westfield, Massachusetts, with a
thankful heart for what God had done in the two years previous. I returned to Westfield, Massachusetts,
with an expectant hope knowing what our awesome God will do in the next two years!

The national convention was another reason why I am very happy to serve all of you here in New
England as your Junior District Pastoral Counselor. Please consider attending the 2021 LWML National
Convention in Lexington, Kentucky!

A Fellow Servant of Christ,

Rev. David Riley, Pastor
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Westfield, Massachusetts
LWML New England District Junior Pastoral Counselor
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ZONE RALLIES

The Eastern Zone The Easter Zone will hold their Fall Rally on Saturday
October 19, 2019, at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Dedham, MA. Check in
and registration begins at 12:00 pm with a luncheon at 12:30. A donation of ||I
$10 is requested. Ingathering: socks. Please contact Leslie Colligan at
colliganll@yahoo.com or Priscilla Keurulainen at pdk48@me.com for more
information.

LWML-NED

Lutheran Women's Missionary League
New England District

The Koinonia Zone The Koinonia Zone held their Fall Gathering on
Sunday, September 15" at St. Peter Lutheran Church, in Norwalk, CT. The
Bible study based on Hymn #869, “With the Lord Begin Your Task.” was led
by the Rev. Robert Beinke.

The Mid-Valley Zone Please check www.LWML-NED.org for more information about the Fall Rally
coming soon.

The Mountain Laurel Zone Please check www.LWML-NED.org for more information about the Fall
Rally coming soon.

The Northern Zone The Northern Zone will hold their Fall Rally on Saturday October 19, 2019, at
Lutheran Church of the Savior in Bedford, MA. Check in and registration with coffee begin at 9:30 am. Our
Helping Hands program begins at 10:00 am. Lunch will be served. Please watch your email for more
information. Matthew 25:44-45 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’”

All Zones are invited to attend the New England District Fall Retreat, November 1 and 2. Please see
page 2 of this newsletter for more information.

LWML - New England District : -
August Mite Report

Please, send your Mites to: LW LW _‘

Sue Lastowski LWML-NED Treasurer

P.O. Box 626
Holyoke, MA 01041 —
Year-To Date Contribution Total LWML-NED Mission LWML-National LWML-NED Admin.
Grants Mission Grant Costs
Prior Month’s $39,658.52 $25,778.04 $9,914.63 $3965.85
Biennium Total
Total Collected This $3,398.18 $2,208.82 $849.55 $339.82
Month
Total Collected As of | $43,056.70 $27,986.86 $10,764.18 $4,305.67
8/31/19
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CALLING FOR NOMINATIONS

Has the Lord laid someone on your heart to serve as an officer for New England LWML? The Nominating
committee is seeking nominations for the following offices. Our goal is to submit 2 names for every office for
the voting delegation at the convention. Please contact Lynn Batchelder, nominating committee
chairperson, at Lynndavid1997@gmail.com if you have someone you’d like to nominate or if you have any
questions.

(All terms are for 4 years except the nominating committee which is for 2 years)

L

L

L

President

Recording Secretary

Vice President of Organizational Resources

Keeps a record of membership and coordinates any necessary
mailings

Oversees the Structure Committee who review the Bylaws
Oversees the Leader Development Committee

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries

Oversees the YWR- Young Women Committee

LWML

Mew England District

.|_

O

Oversees the Human Care Committee which encourages active participation in mission service

programs

Oversees the Heart to Heart Sisters Committee which encourages women leaders in ethnic

ministries

Pastoral Counselor

This nomination must be a pastor in active parish ministry
Must have approval from the New England District President
If possible, will attend the national LWML convention

Nominating Committee (serves for 2 years)

Faith Like a Mustard Seed—LWML Sunday Materials

Have you started planning for LWML Sunday? Traditionally, LWML

Sunday is observed the first weekend in October, but can be a joyful

' Andthe Lordsaid,

celebration for your congregation at any time!

“If you had faith like a grain-
“Faith Like a Mustard Seed” is the theme for LWML Sunday 2019,  of mustordseed, you could say to
based on Jesus’ words in Luke 17:6 that faith as small as a mustard this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted
seed can move a mulberry tree. We may long for a greater and more and planted in the sea.

heroic faith, but what about the faith we have right now? LWML
Sunday 2019 celebrates the power of a daily walk with Jesus to
transform lives and multiply disciples. Little faith or great, there are

mulberry trees to be moved!

2019 LWML Sunday materials, authored by Rev. Dr. Dean Nadasdy,
LCMS Minnesota South District President Emeritus, are now
available.

Visit the LWML website and download resources for this year’s

theme, “Faith Like a Mustard Seed,” . www.lwml.org/lwml-sunday.

(

and it would obey you

(Luke 17:6). __| _

2 8
"Faith Like a
“Mustard Seed"
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