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We hope you are enjoying these issues of “Pass It On” -- a 
tool that you can use to share the latest, most up-to-date 
information on what is happening in the Lutheran 
Women Missionary League-New England District 
(LWML-NED) * and nationally.   For more news and 
information, visit www.lwml-ned.org  
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This is the Grant we are currently working on:   

7a 
Ministry/Early Childhood, Immanuel, Bristol, CT 
($930.91 to-date) 

    $ 5,000  

We have completed 6a and 6b from our Mission Grant list. 
 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MITE RECIPIENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS AS YOU FEED YOUR MITE BOX.  

*The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church -  
Missouri Synod (LCMS).  The LWML-New England District (LWML-NED) is a part of the National LWML. 
Since 1942, the LWML has been encouraging women to use their God-given gifts to serve the Lord with 
gladness and to support global missions. 

 

 

PASS IT ON  
APRIL 2025 

  LWML-NED Mission Goal 
for 2024-2026 is $85,000       

 

 

2024-2026 LWML-NED MISSION GRANTS   

Mission Goal $85,000 allocated as follows:    
$55,250 for LWML-NED Mission Projects. 

$21,250 for national LWML Mission Projects; and $8,500 for 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League-New England District Administration 

 

                 Total Mite money thru, March 31, 2025, is  
                                  $41,609.09 and is 49% of Goal. 

 

Please save and remit your Mite donations payable to 
LWML-NED 

Our Mission Grants enable us to share the love of Christ 
locally, nationally, and internationally. 

 

SEND MITES TO:  Barbara Lis, Treasurer 
                                   LWML-New England District 
                                   P.O. Box 932 
                                   Niantic, CT 06357 

 

NOTE:  TO PRINT PIO WITHOUT COLOR, SELECT “GREYSCALE” WHEN YOU PRINT. 

God bless you as 
you serve Him 
with gladness 
throughout the 

new year! 

http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml/
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
http://www.lwml-ned.org./
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 FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT 

PIO – APRIL 2025 A NEW BEGINNING           

A new beginning – that is what spring brings to us.  New buds, new grass, a fresh smell to 
the air, warmer weather.  And how we love to put the snowblower and shovels back into the shed.  
As a citizen of this world, we enjoy the reborn earth and baby animals that come along at this time 
of year.  BUT as Christians, we have the overwhelming joy of lent, Palm Sunday, Holy Week and at 
last Easter.   

 Easter, the holiest of holy days in the Christian calendar.  Of course it is a day of family 
gatherings, the arrival of the Easter bunny, baskets full of chocolate and that delicious ham dinner 
with all the trimmings.  But, again, as Christians, it has so much more meaning.  Namely, Jesus died 
on the cross to give us eternal life.  So go ahead, dress up in you new Easter bonnet, but be sure to 
praise and thank the Lord for the gift of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Oh what great joy this sentence gives – I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES. 

Everything at this time of year 

Always glow with new spring cheer 

Simple joy of the earth reborn 

The beauty of nature that is adorned 

Easter, yes Easter, tops the spring list 

Real joy that gives us eternal bliss. 

      Thank you, Christ, for the gift you gave 

      Making sure that all are saved. 

 

Yours in Christian Fellowship, June 
 
Dr. June Rae Merwin 
President, LWML NED 
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LWML District 2024-2026 Mission Grant #6b                   
 
7a Ministry of Early Childhood – Immanuel Lutheran School, Bristol, CT $5,000 
 

 
The mission of our toddler and infant program is to 
provide a loving environment of academic 
excellence for children while developing in them 
and their families a lasting relationship with Jesus 
Christ. We want our programs to be furnished with 
the necessary equipment and educational materials 
needed to provide a safe and quality learning 
program for our community, as we share the love of 
Jesus. Funds will be used to purchase the equipment 
and educational materials required 
 

 
Lord Jesus, all praise to you as we work toward our Mission Goals. Amen. 

 

LWML National 2023-2025 Mission Grant #21 

Healthy Together: Healthy Workers, Healthy Church 
Lutheran Family Services, U.S. — $106,000 

About This Mission Grant 
God directs the church to care for those He calls to serve in ministry. Church workers and their 
families regularly face unprecedented stress, challenges, and suffering which affects their 
physical, psychological, emotional, and spiritual well-being. There is an urgent need for the 
church to support and care for church workers.  
 
Lutheran Family Services is responding to this need by launching a campaign to fund expansion 
of their services to support church workers and their families beyond Iowa and into the greater 
Midwest. These professional services are provided on an ability-to-pay basis through support of 
individuals and congregations without funding from the Synod or government funding to not limit 
their Christ-centered ministry.  
 

This grant will help increase their ministry team of masters-level, 
licensed therapists who will provide marriage and family counseling 
that is Christ-centered. 
  

THIS GRANT IS 100% PAID 

 

Launched at the Iowa District West Convention in the summer of 2022, Rev. Dr. Jim Lamb 
shares a personal testimony of his struggle as a young pastor and how he was helped by 
an LFS counselor who brought professional support and the love of Jesus to him at a 
time when he was at a point of potential ministry burnout. Dr. Lamb reminded the group 
that he — and most pastors — are really good at hiding their pain. 
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IT’S THE 41ST BIENNIAL 
CONVENTION 
Omaha, Nebraska 
June 26-29, 2025 

 

Online registration for the 2025 LWML Convention is open! 
 

  Read all about it at:  https://www.lwml.org/convention 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifts From the Heart (Convention) IS GOING GREEN 

Shopping for Gifts from the Heart (GFTH) via Amazon Wish Lists is NOW OPEN!  

These links will be live through the week of the convention in Omaha. Shopping through Amazon allows 
our recipients to have continuous restocking of their top items all the way through convention. As items are 
filled, new items could be added. Use the Amazon links to review all the items needed for our three 
selected GFTH recipients for Omaha. Get creative! Set up shopping times during your group meetings. 

The Gospel Outreach Committee will also be accepting VISA gift cards at the convention. Please make sure to 
write the dollar ($) amount on the outside of each card. These will be dropped off at the GFTH collection location 
at the convention.  

Questions About the Convention or Registration? 
 
If you have questions about the convention, the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section 
of the registration webpage has many helpful answers. 

www.arrowheadconferencesandevents.regfox.com/2025-lwml-convention#faq 
 

If you can't find the answer to your question in the FAQ section, you can 
email conventionhelp@lwml.org with your questions, and a volunteer will respond. 

Emails will be answered in the order they were sent. 
 
For technical support, you can reach the LWML Housing Customer Helpline between the 
hours of 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. Central Time at (442) 223-0246. 
 

The Lutheran Women in Mission office is open Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Central Time. 

 

Go to AMAZON WISH LIST and check it out! 

https://www.lwml.org/convention
http://www.arrowheadconferencesandevents.regfox.com/2025-lwml-convention#faq
mailto:conventionhelp@lwml.org


Page 5 of 7 
 

Top 5 Reasons                                                                             
to Attend the 41st Biennial Convention in Omaha 
 
1.  Fun and Fellowship — Make new friends or catch up with old friends. 
2.  Worship — Gathering together with brothers and sisters in Christ for worship is an 

unforgettable experience. 
3.  Bible Study — Many Bible study opportunities throughout the convention. 
4.  Shopping — The LWML SHOP is the place to purchase new merchandise and grab 

convention-exclusive items. 
5.  Mite Offerings — Hear how your mites change lives around the world. 

Read our BEACON.  It’s an excellent source of information. 
http://lwml-ned.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Beacon-2024-2nd-issue-summer-fall-Color.pdf 

  
IMPORTANT NOTE TO ALL LWML-NED 

SOCIETIES/MEMBERS 
 
We have received and distributed to the Zones the PROPOSED 2025-2027 MISSION GRANT 

LIST.  The list assigns a number to each Grant; the amount of the Grant; and an 
accompanying explanation. 
 
ALL members should review the list and identify the Grant(s) they would like to see 
adopted.  They should communicate their choice(s) to the Delegate representing their 
society before Convention (June 25th).   
Zone Delegates:  Eastern – Christina Anop; Koinonia – Sharon Dever; Mid-Valley – MaryAnne 
Hansen; Mt. Laurel – Janine Fagan; and Northern – Kathy Schnitger 
 
Delegates should consider the suggestions from their members when prayerfully 
putting together the list of Grants they will be voting for. 
 
To view proposed documents (Proposed Mission Grants; Proposed By-Law changes; and, 
Candidates for office go to LWML.org website and select News&Events, Convention Central 

 
Scan the list of topics to find the needed documents to open and read through. 
 
All of us should keep in mind the work to be done at convention by our delegate(s) 
and pray that God will guide them through each day. 

 

http://lwml-ned.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Beacon-2024-2nd-issue-summer-fall-Color.pdf
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Our New England Branch of Orphan Grain Train 

New England Branch volunteers in Terryville, CT 
loaded a box truck that was delivered to a warehouse 
in Providence, RI to go on a shipment to the Gbarnga 
Lutheran Mission in Liberia.  Included were 19,440 
Harvest Pack meals which will help with the food 
program they offer at the school.  They have also 
supplied treadle sewing machines in the past to help 
with their sewing program and this year there were 35 
graduates who now can sew for their families or sell to 

make some income.  Two boxes of Lincoln Logs and blocks were also shipped.  Many blessings to help 
those in need become self-sufficient and for students to receive a nutritious meal.  Thank you, New 
England Branch doners & volunteers for being the hands and feet of Jesus. 

 

What is June, our District President, up to this month?   
              I hear there are 4 zone rallies in April on the same day 

…which one(s) will she attend? 
 

 
My computer brings me old reminders by way 
of photos.  It’s a nice feature. 
 

Remember when… 
     Koinonia Rally at Holy Cross in Trumbull, CT 
L to R:  Dorothy Weise, Sharon Dever, Ruth 
Janssen, Ruth Sokofski, Lillian Russen and 
Beverly Anzini (from Zion Lutheran, Bridgeport).
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     READ “Stop the Presses” BELOW 
        LWML-NED CALENDER OF EVENTS 

Date Location Function Other Info 
04/26/2025 

 
12:00 PM 
      to 3:00 PM 

Our Redeemer 
Lutheran 
Church, 
Smithfield, RI 

Eastern Spring Rally 
Theme: 

Growing in God’s Grace 
 

For Information Contact: 
Nancy Stinnett 
aastinnett@hotmail.com 
Ingathering: a Jar of Peanut 
Butter for Northern RI Food 
Pantry 

04/26/2025 
 
9:30 AM  
       To 2:30 PM 

Messiah 
Lutheran 
Church, 
Fitchburg, MA 

Northern Spring Rally 
Theme: 
   Growing in God’s Grace 

For Information Contact: 
Peggy Wang 

04/26/2025 
 
2:00 PM 

Holy Trinity 
Lutheran 
Church, 
Terryville CT 

Mid-Valley Spring Rally 
 

For Information contact: 
Vickie Bohn 
vickie.bohn159@gmail.com 

04/26/2025 
AM 

Christ Lutheran, 
Niantic, CT 

Mt. Laurel Spring Rally 
Theme: “Blessed are they” 

For Information contact: 
Barbara Lis 
barbaralis08@gmail.com 

    05/04/2025 
 
Registration  

2:00 to 2:30 PM 
Program: 2:30PM 

Immanuel, 
Danbury 

Koinonia Spring Rally 
Theme:   

Women’s Contributions to 
Lutheran Service Book 

Speaker:   
Rev. Greg Wismar 

For Information contact: 
Sue Dow 
suepdow@aol.com 
Using Lutheran Service Builder 
for the music accompaniment, a 
brief presentation on how it 
works, what is included, and 
how to obtain it through Synod. 

JUN/26-30/2025 
 
 

It’s time to 
Register! 

Omaha, 
Nebraska 

41st Biennial  
LWML Convention 

“Growing in God’s Grace,” But 
grow in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
To him be the glory both now and 
to the day of eternity. (2 Peter 3:18) 

Hosting Districts –  
LWML Nebraska North & 
LWML Nebraska South  
 
Go to:  LWML.org – News & 
Events – Convention Central 
for up-to-the-minute NEWS 

11/07-08/2025 
 
Friday/Saturday 

Hilton-Garden 
Inn 
Worcester, MA 

LWML-NED Retreat 
Speaker: Rev. Dien Taylor 

For Information contact: 
Christina Anop 
jmansgram@aol.com 

04/17-18/2026 
 
Friday/Saturday 

Spring-Hill 
Suites, Devens, 
MA 

LWML-NED District Convention 
"Known by God" 
(Psalm 139:13-14) 

 

STOP THE PRESSES!! 
LWML National is thrilled to announce that the Mission Goal for this biennium has been met! 

Your generous support has made a tremendous impact, funding mission grants with a total 
 of $2.35 million to spread God’s love and hope to those in need. 

Thank You for Your Generous Support! 

 

 

 

mailto:aastinnett@hotmail.com
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mailto:jmansgram@aol.com
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