August 2020
We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On”
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most upto-date information on what is happening in the
LWML New England District and nationally.
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org

Mission Goal for 2020-2022 is $71,000
ALL PRAISE TO OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST!
2020-2022 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS
Mission Goal of $71,000 allocated as follows:
$46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects; $17,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and
$7,100 for LWML-NED Administration.

Total Mite Money thru July 31, 2020 is $7,531.35 toward our Goal.
1. Orphan Grain Train, New England
(Paid in Full 8/3/2020)
2. Reach Me! Teach Me! Trinity Christian School, Keene, NH

Please continue to
Our Mission Grants
nationally, and
COVID-19.

$ 5,000
$ 5,000

save and remit your mite donations.
enable us to share the love of Christ locally,
internationally and continues even during the

SEND MITES TO:

Susan Lastowski,
LWML-NED Treasurer, P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041
LWML-NED RETREAT
November 6 & 7, 2020
Has been CANCELLED -- Please adjust your calendars
--See the BEACON for more information.
Note: 2021 Retreat will be Bible Study w/Donna Snow Pyle, Speaker
and Author - “BE THOU MY VISION (In Such a Time as This)”
2020 FALL GATHERINGS

There will be NO Fall Gatherings in
the LWML-NED Zones.
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FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT
Dear Sisters in Christ,
“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.” We may not be able to gather now, but I can hear all
your beautiful voices singing the doxology in harmony as I share the news that we have funded
our first Mission Project! You not only met the Convention Mite Challenge for June and July, but
greatly exceeded it by generously giving $4,394. Your gifts will help Orphan Grain Train, New
England Branch, send a shipment of supplies to those in need. Your gifts of love will be a blessing
to so many. As we sang above, all we have is a gift from God. Let us continue sharing our gifts so
we can be a blessing to our next Mission Project, Trinity Christian School, Keene, NH.
It seems a long time ago now that the Board was deliberating the cancellation of our Convention
and discussing whether the COVID-19 pandemic might be over before the end of April! At that
time, we could not have imagined that five months later COVID-19 would also cause the
cancellation of our Retreat. We made the difficult decision to cancel with the health and safety of
all involved foremost in our minds. Continuing with our plans to hold our Retreat was not feasible
with the State of Connecticut’s restrictions placed upon the size of indoor gatherings, the
quarantining of travelers from other states, including our speaker’s home state of Texas and our
own Rhode Island, as well as the inability to safely social distance at our hotel site. We know it is
disappointing to miss another chance to be together, but our Heavenly Father has promised to
work all things out for our good, and we place our trust in Him. He who loved us enough to send
His Son into our world to take our punishment and give us His righteousness and salvation has
promised that we are never alone. “I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you.”
Joshua 1:5b
Many thanks to Dr. June Merwin, our VP of Christian Life, and her dedicated committee for all the
work they put into planning this Retreat for us. Thankfully, it is not in vain as June has confirmed
that Donna Snow will be the speaker at our next Retreat to be held November 5-6, 2021!
Serving the Lord with Gladness,

Sharon P. Dever
Sharon P. Dever
LWML-NED President

LCMS and LWML LINKS

TO USE DURING THIS COVID-19 TIME

(Shift and click on link below)

For LCMS Sermons use this link: https://www.lcms.org/worship/sermons
For LCMS Bible Studies for congregation and individuals use this link:
https://www.lcms.org/worship/bible-studies

For LCMS Kids-in-Divine-Service use this link:

https://www.lcms.org/worship/kids-in-the-divine-service
For LWML Bible Studies use this link: http://www.lwml.org/bible-studies
For LWML June 2020 Program Helps use this link: http://www.lwml.org/featured-program-helps

For LWML Growth & Development use this link: http://www.lwml.org/growthanddevelopment
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This is the time of year for tornados and floods.
Consider collecting items needed in EMERGENCY RESPONSE SITUATIONS such as quilts and
blankets. Review the LCMS Disaster Response page (LCMS.org) for other ways to help.

Finding new ways to gather gives us opportunities to include friends who
might not attend a “meeting,” but will take an hour to gather online. If you are missing
your church and LWML friends, set up a video conference. Enjoy one of our wonderful
LWML devotions, sip a cup of coffee from your favorite mug and reacquaint yourself with
these special friends as you each celebrate being a Lutheran Woman in Mission.

CRAFT TABLE AT
RETREAT
It is not too early to think
about Retreat. We are
looking for one basket from
each Zone for the silent
auction.
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Each one of us has a mission field right in front of us.
How do God’s people approach their respective mission fields?
Do their attitudes reflect the love of God?
Do their faces show the joy of serving Him?
Is the work done halfheartedly or with all your heart,
a heart responding to the love of the Lord?
Think of your personal mission field. Thank God for it.
Then evaluate how you worked in it during the past 24 hours, the past week, the past month.
Did the people you served see the Lord in you and in your work?
Dear Lord, help me remember that my work is my mission field. Forgive me when I have
a poor attitude. Help me serve You with a joyful heart. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

LWML-NED Current Mission Project
Reach Me! Teach Me! Trinity Christian School, Keene, NH
Trinity Christian School is the primary mission of Trinity
Lutheran Church in Keene, NH. This grant will fund a portion

of a one-year marketing campaign produced by a Christian
marketing agency to create awareness of the church and
school, increase school enrollment and reach more children
with a Christian education.

Trinity Christian School provides an academically
excellent, Christ-centered education and shares the
Gospel message of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. It is open to students aged 3 through grade
8. Please see their website, tcskeene.com, for more
information on their programs and educational
philosophy. Please keep the teachers, staff and
students in your prayers as they begin their new
school year on August 26, 2020.
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2019-2021 National Mission Grant 13

Digital Media Development
Lutherans For Life
$30,000
Shareable video clips and graphics like this can
connect communicate a powerfully life-affirming
Gospel message directly into the desktops, living
rooms, pockets, ears, and eyes of twenty-firstcentury neighbors struggling with life issues.

The mission of Lutherans For Life (LFL) is to equip
Lutherans to be Gospel motivated voices for life. Life
issues, like abortion, embryo experimentation, and
physician assisted suicide are not political or personal choices but matters of the heart that
effect people, neighbors, loved ones, and family. In
America, some 30 million women have undergone
abortions since 1973 of which 54% identify as Christians.
Suicide rates nationwide are rising. Physician assisted
suicides are escalating.
Digital media offers an open mission field to address these
and other life issues. Yet much online communication
degenerates, disrespects, and devalues life. LFL believes
our Savior is calling us to speak the truth in love. This
grant funds infographics, memes (pop culture snapshots
with captions), shareable video clips, webinars, and
podcasts. This digital media initiative serves as a visual
witness and virtual conversation for Lutheran individuals
and congregations to engage people using social networks
like YouTube, Facebook, iTunes, and Instagram.

Lutherans For Life equips Lutheran
to be Gospel-motivated voices for
life and engage life issues like
surprise pregnancy, terminal
diagnosis, infertility, and other
disabilities with the courage and
compassion that comes from trusting
that God's loving grace makes every
human being precious.
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A Mission Update from Christina Anop
Serving the Lord in GERMANY, News from Pastor Gary Schuschke
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
gary.schuschke@lcms.org

May/June 2020

A Joyful Confirmation Celebration!

Greetings and God’s blessings to all of you from your brothers and sisters at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Frankfurt, Germany!
We were blessed to be able to confirm three young people from our congregation this
spring. Our students completed their instruction time on a conference call each Sunday morning.
We were so pleased that the churches in Frankfurt could worship together again just in time for
our confirmation celebration. Since only small numbers were able to gather at the beginning, we
held the confirmation service on Pentecost Saturday and invited just their families to attend. It was
wonderful to see each other again!
We recorded the confirmation service and put that on YouTube for the worship of those in
our congregation who are remaining home. On Pentecost Sunday, we had our first regular
worship service again! This will be a Pentecost weekend that we will never forget. Thank you to
all of you who are making it possible for me to be here in Germany, as we work together to
continue to bring the Gospel to the world in new and creative ways!
Worshiping Together Again!
We are happy to be able to gather again. Each
week a few more people have been joining us. We are also
continuing to offer our services on our YouTube channel:
Trinity Lutheran Frankfurt. In this photo, we are visiting at a
distance, prior to worship. The worshipers must come in
one door and go out another. The green arrows show the
route of travel. We ask our members to register ahead of
time and set the chairs up in advance. We have a few extra
ready each week also.
So many things have changed. Yet, much has not. It is still a joy to be together for Word and
Sacrament. It is still a joy to pray together. It is a joy to visit with each other, even at distance, and
it is a joy to celebrate the fact that Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and forever!
Praying for Each Other
Your brothers and sisters in Christ are praying for you! We know that you are praying for
us, too.
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