
Letter from Senior Counselor, Reverend Randall Bessette 

 

The theme of your upcoming convention really hits home with me, “Let There 

Be Light.” I love to drive, especially at night. I like seeing how things are lit 

up. I remember when Bonnie and I would come home to New England from 

seminary. When we drive through Cleveland, there was one building that the 

top half glowed with a red light. Then we’d be going through Pennsylvania 

and we would see this light-up cross on a hill. New York had one lighted 

overpass, and you would see other weary travelers going back and forth on it. 

Then we finally hit home, and coming down Interstate 91, just as we got into Holyoke, our 

hometown, from the highway, we would see the lighted cross and steeple of our home church, 

First Lutheran Church and School. What a comfort that was for the both of us; we were home! 

Let there be light! Light is important, it guides you, it makes you feel safe, and, most 

importantly, it pushes back darkness. 

The LCMS churches throughout New England are a light unto a darkened world. Our churches 

stand as beaming fortresses in a world that does not know Jesus and does not care to learn. 

Ladies, I would say more than ever, this is where you come in. The Ladies of the LWML carry 

that light out into the world, through your many and various gifts to many and various ministries. 

You courageous ladies have heard the call: “Let there be light,” which could be said, let there be 

Jesus. John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am light of the world. Whoever follows 

me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

I am so thankful to God for each and every one of you! You carry the light of the world that is 

Jesus in each of your hearts, and that light shines so that others may know Jesus and thus they 

come to the light of Jesus in a troubled world. What I also love about the ladies of the LWML 

New England District is that all of you know that without Jesus, there is no light. You know that 

the light you carry is not from yourselves, but is the love that Jesus has for each and every one of 

you. Dear ladies, what a joy it is to be among those who love the Lord and Savior Jesus and will 

always stand ready and together to show the world that there is light, that there is Jesus. I pray 

you never stop proclaiming, “Let there be light.” Let there be Jesus who will bless and guide all 

of our efforts! “Let there be light.” Let there be Jesus who will carry us safely from this darkened 

world to Himself! “Let there be light.” Let there be Jesus who pushes back the darkness of this 

world and brings those who love Him into His marvelous light! Praise, honor and glory to the 

Light of the world, Jesus Christ. 

In His service, 

Rev. Randall T. Bessette, Sr. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8:12&version=ESV

