
2020 Christian Life 

 

The main responsibility of the LWML-NED VP of Christian Life is to organize, 

direct and report on the annual LWML-NED retreat – held each November. 

The 2018 retreat (“FLOURISH!! Spiritually and Vocationally”) was held 

November 2-3, at the Holiday Inn, Enfield CT. Rev Victor Belton, Regional 

Representative for Advancement at Concordia College, Bronxville NY was the 

keynote speaker and led us in two stimulating and inspiring sessions. NED-LCMS 

President, Rev. Timothy Yeadon gave a meaningful (and humorous) account of his 

travels to Europe while celebrating the 500th Year Reformation Anniversary (while 

dressed as Martin Luther!). The two-day retreat included singing, networking, 

crafting, fellowship and eating. Gifts from the Heart were gathered and shared with 

the NED Lutheran Schools. Approximately 100 ‘ladies in purple’ (and a few 

gentlemen) attended and a substantial sum (Total = $2,438.48; Offering = $1,821; 

Sales Table = $567.48; Silent Auction $50) was added to the NED mites program. 

The 2019 retreat --- “Grab your Shoes and Run    ” was held 

November 1-2 at the DoubleTree Hotel by Hilton at Bradley Airport, Windsor 

Locks CT. Terri Bentley, an author and retired school teacher from Idaho, gave an 

invigorating talk on what we can do as Christian Women. June Merwin (Mountain 

Laurel Zone representative to the National LWML Convention in Mobile, AL) and 

Kristina Esposito, the NED Young Women’s Representative gave a presentation 

from the convention, sharing slides showing the motivational speakers, music, 

communion services, entertainment (especially exciting was the sand art feature) 

and the various gatherings of more than 3,000 sisters in Christ. As with all retreats, 

there was singing, networking, fellowship and eating. Again, Gifts from the Heart 

were greatly appreciated by the NED Lutheran Schools and $4,182 (offering 

$1,912.29; Sales Table $1271.71; Silent Auction $998) was added to the NED 

mites program. 

According to the retreat evaluations, at the end of both retreats, the ladies departed 

for home on a spiritual high and were looking forward to the next gathering. 

June Rae Merwin, Vice President Christian Life 

 


