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TheBeacon Summer/Fall 2021  

 The New England District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Newsletter Jennifer Gierke, Editor  

 Beacon@LWML-NED.org

 

Dear Sisters in Christ: 

We are continuing to make plans to hold our annual retreat in 
November and pray it is the Lordõs will that we are able to 
gather together again to hear the Word, sing praises, pray for 
one another, and enjoy the fellowship of being together as 
sisters in Christ. 

Donna Snow will be our Bible study leader.  She has led our retreat in the past and has led Bible studies at 
National conventions. Since the pandemic began, she has blessed the women of the LWML by leading two 
Bible studies online. One of these studies was a six-session study of the feeding of the 5000, entitled 
òOverflowing Abundance.ó It can still be viewed on the LWML website. I encourage each of you to join us on 
November 5-6, 2021. You will be blessed! 

òRunning the RaceêLooking to Jesusó was the theme of the 39th 
Biennial Convention of the LWML held in Lexington, Kentucky, in 
June. At the convention, the delegates approved a mission goal of 
$2,150,000 and selected 28 Mission Grants to be funded over the 
next two years. These 28 National Mission Grants are our Mission 
Grants, too! We help to fund them by sending 25% of the mite 
offerings we collect to National. It is exciting that for the first time 
the New England District had a Mission Grant selected at a National 
LWML convention. Deaconess Kim Slininger from Hope Lutheran 
Church in Bangor, Maine, submitted the grant for, "Healing the 
Invisible Wounds of War through Horses: Spirit Warrior," for $95,000. 
You can hear her speak more about her ministry at our next LWML-
NED Convention in April 2022! 

I want to thank Dr. June Merwin, our Vice President of Christian Life, 
for her willingness to serve in my stead at the convention. She so 
ably represented our District, and I cannot thank her enough for her 
service. I also want to thank Jennifer Gierke for sharing her talents 
and designing, making, and transporting our NED banner to 
Lexington. In addition, thank you to Megan Hollrah for serving as 
our Young Woman Representative. You can hear her share her 
experience at our next LWML-NED Convention in April 2022! 

We are entering the òhome stretchó of our biennium. We have 7 
months left to reach our mission goal of $71,000 and fund all twelve 

of our Mission Projects. Please prayerfully consider what you can give to help us reach our goal and share 
the life-giving message of the Gospel. We share our blessings in response to the unfathomable love and 
grace God showers upon us. 

I encourage you to celebrate the mission of the LWML by hosting an LWML Sunday in your church this fall. 
Be sure to use the opportunity to speak about our Mission Projects or include the information in the bulletin 
to give your fellow church members the opportunity to support our mission efforts and help us reach our 
goal! 

Serving the Lord with gladness, 

Sharon Dever 

LWML-NED President 

Dr. June Merwin and YWR Megan Hollrah 

carry in the LWML-NED Banner 
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LWML-NED 2021 FALL RETREAT 
 

Be Thou My Vision 
(In Such a Time as This) 

Donna Snow, Bible Study Leader 
 

WHEN:  Friday, November 5, 7:00 pm– Saturday, November 6, 3:00 pm 
 
WHERE:  DoubleTree by Hilton at Bradley Airport 

   16 Ella Grasso Turnpike 

   Windsor Locks, CT 06096 

   860-627-5171 (mention LWML) 

   (Two free breakfasts included with each room) 
 

WHAT:  Slide Presentation of Mission Projects 

   Highlights from Convention 

   Fellowship and Singing 

   Craft TableΧand much, much more 

 
Not raised going to church regularly, Donna understands how intimidating it can be to open the 
Bible. Now, after walking with the Lord for 30 years, she loves to encourage others embarking on 
that wonder-filled path of faith.  

Donna has authored over 35 Bible studies, numerous 
magazine articles, and travels throughout the United States 
and internationally to teach from Scripture. She has 
published five books through Concordia Publishing House. 
Her sixth book, a full-length Bible study based on the book of 
Esther, released on March 2, 2021. Donna has also 
authored four DVD Bible study series in partnership with the 
Lutheran Women in Mission. 

Donna attends Salem Lutheran Church in Tomball, Texas, 
where sheôs an active supporter of LWML and mission work. 
Donna is a life-long Texan and coffee lover. She is an 
adventurous traveler, avid reader, dabbling gardener and 
closet chef, but home is always her favorite place to be. 

Questions: call June Merwin at 860-581-0379 or email: christianlife@lwml-ned.org. 

Booking Link:  https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?
&ctyhocn=BDLETDT&groupCode=CDTLW2&arrival=20211105&departure=20211107&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,en,
DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT 

https://www.artesianministries.org/books/
https://www.cph.org/
https://www.artesianministries.org/books/
http://www.lwml.org/bible-studies
http://www.salem4u.com/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hilton.com%2Fen%2Fbook%2Freservation%2Fdeeplink%2F%3F%26ctyhocn%3DBDLETDT%26groupCode%3DCDTLW2%26arrival%3D20211105%26departure%3D20211107%26cid%3DOM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2Cen%2CDirectLink%26f
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hilton.com%2Fen%2Fbook%2Freservation%2Fdeeplink%2F%3F%26ctyhocn%3DBDLETDT%26groupCode%3DCDTLW2%26arrival%3D20211105%26departure%3D20211107%26cid%3DOM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2Cen%2CDirectLink%26f
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hilton.com%2Fen%2Fbook%2Freservation%2Fdeeplink%2F%3F%26ctyhocn%3DBDLETDT%26groupCode%3DCDTLW2%26arrival%3D20211105%26departure%3D20211107%26cid%3DOM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2Cen%2CDirectLink%26f
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You are cordially invited to the  
 2022 LWML New England District Convention 

 

Hosted by the Eastern Zone 

April 29-30, 2022 

Holiday Inn, Taunton, MA 
  

Watch for more details in the ñPASS IT ON.ò 
 

We look forward to seeing you there!  

 
LWML Sunday 

 
ñOur Hearts in HIS Handò is the theme for LWML Sun-
day 2021 and is based on Peterôs first letter to persecuted 
Christians in Asia Minor. In chapter 4:8, Peter tells them, 
Above all, keep loving one another earnestly. The heart 
of the LWML is its members; our hearts have been made 
holy by God. We are fully dedicated to serving Him, by 
serving His Church at home and abroad. Our hearts for 
Christ are in His hand of service, wherever and whenever 
He has need of us. 
 
A familiar face to many, Dr. Dale A. Meyer, president 
emeritus and professor emeritus of Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, is the author of the 2021 LWML Sunday Mate-
rials. He retired in 2020 after 15 years as Seminary presi-
dent. Meyer has been speaking and preaching for more 
than 40 years. His areas of interest and study include 1 
Peter, the church in a changing culture, and the Sabbath 
applied to life today. 

We celebrate this LWML Sunday together as the Body of Christ under the theme, ñOur Hearts in HIS 
Hand.ò Learn how the Lord has worked through the LWML to bring the lost and the erring into fellowship 
with Him through mission and ministry. 
 
The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside for the observation of LWML Sunday, but it may be 
celebrated at any time. Resources for LWML Sunday can be found at www.lwml.org/lwml-Sunday. 
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2) 

New England District Highlights 
 

Lutheran Womenõs Missionary League  

39th Biennial Convention  
Thursday, June 24ðSunday, June 27, 2021 

Rupp Arena at Central Bank Center Å Lexington, Kentucky  

.Å× %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ 7ÁÒÒÉÏÒ ÇÒÁÎÔ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 

ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ 

/ÕÒ ǢÎÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÆÏÌËÓ ÆÒÏÍ .Å× %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÁÕÃÕÓ 

4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎȢ 

*ÅÎÎÉÆÅÒ 'ÉÅÒËÅ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓ !ÎÏÐ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 

'ÒÁÎÔ ÂÏÏÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÌÌ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȢ  

,ÅÓÌÉÅ #ÏÌÌÉÇÁÎ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ǨÁÇ 

ÆÒÏÍ 0ÏÌÁÎÄȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÓ 

ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ ÔÅÒÍ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÙȢ 
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.Å× %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ 6ÏÔÉÎÇ $ÅÌÅÇÁÔÅÓȡ *ÅÎÎÉÆÅÒ 'ÉÅÒËÅȟ ,ÅÓÌÉÅ #ÏÌÌÉÇÁÎȟ 972 
-ÅÇÁÎ (ÏÌÌÒÁÈȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÎÅ !ÎÏÐȟ $ÒȢ *ÕÎÅ -ÅÒ×ÉÎȟ !ÍÙ %ÖÅÒÓÏÌÅ 

,ÅÓÌÉÅ #ÏÌÌÉÇÁÎȟ !ÍÙ %ÖÅÒÓÏÌÅ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÎÅ !ÎÏÐ ÓÈÏ× Ïǟ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

ÆÁÎÃÙ ÄÅÒÂÙ ÈÁÔÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÎÎÅÒȭÓ #ÉÒÃÌÅ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙȢ 

The Ark Encounter in Williamstown, KY, was a 

popular side trip for many LWML convention 

goers. Below left, Wini Pickett and Amy 

Eversole pose as Noah and Naamah.  Jennifer 

and Paul Gierke (above) and Pastor Jonathan 

and Deaconess Tiffany Manor enjoy spending 

the day seeing the park. 



 

6 The Beacon / Summer Fall 2021  www.LWML-NED.org 

Central Maine Ministry Chosen to Receive National Mission Grant 
 
For the first time, a ministry within the New England District has been chosen by LWML National Ballot to 
receive mission grant funding. LWML Mission Grant #2 for the 2021-2023 biennium is Healing the Invisible 
Wounds of War through Horses. Spirit Warrior is a program that addresses the need to provide pastoral/
diaconal care using horses, with those who have stood in the face of evil and have returned. Current 
traditional therapy does not address the care of the spirit. Out of this need the Spirit Warrior, L3C program 
was born. 
 
Deaconess Kim Slininger was called to Hope Lutheran Church to reach out to the extensive veteran and 
military community in the Bangor area. Deaconess Kim is herself a disabled veteran, and the Spirit Warrior 
program is an extension of her ministry. 
 
This grant of $95,000 will provide funding for 58 veterans to go through the program. Learn more about how 
the Healing the Invisible Wounds of War through Horses grant is ministering to veterans and service members 
at http://www.lwml.org/2021-2023-mission-grant-2.  

I was pushed back and about to fall, 

    but the L  helped me.  
 

The L  is my strength and my defense; 
    he has become my salvation.  

tǎŀƭƳ ммуΥмо-мп 

Grace, Peace and Mercy 

This past summer I attended my first ever LWML Convention. It was a mountain top experience to say the 
least, but I was certainly holding my breath as they announced the grant recipients for the new biennium. I 
was nine days away from closing the business as there was no money to support Veterans who desired to 
go through the program. But with the generosity showered on Spirit Warrior that Saturday afternoon, many 
things changed. 

We, the leadership of Spirit Warrior, listened to what the Veterans were saying. Whereas our current facility 
is lovely, it is a distance to drive with the cost of gas and a limited income. We can only run our program six 
months, maybe eight months due to the weather and road conditions in Maine. And we wanted to offer 
more services to our Veterans to offer them a sense of community and healing. 

After much discussion, we decided to move the horses to a winter home 
located in Hartland, Maine. This facility is located on a well-maintained 
road throughout the winter which will allow us to offer our programs year-
round. And it is closer to the VA Facility in Togus, Maine, making it easier 
for Veterans to travel to us. We have begun to integrate Physical Therapy 
and Occupational Therapy into our program and our small staff is 
beginning to learn how to recognize and work with our guests when they 
are having a tough day. There is also a desire to replicate this program. 
Rather than have one large facility we are researching using smaller 
facilities located around Central Maine to allow greater access to Veterans.  

As you may know, Hope Lutheran Church in Bangor, Maine, is the most 
northeastern LCMS church in the United States. Currently, we are meeting 
at the local VFW Hall in Hampden. It is hoped that, as we begin 
developing our plans, we can build a small chapel for the members to 
finally have a home to worship in. This would also provide our guests a 
place to sit and meditate throughout the week if they so desire.  

There is much to consider and much planning to do. And it is all because 
of the generosity of the women of the LWML. 

Blessings Always, 

Deaconess Kim Slininger 

-ÁÒÌÅÎÁ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ Á ÇÏÏÄ ȰÈÏÒÓÅ 

ÌÁÕÇÈȱ ×ÉÔÈ $ÅÁÃÏÎÅÓÓ +ÉÍ 

3ÌÉÎÉÎÇÅÒ 

http://www.lwml.org/2021-2023-mission-grant-2
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Thoughts on Convention from Young Woman 
Representative Megan Hollrah 

 

As a YWR and òFirst Timeró at the LWML Convention, I 
had my eyes opened to all the great work the LWML 
does. Before attending the convention, I had little 
knowledge about the LWML. I knew about the mite 

boxes and have seen them around the church, but I had no idea what they are 
used for nor the impact they make on the world. Spending 4 days in 
Lexington, KY, with a group of about 64 YWRõs and the delegates from the 
NED, getting to know them and learning from them, was an experience I will 
keep with me and share whenever I have the chance. 

I have always been passionate about 
mission work and, as it turns out, the 
LWML is a perfect organization for that! 
During the meetings, the past mission 
grant recipients shared presentations on 
how the grant money they received has 
impacted their mission. We also 
witnessed the delegates voting on new 
mission grants. I was blown away at how 
far these small mite boxes take over 25 
different world missions. Even further, the 
LWML is now able to give 90 percent of 
the donations to the missions. I had no 
idea how impactful the LWML is. These presentations opened my eyes 
to all that the LWML does, but even more so, I had the chance to learn 
what I can do for missions. 

As I said, I have always been passionate about mission work, but I never 
knew where to begin. Walking around and talking to the people at the 
booths in the convention center taught me how. There are so many 
ways to get involved in mission work and the LWML is a huge part of 
that. Now, after the convention, I am excited to continue my 
involvement in the LWML and show other people how much impact the 
LWML has on the world through sharing the love of God.  

Megan carried in the flag from Estonia, 
one of the countries that has a received a 
mission grant from LWML. 

 

нлнм [²a[-b95 /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ .ŀƴƴŜǊ 

The 2021 LWML-NED convention banner was designed and 
constructed by Jennifer Gierke (Northern Zone). These are her 
thoughts on the symbolism of the design. 
 
¶ The lighthouse is an iconic symbol of New England and has 
traditionally been a symbol of hope and security. Its beacon of 
light helps us to navigate the sea of life and gives us hope and 
direction as we seek Jesus. 

¶ The runners are in honor of Boston Marathon ð the classic New 
England  race ð but are symbolic of all of us seeking Jesus.  

¶ The path is rocky because God has never promised that the road to 
our Eternal Home with Jesus will be short or smooth. 

¶ Hidden on the rocks are Bible verses of encouragement. If we keep 
our eyes fixed on Jesus as we run the race, the victory will be ours.  

 

-ÅÇÁÎ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÓ ÈÅÒ 972 ÐÉÎ 
ÆÒÏÍ $ÒȢ *ÕÎÅ -ÅÒ×ÉÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ .Å× 
%ÎÇÌÁÎÄ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÁÕÃÕÓ 
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Counselorõs Corner  
by Rev. David Riley, Senior Counselor 
 

ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέ 

 

The U.S. Congress enacted Labor Day as a national holiday in 1894, 
ordering its observance on the first Monday of September. At that 
time, working conditions were miserable for the laborer, and management had 
unrestricted control. A work schedule of twelve hours per day, seven days per week, was 
common. Benefit packages didnΩt even exist. 

Whatever the conditions, Christians were and are part of the workforce of our nation. Although we have 
protective work laws today, we still run the risk of allowing our work to define our personhood rather than 
our God-redeemed personhood to define our work. 

Christians bear the cross of our Savior Jesus Christ in whatever vocation we perform. The bloody sweat of 
ChristΩs cross relates to our own blood, sweat and tears. The cross provides the motivation for all that we 
do. Work for its own sake, apart from the Lord God, is void of meaning and worth. 

There is purpose to our work. Christians participate in GodΩs working and experience. Not to work is to 
deprive ourselves or others of GodΩs benefits. Each believer must, in the words of Ephesians 4:28, άΦΦΦƭŀōƻǊΣ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦέ 

Work connects us to JesusΩ harvesting of blood-bought souls. He uses us in 
His fields, which are ready to be harvested. Whatever our field of endeavor 
might be, each of us άƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀōƻǊ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎέ - Psalm 104:23. Jesus says in John 4:38 that we are being sent out 
άǘƻ ǊŜŀǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƭŀōƻǊέ always reminding us that άƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀōƻǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀōƻǊΦέ Although we are here 
today and gone tomorrow, God makes our efforts effective and enduring. 
He makes us a part of the harvest. He continues to use us to reap. 

Christians work eagerly because it demonstrates dependence on GodΩs 
direction of its every detail. In those memorable words of Ephesians 2:8-10 
άCƻǊ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 
ŘƻƛƴƎΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ōƻŀǎǘΦ 
CƻǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƳŀƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
DƻŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜƘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦέ Paul encourages 
us in his Letter to the Colossians, ά²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǊ ŘŜŜŘΣ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
WŜǎǳǎΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ IƛƳΦέ This is especially true as we labor together within the 
Lutheran Women's Missionary League. Whether contributing to mites, praying on behalf of our many 
mission projects, serving in a position at the Society or Zone or District level, or laboring in a myriad of 
behind-the-scenes ways, we are all joyfully working on behalf of our Lord. 

Lutheran theologian and pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, wrote about two functions that define our days: 
prayer  and work. Bonhoeffer pointed out that through our prayers, God strengthens us to faithfully go 
about our daily tasks. 

One day at a time we pray the words of verse 5 in LSB Hymn 869: άThus, Lord Jesus, evΩry task Be to You 
commended; May Your will be done, I ask, Until life is ended. Jesus, in Your Name begun Be the dayΩs 
endeavor; Grant that it may well be done To Your praise forever.έ 
 

God's Richest Blessings, 

Rev. David Riley, LWML-NED Senior Pastoral Advisor 

άΦΦΦōŜ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘΣ 

ƛƳƳƻǾŀōƭŜΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

ŀōƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ 

ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

[ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀōƻǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦέ 

м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мрΥру 
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Let your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven . (Matthew 5:16) 

The Eastern Zone The Eastern Zone will hold their Fall Rally on Sunday, October 3, 2021 at Lutheran Church 
of the Way in Raynham, MA. Registration begins at 1:00pm. Leslie Colligan, LWML Mission Grants Committee 
Chairman, will be the guest speaker. Watch the PIO for more information. 

The Koinonia Zone and The Mid-Valley Zone Please watch the PIO  for more information about your Fall 

Rallies coming soon. 

The Mountain Laurel Zone The ladies of our Mountain Laurel Zone Lutheran Women in Mission groups are 
looking forward to meeting again together, in person, face-to-face at a Zone Gathering. Oh, the anticipated 
joy of that next meeting! Maybe next spring? Until then, your zone officers Vice President Barbara Lis, 
Secretary Sherlene Skov, Treasurer Doreen Wiese, Zone Counselor Reverend Wiese, encourage you to 
continue to Serve the Lord with Gladness, mail your mites to the District Treasurer, and keep each other in 

your prayers. Here are the churches of our Zone to remember in your prayers: Ashaway RI, Bantam CT, 
Cheshire CT, Groton CT, Madison CT, Meriden CT, Middletown CT, Naugatuck CT, New London CT, Niantic CT, 
Orange CT, Wallingford CT, and Waterbury CT. 
 
The Northern Zone The Northern Zone will hold their Fall Rally on Saturday October 2, 2021, at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 100 Maple Avenue, Keene, NH. Check in and registration begin at 9:30 am. The theme for 
the Rally is òThanksgivingó - based on 1 Thessalonians 1:2ñóWe always thank God for all of you, mentioning 
you in our prayers.ó Watch for more details coming soon. 

Women in Mission ñZones in Action  

Lutheran Women in Mission  

The Quilters of the Lutheran Church of the Savior in Bedford, MA, met Saturday, June 19, 2021, to tie quilts for 

Lutheran World Relief. Twelve quilts were finished that day. Those quilts were added to others previously 

completed, and in total, 39 quilts and 15 health kits were taken to a LWR ingathering later that month.  
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CALLING FOR NOMINATIONS 
Dear Sisters, 

Has the Lord laid someone on your heart to serve as an officer for New England 

LWML? The Nominating committee is seeking nominations for the following 
offices. Our goal is to submit 2 names for every office for the voting delegation at 
the 2022 LWML-NED convention. Complete descriptions of each position are 

available at: https://lwml-ned.org/who-we-are/. 

Please submit any nomination names to: Priscilla Keurulainen, Nominating 
Committee Chairman, at: pdk48@me.com.  

Treasurer, 4 years (2022-2026) 

Tasks include, but are not limited to: 

¶ keep an itemized account of all receipts and disbursements 
¶ send thank you notes for each donation; be an encourager. 
¶ make monthly mite deposits and disbursements; make payments authorized by the Executive Committee 
¶ send updated monthly mission goal information to the President and VP of Communications 
¶ be bonded at the expense of the LWML-NED 
¶ submit records for financial review at the close of each fiscal year, and upon request of the Executive 
Committee 

¶ submit written reports to the district convention, Executive Committee, and Board of Directors 

 

Vice President of Christian Life, 4 years (2022-2026) 

Tasks include, but are not limited to: 

¶ coordinator for the Christian Life Department 
¶ encourage active participation in spiritual development programs, plan retreats and workshops for the 
LWML sisters in Christ  

¶ provide training in kingdom work, and present suggestions and offer advice for conducting Spiritual Life 
programs  

¶ prepare a report for each regular meeting of the Board of Directors and district conventions 

 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach, 4 years (2022-2026) 

Tasks include, but are not limited to: 

¶ coordinate short term mission grant applications and church worker scholarships, and submit these 
applications for approval to the LWML-NED Board of Directors 

¶ coordinator of the Mission Grants Department 
¶ serve as head teller for the mission grant proposals 
¶ present a written report to the convention body, including department activities  
 

Vice President of Communications, 4 years (2022-2026) 

Tasks include, but are not limited to: 

¶ coordinator of the Communication Department and coordinator of the Public Relations Committee 
¶ supervise the monthly online LWML-NED e-newsletter ñPass It Onò 
¶ supervise publishing of the District Beacon news magazine 
¶ maintain / keep current the LWML-NED website 
¶ initiate/encourage/develop/supervise the use of social media within the LWML-NED 
 

Continued on page 11 
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CALLING FOR NOMINATIONS continued 

 

Pastoral Counselor, 4 years (2022-2026) 

¶ This nomination must be a pastor in active parish ministry 
¶ Must have approval from the New England District President 
¶ If possible, will attend the national LWML convention 

 

Nominating Committee, 2 years (2022-2024) 

¶ The job of the nominating committee is to recruit qualified, active LWML members to serve as officers. One year 
before each convention the committee should seek to find at least one candidate for each office up for election at the 
next convention. The committee requests that each candidate fill out a biographical worksheet for the convention 
workbook. The Pastoral Counselor nominee must be approved by the LCMS-NED President. The committee 
presents the slate of candidates to the executive Committee at the winter meeting before the convention.  

¶ At the convention, the Chairman presents the slate of candidates to the delegates. The committee prepares the 
ballots, distributes them to the delegates and tallies the ballots. The Chairman reports the results to the convention 
voting body. 

 
Complete descriptions of each position are available at: https://lwml-ned.org/who-we-are/  

Please submit any nomination names to: Priscilla Keurulainen, Nominating Committee Chairman, at: 
pdk48@me.com.  

 

Are there women in your local group who are not able to meet for 
in-person LWML fellowship? The Mailbox Member Program 
(MMP) is a resource for you to use every month, designed to 
connect women to the Word and service opportunities. At 
lwml.org/mailbox, you will find all the MMP resources available for 
you. New mailbox craft designs are available for a fun way to share 
LWML resources or little treats for your members. Check out all 
the designs at lwml.org/posts/mailbox/craft. 
 

MISSION GRANT PROPOSALS FOR 2022-2024  

Mission Grant Proposals for the 2022-2024 biennium are due by September 30, 2021. Criteria and an 

application can be found online at lwml-ned.org/gospel-outreach. Apply today for a church, school, or 

preschool project! 

Å Mission Projects are designed to òReach the Unreached for Christ.ó 
Å Proposed mission projects should meet the following criteria as 
established by the LWML: 
1. The project should be mission-focused, for the purpose of extending 
the ministry of the Word. 

2. The project should emphasize Word and Sacrament ministry. 
3. The project should emphasize outreach rather than in-reach 
(Lutherans to Lutherans). 

4. The project should fit into the plans and projections of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod. 

5. The project should be current and ready for implementation. 
6. The project should be well documented. 
 

Please contact Susan Dow, Committee Chairman if you have any questions ð  
MissionGrantsChair@lwml-ned.org  

mailto:GospelOutreachChair@lwml-ned.org
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News from the Treasurer, Sue Lastowski 

I am happy to report some exciting news regarding our mites for the 
current biennium. 
 
We have now funded our first six mission projects: 
¶ Orphan Grain Train received $5000 
¶ Reach Me! Teach Me! received $5000 
¶ Trinity Lutheran Preschool received $1200 
¶ Lydia Comfort Dog received $5000 
¶ Concordia Theological Seminary Co-op will soon receive $2500 
¶ Feed My Faith will soon receive $1000 

 
Praise be to God! And, as more and more of our members have been able to attend church in person, 
LWML fundraisers have geared up as well. Thank you, one and all, for your faithful dedication. 
 

2020-2022 Mission Goal of $71,000 allocated as follows: 

¶ $46,150 for LWML-NED Mission Projects 

¶ $17,750 for National LWML Mission Projects 

¶ $7,100 for LWML-NED District Administration 

 

As of July 31st, we have collected $31,984 toward our biennium goal of $71,000. Way to go!!! 

Please continue to save and remit your mite donations. Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of 
Christ locally, nationally and internationally and they continue even during COVID-19. 
 
Please send your Mites to: Sue Lastowski LWML-NED Treasurer P.O. Box 626 Holyoke, MA 01041 

 

The Mite Challenge Calendar is a resource designed to 
focus daily on LWML Gospel Outreach. It includes a 
suggested mite donation, but that is mainly to remind 
the user that even little amounts can make a big impact 
when coupled with prayer, mission service, a Bible verse, 
a song, or recognition and praise for what God is 
providing in your life. Use the calendar during family 
devotions, as inspiration during the week, or as a visible 
reminder of Godõs faithfulness and our possible 
responses. Itõs no accident that the acronym for Gospel 
Outreach is òGO.ó The mite challenge calendar changes 
monthly and provides creative ways to GO! 

Jesus said in Matthew 6, òDo 
not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust

 
destroy 

and where thieves break in 
and steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and 
steal.ó   Life is in Jesus and 

anything we find in our estates is not really life.  We 
look to manage those gifts in light of eternal life.  Your 
LWML Gift Planning Counselor can help. LWML Gift 
Planning Counselors, joyfully serve as guides to help 
LWML members transfer their God-given blessings to 
the people they love, and the ministries they care about, 
by putting a prayerfully-considered Charitable Gift Plan 
in place. Let them help you discover how you can share 
your faith, minimize taxes, bless your family, and make a 
lasting impact on your ministry with your estate. Please 
visit the LWML's Gifts of Love Gift Planning website.  
Contact Linda Gage Email: Linda.Gage@lfnd.org     
Phone: 800-741-4138     lwmlgiftplan.org  

http://www.lwmlgiftplan.org/
mailto:Linda.Gage@lfnd.org
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Lutheran Womenõs Missionary League 
 

BE THOU MY VISION (for such a time as this)!! 
Bible Study by Donna Snow, Tomball TX 

 

LWML-NED 2020 RETREAT REGISTRATION 

@ The DoubleTree; Bradley Airport, CT 

November 6 & 7, 2020 

 

Registration Fee: $40 First time attendees:     Pay only $35!!! 

No discount for partial participation. No Refunds after October 23
rd
, 2021 

 

Send CHECK (payable to LWML-NED) & FORM to:  

 Susan Lastowski, Treasurer  PO Box 626  Holyoke, MA 01041 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip Code: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Church: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Church City Location: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

LWML Zone: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (H) _________________________________________ (C) ___________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please choose a boxed lunch for Saturday!  Included in registration: 

_________ Honey ham on Kaiser roll   Box Lunch includes: 

_________ Grilled chicken on wrap   Soda/Water, 

_________ Grilled chilled vegetables wrap  Chips, Fruit & Cookie 

If you have food allergies/health issues, please leave the info at registration. 

 

Your Signature________________________________________________________Date______________________ 


