April 2021
We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On”
— a tool that you can use to share the latest, most upto-date information on what is happening in the
Lutheran Women Missionary League-New
England District (LWML-NED) * and nationally.
For more news and information, visit www.lwml-ned.org

Mission Goal for 2020-2022 is
$71,000
71,000

2020-2022 LWML-NED MISSION GRANT

70,000

Mission Goal $71,000 allocated as follows:
$46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects;
$17,750 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $7,100 for
Lutheran Womens Missionary League-New England District Administration.
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Total Mite Money thru March 31, 2021 is $21,158.21
... 29.8% of Goal
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Please continue to save and remit your
Mite donations.
Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of
Christ locally, nationally, and internationally and
continues even during the COVID-19.

SEND MITES TO:

Susan Lastowski, Treasurer
LWML-New England District
P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041

This is the Grant we are currently working:
Grant Lydia Comfort Dog
4
Messiah Lutheran Church, Lynnfield, MA (Received to date $2,552.84)

$ 5,000

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML.
Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with
gladness and to support global missions.
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FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT
Dear Sisters in Mission:
It is hard to believe that we are already halfway through this biennium as our fiscal year ended on
March 31. Since we have reached the midpoint, I thought it would be a good time to take a look at
the progress we’ve made toward reaching our mission goal of $71,000 by March 31, 2022. For us
to be on track to reach our goal, we would have needed to collect $35,500 in mite offerings this
first year. We have thus far received $21,158.21. To collect the remaining $49,841.79 and reach
our goal, we now need to collect $4,153.49 each month. Is that amount a significant increase in
what we normally receive each month? Absolutely! Can we do it? If I showed these numbers to a
finance person along with historical giving numbers and membership totals, I am sure they would
say it was highly unlikely we would reach our goal. That is what our earthly eyes see, and our
reason tells us, but as Women in Mission, we view everything through our eyes of faith. We know
we are not able to do it, but we know that God can most assuredly accomplish it through us!
God wants His free gift of grace to prove fruitful in our lives. All that we have is a gift from Him
and is given to us out of His goodness and great love for us. God wants us to use the blessings
He’s given us for the purposes of His kingdom. We are blessed to be a blessing. With
thanksgiving and true joy, we share our blessings from God with others. “We consecrate to our
Savior…our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom.”* When we put the work of God’s
kingdom first in our lives we are blessed now and in eternity.
And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name. But who am I, and what is my
people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own
have we given you (1 Chronicles 29:13-14).
Let us pray that God will mightily use us this coming year in the work of His kingdom.
Serving the Lord with Gladness,

Sharon P. Dever
Sharon P. Dever
LWML-NED President

A Lively Bible Study Group
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LWML-NED Current Mission Project
Lydia Comfort Dog

$5,000

(Messiah Lutheran Church, Lynnfield, MA)

PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY
Lydia Comfort Dog brings comfort to people at schools,
nursing homes, hospitals, and in disaster response
situations. Funds are needed for Lydia and her handler to
quickly deploy when invited to emergency or disaster sites.
Sudden travel is expensive. Prior grants have helped pay for
Lydia’s quick response to Parkland, FL and Santa Fe, Texas.

NOTE: 2019-2021 LWML National Goal met - $2.1M

2019-2021 National Mission Grant 20

Music Outreach, Classes, and Resources on the Border
$98,400
The ministry of Ysleta Lutheran
Mission Human Care (YLMHC)
impacts the lives of 400-500 students
with educational programs, classroom space, and equipment. For the
past 17 years YLMHC’s music
ministry has proven successful in
reaching out to the unchurched by
witnessing to the mercy and grace of
Christ. The Adelante Ministries
Children sing, smile, and rejoice as they join in
offers music classes and leadership
praising at a weekly mission outreach
training to youth and adults while it
program. Grant funds enable YLM to expand its
also provides service to the church
classes for young children reaching families who
already come each week to YLM's mission
and community. Through involvecampus as a part of other ministry efforts.
ment in this music program, many
students have come to faith in Christ. This grant will enable YLMHC to better
equip their classroom and rehearsal space so they can serve and teach a larger
range of students. It will also allow them to adapt existing space for music
instruction, purchase recording equipment, create video tutorials for online
instruction, fund a music intern position, and purchase musical instruments for
students unable to afford their own.
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The 2021 Prayer Service, written by past
LWML Pastoral Counselor Rev. Robert Mundahl,
is "He Prayed with Them," based on Acts 20:36b.

It was written to help us expand our prayer
life to include those times when we pray
with others. How do we interact with our
neighbors to discover their needs, cares, or
concerns so we can pray for, and with, them?
The 2021 LWML Prayer Service is designed to be
used at any time by large or small groups. It is an
abbreviated worship service with optional
discussion questions. How does your local group
use the prayer service? Do you use it in small
groups with readers, or do you use the
PowerPoint presentation? Do you invite all the
women of the congregation? Do you invite other LWML groups to participate with you? The
LWML website has everything you need to conduct this service however you organize it.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you (1 Thessalonians 5:16–18).

He has given me everything,
forgiven me everything,
promised me everything,
and I lack nothing,
except the faith
to believe it.
Martin Luther
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Updated Convention Information

June 24-27, 2021 LWML

39th Biennial Convention

IMPORTATION NOTICE: Convention Registration Temporarily Closed!
This is due to Covid-19 venue limits, we expect it to change by June. Those going but
not registered we suggest you get online, register, and get on the “waitlist”.

Plans for convention: Be sure to check the website for updates.
Proposed Grants: 2021-23 biennium approved are online www.lwml.org/2021-convention.
Voting: Below is the process that will be followed for online voting.
NEW ELECTRONIC VOTING FOR DELEGATES.
➢ April 12, an information letter will be sent to all voting members via the mail.
➢ If by April 19, you have not received your letter in the mail, please call
LWML office.
➢ May 3, an email will be sent to all voting members to confirm their email
address. If you do not receive this email, after checking spam, please call
the LWML office.
➢ Voting period is May 23-29. You will receive detailed instructions on how to
vote.
➢ The results will be announced on June 25 at the Convention.
➢ Voting on bylaws and for officers will take place at the Convention.

Convention District Banner – A big THANK YOU to Jennifer Gierke who has designed and
will make our banner for the Lexington Convention. She sent a sketch, and it is amazing!

“AS LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION, WE JOYFULLY PROCLAIM CHRIST, SUPPORT
MISSIONS, AND EQUIP WOMEN TO HONOR GOD BY SERVING OTHERS.”

Pre-convention thoughts from
Megan Hollrah our Young Woman Representative
I am so excited to be the YWR for the New England district! Hearing stories from past
representatives gives me confidence that this experience will be a faith growing, fun
filled experience that I will never forget. I pray that this convention will teach me
about opportunities in the LWML that I was unaware of that I can be a part of and
that many friendships are made along the way. There is an important lesson to be
learned in the theme “Running the race...Looking to Jesus”. It is a lesson of how we
can proclaim the joy that is in Jesus and run the race set before us always keeping
our focus on Him. After the convention, I want to have learned and share what I have
learned about how I can use my gifts to share the joy of Jesus with the world and how
I can encourage others to also run with endurance the race set before them so they
will be encouraged to share the joy of Jesus.
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2021, June 24-27 LWML 39th Biennial Convention
Rupp Arena at Central Bank Center, Lexington, Kentucky.
…"Running the Race … Looking to Jesus,”
convention theme based on Hebrews 12:1–2.
RUNNING TO LEXINGTON — A highlight of the LWML convention
in Lexington, Kentucky, June 24–27, 2021, will be keynote speaker
Linda Reiser, LWML President from 2003–2007. She witnessed
firsthand the amazing mite donations from women across the nation,
making an eternal difference throughout the world. Come and see
how you can serve our neighbors through witness and mission.

2021, November 5-6 LWML-New England District RETREAT
Friday 7:00 PM through Saturday 3:00 PM
“BE THOU MY VISION (In Such a Time as This)”
Bible Study with Donna Snow Pyle, Speaker and Author
Plus, a slide presentation from many of our supported Missions
Double Tree Hotel at Bradley Airport 860-627-5171
www.hilton.com/doubletree

Address questions: Call: June Merwin 860-581-0379; Email: june.merwin@gmail.com

2022, April 29-30 LWML-New England District Convention
“Let there be Light” Genesis 1:3
• Hosted by Eastern Zone; located at Holiday Inn, Taunton, MA 508-823-0430
• Every society can send 2 delegates to vote for Mission Goal and
Projects.
A Little Seed
A little seed for me to sow
A little seed to make it grow.
A little hole, a little pot,
A little wish, and that is that.
A little sun, a little shower
A little while,
And then, a flower!
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