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   $10,000 
Is $11,252.57     and is   13 % of Goal.    $20,000 

TOTAL MITE money through July 31, 2026     $30,000 
   $40,000 

    $50,000 
            $8,700 for LWML-NED District Administration.    $60,000 

$21,250 for National LWML Mission Projects; and    $70,000 
$55,280 for LWML-NED Mission Projects;    $80,000 

MISSION GOAL $87,000 ALLOCATED AS FOLLOWS:    $85,000 
    $87,000 

 

 

 

PASS IT ON 

August 2026 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of 
“Pass It On” -- a tool that you can use to 
share the latest, most up-to-date 
information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women in Mission-New 
England District (LWML-NED) and 
nationally. For more news and 
information, visit www.lwml-ned.org 

 

 
LWML-NED Mission Goal 

       for 2026-2028 is $87,000 
2026-2028 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

   
 

  
 

 

 

We are now working on the 2026-2028 LWML-NED Mission Grants: 

1b LWML-NED Church Worker Scholarships 
(Amount funded to date $4,314.17, we need $4,132.00 to fully fund 
this project.) 

$7,000 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 
  

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

http://www.lwml-ned.org/
http://www.lwml-ned.org/
http://www.lwml-ned.org/
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 FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT 
 

Pass It On August 2026 - REUNIONS               THS GOLDEN WARRIORS PICNIC 
 
Summer is the time of year when high schools often have their reunions.  Jim’s (husband) 
and my family all graduated from Tonawanda High School.  Our little town in Western New 
York has a Golden Warriors Picnic every August.  It is held for all the THS Graduates who 
have been out of school for 50 years or more.  We plan to attend again this year to see what 
has transpired in the last twelve months.  However, at the first reunion (five years out of 
school), not much had changed. Then ten, twenty-five and even fifty years had flown by.  
That’s when you decide you have to lose ten pounds before the celebration; get a modern 
hairstyle, and of course, get a matching manicure / pedicure.  Off you go!  What will we 
discover this time?  Often, we get a mixed reaction.  Some folks have changed very little.  
And some you don’t recognize at all.  Once in a while, an old flame is rekindled.  Generally 
speaking, it is a joyous time to reacquaint oneself with old friends. 
   
We, as Christians, do not have to be fearful or apprehensive of our reunion with Christ. We 
do not have to worry about our appearance.  We will have a reunification that we can look 
forward to with peace and comfort.  As you age, you attend more and more funerals and 
memorial services for friends and family.  One of the main things that helps get us through 
these difficult times is our future reunion – not only with our Savior but also with our loved 
ones. 
   Amos 4:12:…..prepare to meet your God, O Israel. 
                       
Remembering all our friends of old 
Earnestly going over the stories told 
Unions with friends and family is fun     BUT 
Need to slow down and stop the run 
I want to remember my reunion with Christ 
Overall, He paid the greatest price 
No one should ever refuse to meet     
  As our reunion with Him cannot be beat! 

 
Yours in Christian Love, 

June 
Dr. June Rae Merwin; President, LWML-NED 
june.merwin@gmail.com; 860-581-0379 
 

 
  

 
                November 6th and 7th 2026 

mailto:june.merwin@gmail.com
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Thred's digital outreach platform focuses on 
how mission-minded Christians can share their 
faith through digital interactions that lead to 
meaningful spiritual conversations. 

LWML District 2026-2028 Mission 
Grants 
 
1b.  LWML-NED Church Worker Scholarships – $7000 
 
 This funding will provide financial assistance to Lutheran students in our 
district who are attending LCMS colleges and seminaries, preparing to 
become pastors, teachers, and other church workers. 
 

 
LWML National 2025-2027 Mission Grant #12 
 

Gospel Outreach through the Digital Mission Field 
Lutheran Hour Ministries, U.S. | $100,000 

 
About This Mission Grant 

Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) 
sees the urgency to share the 
Gospel and grow the Kingdom of 
God by engaging people in the 
digital space. They have 
developed numerous digital 
resources that allow staff and 
volunteers to enter conversations 
with individuals and provide 
biblically based answers for their 
lives.  
 
LHM’s digital outreach platform, 
Thred, focuses on encouraging an 
open and honest conversation 
about life, faith, and Jesus with 
young adults. Gospel Adventures 

is a program designed for grade school and middle school youth where they 
experience meeting kids from another part of the world and can see God’s 
work in action. High school students are being reached with a new resource to 
become effective witnesses for Jesus called Spiritual Conversations: Sharing 
Life, Faith, and Jesus with Friends.  
 
This grant will cover the cost of expanding mass media/proclamation activities 
and audience engagement, including social media, website, Bible courses, and 
training. 
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Have you ever thought it might be interesting to see the THEMES/SCRIPTURE VERSES from 
our Sister Districts for 2026. 
 On the next page is the list of LWML Districts and their 2026 Convention Theme 

and Scripture Verse, sorted by theme. 
 
There are Forty (40) Districts in the LWML Nationally.  Not all 2026 Conventions have been 
held yet.  The process for District Convention Theme and Scripture verse selection is not 
the same in every District.  The New England District process is as follows: 
 

1. The Zone hosting the Convention, working with their Convention Committee, 
develops a Convention Theme.  The Scripture verse can come from this group 
or from the Zones Pastoral Counselors. 

 
2. Once a Theme is agreed to and a Scripture Verse has received Pastoral 

Counselors approval, the proposed Theme and Scripture verse is submitted 
by the Convention Committee to the LWML-NED Board of Directors for final 
approval. 

 
• Timing is important; for example, publicity must be ready 5 

months prior to Convention. 
 

 
 
Mission Grant Proposals for the 2027 National Convention  

The 2027 LWML Mission Grant application form is open. This is your opportunity 
to get support for LCMS Gospel-centered projects close to your heart through 
mite donations. Last biennium, all 31 selected Mission Grants received full 
funding. 
 
Don't wait to apply. The final deadline for submission of a completed Mission 
Grant Proposal is midnight September 1, 2026, Central Time Zone. 

To learn more and get a Mission Grant Proposal FORM go to https://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-proposals. 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE THERE HAS BEEN A CORRECTION ON THE RETREAT 
POSTER AND REGISTRATION FORM IN THIS PASS IT ON.  CORRECTION IS 
PHONE NUMBER (correct # is 860-627-5171) USED TO CALL THE HOTEL  
TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION. 

IMPORTANT RETREAT 
MESSAGE BELOW, 

PLEASE READ! 

https://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-proposals
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              40 Districts 
           

                                                     Theme           Scripture 

English A Reason for Hope 1 Peter 3:15 
Indiana Be Still and Know Psalm 46:10 
New Jersey Be Still and Know I Am GOD Psalm 46:10 
Kansas Bear Fruit That Will Last John 15:16–17 
Texas Celebrate the Goodness of God Romans 12:12 
Utah-Idaho Chosen to Serve John 15:16–17 
South Dakota Confidence in His Grace Hebrews 4:16 
Rocky Mountain Faith that Can Move Mountains Matthew 17:20b 
Oklahoma Finding Peace John 14:27 
Nebraska North Gifted to Serve 1 Peter 4:10–11 
Louisiana-Mississippi Growing in God's Grace 2 Peter 3:18 
Carolinas I Lift My Eyes to the Hills Psalm 121:1 
Oregon Ignite 2 Timothy 1:6–7 ESV 
California-Nevada-Hawaii Jesus Is Our Passport Colossians 1:13–14 
Gulf States Jesus, Our Hope, Anchor of Our Soul Hebrews 6:19a 
North Wisconsin Joy is Jesus Our Rock Psalm 95:1 
Ohio Joyful Always 1 Thes. 5:16–18 
Atlantic Joyful, Patient, Faithful Romans 12:12 
Northern Illinois Kindness & Compassion Ephesians 4:32 
New England Known by God 1 Corinthians 8:3 
Minnesota North Let His Joy Be Your Joy John 15:11 
Michigan Let His Light Shine 2 Corinthians 4:6 
Mid-South Look to the Hills. The Lord Reigns! Psalm 121:1–2 
South Wisconsin Radiating Christ's Light (80th Anniversary) Matthew 5:16 
SELC Rivers of Living Water John 7:38–39 
Missouri Rooted Colossians 2:7 
Southern Illinois Rooted and Grounded in Love TBD 
Iowa East Rooted in Christ Colossians 2:6–7 
Montana Rooted in Christ Colossians 2:6–7 
Wyoming Rooted in Christ Colossians 2:6–7 
Washington-Alaska Send Me Isaiah 6:8 
Iowa West Share the Light of Christ 1 Peter 2:9 
Nebraska South Sharing the Love of God: An Outpouring of Aloha Galatians 5:13–14 
Central Illinois The Lord Will Be Your Everlasting light Isaiah 60:20 
Minnesota South The Peace of Christ Colossians 3:15–16a 
Chesapeake The Wonders of God's Love Ephesians 3:17–19 
Eastern The Word of the Lord Remains Forever 1 Peter 1:24–25 
North Dakota We are Fed by Living Water Jeremiah 17:7–8 
Florida-Georgia We Are Woven Together in a Divided World John 16:33 
Pacific Southwest Whatever . . . Philippians 4:8 
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  Be a Young Woman Representative! 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
    National 82nd Biennial Convention 
 

July 8-11, 2027 in Oklahoma City, OK 
 
          
WHO: a mature young woman, preferably 22-35 years of age, who is a member of the 
LCMS and has not previously attended a  convention as a Young Woman 
Representative; who has a deep love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ and is 
willing to participate in the full scope of the Convention. 
 
WHAT: The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) National Convention. 
The Convention includes missions and missionary updates, business meeting, break-out 
sessions with interesting speakers or servant opportunities, Bible Study, and lots of 
Christian sister fellowship! 
 
WHEN: Thursday, July 8th through Sunday, July 11th, 2027 
 
WHERE: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 
HOW: Compliments of the LWML-NED! We will pay the registration fee and for the 
hotel room (shared with another YWR), meals, and airfare.  
 
WHY: Because we love the LWML & we love you & we’d like you to love the LWML! 
LWML is also known as Lutheran Women in Mission, and we think that phrase and 
our mission statement describe us perfectly: The mission of the Lutheran Women in New 
England is to continue glorifying our God through acts of love, service, and encouragement 
toward each other and those whose lives we touch. 

NEXT STEPS: Fill out application* and submit it to the Young Women Committee at 
mrs.sage@veino.com. Paperwork due by November 15, 2026. 
 

We look forward to hearing you and introducing you to the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League. 
 

*The application can be found at lwml-ned.org/special-focus/ 

mailto:mrs.sage@veino.com


 

 7 of 11  

Young Woman Representative Application  
Convention (circle one):    National   
 District Date: _____________  
 
Convention Location ___________________________________________ 
 
Name __________________________________________ Age _______________    
 
Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________________ State _________ Zip ____________ 
 
Occupation ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Congregation _______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _______________________________ Email _____________________________ 
 
Please answer the following questions. Use a separate sheet of paper if needed. Return your 
completed form and reference letter to your district president and Young Women Committee Chair 
by the deadline set within your district (November 15, 2026).  
 
If you have questions, please ask the Young Women Committee (mrs.sage@veino.com) or your 
district president (june.merwin@gmail.com). 
 
1) The LWML motto is “Serve the Lord with Gladness” (Psalm 100:2). How do you do this in 

your life and in your church? (In what groups or activities are you a participant?) 
 

2) What do you know about the LWML? Have you been involved at any level? 
 
3) Why do you desire to be a Young Woman Representative? 
 
4) What do you feel your special interests, talents, and gifts are? 
 
5) Your district is making a financial commitment to send you to the LWML convention. It will be 
an exciting and spiritually inspiring event with very little free time. You are expected to participate 
in the full scope of the convention. Are you able to do so? 
 
6) Are you willing to serve in some capacity in your district after the convention? 
 
Please ask someone who knows you well, perhaps the person who encouraged you to apply, to 
answer the following question, “Why do you feel this woman would make a good LWML Young 
Woman Representative?”  
 
Ask this person to answer on a separate sheet of paper and include their name and relationship to 
you. Attach their sheet to your application form or have them return it separately to the email 
addresses above. 
Thank you for applying! 

mailto:mrs.sage@veino.com
mailto:june.merwin@gmail.com
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OCTOBER - LUTHERAN WOMEN In Mission 
                                  - 2026 Prayer Service 

Prayer Service 
P.R.A.Y.E.R. — Praise, Remember, Ask, Yield, Excitement, Rejoice 

 

The 2026 LWML Prayer Service, based on the 
acronym P.R.A.Y.E.R. — Praise, Remember, Ask, 
Yield, Excitement, Rejoice — is a classic, yet 
updated, service from over a decade ago. 

Rev. Henke wrote that the service “prompts the 
participants to remember that God does not speak 
to His children in prayer. Rather, His children 
speak to Him, assured that He readily speaks to 
them in His Word and in the Sacraments, as the 
Holy Spirit gives His divine counsel through very 
clear direction or, sometimes, His ‘nudging.’” 

2026 Prayer Service Downloads found on LWML website:   
              https://www.lwml.org/prayer-service 
Prayer Service — Full Page Format 

• Script for service with cover — 8.5" x 11" full page PDF 
• Editable script for service with cover — 8.5" x 11" full page (Word doc) 

Prayer Service — Letter-size Bulletin Format 
• Bulletin with cover and service — 8.5" x 11" PDF 

Prayer Service — Legal-size Bulletin Format 
• Bulletin with cover and service — 8.5" x 14" PDF 

o NOTE: When printing, in the print settings, change the paper size to "legal" in Page Setup. 

PowerPoint 
• PowerPoint Template for Prayer Service PPT — Standard 
• PowerPoint Template for Prayer Service PPT  — Widescreen 

Logo 
• Prayer Service logo — CMYK color .jpg 
• Prayer Service logo — RGB color .png 
• square promotional image of cover art 
• square promotional image of cover 

https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/539212
https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/539213
https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/539214
https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/539215
https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/539216
https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/539217
https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/539218
https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/539219
https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/539220
https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/539221
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                     Lutheran Women Fall Gathering 

 
The LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION, MOUNTAIN LAUREL ZONE will meet on Saturday, 
September 26th at 10:00AM at Zion Lutheran Church, 235 Pond Hill Road, Wallingford, CT.  
Please SAVE THE DATE! Send an email to MtLaurelZone@lwml-ned.org  if you have any 
questions.  The Mountain Laurel Zone includes LCMS churches from Ashaway RI, Bantam, 
Cheshire, Groton, Madison, Meriden, Middletown, Naugatuck, New London, Niantic, 
Orange, & Wallingford CT. All women are welcome! 
 
 

 
 
 

                              LWML-NED CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
DATE LOCATION FUNCTION OTHER INFO 
SEPT 12, 2026 
 
12 Noon 

St. John’s Lutheran 
60 Broad Street 
Westfield, MA 01085 

FALL RALLY 
Mid Valley Zone 
Speaker:  Sue Lastowski 

Contact: 
Linda Slozak 
"And the truth will set you 
free." 

SEPT 26, 2026 
 
10:00 AM 

ZION Lutheran Church, 
235 Pond Hill Rd 
Wallingford, CT 

FALL GATHERING 
Mt. Laurel Zone 
 

Contact: 
Janine Fagan 

Oct 10, 2026 
 
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Church 
Danbury, CT 

FALL GATHERING 
Koinonia Zone 

Contact: 
Sue Dow 

Oct 10, 2026 
 
9:00 AM Registration 
followed by Bible Study, 
lunch and business mtg 

Lutheran Church of the 
Savior 
Bedford, MA 

FALL CHRISTIAN 
GATHERING 
Northern Zone 

 

Contact: 
Lois Moyo  
“Stones to Remind us” 
Deuteronomy 32.7 

NOV 6, 2026 
 
2:00 PM 

Hilton-DoubleTree 
At Bradley Airport 

LWML-NED 
BOARD MEETING 

Contact: 
June Merwin 

NOV 6, 2026 
 
Friday 4:00 PM 
Saturday 7:30 AM –3:00PM 

Hilton-DoubleTree 
At Bradley Airport 

2026 FALL RETREAT 
Speaker:  Sharla Fritz 
Theme:  
Healer of my Soul 

Contact: 
Delberta Novicki 

JUL 8-11, 2027 
 
Thu, Jul 8th thru 
Sun, Jul 11th  

Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 

42nd BIENNIAL LWML 
NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 
“Transformed In Christ” 

Contact: 
June Merwin 
Romans 12:2 

 
  

 

mailto:MtLaurelZone@lwml-ned.org
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION – NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT 

2026 FALL RETREAT 
NOVEMBER 6-7, 2026 

 
 
SPEAKER:  SHARLA FRITZ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THEME:  HEALER OF MY SOUL  
 
 

Retreat will be held at the Hilton-DoubleTree Hotel at Bradley Airport 
16 Ella T. Grasso Turnpike, Windsor Locks, CT 06096 

 
HOTEL REGISTRATION  

Contact the Reservation Desk: 860-627-5171 and remember to mention you are with the LWML 
RETREAT to get the discount room price of $ 159.00 plus tax = $182.85. 

Each Hotel Room can hold up to 4 women.  Saturday lunch comes with Registration. 
 

RETREAT REGISTRATION will open at 4:00 PM on Friday and 7:30 AM on Saturday. 
 
Friday evening Program will start at 7:00 PM.  Dinner will be on your own. 
Saturday – Program starts at 8:30 AM. Breakfast will be on your own. Lunch will be a buffet. 
 
Gifts from the Heart:                        We will support our three LCMS-New England District Lutheran 
Schools. Bring any of these items: Gift cards to Walmart/Staples, boxes of tissues, sanitizing 
wipes, poster board, poster paint, packages of construction paper, colored highlighters, colored 
pencils, and crayons. 
 
Crafts, etc.: Please donate crafts, appropriate books, jewelry, handwork items, home 
canned pickles, relishes, butters, etc.  All proceeds will support our Mission Grants. 
 
Silent Auction: One wrapped Gift Basket from each Zone will be in the Auction.  However, 
anyone who wants to bring a basket of gifts may join the Auction. 

 

About the author 
Sharla Fritz has been described as an amazing eye-
opening speaker and author. She helps women who 
feel they are pulled in a hundred different directions 
find soul rest by helping them connect to Christ–the 
Healer of souls. By delving into God’s Word, she 
helps her readers discover their next step of faith. 
 
Sharla makes her home in the Chicago area where 
she is also a pastor’s wife, mother, grandmother, 
musician, and confirmed chocoholic. And if she isn’t 
sitting at her piano or computer, you might find her 
stalking fabulous fashion finds at the local resale 
shop. 

 

 
 

tel:866-278-2860


 

 11 of 11  

                 LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION - NEW ENGLAND  
2026 FALL RETREAT REGISTRATION 

NOVEMBER 6/7, 2026 
                                                    

Speaker: SHARLA FRITZ 

                      Theme: “HEALER OF MY SOUL” 
 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City: State:               Zip Code: 

Home Church: City:                        State: 

LWML Zone: Phone: (h) 

Email:              (c) 
   REGISTRATION: $65          NO One-Day Registration.           FIRST TIME ATTENDEE: $60 
 

Send CHECK (payable to LWML-NED) and Registration Form to: 
Patricia Heather at 606 Waverly Road, Middleboro, MA 02346 

Registration Forms must be submitted no later than Monday, October 26, 2026. 
 
RETREAT REGISTRATION STARTS at 4:00 PM FRIDAY and 7:30 AM SATURDAY. 
Friday Program starts 7:00 PM.  Saturday Program starts 8:30 AM.  Check-out Saturday 11:00 AM. 
 
List food allergies/health issues: __________________________________________________________. 
 
 
       Your Signature           Date  
 
SATURDAY: Breakfast will be on your own.  Registration comes with a buffet lunch. 
 
HOTEL RESERVATIONS: The retreat will be held at Hilton-DoubleTree at Bradley Airport,  
16 Ella T. Grasso Turnpike, Windsor Locks, CT 06096.  Make your reservations by contacting the 
Reservation Desk: 860-627-5171  and remember to mention you are with the LWML RETREAT to get the 
discount room rate of $ 159.00 plus tax = $182.85. 
 

GIFTS FROM THE HEART:      Please support our three LCMS-NED Lutheran Schools.  
Bring any of these items to retreat: Gift cards to Walmart/Staples, boxes of tissues, sanitizing wipes, poster 
board, poster paint, packages of construction paper, colored highlighters, colored pencils, and crayons. 
 

SILENT AUCTION:       Each Zone to bring a wrapped Basket of Gifts for the Silent Auction.  If anyone 
wants to bring a Gift Basket to add, you may.         There will be Crafts tables, proceeds go to Mission Grants! 
 
CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A FIRST TIME ATTENDEE: _________ 

 
 

tel:866-278-2860
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