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TheBeacon Winter/Spring 2018  

 The New England District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Newsletter Jennifer Gierke, Editor  

 Beacon@LWML-NED.org  

From Past District President, Leslie Colligan  
 

Dear Mite Collecting, Prayer Warrior Sisters, 
 

I find during my past experiences that in times of need I am drawing closer to the Lord. Do you find that to be 
true too? I am looking at our LWML-NED Mission Goal and we, New England LWML-ers are indeed 
needing our Lord’s help in completing His Mission Goal work this biennium.      
 

Prayer Warriors Unite! Prayerfully, to fully fund all our 2016-2018 LWML-NED Mission Grants $9,285.50 is 
needed in mite donations in less than 2 months. These are mission grants that we made a commitment to 
funding at our last LWML-NED Convention. Yes, by our own means this is an impossible task. But all things 
are possible through Christ who strengthens us.  I know you prayer warriors! I have witnessed, first hand, how 
God has worked mightily through the LWML women in our New England District. God’s plan, done in God's 
time, will never lack God's resources. 
 

….And so we with the Lord’s assistance put our prayers into action! You may be able to have a special 
offering within your societies and congregations, or you may be able to have bake sales or soup suppers 
during Lent. Maybe we can give up the cost of our daily coffees and add it to our mite boxes. Pastor James 
Butler recently wrote in a congregational letter, “I like to look at 
Lent as a journey. Together, with Jesus and his disciples, we travel 
from the Mount of Transfiguration to Jerusalem to the Upper 
Room to Gethsemane to Mount Calvary and finally to the empty 
tomb at Easter. This is an important pilgrimage, one that we take 
each year, but that becomes richer as it becomes more familiar.” 
This year, our Lenten pilgrimage also includes completing His 
LWML-NED mission goal. As we chorus when we state the 
LWML Pledge: We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for 
Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voices to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our 
silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great 
task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. I look forward to our Lenten Journey, 
and celebrating our Lord’s resurrection on Easter Morning, on April 1st, as well as celebrating a fully funded 
LWML-NED Mission Goal! 
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Inside this issue: “Bites for Mites” Campaign  
My dear Mite Collecting Sisters, I’m happy to 
remind you that 75¢ of every $1 mite donation 
remains in New England for our Mission Grants 
and Administration. So far, in this biennium, you 
have donated nearly $55,000! We have been bold 

to pray for a Mission Goal of $64,000 and, with less than 2 months left in the 
biennium, we still need almost $9,000. With God’s help we can do it! Our Sisters 
in Christ have shown us how: cookies and cupcakes! Our sisters at Lutheran 
Church of the Savior in Bedford, MA held “Bites for Mites” bake sales in October 
and December and raised over $900! Our sisters at St. Luke’s in Dedham, MA 
raised more than $500. Lutheran Church of the Way in Raynham, MA raised $300 
and Christ Lutheran in Niantic, CT hopes to do the same. Let’s do it! Let’s bake 
some cookies, set up a table, and ask our hungry congregations to support missions 
one tasty bite at a time!         
       President Barbara Lis 
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The Mid-Valley Zone invites you to 
the LWML New England District 27th Biennial Convention 

Friday & Saturday, April 13 & 14, 2018 Holiday Inn, Enfield, CT 
 

God’s Jewels 
And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels. 

(Malachi 3:17 KJV) 

 

Join your LWML Sisters in Christ as we celebrate the 
LWML’s 75th anniversary 

and the 
LWML-NED’s 45th anniversary! 

 

Keynote Speaker: Reverend Paul Lantz, Pastor, Lutheran Church of the 
Cross, Hanover, MA and LCMS New England District Board of Mission for 
Portuguese Language Ministry. Reverend Lantz’s keynote, “You Are 
Precious” will remind us that we are God’s jewels and precious in His sight. 

 

 
LWML Representative: Kaye Wolff, Vice President of Special Focus Ministries. Kaye 
“oversees the Committee on Young Women and is excited about refreshing the Teen 
LWML program. Her vision for the LWML includes educating and encouraging young 
women to become more involved in the LWML where they grow together in the 
Word and in service. Kaye would love to see three and four generations of women 
attending conventions together.” 
 

 

Gifts From The Heart will benefit The Bridge, an outreach ministry 
of Our Savior Lutheran Church in South Windsor, Connecticut.  
Items needed include: liquid dish soap, paper towels, toilet paper, 
men’s or women’s deodorant, and feminine products. 

 

See insert for registration and hotel information. 

Registration form is also available on our website at www.lwml-ned.org 

http://www.lwml-ned.org
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The Rock Speaks 
2017 Fall Retreat 

All drink the same spiritual drink.   

For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them,  

and the Rock was Christ. 

1 Corinthians 10:4 

 

The 2017 LWML-NED ANNUAL FALL RETREAT, held on November 3-4, 

at the Holiday Inn, Enfield, CT enlightened over 100 LWML sisters, brothers 

and pastors to affirm that Christ is the VINE and we are the BRANCHES! 

Our guest speaker, Cindy Steinbeck, told her “story” how the “ROCK 

SPEAKS” (1 Corinthians 10:4) when our Faith in Christ helps us to ask for 

help! We can’t do it alone, we need CHRIST, OUR ROCK! “They all ate the 

same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the 

spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.” 1 Corinthians 

10:3-4. 

Our Treasurer, Shirley Schindler, reported the mites and offerings collected at 
the RETREAT are as follows:  

• Friday Night’s Mite Boxes = $ 463.00 

• Saturday’s Offering = $2,400.00 

• Saturday’s Mite Boxes = $ 784.00 

• TOTAL= $ 3,647.00  

 

Guest Speaker, 

Cindy Steinbeck 

The Ladies from Trinity Lutheran, Keene, NH 

First Time Attendees 

Save the Date! 

November 2-3, 2018  

Fall Retreat – Enfield, CT  
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2018-2020 LWML-NED Mission Grant Project Applications* 

(proposed Mission Goal is $64,750) 

1.  AED (Automated External Defibrillator) for Church and School 

 (First Lutheran Church and School; Holyoke, MA)      $1750 

2.  The Bridge—Helping Families (Our Savior Lutheran; South Windsor, CT)   $2500 

3.  Church Worker Scholarships LCMS-NED  (LWML-NED)     $7000 

4.  Foster Love  (Messiah Lutheran; Lynnfield, MA)      $5000 

5.  Free Medical Check-ups and Eye Screening in Rural India  (Lutheran Hour Ministries) $3000 

6.  Keep a Baby Warm and Safe  (Central CT Lutherans for Life)     $1575 

7.  Little Blessings Daycare/Preschool: Architectural/Interior Design Services   $4400 

 (Trinity Lutheran; West Roxbury, MA) 

8. LC-MS Missionary Expenses  (LC-MS Mission Central)     $4000 

9.  Open Arms Preschool Flooding Remediation 

 (Lutheran Church of the Savior; Bedford, MA)      $5000 

10.  Reaching Visually Impaired Inmates with God's Love  (Lutheran Braille Workers) $3000 

11.  Seminary Distance Education  (LC-MS-NED)      $5000 

12.  Short-term Mission Scholarships  (LWML-NED)      $6000 

13.  Support for Concordia Seminary's International Graduate School Students   

 (Concordia Seminary; St. Louis, MO)       $3000 

14.  Trinity Lutheran Preschool  (Trinity Lutheran;  Ashaway, RI)    $1200 

15.  White Canes  (MOST Ministries)        $1500 

 *Delegates will vote on funding these at Convention. 

 Complete summaries of each grant are listed on lwml-ned.org under the “Conventions” tab. 

Young Woman Representative 
Do you know a young woman (preferably 22-35 years of age) who is a 
member of the LCMS and has a deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus 
Christ? A daughter? Granddaughter? Niece? Friend? Maybe even you? If 
so, she could represent your zone as a Young Woman Representative 
(YWR) at the LWML-NED District Convention. 

This year, each zone will be asked to send one YWR to the convention in 
April (with costs covered by the district). She will be asked to participate 
in all parts of the convention and any YWR planned activities. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for any young woman who has a desire to make a 
difference and serve in a sincere and dedicated manner. Enthusiasm to 
learn and be involved is a must! 

Information and application is available at www.lwml-ned.org under the “Conventions” tab. Applications 
should be returned to your society or zone president by March 11, 2018. 

For more information contact Sage Veino, YWR Committee at mrs.sage@veino.com . 

http://www.lwml-ned.org
mailto:mrs.sage@veino.com
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SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS! 
At the 2018 Convention, we will be voting to fill the following positions.  

Please consider running for one of these positions.  Contact Sherlene Skov at 
srskov@comcast.net. Remember, we are “Serving the Lord with gladness!” 

 

 Vice President Christian Life (Plans retreats, other programs) 

 Vice President Gospel Outreach (Manager of Mission Grants) 

 Vice President Communications (Publishes Pass It On; other) 

 Treasurer 

 Pastoral Counselor 

 Nominating Committee (3) 

From Sharon Dever, Vice President of Organizational Resources 

For your awareness, the following are brief descriptions of LWML-NED Bylaw 

changes that are expected to be presented to the Convention. Your Board of Directors 

will thoroughly review the existing Bylaws, send recommended changes to national 

LWML for approval, and prepare the motions and statements describing the rationale 

for each change. The final changes will be voted by the Convention Delegates. 

1. Rename the Human Care Department to Special Focus Ministries Department. 

2. Move the Young Woman Committee from the Servant Resources Department to the 

Special Focus Ministries Department. Also, change the name from Young Woman 

Committee to Young Women Committee. 

3. Establish a “Heart to Heart Sisters Committee” as a standing committee under the 

Special Focus Ministries Department. 

4. Remove the now-defunct, appointed position Mission-Ministry Vision Consultant from the Bylaws. 

You can read our current Bylaws on our web page at:  

 WWW.LWML-NED.ORG/ORGANIZATIONAL-RESOURCES 

OrganizationalResources@lwml-ned.org 

DO YOU SHOP ONLINE? 

Consider shopping through Amazon Smile. Your Amazon 

shopping will be the same, except you’ll identify the charity 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (NED) before you start. 

Go directly to this link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-3095738  

 Our LWML-NED receives 0.5% of every purchase linked to us. 

These funds are dedicated to the LWML-NED Scholarship Fund.  

mailto:srskov@comcast.net
mailto:organizationalresources@lwml-ned.org
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Counselor’s 

Corner 

 

Dear Ladies of the LWML, 

 The Lectionary readings for January 21, 2018 the Third Sunday of 

the Epiphany—especially the Old Testament reading—made me think of 

all of you. The Old Testament reading was from Jonah chapter 3 where 

God asked two things of Jonah 1) to go, and 2) to proclaim the message I 

give you. I thought this is exactly what the New England District LWML 

does. It is with great joy that I have seen all of you go and proclaim God’s 

glorious message of salvation in Christ Jesus. I have had the pleasure of 

witnessing firsthand the faithfulness of the New England District LWML. 

I have watched you pray for each other as well as pray for all those that 

you come into contact with, through you various congregations. I have 

seen you challenge yourselves to reach more and more of the lost souls 

within our own backyards. It amazes me as you brainstorm on various 

ways that you can fund yet another mission or lift up a mission already 

established. Most importantly you have never wavered in your trust of 

God the Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit. By the power of the 

Holy Spirt blessing the work of you wonderful ladies, you have made it 

possible for all of us in the New England District to go and proclaim the message God has given. I have been 

greatly uplifted by your strengths. First Lutheran Christian School’s theme this year is to “Stand Firm.” I 

believe today more than ever we need to stand firm in the Word of God. That is why God has given us each 

other to link arms and Stand Firm and together we will GO! and PROCLAIM! the message of Jesus Christ our 

Lord and Savior. 

Praying for you without ceasing  

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Bessette 
 

Reverend Randall Bessette is our Senior 
Counselor. His term expires April 
2018.  He is Pastor at First Lutheran 
Church and School Holyoke, MA. 

Pastor Bessette 'answered the call' for us, 
when Pastor Dan Eddy, the senior coun-
selor, accepted a pastoral call out of the 
New England District in 2016. We thank 
Pastor Bessette for his faithful service to 
the LWML-NED. 

Save the Date  
 

June 20-23, 2019  

38th Biennial Convention 

Mobile, Alabama 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation 

from day to day. Declare his glory among the 

nations (1 Chronicles 16:23–24a). 
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The Mid-Valley Zone will be hosting their Spring Rally on Sunday, 
March 11th at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Westfield, MA. Sue 
Lastowski will be sharing her experiences at the National Convention. 

The Northern Zone will be hosting their Spring Rally on Saturday, 
April 7th at Messiah Lutheran Church in Lynnfield MA. 

The guest speaker will be Susan Karalias, the Director of "Towers of 
Gifts for Newborns in Need.” She will be sharing how her organization helps moms who have very little by 
supplying them with essentials to take care of a new baby. Gifts from the Heart will be items most needed 
for the towers. 
 

The Koinonia Zone will be hosting their Spring Gathering on a Sunday, May 20th at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church, Trumbull CT at 2:00 PM. Save the date for their Fall Rally on October 20th at Christ the 
King Lutheran Church in Newtown, CT. 

The Eastern Zone and the Mountain Laurel Zone invite everyone to attend the 3rd annual New 
England Ministry Conference. This is a gathering of pastors and lay leaders from churches across New 
England to receive coaching, encouragement and equipping the church for Word and Sacrament ministry.  

Participants will hear a keynote by Matt Randerson on The Five Principles of Generous Leaders. 
Attendees can then go to 4 breakout sessions on topics including church finances, young adult ministry, 
youth ministry, deacon ministry, men's retreats, women's ministry and international mission trips (featuring 
Leslie Colligan from the Eastern Zone). In addition, participants can visit more than a dozen ministry tables 
during the lunch hour for networking and working together in mission and ministry. 

This year's conference will be at Our Savior Lutheran Church (239 Graham Road, South Windsor, CT). 
Doors open on Saturday, March 10, 2018 at 8:30am. Please arrive early. The conference starts on time at 
9:00am. The cost of the conference is $10 to pay for lunch.  

The Trusty Soup Sale Crew - Chris, Nancy, Pat 
and Wini - from Lutheran Church of the Way in 
Raynham, MA made four kinds of homemade 
soup for their Soup Sale for Mites. 

Over 200 backpacks were packed with school 
supplies by the ladies (and gents and kids) of 
Lutheran Church of the Savior in Bedford, MA.  

Zone Rallies 
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 From the Treasurer 

Ladies of LWML, 

I Thank and Praise my Lord that I have been able to serve as your Treasurer for the past four years. I am 

so thankful to have met so many women from all over New England who attend the Retreats, Rallies and 

Conventions. Ladies, you are all the greatest. Thank you for all that you do in service to our Lord and 
Savior through LWML-NED. 

The Lord’s blessing in total mites collected for the 2016-2018 Mission Goal of $64,000.00 is $54,714.50 

as of 1/31/18. We only have until March 31 to collect $9285.50. We need to get down on our knees and 

pray to our Lord that our hearts be opened to meet the goals that were set at our last convention. 

  

The mission grants yet to be funded are:  
#6a - Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya - LCMS - $1,080 - Christ’s 
Care for Children: Kenya gives vulnerable children the opportunity 
to successfully complete school while living at a home away from 
home which provides a Christ-centered, loving, caring, and safe 
environment. 
#6b - Veterans of the Cross - LCMS - $2,000 - Veterans of the 
Cross provides small, periodic stipends and pastoral care for church work retirees (or their 
surviving spouses) who struggle to pay for basic living expenses. 
#7 - YWR & Junior Pastoral Counselor to National LWML Convention - LWML-NED - $2,000 
- To provide funding for the LWML-NED Young Woman Representative and the Junior Pastoral 
Counselor to attend the National LWML Convention. 
#8 - Operation Barnabas for Comfort Dog Congregations - LCMS - $1,000 - Congregations 
with a Comfort Dog will be enabled to expand their reach to meet the needs of veterans and 
their families who are in a period of critical adjustment. 
#9a - Children’s Fund - First Lutheran Church, Holyoke, MA - $357.25 - Funds used to help 
offset tuition fees for those families who need financial aid. 
#9b - Ft. Wayne Seminary Food Co-op Assistance - Ft. Wayne Seminary - $162.75 - The co-
op provides perishable food items to students who are preparing to serve God as pastors, 
deaconesses, and missionaries. 

 
Shirley Schindler, Treasurer 

Please send mite donations to Shirley Schindler, 6 Davis Rd, Ellington, CT, 06029-3701. 

If you have any questions, you may contact her at: treasurer@lwml-ned.org. 

“Give thanks with a grateful  heart, Give thanks to the Holy One, Give thanks  because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.  

Give thanks…” (LSB 806) 

Our Mites are working in the lives of 

others! 

Here is what LWML-NED has awarded. 

 

Short Term Mission Scholarships awarded so far in 2018: 

• Jon Rossman, Mt. Calvary, Acton, MA to Gbarnga, Liberia, building a 

Lutheran school; $400  

• Leslie Colligan, St. Luke’s, Dedham, MA $400 for the LCMS Poland Mission 

for English Bible Camp. 


