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 President’s Page: Like a Hummingbird? 
 I’m thinking about hummingbirds today. They certainly are beautiful little birds. We don’t have a 
hummingbird feeder, but occasionally we’ll see one inspecting our 
flowers. They fly so quickly! Their wings beat so fast! Their beak is 
so long! They really are amazing little creatures. 
 Sometimes I feel like a hummingbird – not because of their 
beauty or their speed.  Sometimes I feel like I flit and fly from one 
task to another, or one thought to another, without stopping. I feel 
like I alight on this task or that job, or think about this event or that 
person, without fully finishing any task or thought. I feel like I’m 
moving about my day like a hummingbird moves from flower to 
flower – here and there, now here and now there. It can feel 
exhausting! Do you ever feel like that? 
 My analogy doesn’t hold up, though.  As I think about it, the 
hummingbird finishes his little task at each flower! He alights and drinks deeply of the nectar available. 
When he’s finished, he moves to another flower.  
 That’s where I’m failing – I’m not drinking deeply of the nectar available. I’m not stopping to refresh 
myself in God’s Word. Look how we are freshened and strengthened: 
 

 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 

 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? And why do you worry about clothes? 
See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon 
in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. Matthew 6:27-29 

 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit 
to him, and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6 

 Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
Matthew 7:7 

 … but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will 
become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life. John 4:14 

 
 Thanks be to God! His Word is available; I only need to ‘drink’ it. His presence is near; I only need to open 
my eyes! His help is promised, I only need to ask!  
 If I “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” everything else can be ordered and accomplished 
according to His will.  
 I thank and praise God that you and I are more exquisite than hummingbirds – beautifully made in God’s 
image, moving purposefully in His plan and drinking deeply of the life-giving nectar that is His love. 
 
Your partner in the Gospel, Barbara 

TheBeacon Summer/Fall  2018  

 The New England District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Newsletter Jennifer Gierke, Editor  

 Beacon@LWML-NED.org
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LWML-NED FALL RETREAT 
Nov 2-3, 2018 

Flourish! Spiritually and Vocationally 

Come join your LWML-NED Sisters in Christ for a weekend of  

fellowship, singing and relaxation! 

  
  

Key Note Speaker:   Rev. Victor Belton,  
Regional Representative for Advancement 
Concordia College, Bronxville, NY 

  

  

   

  

  

Rev. Belton was born in Washington DC and worked in a number of professions before attending 
Concordia University Bronxville and Concordia Seminary St. Louis.  He has held a variety of positions 
within LCMS, including 27 years as Pastor of Peace Lutheran, Decatur, GA, before returning to Concordia 
Bronxville as VP of Leadership and Campus Ministry.  Pastor Belton also took the opportunity to begin a 
ministry in South Sudan Africa and continues to enjoy community service.  He lives in St. Louis with 
Winona, his wife of 40 years. 

  

  

REGISTRATION FORMS: Available at www.lwml-ned.org 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS:  Holiday Inn, Enfield, CT       860-741-2211 

 Make reservations directly with the hotel.  Mention booking for LWML Retreat. 

 Room Rate: Single, Double, Triple or Quad occupancy  

 (includes full, hot buffet breakfast + gratuity) $99+ tax 

 Room Rates and Availability guaranteed until Oct. 1, 2018. 

FOOD: Dinner is on your own Friday evening; breakfast included with room. 

 Coffee Break & lunch included with registration 

REGISTRATION: Registration begins at 6:00 PM Friday 

PROGRAM: Friday Program: 7:00 pm—9:00 pm  

 Pres. Timothy Yeadon to present his 500th Year Reformation Trip to Europe 

 Saturday Program: 8:30 am—3:00 pm 

 Rev V. Belton presentation on how we can Flourish!!! 

Gifts from the Heart will Benefit our 4 NED Lutheran Schools:  Large sizes of Hand Sanitizer - 33.8 oz. size; 
Lysol/ Clorox wipes - 78 wipe size; Kleenex; Costco gift cards for our weekly lunch cart needs; Stop & 
Shop/Target/ Wal-Mart gift cards for treats for our special events like National Lutheran Schools Week. 
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LWML Sunday 2018 — Our Rest in a Changing World 
Need a break from this busy life and always wondering 
what might happen next? Then take a look at the 2018 
LWML Sunday materials authored by Rev. Ken 
Hennings, LCMS Texas District President. The theme, 
“Our Rest in a Changing World,” from Psalm 62 will 
take you through worship to the sermon titled “The 
Rest We Share,” giving pause and insight in seeking 
that rest.  

The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside for 
the observation of LWML Sunday, but it can be 
celebrated at any time. LWML Sunday materials are 
available at www.lwml.org/lwml-Sunday. 

You too can "Serve the Lord with Gladness" 

with your New England District LWML!  
 

1. Do you have a heart for Mission Service? Do you encourage yourself and 

others to participate in active mission servant events? Do you pray for the 

missionaries from our District? We would love to have you on our Human Care 
Committee, to alert us to mission opportunities, encourage us to participate, 

and help us get to know our missionaries. Contact Jennifer Gierke, VP of 

Special Focus Ministries, for more information.  SpecialFocus@lwml-ned.org  

2. Are you a person who is detail oriented and likes structure?  The Structure Committee is looking for 

members who would be interested in learning about the bylaws and structure of the LWML-NED. Previous 
experience is not required. We will train anyone interested in learning. Contact Jan Krampitz, 

Parlimentarian for more information. rjak@att.net 

3. Are you someone with a gift for design and “getting the word out?” The Public Relations Committee could 

use your help to develop and produce materials to promote the work and events of the LWML-NED. This 

could include fliers, posters, display and social media. For more information contact Amy Eversole, VP of 

Communication. Communications@lwml-ned.org  

Save the Date  
 

June 20-23, 2019  

38th Biennial Convention 

Mobile, Alabama 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation 

from day to day. Declare his glory among the 

nations (1 Chronicles 16:23–24a). 

mailto:SpecialFocus@lwml-ned.org
mailto:rjak@att.net
mailto:Communications@lwml-ned.org
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LWML New England District Biennial Convention Report 

 

 God’s Jewels 

And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels. 

(Malachi 3:17 KJV) 

 
 The 27th Biennial Convention of the New England District was held April 13th and 14th in Enfield, CT.  Thank you to 
our hoststhe Mid-Valley Zone! 

Convention Delegates approved a Mission Goal of $70,000 for 2018-2020! This will be split among LWML-NED Mission 
Grants $45,500; LWML National Mission Grants $17,500; and LWML-NED Administration costs of $7,000. 

2018-2020 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS 

1. Keep Baby Warm and Safe (Central Connecticut Lutherans for Life)  $1,575 

2. Trinity Lutheran Preschool (Trinity Lutheran, Ashaway, RI) $1,200 

3. Open Arms Preschool Rebuilding (Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA) $5,000  

4a. The Bridge (Our Savior Lutheran, South Windsor, CT)  $2,500 

4b. Foster Love (Messiah Lutheran, Lynnfield, MA)  $5,000 

4c. Short-Term Mission Scholarships (LWML-NED)  $6,000 

5a. AED for Church and School (First Lutheran Church and School, Holyoke, MA) $1,750  

5b. Church Worker Scholarships (LWML-NED)  $7,000 

6. Seminary Distance Education (LWML-NED)  $5,000 

7. Little Blessings Daycare/Preschool Architectural Design (Trinity Lutheran, West Roxbury, MA) $4,400 

8. Free Medical Check-Ups and Eye Screening in Rural India  $3,000 

9. LCMS Missionary Expenses (LCMS Mission Central)  $3,075 

 

  

LWML-NED Executive Committee  
   

Barbara Lis, President   2016-2020 

Marianne Bischoff, Recording Secretary  2016-2020 

Sue Lastowski, Treasurer*   2018-2022 

Amy Eversole, VP Communication*   2018-2022 

June Merwin, VP Christian Life*   2018-2022 

Donna Madonna, VP Gospel Outreach*  2018-2022 

Sharon Dever, VP Organizational Resources 2016-2020 

Jennifer Gierke, VP Special Focus Ministries 2016-2020 

Rev. Randall Bessette, Senior Counselor  2018-2020 

Rev. David Riley, Junior Counselor*   2018-2022 

Jan Krampitz, Parliamentarian    2016-2020 

* Newly Elected at Convention  
  

  

   

Attendees made and wrote cards to  send to pastors’ 

wives in the NED and to the children at the Lutheran 

School in Gbarnga, Liberia, delivered by Jon Rossman. 
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Past Presidents and Current President Barbara Lis are joined by 
National VP Kaye Wolff during the opening procession. 

Barbara Lis and Kylee Warnock , YWR from Mid-Valley Zone 
with Comfort Dogs Addie and Leah. 

Meeting Old Friends and Making New Ones 

2020 LWML-NED Convention 

You are cordially invited to the 2020 LWML 
New England District Convention. 

 Mark your calendars – April 17th– 18th
, 2020 

Watch for details in the “Beacon“ and “Pass 
It On” and from your zone leaders. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

The Eastern Zone 
 

Genesis 1:3 

Betsy Gorneau & Pat Kablitz 

Marilyn Sarvela & Mallika Kantayya 

Peggy Ruhnke & Sharon Dever 

Sharon Berg 
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Counselor’s 

Corner 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  

As a brief introduction, I serve as the pastor of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Westfield, Massachusetts. At the LWML District convention in April, I 
was elected as your new Junior Pastoral Counselor. The Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League is an excellent organization of mission-minded ladies. It is truly 
an honor for me to serve in this pastoral capacity.   

Although I am new to the New England District LWML, I have previously served 
your organization in other parishes in our synod. While serving parishes in Arkansas, I was the South Arkansas 
Zone Counselor for four terms and attended Zone Rallies for several years.  

With you, I, too, “Serve the Lord with Gladness”. As I like to say, I have lived “on the West Coast, the East 
Coast, and points in between.”  I was born and raised in Portland, Oregon. I attended Seminary in the Midwest. 
In my first Call, I was placed at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Murray, Kentucky. There, I conducted a “town/
gown” ministry to college students. Six years later, I accepted a Call to St. John’s Lutheran Church and School 
in Stuttgart, Arkansas. It was a great experience, ministering to rice farmers and their families along with the 
children who attended our school. I was later called to a dual parish setting in south Arkansas. I learned about 
oil and gas drilling during my eight years of service there. I was involved in Intentional Interim Ministry in 
northeast Arkansas before coming to the Northeast. I came to the New England District in early 2016. District 
President Timothy Yeadon formally installed me as St. John’s settled pastor on September 10, 2017. 

With you, I, too, have these words of Psalm 100:2 as my personal motto: “Serve the Lord with gladness!”. The 
inspired Psalm reads like this in its entirety: “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord 
with gladness! Come into His presence with singing!  Know that the Lord, He is God!  It is He Who made us, 
and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His 
courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His Name!  For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures 
forever, and His faithfulness to all generations.” We serve the Lord in gratitude for what He has done for us!  
We share joyfully the Good News with everyone!! 
 

Serving the Lord with Gladness,   

Rev. David Riley 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Westfield, Massachusetts 
LWML New England District Junior Pastoral Counselor 
 

The LWML 2017-2019 Mite Goal is $2,075,000  

funding 22 Mission Projects! 

As of June 30th, with 9 months to go in this biennium, we still need $900,000.  

Remember, for every mite dollar we raise here in New England, 25¢ is sent for national 
projects.  You are directly funding Training Lutheran Middle Eastern Missionaries, the 
Tanzanian Sewing Center, the Mercy House in Flint, Michigan, the Laborers of Love with 
Lutheran Braille Workers, Lutheran missionaries, pastors, and 16 more! 

Note: Grant #22, Raising Pastors and Deaconesses with the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Liberia for $97,000, will be reallocated to a different project because of “trust and 
accountability issues that the Synod and the ELCL are currently having and working to 
resolve”, according to the LCMS Office of International Missions. Continue to pray for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in the ELCL and here in our own Synod.  
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The Mid-Valley Zone and the Mountain Laurel Zone are 

joining together for their Fall Rally which will be held on Sunday, 
September 30, at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 8 Maple Street, 
Terryville, CT starting at 2pm. Holy Trinity Ladies Aid/LWML will 
be hosting. The In-Gathering will be monetary donations for 
Orphan Grain Train local branch. A tour of OGT Warehouse will 
be available after the rally. 

The Northern Zone Fall Rally will be held on Saturday, October 6, at Lutheran Church of 

the Savior in Bedford, MA. The guest Speaker, Pastor Greg Dwyer, as a master communicator, 
will challenge your perception of reality and prove communication is more than 
words. Registration with coffee starts at 9:30 am. The program begins at 10:00 am. Lunch will 
be served. 

The Koinonia Zone is making plans for their Fall Rally. Please watch for more information in 

the Pass It On. 

The Eastern Zone Fall Rally will be held on Sunday, October 7, at Our Redeemer Church, 

Smithfield, RI starting at 1:00p.m.  The speaker will be Pastor Greg Dwyer.  The In-Gathering 
will be books, (up to and including 3rd grade level, gently used is okay) for the Gbanga Liberia 
school library.  

Zone Rallies 

Young Woman Representative Needed for National Convention  
Do you know a young woman, preferably 22-35 years of age, who is a member of 
the LCMS and has a deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ? A 
daughter? Granddaughter? Niece? Friend? Maybe even you? If so, she could 
represent our District as a Young Woman Representative (YWR) at the LWML 
National Convention in Mobile, Alabama, June 20-23, 2019. 

She must be able to be away from home/work for the convention, including travel 
time. She will be asked to participate in all parts of the convention and any YWR 
planned activities. This is a wonderful opportunity for any young woman who has 
a desire to make a difference and serve in a sincere and dedicated manner. 
Enthusiasm to learn and be involved is a must! 

Information and application is available at www.lwml-ned.org/special-focus/. Applications should be 
returned to Sage Veino by November 30, 2018. 

For more information contact Sage Veino, YWR Committee at SpecialFocus@lwml-ned.org. 

Women of all ages are encouraged to pray for the NED's next young woman representative and to check out 
YWR news and information at www.LWML.org.  

Delegates to the Convention! Zones should elect their Zone Delegate to 

the 2019 Convention at their 2018 Fall Rally. If you are interested in being a 

Delegate to the Convention, contact your Zone President.  

http://www.lwml-ned.org
mailto:SpecialFocus@lwml-ned.org
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LWML - New England District 
CHURCH MITE TUBE CHALLENGE 

 

As most of you know, the large M&M tubes are great for collecting quarters.  In 
fact, they comfortably hold 80 quarters. The M&M tubes can be kept with the 
M&M logo on it or you can cover them with the LWML logo. The yummy part of 
participating in this Mite Tube Challenge is that you get to eat the M&Ms first! 
The treat inside the tube is your reward for taking up the challenge. There might 
even be a few men and children who would love to help you with this challenge!  
These M&M Tubes can be purchased at CVS or most grocery stores. 
 

All of the Money(Quarters)/Mites that are collected in the M&M Tubes 
will assist the funding of the LWML- New England District Mission Goal 
and the Mission Grants. The LWML-NED 2018-2020 Mission Goal is 
$70,000.   
   

CHALLENGE: Can your group or church collect at least 10 filled-
with-quarters tubes by the end of the Summer (August 31st)? 
 

COLLECT YOUR MITES AND SEND THEM TO:  

Susan Lastowski, LWML-NED Treasurer, P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041  

Mites in Action - Lydia Comfort Dog  
Take a look at the most dedicated, determined handlers that 
Lutheran Church Charities has ever seen. These brave souls 
were at the 5th Anniversary of the Boston Marathon to comfort 
supporters, runners, emergency personnel and first responders. 
These awesome women met and ministered to hundreds of 
runners, their families and many volunteers. Lydia Comfort Dog 
was the recipient of a $5,000 LWML-NED grant in the 2016-
2018 Biennium. Keep up the good work! 

 
 

 

Lydia and her cohorts in Santa Fe, Texas. 

From the left: Karen Kline, Kathryn Jones, 
Lydia Comfort Dog, Crystal Brown, Kathryn 
Struzyk and Leah Comfort Dog. 
PS: Handler David Brezina took the picture 
as he stayed drier under a canopy and 
watched these poor girls nearly drown in 
the terrible rain!  


