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LWML-NED Mission Goal 
for 2024-2026 is $85,000 

2024-2026 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS 
Mission Goal $85,000 allocated as follows: 

$55,250 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 
$21,250 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $8,500 for 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League-New England District Administration 
 

Total Mite money thru, August 30, 2025, is $52,464.17 
and is 61.7% of Goal. 

NOTE: TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” -- a 
tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-to-date 
information on what is happening in the Lutheran 
Women Missionary League-New England District 
(LWML-NED) * and nationally. For more news and 
information, visit www.lwml-ned.org 

 

 
 

WE ARE MAKING OUR WAY 
TOWARD OUR GOAL. 

  

This is the Grant we are currently working on: 
 

7b 
PEER FELLOWS PILOT PROGRAM – First Lutheran Church of 
Boston  ($2,986.71 to-date) $ 5,000 

 
PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX. 

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod (LCMS). The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 
Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with gladness 
and to support global missions. 
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 FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT 
 

September 2025        
 
Our family just returned from Wales UK. Now - how many people go to Wales?  Do you 
even know anyone who has gone to Wales? The Welsh reputation has always been that 
they are not welcoming; but rather stand-offish. It was said they did not want foreign 
visitors and didn’t even speak English!  What a reputation. However, I am here to tell you 
that it is all a bunch of hooey. Every Welchman we met was kind, helpful, welcoming - 
they went out of their way to assist. And they all spoke English. Welsh is only spoken as a 
first language in some of the northern and island villages. The world has the wrong idea 
of the Welsh population. 
 
 So as Christians, what kind of a reputation do each of us have?   Do people who don’t 
even know us, not want to meet us? What kind of impression do we give? Are we inviting 
– do people want to be with us – can another person tell that we are Christians by the way 
we live? Time to examine how we appear to the outside world. It can be a humbling 
experience but can also help us grow as God’s children. 
 
Philippians 2:5    “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”   
   
Are we aware of how we look? 
People might say we are an open book. 
Perhaps they think we are full of fun     or 
Each day ready to get up and run. 
Are folks willing to spend time with us?        
Really, or do they think it’s too much fuss? 
Actually, we hope we appear loving and kind 
Now, do we show that from our outward signs? 
Can people see an attitude of love 
Escaping from us, which pleases God above? 
 
Yours in Christian Fellowship, June 

 
Dr. June Rae Merwin, 
President, LWML NED 
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LWML District 2024-2026 Mission Grant #7b 
 
7b PEER FELLOWS PILOT PROGRAM –  
 First Lutheran Church of Boston $5,000 
 
The goal of the peer fellows is to meet 
students where they are, on 
campuses, and have a dependable 
presence on campuses to bring the 
Gospel to those who would not 
otherwise hear it. They will foster 
relationships with students through 
the Word and be able to 
encourage further teaching or attendance at Divine Services. They will be trained and 
discipled by First Lutheran Church’s (FLC) director of young adult ministry and 
encouraged for ongoing ministry and leadership within the church. Funds will be used 
for the Peer Fellows stipends of $300/month. Once the program has proved effective, a 
donor will support the program. 

Lord Jesus, all praise to you as we work toward our Mission Goals. Amen. 
 

LWML National 2025-2027 Mission Grant #2 
 

Help for Ukraine’s Orphans and Displaced Persons,  
Orphan Grain Train, Europe 

$100,000 
 

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) has been involved in humanitarian aid to Ukraine since the 
war began. In the past year, seventeen shipments of donated food, clothing, and medical 
supplies were sent to various locations in the Ukraine. OGT is assisting twelve 
orphanages in the Kherson area and three orphanages in the Kyiv area. OGT is working 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine and other Christian churches as it 
distributes the aid.  
 
The impact the donations have is both lifesaving and soul-saving. The donated supplies 
assist people who have lost all their worldly goods and help children whose parents have 
been killed in the war. Through acts of mercy shown by followers of Jesus, recipients see 
the love of God. This grant will cover the cost of shipping up to seven containers loaded 
with food, clothing, and medical supplies to the country of Ukraine.  
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OGT - NEW ENGLAND ASSISTS WITH AID TO GBARNGA MISSION IN LIBERIA 

 
On August 18th, volunteers for the Orphan 
Grain Train’s (OGT) New England Branch, 
located at 33 South Main St. in Terryville, CT 
delivered a box truck load of items to a 
warehouse in Providence, RI to go on a 
shipment to the GBARNGA LUTHERAN MISSION 
in Liberia.  St. Paul’s Lutheran church of 
Providence started this Mission for children in 
Liberia to provide education, food, hygiene 
and medical assistance.  From constructing a 
building about 10 years ago, the school now 
has 230 students through the 8th grade and has 
added a full medical clinic. 
 
The shipment contained 34 boxes of children’s 
books for grades 1 through 5.  Also included 
were 25 boxes of school kits with eight 
backpack kits per box, six boxes of sewing 
supplies, two boxes of communion ware and 
two large rolls of fabric to be used in their 
sewing program.  Also included were some 
toys and women’s hygiene supplies.  OGT has 

supplied treadle sewing machines in the past to help with their learn-to-sew program.  This year there were 
35 graduates who now can sew on their own for their families or sell what they have sewn to earn income. 
 
In the past, OGT sent hospital beds, medical supplies, clothing and school desks.  The school offers classes in 
making soap and cooking.  They have chickens and raise some of their own crops.  This year they acquired a 
ten-acre parcel which they intend to use for farming.  The project has also developed wells on-site and in the 
surrounding villages to provide safe drinking water. 
 
NOTE FROM PAUL AND L INDA, the month of August was a record month - locally 110 people assisted; and, 275 
items (medical and others) given out.  We are only open 2 days a week, this an impressive amount and we thank 
God we are able to help in this way. 
 
 
 

By Rev. Brian Noack 
Introduction  
The Beatitudes are positioned at the beginning of Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount, which runs from chapters five through 
seven of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew. These are 
some of the most beloved words of Jesus, and because they 
are part of the traditional texts for All Saints’ Day each year, 
they are also well known to pastors and congregations.  
 
OCTOBER IS THE MONTH OF THE LWML.  The Prayer Service 
can be found at the website www.LWML.org/prayer-service 
and can be used anytime during the month. 

BLESSED ARE THEY 
The 2025 Prayer Service is based on the 
Beatitudes, found in Matthew 5:1–12. 

 

http://www.lwml.org/prayer-service
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Lutheran Womens Missionary League       
                New England District 

FALL RETREAT 2025        November 7-8, 2025
  

Theme: Praying and Serving in Hope 
 

Speaker: The Most Rev. Dr. Dien Ashley Taylor 
The Most Rev. Dr. Dien Ashley Taylor is the Bishop and President  
of the LCMS Atlantic District, Pastor of Redeemer Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in The Bronx, New York, and the LCMS 
President’s Voting Representative on the Board for National 
Mission. 
 
Also on Saturday, November 8th Linda Arbesman from Orphan 
Grain Train (OGT) in Terryville, CT will speak to us on OGT’s work in CT and 
around the world. 
 

                         COME, JOIN US! 
 

Hilton-Garden Inn 
35 Major Taylor Boulevard,  

Worcester, Massachusetts, 01608, USA 
 
Retreat Registration is $65.00 per registrant ($60 for first timers).  Includes Saturday lunch.  
• Friday dinner/Saturday breakfast are on your own.  Program begins at 7:00PM. 
• Mail your Registration Form and Registration Fee by October 31st. 
• Sign in at the Retreat as early as 4:00PM on Friday or 7:30AM on Saturday. 
 
Retreat Hotel Information: 

• ATTENTION! MAKE HOTEL RESERVATIONS at Hilton Garden Inn by calling Kaitlyn, our 
sales coordinator, at her personal number 508-688-8500 – GIVE CODE: 9870005 – MENTION 
YOU ARE WITH LWML RETREAT TO GET A ROOM DISCOUNT PRICE OF $152.00 PLUS TAX. 
BOOK ASAP AS ONLY A FEW ROOMS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR DISCOUNT PRICE FOR FRIDAY 
NIGHT, NOVEMBER 7TH.. 

• Hotel parking will be $15.00, charged on your hotel bill.   
• On Saturday only parking will be $10.00, pay at hotel desk as you enter. 
• Check-in time Friday any time after Noon. 
• Check-out time is 11:00AM. 
 
GIFTS FROM THE HEART – Our 4 LCMS-NED Lutheran Schools - see your Registration Form 
on Page 10 for more information. 
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REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR CRAFTS; BAKED GOODS; and 
Canned (jellies, pickles, etc.) Goods! 
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LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS             
Date Location Function Other Info 

    October 4 New Hartford Mid-Valley Rally 

Capstone Ministries 

For more information: 

Linda Slozak 

October 25 
10:00AM-12:00PM 

St. Peters 
Lutheran Church 

Norwalk, CT 

Koinonia Zone Fall Rally 

Pastor Dan Smeltzer 

Capstone Ministries 

For more information: 

Sue Dow 

suedow@aol.com 

    October 25 
12:00PM-3:00PM 

St. Paul’s 
Evangelical 
Lutheran Church  

Providence, RI 

Eastern Zone Fall Rally 

Speaker: Jon Rossman 

Gbarnga Lutheran School, 

Liberia 

For more information: 
Leslie Colligan 
leslie.colligan@lwml.org 

        TBD  Mountain Laurel Rally 

TBD 

For more information: 

Janine Fagan 

   Nov 7, 2025 
2:00 – 4:00 PM 

Hilton-Garden Inn 

Worcester, MA 
District Board Meeting 

(held at Retreat Hotel) 

For more information: 
June Merwin 
June.Merwin@gmail.com 

  Nov 7-8, 2025 
Register 4PM/ 
Saturday until 3PM 

Hilton-Garden Inn  

Worcester, MA 
LWML-NED Retreat 

Speaker: Rev. Dien Taylor 

For more Information: 
Christina Anop 
jmansgram@aol.com 

 April 17-18, 2026 
 
Friday PM/ 
Saturday until 3 PM 

Spring-Hill Suites 

Devens, MA 

LWML-NED District 
Convention 

"Known by God" 
(Psalm 139:13-14) 

 

 

“Capstone Camp 2025”     “Grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
To Him be the glory both now and forever! Amen  II Peter 3:18 
 
Capstone Camp was held again just a few weeks ago and comments were again repeated: “This was the 
best camp ever.”  Twenty-eight boys attended from all over western Kenya and by the end thirteen were 
baptized.  The objective of Capstone Camp is to provide a safe environment of spiritual, emotional, and 
psychological growth for boys recently reconciled with their families.  The schedule is filled with 
Catechetical lessons, practical group counseling, fun activities and mentoring by selected high school boys 
who also attend as “big brothers.” Several “old boys” came also who are now independent and stable in their 
own homes. These three young men passed through Capstone’s hands years ago and provided inspiration to 
the boys who are still in school. 
 

Dan and Patty want to recognize the LWML of LCMS for funding the camp over the past two years.  
NOTE:  Dan and Patty’s Travel Schedule in New England 
Sept 21 & 28 Lutheran Church of the Cross, Hanover, MA and Christ Lutheran, Scituate, MA 
October 5 Holy Trinity Lutheran, Terryville, CT; Oct. 11 Shepherd of the Hills, Morris, CT 
Oct. 12 St. Paul’s Lutheran, New Hartford, CT; Oct. 19 Our Savior Lutheran, S. Windsor, CT 
October 20-22 New England District Pastor’s Conference.; Oct. 26 Redeemer Lutheran, Lebanon, CT  

mailto:June.Merwin@gmail.com
mailto:jmansgram@aol.com
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                                        LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE - NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT   
                                                                        2025 FALL RETREAT REGISTRATION                 
                                                                                       NOVEMBER 7/8, 2025 
                                                                       HILTON GARDEN INN, WORCESTER, MA 
                       

                                   SPEAKER: THE MOST REV. DR. DION ASHLEY TAYLOR 
                                                                  THEME: PRAYING AND SERVING IN HOPE 

 
Send CHECK (payable to LWML-NED) - Registration Form to: Patricia Heather, 606 Waverly Road, 
Middleboro, MA 02346 email: patheather47@gmail.com   Cell phone: 781-690-4150  

REGISTRATION FEE: $65 FIRST TIME ATTENDEES: $60 REGISTRATION STARTS AT 4:00PM FRI./7:30AM SAT. 

Name:  __________________________ 
 
Street____________________________________________________________City__________________________ State______ Zone________ 
 
Home Church__________________________________________________________________City/State__________________________________ 
 
LWML Zone: ____________________________________Phone: (H)______________________________ (C)                                             
 
Email:  __________________________ 
 

Saturday - Pavilion Lunch Bar: Chef Special Pasta Salad; Wraps & Pitas: Turkey Club w/Cranberry Mayo; Albacore 
Tuna; Tuscan Antipasto. 
Includes: Iced Tea, Lemonade, Premium Coffee, & Seasonal Selected Desserts. 
Included in registration. 
If you have food allergies/health issues, please inform Patricia Heather at registration desk. 
 
Your Signature Date  

ATTENTION! MAKE HOTEL RESERVATIONS at Hilton Garden Inn by calling Kaitlyn, our sales coordinator 
at her personal number 508-688-8500 – GIVE CODE: 9870005 – MENTION YOU ARE WITH LWML RETREAT TO 
GET ROOM DISCOUNT PRICE OF $152.00 PLUS TAX - BOOK ASAP AS ONLY A FEW ROOMS ARE AVAILABLE AT 
OUR DISCOUNT PRICE FOR FRIDAY NIGHT, NOVEMBER 7TH. 

Check-out is 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 FRIDAY OVER NIGHT PARKING IS $15.00 WHICH WILL BE CHARGED TO YOUR HOTEL BILL. 
       ONE DAY SATURDAY PARKING IS $10.00 – YOU WILL PAY AT THE HOTEL DESK AS YOU ENTER.  
       PARKING GARAGE IS ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE HOTEL! 
 
 GIFTS FROM THE HEART: Please support our four LCMS-NED Lutheran Schools. Bring any of these items with you 
to the retreat: Gift cards to Walmart/Staples, boxes of tissues, sanitizing wipes, poster board, poster paint, 
packages of construction paper, colored highlighters, colored pencils, and crayons. 
 
NOTE: FRIDAY NIGHT SUPPER AND SATURDAY BREAKFAST ARE ON YOUR OWN! Breakfast may be purchased at the hotel:  Full 
Breakfast Buffet is $16.99, or you may order as you prefer – prices from $7.00 - $10.00. 
 
CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A FIRST TIME ATTENTEE: _________ 

             

NOTE:  
IMPORTANT 
REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION 
BELOW 

mailto:patheather47@gmail.com
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