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                      April 2024 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” 
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-
to-date information on what is happening in the 
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New 
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally. 

 For more news and information, visit  
 www.lwml-ned.org 

                                                                                                                                                                

"You seek Jesus ... He has risen; he is not here" (Mark 16:6b). 

  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT   
 

Dear Sisters in Mission: 

 

I want to continue this month with the theme of our convention, rejoicing in the Lord even when 

we face trials in this life. Last month, we looked at the example the Apostle Paul set for us, but 

there are so many other Biblical examples of those who remained faithful and rejoiced through 

suffering, including Job, Habakkuk, and Joseph.  

 

Job, who lost his children, his goods, and even his health, and yet was able to say, “For I know that 

my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus 

destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God” (Job 19:25-26).  

 

The prophet Habakkuk, who was awaiting the invasion of Judah by the Babylonians, the 

destruction of the temple in Jerusalem, and captivity, yet wrote, Though the fig tree should not 

blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock 

be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in 

the God of my salvation (Habakkuk 3:17-18).  

 

Joseph, who was sold into slavery by his own brothers and falsely accused and imprisoned in 

Egypt, and yet could say, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring 

it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; I will provide for you 

and your little ones.” Thus, he comforted them and spoke kindly to them (Genesis 50:20-21). 

 

Following the verse, we looked at last month, Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice 

(Philippians 4:4), Paul goes on to write, And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7). Focusing on God and His  

(continued on Page 2) 
 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 

Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 

gladness and to support global missions. 

 

Sweet Pea and 
Daisy

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 
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  FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT  (CONTINUED) 
 

work of salvation for us not only allows us to rejoice, but it gives us true peace. “I have said these 

things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 

have overcome the world” (John 16:33). “Peace, I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 

world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27).  

 

Let’s look at a hymn that gives us hope and comfort as we face trials in this life and reminds us of 

the true peace and joy that we find only in Christ.   

 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way;     

When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well with my soul,  

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

It is well with my soul,  

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

LSB Hymn #763 v. 1-2. Public domain 

 

The author of this hymn, Horatio Spafford, is another example of rejoicing amidst the trials and 

sufferings of this life and clinging to Jesus, our Peace. He composed this hymn in 1873 as he sailed 

to meet his wife after learning that his four daughters had perished when the ship they were on 

sank. Two years earlier his only son had died. How could he possibly write these words when he’d 

suffered the loss of all five of his children? Only with eyes of faith focused on the God of his 

salvation. “You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.  Trust 

in the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock” (Isaiah 26:3-4). 

 

Do you want to be strengthened for the trials and sufferings of this life and learn how to rejoice and 

find peace when they come? Join us on April 26-27, 2024, at the Marriott Hotel in Trumbull, Conn. 

You have only a few days left to register! We are gathering together to thank and praise God in 

words and song for His marvelous love and care and His amazing grace and mercy to us.  

 

At the convention, the delegates will set a new Mission Goal, select Mission Projects to support 

over the next two years, and elect new officers to lead the LWML-NED. All attendees will have the 

opportunity to engage in Bible study, devotions, and worship; listen to engaging speakers; be 

entertained; and have the opportunity for fellowship. 

 

May the God of hope fill you will all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope (Romans 15:13). 

 

Serving the Lord with gladness, 

Sharon Dever 

Sheron Dever, LWML-NED President 
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We thank Sharon for her years of service (2020-2024) as President 
of the LWML New England District.  She has supported us, praised 
our accomplishments, and helped us keep on our LWML course.  
Kept us together and fostered growth.  She was always available 
to counsel, clarify and direct our efforts. Our prayers will follow 
her as she moves on to the next phase of her life. 

May the Lord bless her and keep her. 
May His face shine upon her and give her peace. 
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LWML District 2022-2024 Mission Grant 

 

Paid in Full – The new 2024-2026 Mission Grants will be selected at  

 Convention. 

 

LWML National 2023-2025 Mission Grant #9 

Equipping Young Leaders 

LCMS Youth Ministry — $50,000  

About This Mission Grant 
LCMS Youth Ministry faithfully leads, 

serves, provides resources, and 

networks with youth and adults working 

through LCMS districts and 

congregations — with Christ and His 

gifts at the heart and center of 

everything. The sponsored YouthLead 

program and Servant Events are 

designed to train young leaders and 

give them opportunities for service.  

Offering YouthLead conferences 

regionally, piloting a new format of 

Servant Events to include leadership 

training, and increasing curriculums will 

offer service and leadership training to 

more teens and young adults. LCMS Youth Ministries wants to deepen their 

understanding of the needs of young people and the best practices for youth and young 

adult ministry. Survey results show the way to keep young people connected to the 

church is to give them chances to serve and lead. This grant will allow LCMS Youth 

Ministry to expand their current programs to equip young leaders. 

  

 

One of the unique features of YouthLead is that 

the training is led by the Executive Team made 

up of young people elected by their peers. In this 

picture you see Executive Team member Ally 

leading her small group during training. 
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What’s ahead at the Convention? 

APRIL 26-27, 2024, MARRIOTT HOTEL, TRUMBULL, CT 
 

Theme:    “SONGS IN THE NIGHT” 
Based on: Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night, (Job 35:10). 

 

FOCUS FORUMS 
“‘Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night” (Job 35:10). 

 

1. Rejoicing in the Lord Through Trials 

 Presenter:  Katie Schuermann, author, speaker, and musician 

 Topic:  When God’s People Suffer: Why do bad things happen to Christians? Does God  

     really bring suffering upon His own, dear children? Let’s talk about what life 

     looks like when lived under the cross of Christ. 

 

  

2.  Rejoicing in the Lord Through the Mission Work of the LWML    

 Presenter:  Kathy Pavelock, National LWML VP of Communications 

 Topic:  Learn about the mission work of the LWML and the resources available 

3.  Rejoicing in the Lord Through Song      

 Presenter:  Rev. Gregory Wismar,  

 Topic: Eternal Anthems and More:  Dr. Greg Wismar, hymn writer and church music 

  historian, leads a section highlighting the contributions of women in Lutheran 

  Service Book. Plan on singing along!! 

 

  

4.  Rejoicing in the Lord Through the Work of the LCMS  

 Presenter:  Rev. James Krikava, Associate Executive Director of the LCMS  

Office of International Mission 

 Topic:  Learn about the mission work of the LCMS and the life of a missionary 

  

 

5. Rejoicing in the Lord Through Service 

 Presenter:  Gail Clayton, RN and Lynn Batchelder, RN, NP 

 Topic: Faith Based Community Nursing or Parish Nursing is another nursing specialty 

   that affords us mission opportunities within our respective congregations. 

   This section focuses a discussion on development of this specialty, the   

   certification process, resources available, and an assessment and analysis of 

   mission projects currently ongoing in the attendee’s home congregation. 
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        LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS 
 

Date Location Function Other Info 
04/26-27/2024 Trumbull Marriott, 

Trumbull, CT 
2024 LWML-NED Convention 
Theme:  “Songs in the Night”  

Where is God my Maker, who 

gives songs in the night  

(Job 35:10) 

 

We look forward to spending 

time together in song, worship, 

Bible Study, devotions, 

fellowship, and conducting the 

business needed to continue to 

do God’s work. 

Questions: 

Sue Dow at 

KoinoniaZone@lwml-ned.org  

11/01-02/2024 Hotel UMass, 

Amherst, MA 
Retreat Speaker:  Donna Snow 

Topic:  Meant for good: a Study 

of Joseph 

Questions: 

Christina Anop at 

ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org  

06/26-29/2025 Omaha, Nebraska 41st Biennial LWML Convention 

“Growing in God’s Grace,” But 

grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

To him be the glory both now and 

to the day of eternity. (2 Peter 3:18) 

Hosting Districts – LWML 

Nebraska North and LWML 

Nebraska South 

 

Convention Schedule and other things to remember 

Friday:  Saturday: 

11:00 a.m. Registration opens 07:30 a.m. Breakfast 

01:00 p.m. The Convention begins… 08:30 a.m. Devotions 

01:00-4:45 p.m.  Business session – reports and voting 08:40-09:25 a.m. Bible study part 1  

04:45-5:30 p.m. First Focus Forum 09:25-10:00 a.m. Business session 

 (breakout sessions)  10:00-10:45 a.m. Second Focus Forum 

06:00 p.m. Banquet dinner   (breakout sessions) 

07:00 p.m. Keynote speaker: Katie Schuermann 11:00-11:45 a.m. Third Focus Forum  

08:00 p.m. Entertainment: Katie Schuermann  (breakout sessions) 

08:30-08:45 p.m.  Evening Devotions 12:00 p.m. Lunch 

  01:00-01:45 p.m. Bible Study part 2 

  01:45-03:00 p.m. Business session 

  03:00 p.m. Closing Worship Service 

   with Holy Communion 
 

 

GIFTS FROM THE HEART will support Birthright of Danbury, CT.  The 

following items are needed:  Diapers (newborn, 0-3, 3-6 months), onesies (newborn, 0-3, 3-6 

months), receiving blankets, infant towels and wash cloths, baby shampoo, baby powder, 

baby bottles, and Gift Cards from Walmart.   

 

Young Womens Representative (YWR) 
To date we have 2 YWR women attending our convention.   

Stephanie Schultz for Koinonia Zone and Nurşen Öğütveren for Mt. Laurel Zone 

Look for them!     Welcome them! 

mailto:KoinoniaZone@lwml-ned.org
mailto:ChristianLife@lwml-ned.org

