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LWML-NED Mission Goal 
for 2024-2026 is $85,000 

NOTE: TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” -- a 
tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-to-date 
information on what is happening in the Lutheran 
Women Missionary League-New England District 
(LWML-NED) * and nationally. For more news and 
information, visit www.lwml-ned.org 

 

 

2024-2026 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS 
 

$85,000 
$80,000                                             Mission Goal $85,000 allocated as follows: 

$75,000                                                                                          $55,250 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 
$70,000                                                                           $21,250 for national LWML Mission Projects; and  
$60,000                                                  8,500 for Lutheran Women’s Missionary League-New England 

$50,000                                                                                                                         District Administration 
$40.000  
$30,000                            Total Mite money through November 30, 2025, is $67,976.26 
$20,000                                                                                                         and is 80% of Goal. 
$10,000 
                                           

 
This is the Grant we are currently working on: 

 

9a 
Our Savior, Shepherd of the Valley, Navajo, NM 
Received to-date $1,569.57 $2,000 

 
 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 
 

 

PASS IT ON 
      DECEMBER 2025 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.lwml-ned.org/
http://www.lwml-ned.org/
http://www.lwml-ned.org/
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 FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT 
 

DECEMBER 2025   The Living Nativity   
 
We all know about the nativity – Mary, Joseph and the Babe; the shepherds with their 
sheep and goats; the three wisemen with their gifts and camels and of course the 
multitude of angels.  But did you ever think of the nativity as a living part of today.  Truly 
Jesus comes to us every day, every hour, every minute.  Not as a baby but as our Savior.   
Our local congregation performs a living nativity every December (as many other 
churches do as well).  It is a reminder that Jesus is here, with us, at all times.  As we go 
through the month of December remember the reason for the season – the living nativity – 
the living Lord – our living faith. God Bless the Christmas Babe. 

Luke 2:11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ. 

Living everyday with Christ hand in hand  

I know that our God lives within every land, 

Very true – we are never without His Love  

In all situations on earth and above. 

Never think that you are alone or apart 

God holds each and every one in His heart. 

 

A Blessed Holiday to each and everyone. 
Yours in Christian Fellowship, June 
 
Dr. June Rae Merwin, 
President, LWML NED 
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Youth and adult 
volunteers produce 
Christian braille 
materials together at a 
servant event in Ohio. 

LWML District 2024-2026 Mission Grant #8a 
 

9a Our Savior, Shepherd of the Valley, Navajo, NM 
 – Our Savior Lutheran Church, Topsfield, MA for the Navajo Nation, NM  
 (received to-date $1,569.57) $2,000 
 

SOTV is an LCMS mission church. Our Savior Lutheran Church and other short-term missionaries 
send individuals and teams to help spread the gospel to the people of the Navajo nation. While 
there, they feed 60-80 people, 1-2 times/day as well as Sunday community meals and feedings 
during VBS. In addition, building improvements are needed. Funding would be used to make a safe 
building for the missionary teams and continue to provide food to the community. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
LWML National 2025-2027 Mission Grant #5 

Growing Together to Share Braille and Large Print 
Lutheran Braille Workers, U.S. $100,000 

About This Mission Grant 
Millions of people around the world are blind or visually impaired and are 
seeking to strengthen their Christian faith but find it difficult to access scripture-
based reading materials. Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) is committed to 
providing Christian materials in braille and specialized large print worldwide at 
no cost.  
 
With a part of the grant funds, LBW will establish five new Ministry Production 
Centers in the United States. LBW will hold five related servant events at LWML 
conventions, Lutheran universities and schools, and district youth gatherings. 
Service opportunities provide young people with the chance to grow in their 
God-given gifts and share the Gospel.  
 
This grant will allow LBW to produce and freely distribute approximately 10,000 
additional volumes of Bibles and other Christian materials. This grant will be used 
to purchase specialized paper, card stock, braille plates and equipment, and for 
training and shipping costs. 
  

** Treasurer News * *     A generous donor sent a check and included a list of the 
current Mission Projects and circled #8a "Lutheran Books for Southeast Asia". He sent $2500 with 
the intention to pay for that mission grant!!! 
 
Oh, the beautiful generosity!  
 
November donations allow us to fully fund both #8a and #8b (Capstone Ministries – Escalon, CA 
– $2,500) and pay those grants.  They also fund $1569 towards #9a which is $2000. 
 

News Flash!  Our brother in Christ, Jon Skov, is offering a $3000 gift to match mite donations 

                               in December. Praise God! 
 

GOD IS SO GOOD!!  
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St. Peters Lutheran Church 
208 Newtown Ave  

Norwalk, CT 06851 
 
 

 

 

SOCIETY NEWS                                            
 

St Peter Lutheran Church – Norwalk, CT 
 

WINGS – Women in God’s Service – Fall Service Project 
 

The women’s ministry WINGS invited all members and friends of St Peter Lutheran Church, 
Norwalk, CT, to donate items requested by Orphan Grain Train for their School Kits Special Project.  
In some countries, schoolchildren share a single piece of paper and a single pencil that is passed 
from one to another. School kits and supplies are continuously requested from OGT and are needed 
year-round.  https://www.ogt.org/special-projects/school-kits/  

 
Thanks to the generosity of the congregation, the women of WINGS were able to assemble 36 

backpacks for presentation to Orphan Grain Train.  Backpacks are packed with crayons, markers, 
pens, pencils, a sharpener, a glue stick, scissors, a ruler, construction paper, and notebook paper. 
 

   

 
Christmas Cookie Exchange 
Sat. Dec. 13th  11am  to 1pm 

 
A Christmas cookie exchange is a holiday season get-together, 
sometimes called a “cookie swap.” Each guest brings a different type of 
homemade cookies to swap with each other.  It’s a holiday tradition that 
dates back at least to the 1930s. 
 
Bake a couple batches of one kind of cookie, bring them to the cookie 
exchange, and swap them for a variety of delicious holiday cookies. 
 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a light lunch and cookie swap. 
  

  

https://www.ogt.org/special-projects/school-kits/
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SOCIETY NEWS Continued                      

 

 
 

These are the 24 women representing the Women’s Guild and LWML Society who worked in 
some way all year to prepare for and put on the annual Christmas Fair held on Saturday, 
November 15th at the Lutheran Church of Madison, Madison, CT.  All proceeds go to missions.  
At this printing we raised $8000+ 
 
 

    
 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN (OGT), Terryville, CT gave about 20 
bikes, trikes and helmets to WATERBURY YOUTH SERVICES 

for distribution to children over the holidays. This is a great 
gift for kids. Attached is a picture of loading them in the 

transport to bring to Waterbury. Thanks to our volunteer, 
Tom Calvello who arranged this and to our volunteers who 

got the bikes into running condition. It's a lot of work but 
they enjoy knowing it will brighten someone’s future. 

Happy Thanksgiving and Blessings. 
Paul&Linda 
  



Page 6 of 10  

              
MISSION OF THE MONTH 
   
Here is an idea I found so creative and helpful.  I’m sure it is a lot of work behind this endeavor 
but how great to find what your Church is doing regarding supporting missions in one place… 
 

 

 

 

                                

This was developed by  
St. Peters Lutheran Church in 
Norwalk, Ct. 
 
Each month in the calendar shows 
the giving to the specific mission for 
that month. 
 
The mission items on the screen you 
can click on and read more about the 
mission. 
 
The format is easy to read and 
understand.  
 
This way of communicating mission 
giving I’ve never seen before. 
 
Gail Milke 
 



Page 7 of 10  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What’s going on in your society? 
 What Bible Study is your society using?  Another society just might be looking for a new study… 

…would you send me an email (cgmilke@aol.com) with the information to put in the PIO. 

  

 
The seed of the mustard plant is among the smallest of seeds, yet from this small seed grows a large 

bush. Jesus used the analogy of a mustard seed to show how something small and seemingly 
inconsequential can have a powerful impact. Every morning, you can receive a dose of Mustard Seed 

Daily Devotions to start your day right.  
 

Mustard Seed Daily Devotions (sign up https://www.lwml.org/stayintouch) are also available on 
both Facebook and Instagram. 

 
Life Continues On is a sequel to Life After... Devotions for Widows, which was published in 2023. Written 

by widows for widows, these women share their feelings, fears, frustrations, and faith. These 22 
devotions include personal reflections, Scripture passages, and practical insights. God continues in 

your life. You are living in God's faithfulness, God's strength, and God's love. 
To order:  https://lwml.cph.org/life-continues-on 

 

https://www.lwml.org/stayintouch
https://bp6edksab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001foP4INvCWmf7kkjpPgn8o4HTN_gzzeOlCKOe8xvvK66LVvtB9tymkOKvc2MNvdDszT4EKqPY0Xgn7JHCb3Zqwu-_Oac3CecEPo29aMPlTuT5hJe1hYvpkNtJuBuKrTsPVG4pnDPn2Q8V_n1JsAncmHcxHcPywFdm7cN0M2AG-jGwu3Xeh05AMA==&c=JlUWetaKkrcqSKzuRcDam685ZwC1fXKNjkmlHI1kwPsBYBlVTO1npA==&ch=lstVicasJ5Hkut5TWtSH1mIByiawlHGKXQKU-u4zahlp5gQjzuXNZQ==
https://bp6edksab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001foP4INvCWmf7kkjpPgn8o4HTN_gzzeOlCKOe8xvvK66LVvtB9tymkNfFw6Mu1TY5sw1N14cwV62yjMkA_4ivdVu_tS7-se39Ab7X4FLZjxYzoHAme8kTMuu_yr3jfpEYEok4Jdauuqdb5bvkmJ0TCeahIbgiqO4BgrBIclXI2L3YnQSpAQ1-IA==&c=JlUWetaKkrcqSKzuRcDam685ZwC1fXKNjkmlHI1kwPsBYBlVTO1npA==&ch=lstVicasJ5Hkut5TWtSH1mIByiawlHGKXQKU-u4zahlp5gQjzuXNZQ==
https://lwml.cph.org/life-continues-on
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Young Woman Representative to the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
New England District 29th Biennial Convention 
Friday & Saturday, April 17-18, 2026 
SpringHill Suites, Devens, MA 
 
 
WHO: a mature young woman, preferably 22-35 years of age, who is a member of the LCMS and has not 
previously attended a district convention as a Zone Young Woman Representative, who has a deep love and 
devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ and is willing to participate in the full scope of the Convention. 
 
WHAT: The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) New England District Convention. The 
Convention includes missionary updates, business meetings, break-out sessions with interesting speakers or 
servant opportunities, Bible study, and lots of Christian sister fellowship! 
 
WHEN: Friday, April 17th @ 1 pm to Saturday, April 18th @   4 pm  
 
WHERE: SpringHill Suites, 27 Andrews Pkwy, Devens, MA 01434 
 
HOW:  Compliments of the LWML-NED! We will pay for your hotel room on Friday night 
(shared with another YWR), plus dinner on Friday, and breakfast and lunch on Saturday.  
 
WHY: Because we love the LWML, we love you, and we’d like you to love the LWML! 
LWML is also known as Lutheran Women in Mission and we think that phrase and our 
mission statement describe us perfectly: The mission of the Lutheran Women in New England 
is to continue glorifying our God through acts of love, service, and encouragement toward 
each other and those whose lives we touch. 
 
NEXT STEPS: Fill out an application (next page), scan, and submit it to our Young Women 
Committee at mrs.sage@veino.com.  
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   Zone Young Woman Representative Application 
      LWML New England District 29th Biennial Convention 

Friday & Saturday, April 17-18, 2026    
SpringHill Suites, Devens, MA 

Theme: Known By God   Hebrews 139:13-14 
 

Name _____________________________________________________Age _____________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________ 

Occupation__________________________________________________________________ 

Home Congregation_________________________________________________________ 

Zone ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone/email_________________________________________________________________ 

Please answer the following questions on a separate page: 

1) The LWML motto is “Serve the Lord with gladness” (Psalm 100:2). How do you do 
this in your life? 

2) What groups and activities are you involved in or have you been involved in at 
your church? 

3) What do you know about the LWML? Have you been involved at any level? 

4) Why do you desire to be a Young Woman Representative for your zone? 

5) What do you feel your special interests, talents, and gifts are? 

6) Your district is making a financial commitment to send you to the LWML 
convention. It will be an exciting and spiritually inspiring event. Do you intend to 
joyfully participate in the full scope of the convention? 

Please have someone who knows you well, perhaps the person who encouraged you 
to apply, answer the following question, “Why do you feel this woman would make a 
good Young Woman Representative?” 
 
Have them forward their response along with their name and relationship to you to 
one of the contacts below. Thank you! 
 
By March 1, 2026, please remit to President Dr. June Merwin at President@lwml-ned.org or Sage Veino 
at mrs.sage@veino.com.  We’re looking forward to meeting you. 

mailto:President@lwml-ned.org
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LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS       
Date Location Function Other Info 

February 7, 2026 
 
10 AM 

Zoom Meeting LWML-NED 
Board of Directors 

Invitation to be sent in the 
New Year to Board 
Members 

April 17-18, 2026 
 
Friday PM/ Saturday 
until 3 PM 

Spring-Hill Suites 

Devens, MA 
LWML-NED District 

Convention 

"Known by God" 
(Psalm 139:13-14) 

Application for Young 
Woman Representative 

(YWR) in this PIO. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
EACH CHRISTMAS 

GOD RENEWS HIS PROMISE 
 

Long, long ago in a land far away, 

There came the dawn 

 of The First Christmas Day, 

And each year we see that promise reborn 

That God gave the world 

 on that first Christmas Morn . . . 

For the silent stars in the timeless skies 

And the wonderment 

 in a small child’s eyes. 

The Christmas songs the carollers sing, 

The tidings of joy 

 that the Christmas bells ring 

Remind us again of that Still, Silent Night 

When the heavens shone 

 with a wondrous Light, 

And the angels sang of Peace on Earth 

And told men of 

The Christ Child’s Birth--- 

For Christmas is more than a Beautiful Story, 

It’s the promise of life 

 and Eternal Glory.         Helen Steiner Rice 

Prepare! 
 

For devotions, litanies, and other ideas of how you can prepare for Christmas, 
 take a look at the resources provided at LWML 

Resources for Advent - Lutheran Women's Missionary League 
https://www.lwml.org/posts/category/advent. 

 


	Please keep our Mite Recipients in your prayers as you feed your Mite Box.
	FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT
	Growing Together to Share Braille and Large Print
	Lutheran Braille Workers, U.S. $100,000

	About This Mission Grant
	Society news
	St Peter Lutheran Church – Norwalk, CT

	WINGS – Women in God’s Service – Fall Service Project
	Society news Continued

