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 President’s Page: In Praise to the Lord!  

My first LWML New England District convention was in 1996. That was “Consider the Lilies” held in 
Southbury, CT. Friends from church invited me to come. I didn’t know my friends very well – you 
know, just to chat at church -- but by the end of the weekend I did! Four of us stayed in a room 
together. One friend was our delegate to the convention, so I was interested to know what she was 
doing. One friend seemed to know all the convention attendees and introduced me around. One 
friend liked to talk late into the night even when we were in bed and the lights were out. Well, I was 

hooked on LWML after that weekend. I liked meeting Christian sisters from other LCMS churches. I liked that we 
prayed and sang and had Bible Study and communion service. I liked the pageantry and order of the 
convention. I liked that LWML is about Mission Service, Mission Education, and Mission Inspiration. (I 
liked being away from home for a day, doing something totally different!) 

My first national LWML convention was in 1999 – “Let Freedom Ring” in Minneapolis. I’ve mentioned 
that fabulous experience before. I was delegate from the Mountain Laurel Zone, and my mother came 
with me to the Convention. “For if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed!” 

Thinking about these experiences I’m struck by the variety of themes and associated imagery. Of course, all themes 
are based on scripture and remind us of our Fathers love, of Christ our Savior and the Holy Spirit’s faithfulness. The 
variety is amazing and beautiful! 
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 I am Called 
 Walk in His Light 
 All Things though Christ 

 Listen, Learn and Live 
 Come: An Invitation, A Promise, A Prayer 
 Sing to the Lord Jesus 

The theme for this year’s national convention:  

In Praise to the LORD! 

How many exclamation points should I use?  
Doesn’t it make you happy just to say it? Go on --- shout it! 
 

In Praise to the LORD! 
 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations (1 Chronicles 16:23–24a). 

Notice that the verse is not past tense – it’s not completed, it’s not finished, we shouldn’t stop singing and telling 
and declaring God’s glory.  I encourage to you bring that gal from your church to the next New England District 
convention or Retreat. Who knows – she may become hooked on the mission focus of the LWML and join us. 
 
In Praise to the LORD!   President Barbara 
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LWML-NED Fall Retreat Recap 

Flourish! Spiritually and Vocationally  

  

The fall retreat for the NED-LWML District took place on November 2 & 3, 2018. 
98 people attended the festivities—including 7 first timers—which was held at the 
Holiday Inn, Enfield CT. The retreat opened Friday evening with Rev. Timothy 
Yeadon, President of New England District, giving a slide presentation on the 
500th Anniversary Tour of Europe. He gave a meaningful (and humorous) account 

of the travels while dressed as Martin Luther (see photo). 

 

Saturday included two stimulating and inspiring session 
of FLOURISH!  Spiritually and Vocationally by Rev. Victor 
Belton; Regional Representative for Advancement, 
Concordia College, Bronxville (see photo). 

 

The rest of the day included joyous 
singing led by Dottie Simonides; a craft 

led by Kari Esposito; lunch; closing 
devotion and much networking and 

catching up with old and new friends. 

The ladies departed for home on a 
spiritual high and are looking forward 

to the 2019 retreat! 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
NED-LWML FALL RETREAT 

WHEN: Nov 1 & 2, 2019 

WHERE: DoubleTree Hartford 

  Bradley Airport 

  16 Ella Grasso Turnpike 

  Windsor Locks, CT 

Additional information will be available 

by June 2019 

 

2020 LWML-NED 
Convention 

You are cordially 
invited to attend the 

2020 LWML New 
England District 

Convention. 

 Mark your calendars 
April 17th– 18th

, 2020 

 

Watch for details in the “Beacon“ and 
“Pass It On” and from your zone leaders. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

The Eastern Zone 
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June 20-23, 2019  

38th Biennial Convention 

Mobile, Alabama 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation 

from day to day. Declare his glory among the 

nations (1 Chronicles 16:23–24a). 

NOW is the time to make your plans to attend the 38th Biennial LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, June 20–23, 
2019. Join your LWML sisters “In Praise to the LORD,” the convention theme based on 1 Chronicles 16:23–24a. Attendees 
will rejoice in the convention goal, “Led by God’s power, as we praise and proclaim the Lord among all nations.” 
 
Convention objectives will encourage, “Singing and rejoicing in the celebration of His Word,” “Telling of His salvation for 
all,” “Declaring His glory among the nations,” and “Going forth in His joy”! Declaring His glory among the nations is the 
heart of who we are as Lutheran Women in Mission. Guided by the Holy Spirit and God’s marvelous works, we will be 
equipped in 2019, to tell of His salvation from day to day. 
 

 Rev. Dr. Ulmer Marshall Jr., of Alabama, and Rev. Dr. Gregory S. Walton, of Georgia, will be serving the LWML as 
Worship Leaders, proclaiming the Gospel. 

 Keynote Speaker Rev. Dr. Brent Smith, known as the “man in purple overalls,” serves as a mission development 
counselor at Mission Central, which supports LCMS missionaries and mission projects.  

 Bible Study Leader Donna Pyle, an active LWML member for more than 20 years, will be leading us through God’s 
Word.  

 The Song Leader is Rev. Dr. Dien Ashley Taylor, pastor at Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, The Bronx, New 
York, and the First Vice-President of the Atlantic District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  

 
For more information on the convention and how to register, please visit: http://www.lwml.org/2019-convention. 

Convention Offerings – You Can Give to These Recipients, too! 

Attendees at the 2019 LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama will have the opportunity to give to four offerings. Even if 
you aren’t going to Mobile, you may have the desire to give to these recipients.  If so, send your donation to LWML, 801 
Seminary Place, Ste. L010, St. Louis, MO 63105, with “Offering #” in the memo line. 

 
1st Offering –Thursday at Opening Worship: 2019-2021 biennium Mission Goal per LWML bylaws.  
 
2nd Offering: Friday: 50/50  

 Medical Mission Teams -- To provide medical care for the impoverished in developing countries. Medical Mission 
Teams, Tallahassee, Florida.  

 Expanding the Disability Ministry in the Dominican Republic -- For children in group homes and government 
institutions where God’s love thrives. LCMS Dominican mission team and the Dominican Lutheran Church.  

 
3rd Offering: Saturday: 50/50  

 James Storehouse Louisiana – To aid in caring for foster-care children and youth, and also empower communities 
to be active in improving the foster-care crises, all the while sharing Jesus’ unconditional love. Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church of Covington, LA.  

 Spiritual Care for Unaccompanied Refugee Children -- To help break the cycle of child abuse by improving chil-
dren, families, and communities by introducing the Gospel of Jesus, thereby providing them with a spiritual founda-
tion for the future. Upbring’s (formerly Lutheran Social Services of the South) two emergency shelters in Corpus 
Christi, TX, and McAllen, TX, and transitional foster care in El Paso, TX. 

 
4th Offering; Sunday  

LCMS Disaster Response / Community Relief -- To be used for supplies and necessary needs for US communities 
devastated by natural disasters (tornados, fires, hurricanes) during 2018; funds to be distributed through the 
LCMS Disaster Response program.  



 

4 The Beacon / Summer-Fall 2018  www.LWML-NED.org 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML Mission Grant #17 “Nursing Students Serving with Mercy Medical Team, for $25,000.”  The LWML Board 
of Directors approved a recommendation from the LWML Mission Grant Selection Committee to revise this grant. “Due 
to a number of factors the LCMS Office of International Mission requests that the destination (originally specified as 
the Lutheran Hospital in Madagascar) be determined by the Office of International Mission on the basis of need and 
not limited to Madagascar although not excluding Madagascar.”  

 

LWML Mission Grant #22 “Raising Pastors and Deaconesses, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia, $97,000.” 
The LWML Board of Directors approved the Mission Grant Selection Committee’s recommendation to reallocate this 
grant as follows: 

$30,000 to LeadaChild for establishment of Teacher Training “hubs” in West Africa/Asia. LeadaChild was the 
originator of this grant. These teacher hubs will support teachers teaching in their schools already established 
in Liberia and other African and Asian countries.  

$40,000 to Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, for education costs of its Graduate School’s students who are from 
African countries with special consideration given for Liberian students. This will benefit African students 
studying for advanced degrees in St. Louis. For the 2018-2019 school year costs for international students to 
attend the Graduate School are: $33,372 for a residential student, including living expenses; and $6,225 for a 
nonresidential student.  

$7,000 for Deaconess Grace Rao, Office of Deaconess Ministry for Liberian Deaconess training. Deaconess Rao 
travels to Liberia for certain parts of the Deaconess training course. This will go for transportation costs, books, 
lodging, and curriculum mission trips taken by the students. 

$20,000 for the seminary in Sierra Leone. With no seminary in Liberia, the seminary in Sierra Leone will be the one 
that Liberian students would attend. This seminary has good accountability for funding and for education 
value.  

2017-2019 LWML Mission Grant Update 

2017-2019 LWML Mite Offering Update 

God is providing! Here is what has happened with the national mite offering totals in just two weeks! 

Report for February 1-February 14, 2019 

 

At the end of January, we needed $305,436.81. As of midnight, 2/14, we need $211,547.20 to meet the Mission Goal of 
$2,075,000. Thank you faithful givers!  

District Mites $53,959.71 

Joyful Response $155.00 

Thrivent $1,147.00 

Christmas Appeal $95.00 

Mites restricted donations (includes a single $27,750 

offering) 
$30,711.37 

Mites Other (includes online $5 

member challenge) 

$7,821.46 

Total mites for February 1-14 $93,889.54 

$5.00 Mite Challenge 

If every LWML Member donates just $5.00 between now and March 31, 2019 we can reach the Mission Goal 
of $2,075,000. Donate online at LWML.org or send your donations to: 

 

 

 

The body is not made up of one part but of many. Now you are the body 
of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.   I Corinthians 12:14, 27 

LWML Office 
801 Seminary Place, Ste. L010 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
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I know, I know! You don’t want 
to hear about Bylaws!  So dry, 
so confusing, so… so … so 
many words! 

I promise you - it’s not that 
bad!  

The proposed changes to the 
LWML Bylaws are posted on 
our website at www.lwml-
ned.org on the Home page.  I 
encourage our Convention 
Delegates to download the 

document and read it, since you will be voting on the 
Proposed Amendments. Everyone else is welcome to 
download and read the document, or just read this section 
-- whatever you prefer. One item to note: the amendments 
to the national bylaws don’t affect our own District, Zone 
or Society bylaws unless we want to change our bylaws. 

Proposed amendment #1 is to change from the word 
“society” to the word “group.” LWML wants women’s 
groups affiliated with LWML to choose the name they 
want – guild, circle, society, group, etc. 

Proposed amendment #2 is to move most of the section 
that describes, in detail, representation to Convention to a 
new document called the Procedures Manual.  The 
Procedures Manual is mentioned several times in the 
proposed amendments. This new document allows 
modification to a detail such as “no later than March 1” 
without needing to vote on it during a Convention. 

Proposed amendment #3 is to change the title of a 
document to Procedures Manual. 

Proposed amendment #4 is to remove the special 
appointed position of Contracts Administrator. These 
duties are best performed by someone with legal 
expertise, and LWML uses the services of a law firm. 

Proposed amendment #5 is to remove the word “special” 
from Special Appointed Personnel.  Really, they are just 
appointed personnel not ‘special’ appointed personnel. 
(Seems a little silly, doesn’t it? But the goal is to be concise 
and correct.)  

Proposed amendment #6 is to remove the job title 
Director of Finance & Administration and their specific 
duties and keep the statement “Job descriptions for office 
staff shall be prepared by the Finance and Operations 
Committee for approval by the Executive Committee.”  

 

Proposed amendment #7 is to move the details in the 
Department and Standing Committees sections to the 
new Procedures Manual.  The section will be called 
Departmental Committees. 

Proposed amendment #8 is the “biggie”.  This 
amendment will change the makeup of the LWML Board 
of Directors (BOD) by creating a Presidents Assembly of 
the District Presidents, and making the current Executive 
Committee the new BOD. The BOD will assume the day 
to day duties of operating the organization. The 
Presidents Assembly will continue to make decisions that 
call for financial contributions from the districts. 

 The current LWML Board of Directors consists of the 
Executive Committee (the elected officers: president, 
treasurer, secretary, departmental VP’s etc.) and all 40 
District Presidents. So, it’s a large BOD of about 50 
members.  

 The BOD has been in the position of needing to take 
action quickly; this happened most recently when our 
2017 Convention site changed from Salt Lake City to 
Albuquerque. An action like this needs a vote from the 
BOD.  

 Missouri law permits a board of directors to act other 
than in-person 1) by unanimous written consent or 2) 
by telephonic means by which all participants can hear 
each other. You can see that it can be a huge logistical 
problem -- getting signed written permission from 50 
people before a vote, or arranging a conference call at 
which all members must be present.  

 The LWML created a Task Force in 2015 to investigate 
restructuring the BOD to be more effective in 
participation and decision-making and better stewards 
of LWML time and money. 

 The LWML Restructure Task Force and the LWML 
Board of Directors including all District Presidents have 
carefully and prayerfully considered this proposal for 
several years. One concern of some District Presidents 
was that we wouldn’t gather as a group like we do 
now at LWML BOD meetings and talk together and 
meet each other. We have been assured that it will be 
no different – the Presidents Assembly and the BOD 
will still gather, probably twice a year as we do now, to 
grow in our fellowship, develop as leaders, and take 
action on LWML business.  A change like this improves 
our stewardship and effectiveness. 

 
If you have any questions on the proposed bylaw 
changes, please contact LWML-NED President Barbara at 
president@lwml-ned.org. 

Some Comments from President Barbara on the LWML Proposed Bylaw Changes 

You can participate in the 2019 National Convention, even if you’re not there in person. 

✓ You can share your choices for the 2019-2021 LWML mission projects with your zone delegate. 

✓ You can support the ingathering and the offering recipients. (see page 3 for offering information) 

✓ You can pray for the Convention Host Committee, the delegates, and all attendees. 

✓ You can pray for the convention goal that “Led by God’s power, we praise and proclaim the Lord among 
all the nations.” 

http://www.lwml-ned.org
http://www.lwml-ned.org
mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
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Counselor’s 

Corner 

Dear Ladies of the New England District LWML, 

 Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to 
day. Declare his glory among the nations (1 Chronicles 16:23–24a). What a 
wonderful scripture verse for the theme of this year’s convention in Mobile 
Alabama Theme: "In Praise to the LORD!" I have had the privilege of being with 
you wonderful ladies and had the joy of singing with you “In Praise to the Lord”. I 
also had the honor of showing off my talent by playing a pretty harmonic teapot. 
We have so much to praise the Lord about in our beloved New England District!! 
Look what the Lord has done!!  
 
1. Keep Baby Warm and Safe (Central Connecticut Lutherans for Life) $ 1,575—PAID 

2. Trinity Lutheran Preschool (Trinity Lutheran, Ashaway, RI) $ 1,200—PAID 

3. Open Arms Preschool Flooding Remediation (Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA) $ 5,000 –PAID 
4A. The Bridge (Our Savior Lutheran, South Windsor, CT) $ 2,500 –FUNDED 
4B. Foster Love (Messiah Lutheran, Lynnfield, MA) $ 5,000-FUNDED 

The Lord has answered our prayers and Blessed our efforts beyond any measure we could have imagined. 
God’s love for us is an amazing thing, with the love of God you ladies have shared it with all of New England. 
I believe you are only getting started and I pray that the Lord continue to Bless your efforts. I know you ladies 
go forward in faith, trust and praise of the Lord Jesus. You have shown such wonderful faith in the love that 
God has for each and every one of us. Think about it. Who in this day and age sets such a goal as $70,000? 
You all did by faith, and I believe by faith God will help us accomplish this wonderful goal. I am so excited to 
be with you in Mobile, Alabama! I cannot wait to sing with you again, (I may even bring my own teapot). 
More than anything I am excited to be with each and every one of the most wonderful ladies in all of the 
LWML our beloved New England District LWML to be with you “In Praise to the Lord” 

In His Service  

Pastor Bessette 

Meet Our Young Woman Representative for the 

National Convention  
Kristina Esposito is from the Lutheran Church of Madison, 
Madison, CT, where she assists with many congregational 
and LWML activities. She has received her teaching degree 
from Concordia, New York and is currently enrolled in a 
Master’s program at Sacred Heart University in CT. She has 
spent time teaching at a Christian school in India. Dottie 

Simonides, Co-President of the Lutheran Women’s Guild at Kristina’s church, 
describes Kristina as “Enthusiastic, capable, eager, “faith-full” and dedicated to 
whatever task is before her. She has so much energy for life, and zeal for serving the 
Lord and people in need.. Although shorter than five feet, the JOY she shares gives 
her a very big personality.” 

Kristina writes: I am looking forward to my experience in Mobile, AL in June! I 
attended the NED-LWML Woman's retreat in November and that experience only 
boosted my excitement for what is to come in June. I am looking forward to meeting many woman in purple 
as well as participating in the stimulating hymnfest. In addition, I’m eager to learn about the world wide 
missions we will be supporting. I’m blessed to be given this opportunity and I very much look forward to the 
Convention.  
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The Eastern Zone The LWML-NED Eastern Zone Spring Rally date is set 
for Sunday, April 28th  at Christ Lutheran Church, 460 Chief Justice Cushing 
Hwy. Scituate, MA. Donation $10.00, Devotions start at 1:00 p.m. Our speaker 
will be Pastor Steve Law, who will share with us about the Wallaston Lutheran 
Church’s mission trip to San Francisco, CA last June. In gathering: Ministry 
Donation for Obadiah Comfort Dog Ministries – Hanover, MA. More 
information coming soon! 

The Mountain Laurel Zone Sisters of the Mountain Laurel Zone, it 
would be so nice to get together for an LWML Spring Fling!  All we need is an invitation. You pick the day 
and time. You pick the charity for Gifts from the Heart. It’s that easy! Please contact me at president@lwml-
ned.org  Barb Lis, Mountain Laurel Zone VP 
Churches of the Mountain Laurel District—Trinity Lutheran Church, Ashaway, RI—Cheshire Lutheran Church, 

Cheshire, CT—Faith Lutheran Church, Groton ,CT—Lutheran Church of Madison, Madison CT—St. John Lutheran 

Church, Meriden CT—Grace Lutheran Church, Middletown CT—Shepherd of the Hills, Morris CT—St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, Naugatuck CT—Christ Lutheran Church, Niantic CT—Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, New London CT—

Zion Lutheran Church, Orange CT—Zion Lutheran Church, Wallingford CT—St. John Lutheran Church, Waterbury CT 

 

The Northern Zone The Northern Zone will hold their Spring  Rally on Saturday May 11, 2019  at Our 
Savior Lutheran Church, 478 Boston Rd Topsfield, MA. Check in and registration with coffee begin at 9:30 
am. The theme for the day is: Let God's Love Grow - 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation. The old passed away, behold the new has come. The Program will be a showing of the 
movie "The First Rosa"  about Rosa Young, the mother of black Lutheranism. Produced by the LCMS,  this 
film will enlighten the Church to Dr. Rosa J. Young’s remarkable history as a pioneer Lutheran educator and 
missionary who, alongside the Rev. Nils J. Bakke, planted dozens of historically black Lutheran schools and 
chapels in the American South. See the long odds they faced—struggles with strident critics, the Ku Klux 
Klan, even an invasion of boll weevils—before emerging with a glorious victory. 

The Koinonia Zone The Koinonia Zone will meet together for their Spring Gathering on Saturday, May 
11th, at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Danbury, CT.  Registration will be from 10:00 – 10:30 am with the 
program from 10:30 – 12:00 noon.  The theme for the day is “Follow the Leader.”  Whom do you follow?  
Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 
14:6)  Join us as our LWML-NED Pastoral Counselor, the Rev. David Riley, shares a Bible study on 
following our Leader, Jesus Christ.  Barbara Lis, our LWML-NED President, will also be with us. She and 
Sharon Dever, LWML-NED VP of Organizational Resources, will share some of their training and 
experiences from the National LWML  “Assembly of Leaders” held in St. Louis in November. 

Now accepting Mission Project Proposals for funding in the 2020-2022 Biennium 

It’s not too early to submit your application for a mission project to be voted at the April 2020 LWML
-NED Convention.  All Project Proposals are due by September 30, 2019 to the Vice President of 
Gospel Outreach, Donna Madonna.  You can find the Project Proposal and Guidelines on our website 
at www.lwml-ned.org under Home | Forms & Applications, or under Departments | Gospel Outreach.   
All thanks and praise to God! We are blessed to support Mission Projects of the New England District 
with our Mite Donations.  If you have questions, please send an email to Donna at 
gospeloutreach@lwml-ned.org. 

ZONE RALLIES 

mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
http://www.lwml-ned.org
mailto:gospeloutreach@lwml-ned.org
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LWML - New England District 
 

 
Greetings from your Treasurer! 

What an exciting job this is! Many people may think that a Treasurer’s job deals 
solely with money and numbers; that’s just not the case when the organization is 
the LWML. The faithful mite giving I’ve observed these past 9 months has truly 
inspired my own faith. Thank you! 

And guess what: as of December 31, 2018 we have already collected 39% of our 
biennium goal of $70,000. That means we are ahead of schedule! 

Over these past months we’ve also received a $500 donation to our scholarship fund. 

So I encourage you all to continue to do the great job that you’re doing.   

God’s blessings to you all, 

Sue Lastowski 

Please, send your Mites to: Sue Lastowski LWML-NED Treasurer P.O. Box 626 Holyoke, MA 01041  

Year to Date Contribution total 
LWML-NED Mis-
sion Grants 

LWML National 
Mission Grants 

LWML-NED Admin. 
Costs 

Total Collected as of 12/31/18 $27,365.27 $17,787.43 $6841.32 $2736.53 

Total Collected this Month $1,903.07 $1237.00 $475.77 $190.31 

Total Collected as of 1/31/19 $29,268.34 $19,024.34 $7307.09 $2926.83 

 

Mites in Action - Lydia Comfort Dog  
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and Lutheran Church Charities K9 Comfort Dogs.... What a team! They can 
do great things together!  The LWML ladies of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Topsfield, MA have been so 
supportive of the annual fundraising for Lydia Comfort Dog; helping her to help others! 
 
On Saturday, November 10, Lydia Comfort Dog & her Top Dog Joyce 
Sauca and Handler Crystal Brown, were invited by Sharyn Dahn to an 
LWML meeting at Our Savior so Lydia could personally meet and thank 
the ladies. Joyce & Crystal gave a short talk and answered questions to 
familiarize the members with the LCC Comfort Dog Ministry and all the 
many types of activities the dogs are involved in. The greatest need for 
funds is the last minute airplane tickets needed to deploy Lydia and 2 
Handlers to the site of a tragedy or natural disaster. 
 
Dianne Newhall of LWML Topsfield has been the liaison between the 
Topsfield Church and Lydia’s team, collecting used jewelry and 
handbags for the annual fundraiser sale at Messiah Lutheran, Lynnfield, 
MA.   Her work has been SO important. Lydia left the group a Comfort 
Dog stuffie sporting LWML purple beads as a reminder of her visit. 


