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                         August 2023 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 For more news and information, visit  
 www.lwml-ned.org 
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     SEND MITES TO:  Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  
               LWML-New England District 
               P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041 

This is the Grant we are currently working: 

Grant 

    9 

God’s Word for Teenagers Worldwide--- Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation, Macomb, MI              ( Rec’d to date $418.99) 
$ 2,500 

     8 LCMS Life Ministries for Hope for the Hopeless    $5,000    PAID 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions.  

LWML-NED Mission Goal for 

2022-2024 is $75,000       

 
Please save and remit your Mite donations 

payable to LWML-NED.  
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 

Christ locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

2022-2024 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS  

 Mission Goal $75,000 allocated as follows:   

         $48,750 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$18,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,500 for  

Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration. 

Total Mite Money thru July 31, 2023, is  

$46,490.95 = 61.9% of Goal. 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

 

 

 

 
  Gladiolus 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT   
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 
 
Praise God!  We have fully funded another Mission Project! We have sent $5,000 to LCMS Life Ministries for 

Hope for the Hopeless. This grant will provide materials to help church workers share the hope of Jesus with 

those who are feeling hopeless and despairing of earthly life. We pray for the efforts of LCMS Life Ministries 

in reaching those contemplating suicide. 

 

We are now working on Mission Project #9, God’s Word for Teenagers Around the World. This grant will help 

the Lutheran Heritage Foundation translate a Bible storybook, God’s Word for You, and send 500 copies to 

Lutheran churches in Indonesia and Thailand that have requested it. This book is a much-needed resource for 

reaching teens as it is colorfully illustrated in a comic book style. 

 

The Scriptures provide us with a wonderful example of joyful giving in response to God’s bounteous grace. 

Paul established churches in Macedonia (Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea) on his second missionary 

journey. These new Christians suffered extreme persecution after converting. And you became imitators of us 

and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit (1 Thessalonians 1:6). 

Their great joy came from believing in Jesus as their Savior and could not be dampened even by persecution 

as they gladly followed the example of Jesus and the apostles. Then they [apostles] left the presence of the 

council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name (Acts 5:41). Now I [Paul] rejoice 

in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh, I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of 

his body, that is, the church (Colossians 1:24).   

 

These new Christians in Macedonia were also extremely poor, but Paul lifts them up to the Corinthians as an 

example of giving. We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 

churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and 

beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints 

- and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us (2 

Corinthians 8:1-5). We are accustomed to people begging for money but not begging for the privilege to 

give money. What an amazing witness they are to us of living in the joy of the Lord! They not only rejoiced 

during persecution, but in response to God’s rich grace to them, they rejoiced to be able to share what little 

they had with the saints in Judea who were suffering from a famine.  

 

The sacrificial giving of the Macedonian Christians brings to mind the story of two widows in the Bible. In the 

Old Testament, the widow of Zarephath had enough flour and oil to prepare one last meal for herself and her 

son. When Elijah asks her to first prepare a cake of bread for him, she does, and the Lord blesses her so that 

she never runs out of flour and oil during the famine (1 Kings 17:8-16). In the New Testament, we have the 

very familiar story of the widow who gave two small copper coins, the smallest coin in their monetary system 

(two mites in the KJV). Jesus commends the widow as having given more than those who gave large sums as 

she sacrificially gave what she needed to live on (Luke 21:1-4). These examples show complete love and 

trust in God to provide and acknowledge that He is the giver of all good things. Every good gift and every 

perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due 

to change (James 1:17). 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving generously to mites, trusting in God to provide for your needs. Like 

the Macedonian Christians, may you be ever thankful for your eternal and temporal blessings, and may you 

find great joy in giving to spread the Gospel and serve your neighbor in need. 
 

Serving the Lord with gladness,  

Sharon P. Dever  

Sharon P. Dever, LWML-NED President 
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LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant #9 

 

9 God’s Word for Teenagers Worldwide---Lutheran Heritage Foundation, 

Macomb, MI               $2,500 
When sharing the Gospel with teenagers, many missionaries and pastors 

are searching for new ways to connect them to God’s Word. A Bible 

storybook called, GOD’S WORD FOR YOU, has been written in an easy-to-

understand way and colorfully illustrated in a comic book style that 

especially appeals to teens. Lutheran churches in countries like Muslim 

Indonesia and Buddhist Thailand are asking for this book to be translated 

into their languages. At a cost of just $5 per book, this grant will provide 

500 teens and their families in Southeast Asia with the Gospel. Books will 

be distributed free of charge. The total project cost for this project is 

$16,500. 

 

LCMS-NED 2024 District Convention 
        APRIL 26-27, 2024, MARRIOTT HOTEL, TRUMBULL, CT 
 

Theme:      “SONGS IN THE NIGHT” 

Based on:   Where is God my Maker,  

who gives songs in the night, (Job 35:10) 
 

Recall that when Paul and Silas were in prison, they sang.   

When the Israelites were going into battle, they prayed for guidance.   

God told them to send the choir first. 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Katie Schuermann, musician/writer, and retreat Leader 

 

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1st, 2023 

Traditionally celebrated the first Sunday in October, Lutheran Women in Mission 

Sunday can be celebrated any time. 

Throughout human history, God pictured the coming redemptive King through 

various images of His promise, providence, provision, and protection 

for His people. We could easily become down and out because 

of the evil of our world, and quickly give up because 

of the constant bad news; but hope, peace, joy, and 

love is the promise of our God for His people. Christ 

is the King of Glory! The Gospel is our only hope, 

as the King of glory comes in, with, and through the 

Gospel, as we were buried with Him in Baptism and 

raised with Him to a new life!  

 

Lift up your heads, O gates! …The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory! (Psalm 24:7–10) 

2023 Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday downloadable materials, authored by 

Rev. Dr. Roosevelt Gray, Jr., are now available www.lwml.org/lwml-sunday. 

 

http://www.lwml.org/lwml-sunday
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LWML-NED 2023 Fall Retreat 
NOVEMBER 3 & 4, 2023 

SPEAKER:  REV. WILLIAM WEEDON 
 

Blessed in Christ: Unpacking the Riches of Ephesians 
 

The Rev. William Weedon is currently the Assistant Pastor and Catechist at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church in Hamel, IL. He is also the host of The Word of the Lord Endures Forever, 

a daily podcast of Lutheran Public Radio.   

 
WHEN:           November 3-4, 2023; Friday evening 7:00 PM – Saturday at 3:00 PM 
WHERE:         DoubleTree Hotel at Bradley Airport 

 16 Ella Grasso Turnpike, Windsor Locks, CT 06096, 860-627-5171 

                 
• If you plan to stay at the hotel Friday night, please make your own reservation. 

• The cost of a room is $129 and includes two free Saturday breakfasts. If more than two share a 

room, the additional occupants will have to pay for their breakfast. 

• When reserving the room, be certain to tell them you are with LWML-NED. 

• Booking link:  https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/lutheranwomensmissionary/ 

• The last day for the special room rate is October 13, 2023. 

• The lunch on Saturday is included in your registration fee. 

• Registration fee: $60. First Time Attendees: Pay only $55! 

• Registration form, flyer, and COVID release form can be found be found on the LWML-NED.org 

website under Departments, Christian Life. 

• BRING YOUR BIBLE or favorite Bible app! 
 

GIFTS FROM THE HEART:  Support our four LCMS New England District Schools: 

Bristol, CT, Danbury, CT, Holyoke, MA, and Keene, NH. 
 

Please bring any of the following to the retreat with you:   

• Target/Walmart/Staples GIFT cards, boxes of tissues, sanitizing wipes, posterboard, 

poster paint, packages of construction paper, colored highlighters, colored pencils, 

and crayons.  

Questions?  Contact Christina Anop (Her contact information button is on the contact page) 

or Pat Heather Home Phone: 774-213-5745, email: patheather47@gmail.com 

 

  

 

mailto:patheather47@gmail.com
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During this 50th Anniversary year, we remember our past 

Young Women Representatives (YWR).  We are blessed that 

after their conventions, so many of our YWRs remained involved with LWML and went on 

to serve on our Board of Directors in elected and appointed positions. 

In the past, Janyce Butler, Elizabeth Byerlee, Andrea (Luna) Kenneally, and Madison 

Schachter served, and we currently have three former YWRs serving the Lord with 

gladness on the Board:  Doreen Wiese, Sage (Browne) Veino, and Megan Hollrah. 

Supporting our YWRs is supporting our future.  

We thank God for their leadership and for their dedication  

to the mission of LWML-NED of sharing the Gospel. 

 
Young Women Representatives (YWRs) from the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

New England District (LWML-NED) to the National Convention 

 

1987 – Roxanne Gebauer 

1989 – Doreen Wiese 

1995 – Cheryl Burke  (Lutheran Church of the Way, Raynham, MA) and Ina Vik 

1997 – Janyce Butler  (St. Luke Lutheran Church, Dedham, MA) 

1999 – Jennifer Trecarichi  (Lutheran Church of the Way, Raynham, MA) 

2001 – Elizabeth Byerlee  (Our Redeemer, Smithfield, RI) 

2003 – Andrea Luna  (Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA) and Rachel Schaff (Mount 

Calvary Lutheran Church, Acton, MA) 

2005 -- Tammy Pagan  (First Lutheran, Holyoke, MA) 

2007 – Madison Schachter  (Trinity Lutheran Church, Easthampton, MA) 

2009 -- Sage Browne  (Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA) 

2011 – Jennifer Seder  (Immanuel, Danbury, CT) 

2013 – Christine Volkov  (Christ Lutheran, Niantic, CT) 

2015 – Michaela Gierke  (Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA) 

2017 – Marissa Manor  (St. Paul Lutheran Church, New Hartford, CT) 

2019 – Kristina Esposito  (The Lutheran Church of Madison, Madison, CT) 

2021 – Megan Hollrah  (Immanuel, Danbury, CT) 

2023 – Stephanie Schultz  (Immanuel, Danbury, CT) 

 

LWML-NED Zone YWRs to the LWML-NED District Convention 

 

2018 -- Kylee Warnock  (Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, Enfield, CT) 

2022 -- Megan Hollrah  (Immanuel, Danbury, CT), Emily Scheyder (Lutheran Church of the 

Savior, Bedford, MA), Lydia Stinnett (Our Redeemer, Smithfield, RI) 
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Check the calendar has been updated! 

        LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS 
 

Date Location Function Other Info 
    

09/16/2023 

  10:00 AM 

Zoom Meeting District Board Meeting Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

09/24/2023 

2:00-2:30 PM 

Registration 

Immanuel Lutheran 

Danbury, Ct 
Koinonia Zone Fall Rally 
Presentation:  Adventures in 

                          Equipping Leaders 

Bible Study w/Pastor Volker Heide 

Questions: 

Sue Dow at 

KoinoniaZone@lwml-ned.org 

Publicity found on website 

under Zones / Koinonia 

10/14/2023 Lutheran Church of 

Madison, CT 
Mountain Laurel Fall Rally Questions: 

Barbara Lis  

BarbaraLis08@gmail.com 

11/3-4/2023 DoubleTree Hotel, 

Bradley Airport 
2023 LWML-NED RETREAT 
“Blessed in Christ: Unpacking the 

Riches of Ephesians” Bible Study 

led by the Rev. William Weedon 

 

Questions:  

Christina Anop at 

email: christianlife@lwml-

ned.org 

Publicity found on our website 

LWML-NED.org under Retreat 

02/2024 Tbd District Board Meeting Questions: 

Sharon Dever at 

president@lwml-ned.org  

04/26-27/2024 Trumbull Marriott, 

Trumbull, CT 
2024 LWML-NED Convention 
Theme:  “Songs in the Night”  

Where is God my Maker, who 

gives songs in the night  

(Job 35:10) 

We look forward to spending 

time together in song, worship, 

Bible Study, devotions, fellow- 

ship, and conducting the 

business needed to continue to 

do God’s work. 

06/26-30/2025 Omaha, Nebraska 41st Biennial LWML Convention Hosting Districts – LWML 

Nebraska North and LWML 

Nebraska South 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
Sharon Berg, a long time LWML member and faithful servant of 

Christ, received her crown of life on Tuesday, July 25, 2023. 

Sharon was active in the LWML group at Lutheran Church of the 

Savior in Bedford, MA. She held many offices at the society level 

including President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 

Christian Growth. She was also active in the Northern Zone 

serving as Vice President and Christian Growth, and she served 

on the LWML-NED Board of Directors as Vice President of 

Church Growth, Secretary, and the Nominating Committee 

twice.  We thank God for her example of serving the Lord with 

gladness.  Please keep her family in your prayers for comfort.  

We fondly remember serving with her and enjoying fellowship 

time with her at LWML-NED meetings, retreats, and conventions.   

Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life (Revelation 2:10b). 

 

mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
mailto:KoinoniaZone@lwml-ned.org
mailto:christianlife@lwml-ned.org
mailto:christianlife@lwml-ned.org
mailto:president@lwml-ned.org
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