August 2021
We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On”
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most upto-date information on what is happening in the
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally.
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org

Mission Goal for 2020-2022 is
$71,000
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2020-2022 LWML-NED MISSION GRANT
Mission Goal $71,000 allocated as follows:
$46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects.
$17,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,100 for
Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration.

Total Mite Money thru July 31, 2021, is $31,984.04
...45.6 % of Goal
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Please continue to save and remit your
Mite donations.
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of
Christ locally, nationally, and internationally and
continues even during COVID-19.

SEND MITES TO:

Susan Lastowski, Treasurer
LWML-New England District
P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041

This is the Grant we are currently working:
Grant NED-LCMS Short Term Mission Trips, LWML-New England District
(Received to date $1,089.63)
6

$ 6,000

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML.
Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with
gladness and to support global missions.
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FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT
Dear Sisters in Mission:
This is the third month in a row that I have been able to share the wonderful news that we
have funded a Mission Project! What a blessing! Your generous gifts have now allowed
us to fund Mission Project 5b: Feed My Faith, First Lutheran School, Holyoke, MA.
And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name (1 Chronicles 29:13).
We are off to a great start on Mission Project 6: Short Term Mission Scholarships having
collected $1,089.63 of the needed $6,000. Please continue to remember all of our Mission
Projects in New England and at National in your prayers and continue to share as you
have been blessed to help spread the Gospel message.
I encourage you as Lutheran Women in Mission to continue to be daily in the Word.
National LWML sends out a daily mustard seed devotion. You can sign up to receive the
devotion and other LWML communications at lwml.org.
Please remember the deadline for Mission Project applications for the 2022-2024
biennium is September 30, 2021. Please consider submitting one for a ministry of your
church or for a project of your school or preschool. The application and guidelines can be
found on our website: lwml-ned.org.
Serving the Lord with gladness,

Sharon P. Dever
Sharon P. Dever
LWML-NED President

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
… (1 Peter 4:10a NIV).
Be a special gift to someone today by sharing the beautiful message of
hope that the grace of God gives us through His Son, our Savior, Jesus.
His gift to us is eternal life with Him. What a gift!
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MISSION GRANT PROPOSALS FOR 2022-2024
Criteria & Application online at lwml-ned.org
Deadline: September 30, 2021
Apply today for a church, school, or preschool project!

LWML-NED Calendar
Date
Sep/18/2021

Start
10:00 AM

End
3:00 PM

LWML-NED Board Meeting
First Lutheran Church, Holyoke, MA

Nov/05/2021
Nov/06/2021

7:00 PM
8:00 AM

9:00 PM
3:00 PM

RETREAT - BE THOU MY VISION (In Such a Time as This)
Double Tree Hotel at Bradley Airport 860-627-5171
www.hilton.com/doubletree OR at website LWML-NED.org
[Retreat] find Easy HOTEL Registration link.

Questions: Call: June Merwin 860-581-0379 or via
Email: june.merwin@gmail.com
Apr/29/2022
Apr/30/2022

1:00 PM
8:00 AM

9:00 PM
3:00 PM

LWML-New England District Convention
“Let there be Light” Genesis 1:3
--Hosted by Eastern Zone; at Holiday Inn, Taunton, MA 508-823-0430
--Every society can send 2 delegates to vote for Mission
Goal and Projects.

Time for a “Clean Sweep?”
How does your Lutheran Women in Mission group balance the old and the new? What do you
save and what do you toss? Are there boxes of table decorations and files lurking around that
haven’t been used in years, but you’re keeping them “just in case” you need them? Maybe you
need a “Clean Sweep” party!
The “what to save and what to toss” issue also affects our events and meetings. The Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League struggles with removing outdated practices and ideas to make room
for new ones. Not all traditions need to be dropped, of course, but we need to ask hard questions
about saving only that which is beneficial to our mission so we can move forward in our service to
the Lord.
What works for one group may not work for another, as the gifts and talents of the women differ.
Congregations vary by size, rural and urban needs, culture, and demographics. Therefore, there
is no one solution for growth that will satisfy every group.
We need to continue exploring, believing, and trusting that what we have in the LWML is a gift
God wishes for us to share with others. The work that we do through our local groups in service to
our Lord and according to His will is valued and blessed by God.
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LWML-NED Current Mission Project
NED-LCMS Short Term Mission Trips, LWML-NED
This grant will provide scholarships to members of LCMS New England
District congregations who are embarking on short-term mission trips.

LWML National 2021-2023 Mission Grant #2

Healing the Invisible Wounds of War
through Horses
Spirit Warrior, Central Maine — $95,000

About This Mission Grant
Maine is among the list of “least churched” states in the nation. It has only three LCMS churches
in the entire state and has only five Veteran Administration Chaplains. Deaconess Kim Slininger
was called to Hope Lutheran Church to reach out to the extensive veteran and military community
in the Bangor area. Deaconess Kim is herself a disabled veteran, and the Spirit Warrior program
is an extension of her ministry. Spirit Warrior is a program that addresses the need to provide
pastoral/diaconal care using horses, to those who have stood in the face of evil and have
returned. Current traditional therapy does not address the care of the spirit. Many
veterans/service members want to connect with God and theological discussions take place while
caring for the horses. This grant will provide funding for 58 veterans to go through the program.

Equine Therapists and their handlers. From left to right, Emma, Judy
Cross Strehlke, Program Manager, Coal, Fancy and Sue Osgood, Volunteer.
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